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ои cannot say, you must not say 


That she is dead. She | IS just away! 
With A cheery smile, 


and a wave of the hand 
She has wandered into an 


unkenown land 


Md left US dreaming how very fair 
(UE heeds must be, 


Since she lingers there: 


So think of her faring on, as dear 
On the love of There as 
the love of Here. 
Think of her still 
as the same, and Sau 


She is not dead, she is just away. 


— From the Writings of JAMES WHITCOMB RILEY 
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An unidentified, nude female 
body was found by a hunter about 
two miles beyond the Blue Swan 
airport in Athens Township | this 
morning. | 

Bradford County Coroner Сог- 
don Farr and Dr, Arthur B. Кид, | 
J deputy coroner, were summon- ` 
cd and, with Pennsylvania State 
Police and other authorities, were 
investigating: the find late this 
morning, : 

f The hunter who found the body 
“called the. state police about 
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off the road with Ше feet pointing 
lowards the road. 


Pennsylvania State Police ar: | 


riving at the scene immediately 
notified the Homicide Bureau of 
that agency at а 
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3 Ч Ап unidentified, nude femal | off the road with the feet pointin 
iJ body was found by a hunter about | towards the road. 
two miles beyond the Blue ТТ Pennsylvania State Police a 
| airport in Athens Township this pir ing al the scene immediate! 
4 morning, notified the Homicide Bureau « 
"| Bradford County Coroner Gov. that ацепсу at Муоп 
don Farr and Dr, Arthur B. Kinu. - M nmm mmm peu qm 
| deputy coroner, summon 
+ тв pes û and, with Pennsylvania Si 
Police and other authorities. we 
T e^ T | investigating tne late thi 
"ух, M y | morning, 
nidi The hunter who found the bod 
| called the. state police about 
| 10:30. The body vil 
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He maketh те to lie down п green Р sture BORN 
He leadeth me beside the still waters. Д 
October 11, 1957 
He resroreth my soul: He leadeth me in the 
paths of righteousness for His name's sake. DATE of DEATH 
Yea, though I walk through the valley, of the November 1, 1973 
shadow of death, I will fear no evil: 
for Thou агг with me: SERVICES FROM 
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Thy rod and Thy staff they comfort me. Church of the Redeemer 
с т - г 7 1973 
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| SAYRE — The body of Sharon Coston, 
B. 15, of 208 №. Lehigh Ave., was found 
$ Saturday morning at 10:30 along Mile 
|» Lane Road about three miles west of here. 


Ё The Sayre High Schoo] sophomore had 


: been missing from her home since last 
| Sunday when she went to the store, about 
three blocks awa, to purchase cigarettes, 


+ . according to her parents, Mr. and Mrs. 


<= 


> a caeno A 


Eugene Coston. 

Deputy Bradford County Coroner 
Gordon Farr of Ulster said the girl ap- 
peared to have been strangled. An 
aufopsy has been performed by Coronor 
Dr. Arthur King. Results are being 
withheld pending eompletion of all tests. 
The autopsy was performed at Packer 
Hospital. 

State police investigators said the 
girl's nude body was discovered by a 
hunter about 10 feet from the roae and two 
miles west of the Blue Swan airport, 

The bodv was in the open except for 
some smal brush and tall weeds. Police 
declined tê identify the hunter. 

Investigators said the boyd was 
covered, from head to mid-section, by a 
heavy preen plastic bag and appeared to 
have been dumped there, T hey said the 
crime apparently was not committed 
there. No clothes were found at the scene. 

Lt. Edward J. Bloomer of the Towanda 

barracks said there were bruises and cuts 
on the body but would not elaborate, Farr 
Said she had been d ead at least 48 hours. 
А source close to the investigation said 
there was evidence the girl's hands had 
been bound. б s 
. Police said they have по leads but were 
working on the case late Saturday night, 
They were questioning fiends and 
acquainiances of the girl in hopes of 
finding someone who saw her after 7 p, m. 
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Sunday, | 

Bradford County Dist. Alty. Maurice 
l. Epstein asks that anyone who knew of 
the girl's whereabouts during the past 
week contact the state policelat Towanda. 


"АЛ information," he said, “will be kept ` 


strictly confidential," | 

About 20 police officers from the 
Towanda and Wyoming counties state 
police barracks, along with Sayre and 
Athens Township Police are working on 
the homicide, The investigation is headed 


by Epstein, Bloomer and Lt. Donald ` 


Dorris of the state police criminal in- 
vestigation division of the Wyoming 
barracks, | 

Bloomer said it was first thought there 
might be some connection in the case of 
two missing Rome, Pa., girls who were 
last seen Thursday night, | 


The girls, identified as Debbie Newton | 
and Joann Gardner still һауе not been 
tmm у | um 
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found. 

They were wearing Northeast Brad- 
ford High School tee shirts and blue nylon | 
jackets when last seen in the Towanda 
area about 11:30 p. m. Thursday. 

The Coston girl was wearing a ta 
maxi-coat, light blue jeans and brown j 


em — ee A 
а” тщз atm 


" 


buckle shoes when she lef 
said. 

She was a real nice girl and she never 
talked bad about anyone. 
That's how two 

described Miss Coston. 

"She was a hell of a goi 
of brains, said John C. Rogers, 

N. Lehigh Ave., Sayre. Rogers is a fir 
cousin of the victim 

"We were prettv close, 
saw her most every day. She was kind of 
loner, but get along wel! with everyone 
don't understand why anvone would want 
to kill her." 

Rogers said she was not the kind of gir! 
to to with strangers. 

A Sayre High girl, a senior who knew 
the victim for the past vear, 
Coston was very friendly. "She liked to 
make friends with everyone and hardly 
ever picked arguments with anybody." 
She just never talked bad about anyone,” 

Rogers said his cousin got along well 
with boys and a "number of guys wanted 
to take her out," He said she did have one 
boy friend she saw more than others but 
he lives out of town. 

About two months ago, the Coston girl 
began taking guitar lessons, "She just 
liked to play the guitar," said Rogers. 

Those were the comments of just two 
of the many friends and relatives who 
were questioned Saturday night bv in- 
vestigaling officers at Sayre Police 
headquarters. 
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| death of Sharron Coston, 16усат- 
| old Sayre High School junior, 
| whiose nude and mutilated body 


was found by a hunter Saturday 
morning three miles beyond the 
Blue Swan Airport in a grassy, 


———— —— 


said, 


Hlowever, 
they had no definite clues to the 
ghastly murder which has shaken 


up 


until 


A massive police investigation] reports given to them voluntarily 
Is under way in the strangulation | by others — and as one officer 
“Nothing is unimportant in 
this case. We welcome 
information we can gel.” 


any bit of 


noon 


today 


King of the Robert 


Dr. Arthur B. 
Packer Hospital was summoned 
and arrived there shortly after 11 
a.m., and a littla while later Brad- 
ford County Coroner Gordon Farr 
arrived, 

The пакса body lay just off 
black-topped Mile Lane Road on 


lu hy field alongside Mile Lane | {he Valley like nothing else in| the south side, with the feet point- 
Road. many years. ing foward the road and a green 
| The girl, missing since she left] The body was found about 10 | plastic garbage bag around the 
her home a week ago last night} ог 10:30 Saturday morning by | head and down to the waist. The 
When she told her parents she} Jack Vanderpool who resides in | property is owned by John Baird 
wis going downtown to get а | ће area not too far from where of Athens Township. 
pack of cigarettes, apparently had | he made the discovery. Tha body also bore some cut 
beer kept alive f^r a few days Ile had been hunting in the marks én tha net k, and around 


before she was stringled and her 


| nude bady, the top portion of | across the field to 
Î which was coverec with a preen | Mile 
| plastic garbage big, was (акоп | onto the body 


io the Athens Township sile and 
` dumped, police beheve. 

All afternoon Saturday, all day 
yestemlay, and today Pennsylva- 





nin State Police from the Wyo-|it. He said “Гус 

ming Barracks and Bradford | work this afternoon, 

County, and other police agen-| think I'm going to make it now. 
|! cies were sifling through hund-| Не stood by 
| res of answers given to ques-] ens Township and Sayre police ar- 


bons asked of those who knew 


her, And they also checked out 


MNA eS но за 
` ыы „ 


| C - w- 
vt ao 226 © А "и ed 2.6 


mediately 


rived on the scene 
the process of checking the area. 
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-ideous Crime Found 


The arrow in this picture points to the approximate spot where the body of 16- 
‘ear-old Sharron Coston of Sayre was found by a hunter Saturday morning. 
'ody lay about eight or 10 yards off the Mile Lane Road in Athens Township, with 

to the right of the edge of the photo is 

her 

Brittain 


feet pointing towards 


he 


.. 


an opening in fice 


the road, 


Just + 


sody before dumping it in the field. 





gel 


of the gin. 
ran lo a nearby home 
and called state polico. 

Visibly shaken by his find, Van- 
derpool could hardly 


vd. 


talk 
to go 
but I don't 


nearby area and apparently came 
back 
Lane Road when he walked 
Ho im- 


as slate police, Ath- 


and started 


hedgerow where it is believed the killer oi 
Evening 


on 


about 
(о | bag snuffed out her 


ўуз, Ie > 


the wrists were what appeared to 
be marks caused by rope. 

An autopsy performed by Dr. 
King at the hospital revealed that 
the girl died as the result of 
strangulation. At first it was 
thought that maybe the plastic 
life, but this 


proved not to be the case. 


” Police officials later also reveal- 
ed that the nipples of her breasts 
had been 
blonde hair 
However, it is 


cut off and her long, 
had been hacked off 


in tufts. thought 
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night, Oct. 28, ta contact. them * 
at that number, This being a pri- 
vate line, all information and the li 
caller's name will be kept in strict 


scecracy, 


that this mutilation was done af- 
ter she was murdered 

It is thought that she was ap- 
parently alive until about 48 hours 
previous to her death because the 








The 


autopsy also revealed that her Jorn in Sayre, Oct, 11. 117, 
stomach contained food. tho daughter of Mr. and Mrs. J 
It is believed. that a cord such | gene Coston, Sharron was û j 
as that used in venetian blinds | ior at Sayre Area High Sehoo! 
was used to choke the life out of | ancl a member of the Chureh of 
the young girl, and the eut marks | the Redeemer in Sayre. 
on the neck, ропсе said, are Surviving besides her parents 
probably from a knife or some | are two sisters, Mrs, (Geol 
other instrument used to cul away | (Sherry) Lee of Millsboro, Di 
the sash after the murder was | and Jean at home; a broth 
committed, идете, at home; her materi 
IL was also determined that she | grandparent Mr and М! 
had not been sexually molested, | Charles Roberts of Sayre; раб 
iL was said. | nel grandmother, Mrs. Gid © 
When she left home she was | ton of Albany, Ga.; several 
Wearing а tan maxi coal, light | unc , COUSINS, one шесе агл! 
blue jeans and brown buckle shoes | nephew. 
— and none of these articles | Friends ma ill at the L4 
of clothing have been found, A| funeral H 25 S. Ма 
{horough search of the area was | Athi 1 | 7 to 9 
conducted by police until the ea be id T 
ly hours of Sunday morning in | а! 11 a.m. at fhe Church • 
an attempt to find the clothir Redecmer in 
or some other clue, but so far| ! ert ] U пе, T 
this has been unsuccessful, ;| of the 1 | 
reported, B | 
А squad of 20 to 25 police offi- |ty M 
cers is working on the case ont | - In lieu WETS, k 
of the Sayre police department, | тау be m: 0 
The case being a homicide, it iş | Coston Me | Fur 
headed by Bradford County Dis-| Church of the Redeemer. 
trict Attorney Maurice Epstein, |“ = У |, ни је 
who characterized {he deed E 
“а. fiendish- act- Probinz the E — 
murder are Lt. Donald Dorris « x 
the criminal investigation depart- | cum 
ment of the Pennsvlvania Sta | К —є—# 
Police at Wyoming, Lt. Edward 4 3 
Bloomer of the Bradford Count: => c 22 
detail and other officers of bot! * к. - 
units. i 1 
After working nearly arou Low ۵ 
clock since the body was | on 
they were back at it today, mt: mms 
ing in the council rooms of 
Sayre borough hall to go «í + 
each minute detail which 
up, bk 
Before positiv e identifi | 
was made of the Sayre |"5 | ea ~ 
at the Robert Packer Hi X 
her mother, it was th: t t | ' > 
maybe the body was that of ЕХ 
wo home area 1181 | Ba NOS 
ih ISSING MW las! | ч 
4 | = аи ИН - 
CTS Debbie Newton IK | " 
Joanne Gardn г, both 15, were | С ўа 
located in a Second St. honi | | | n J; 
‘Towanda last night about! чы БА 
o'clock, and told police that th у ~ 7 
had been staying in Towanda with У =. 
friends and were unaware that Ee 
their parents. had instituted a Ё 
|5 earch for them, They were hap oT 
i pily 1 reunited with their families à = n 
| last. night, | ESSA \ 
| Police officials yesterday said | LA E 
шаг a special private telephone | 6= 8 
! number at the State Police bar-} | e 
{racks in North Towanda has been | | M ae | 
t 1 
| sable The number js 200: f | i 
| 9777, and they ask that anyone | Y «CMM | 
| with information. regarding Ше 4 { ee | 
lils whereabouts since Sunday | | А x К 
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D fe Pretty, blonde-haired Sharron 
L0 2 Беочоп, 16, left her home at 209 
LO IU TN. Lehigh Ave., Sayre, at 7 p.m. 
T Ji sunday, Oct. 28, to buy cigarettes 
j Í for her parents. At 10:30 a.m. Sat- 
—T urday, Nov. 3, her mutilated body 
was "found by a hunter just off 
| (ће Mile Lane Road, about two 
miles west of the Blue Swan Air- 
port. 
To everyone who knew her, she 
Iwas “just a пісе, quict sort’ of 
| girl who kept to herself a lot.” 
` | According to fellow students, she 
!was easy to get along with, al- 
| though she formed no close rela- 
{tionships with any of them. 
f Alfred Zyga, assistant principal = = ae n 
fat Sayre Area High School where ^ © = y А Rare $ 
the girl was a junior, said he could So: ножа > ӯ Psi 
f not recall ever having to гергі- ST "eS р TE. 
| mand her. “Academically, she m. T 3 i 
was an average student with no 
apparent problems. She kept out > pees tige d. 3 
of trouble and hdd а good rec- ; Ж а. e 
ord.” Zyga added that Sharron : ZA з ; 
| had participated in no school ac- = # | Si - 
| tivities and belonged to no clubs, i: ies LUV А 
although she was frequently seen 
practicing with a baton, in the 
hope of becoming a majorette. 
While Sharron was a member 
of the Church of the -Redeemer 
in Sayre, Rev. Albert Е. Greene, 
rector, agreed that she was not 
an easy girl to get to know. “She 
was polite, and she'd speak when 
‚ spoken to, but she wasn't one to 


| get involved with people.” Не also 2 
| pointed out that she was not one SHARRON COSTON 


| 
Ё 
of those who “hang around in the | а puple dress, lying in a casket. 7 friend, who is presently attend- | 
park at all hours.” She said, ‘I looked so beauti-| ing college in Florida. “But she * 
Stressing that this is "just my | ful... .'"' Struggling to keep his kept herself busy, writing songs 3 
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_ - " . с е rn 
; opinian,' _he feels that Sharron} emotions in. check, Coston said } and poetry, painting, playing the E 
knew and trusted her killer, and| she had told her family not to 


e 


guitar," Sharron had taken guitar 












2 | лү have w | | willino- ај TONING Z с | 1 | у 
ЕДА went with him willing SE, because she W ould ђе | lessons but discontinued от аг. t 
(iy. "There may have been тоге | back. “She believed in reincarna-! ter a fe wweeks, learning most of & 
| than one," he said. “Апа it didn't 7 


tion," he explained, and she ас- 


d, what she knew on her own. “She | 
cepted the premonition of her own 


had an ear for music and a good | 
death as something “unavoid- | singing voice. She wanted to learn 3 
able.” to play the piano, too, but Ê 

"She had very strong feelings|now. . .” 
on certain subjects," her sister} For Sharron Coston it is over 
recalled. “She didn’t approve of! but for her family, life must 20 
drugs or alcohol, and she loved | оп. “I want you to print how 
nature. She was always out in the | she died," said her mother. *Ev- 
garden, picking flowers and put- ery last detail. Мауђе other ar- | 
ting them in her blonde hair.” ents will wake up in time б 1 

Sharron was a little depressed | realize that this could happen to 
over not hearing from her boy-|their daughters," Js t 
Е ا ا‎ УО; oe - 


5 | necessarily have to ђе a man.” 
Commenting on the eventual dis- 
| position of the case, he shook his 
| head. “To say that whoever com- 
mitted this murder is mentally ill 
| is almost the same as giving him 
ја legal excuse to escape punish- 
| ment.” 


| According to members of her 

| family, Sharron had disappeared 

| overnight before, but she always 

showed up the next morning after 

Staying with a girl friend. When 

А | She failed to return Sunday night, 

| lier parents assumed she was at 

the home of her grandmother, a 

| double amputee she visited fre- 
quently, 

| “Sharron knew she was going 

lo die,” said her father, Eugene 

| Coston, an employe at Whipple’s 

Lumber Yard in Athens. "She told 

| her mother а few weeks ago that 

she had had the Same dream sey- 


eral || ; 
| " Hines, that she was wearing 
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| Slam Sharon Cos lon. n Vanted to ib 
М Жеп, Recalled 


| | By DENNIS IRVINE 
| A pretty scnool girl who always wanted 
| to ђе а majorette.. .quiet, 16-years- -old, 
| SOmewhatofaloner, so often seen with her 

ton that some acquaintances thought 

She really was а majoreite.- 
| _ That's how Sayre 
| Coston, the victim of a sadistic mur- 
| der, described the blond Sunday. 

One source close to the family recalled 
that the girl often visited, and was very 
Close to, her double amputee grandmother 
Who lived a few doors away. It was there, 
the family friend said he had been told, 
that the girl’s parents thought she was 
Staying the first night she didn’t return 
home. 

The girl's mother, the friend observed, 
now feels guilty that she didn't check with 
the grandmother that night. But the high 
School junior often stayed overnight with 
her grandmother, the source recalled, and 


the mother wasn't alarmed and didn't 
MEET comme 


-yer ——'Ó ~ metes 
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friends of Sharon 
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immediately report her disappearance to 
authorities, 

The girl attended church quite 
regularly, the friend reported, She stopped 
her attendance for awhile, and then 
resumed, the source noted. The friend said 
the girl was about as religious "as any 16- 
year-old girl." 

She didn't have a wide circle of friends, 


sou sadaca ФАЙ 0 


оа 


uiet, a Loner 


this friend related, but neither was sh: 


shunned by her classmates. 


| 


The girl didn’t mix, the source related, 


and liked to be by herself, 

Jeff Boehm, 16, Savre, 
the girl’s, remarked yesterday, 
a nice girl. She had lots of 
boyfriend was а nice guy too. I usec 
(SEE COSTON, 


friends. Tor 
to ser 


page nine) 
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State policemen confer Sunday fe noon at the Sayre 
Borough Police Department on the investigation into тле 
murder of Sharon Coston of Sayre. Second from the left is Lt. 
Edward Bloomer, in charge of the Towanda state police sub- 


station and one of the men responsible for the: investigation. 
Both Bloomer and District Attorney Maurice Epstein praised 


Sayre Borough Potice for their assistance and соорегг 


Уто 


amr ritmo m e 


V. o SF FETTE CTh em 





ation. 
(Daily Review Photo) 
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(Continued from page ore) p | 
them togethe: a ici.” | Т. 
Boehm saw the | '*Ikinz in downtown | i 


Sayre Sunday afterr a л, the last day she 
was seen, he told a reporter and police, 

But the girl's parents declare that she | 
was home all that afternoon, | 

Kay Ciavardini, about the same age and | 

another school friend of the Coston girl, | 
commented, “She was a pretty girl. She 
did well in school, and was in some schoo! 
activities. She liked to play the guitar a lot. 
It seems sorn like this (the murder) 
would happer v York City, but not 
around here. It's scary, this is such a small 
place.” 

Both Boehm ала the Ciavardini girl said Î 
they knew of no enernies that the Coston 
girl might have hud. They said they had 
never seen her hitchhiking, a somewhat 
common practice among youth of teday. 
But, Boehm recalle а, of seeing her the last 
time Sunday that she acted as if she might 
be getting ready to hitchhike. He said it 

was just an impre he had. 

Two long-haired Sayre teenagers, who 
didn’t wish to be ex yesterday also 
said they knew the giri well. 


“She was a pretty cool chick," 


N72 


in Me 


ssion 


- one said. 
irderer) 


"Somebody (her гл is reallv sick, 
walking around here." 

"She kept a lot to herself," the other 
added, ‘‘(The killer must be) Some really 
crazy dude, really! She was too young to 


have any enemies.” 
A friend of the Cos! 
the 


5 observed that 
family is beginning to adjust to t) 


2 rao 
= J sme 
tragedy 
"But the realization sometiraes returns 
to hit them like : he retlected 
While the girl's father has begun to settle 
down somewhat. the end explained 
“Mrs. Coston is hoping to bring her 
(Sharon) back. She's not ready to let ner 
go yet.” 
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Bradford County Coroner 
. Gordon Farr points to the spot 
inan open field near Mile Lane 
in Athens Township where the 
body of Sharon Coston, 16, of 
Sayre, was found Saturday at 


10:30 a.m. by a hunter. 
(Daily Review Photo) 
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А force of 25 policemen working nearly 
` around the elnck since the discovery 
Е Saturday morning of the body of Sharon 
Coston, 16, of Sayre, reported Sunday night 
_ they have no leads at all on her murder. 


om 





Miss Coston’s nude and mutilated body 
was found by а hunier about 10:30 in a field 
along Mile Lane some two miles west of 
Blue Swan Airport in Athens Township. 
Her head had been shorn and her breasts 
slashed several times. | 

Her mutilation was disclosed by .her 
uncle who said at the Sayre Borough 
Police Department Sunday evening, “You 


| read about girls with their heads shaved 


and breasts cut off. I guess that’s what 
happened to Sharon.’ 

Authorities were asked if that were true 
and confirmed that her head had been 
shaved and that her breasts had been 
“horribly mutilated.” One authority in a 
position to know said there was evidence 


Area police agencies, investigating the 
murder of Sharon Coston, 16, of Sayre, who 
had been missing a week before her body 
was found Saturday, were relieved Sunday 
night when two other Bradford County 
missing giris were located and reunited 
with their parents. ; 

The girls, Debbie Newton and Joanne 
Gardner, both about 15 and of the Rome 
area, were located in a Second St., 
Towanda, home last night at 7 o'clock by 
Towanda Borough Patrolman Lyle Dunn, 
with the cooperation of Bradford County 
Jail Warden George Murray. 

The girls had been reported missing at 
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that the mutilation was probably carried 








ont after Miss Coston’s death. z 
But police said they did not believe she- i 
had been raped, adding that they were ^L 


awaiting return of lab tests results. 
Bradford County District Attorney Mau- 


rice Epstein characterized the murder and | 


mutilation as “а fiendish act,” Sunday 
night. 

Her death was due to strangulation, 
according to Bradford County Deputy 
Coroner Dr. Arthur B. King of Sayre, a 
staff member of the Robert Packer Hospit- 
al where the autopsy was performed. 

It was indicated by another official that 
something along the lines of a rope was 
used to strangle the girl, a junior at Sayre 


about 7:30 p.m. Thursday night and were 
reported last seen in the Towanda area 
about four hours later. But state police 
said Sunday afternoon they had been told 
that the girls were seen about midnight 
Saturday on York Avenue in Towanda. 

They were staying with íriends in 
Towanda who were unaware that the 
parents did not know the whereabouts of 
the girls. 

State police, since the discovery of the 
Coston girl's body Saturday, had 
accounted for all other local missin 
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Missing Rome Area Girls Found | 
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ly referring [0 police or the press) make borough hall. his head bowed. The uncle 
ро | her look like a bad girl. She wasn’t a bad who divulged the condition of her body 
t the’ girl's hands had been girl.” | expressed great bitterness and told one 

| Police said she had never been in any state policeman, "Give me first grab," 
d autopsy reports showed trouble with the law. when the killer is apprehended. Mr. Coston 


] had been eating regularly : 
sappearance, and urged as did (SEE MURDER, page nine) 
os Айип "m | Т па инат Ане о ty "m. VEY MEE et чи ade ted 


Mr. Coston sat on the steps at the 
за anyone who may have seen the 
Sunday night and Thursday, 


indicated may have been the day 





| 
| 


! 
} 
г death, to contact the state police or | 
ffice in Towanda. | 3 
"Her death is believed to have occurred 24 | UNT | Mag 
| to 4g hours prior to the time the body was | ў p 
found. The upper portion of her body was | 
| covered by a green plastic garbage bag. | 
|. Police said they do not believe the crime | 
| was committed at the location the body | 
| was discovered; they believe her body was 
| The body. lying face upward, feet to- i УР 
"| ward the road, was located 10 feet from  . | Ме 
Я Mile Lane. а gravel road, in an open field. ; 
| The hunter who found her told The | a pena 
| Review last night, “I didn't believe it was ` E gr EA 
| real, but it was." He immediately contact- Noo e ан 7 
| ed police and led them to the body, but was deb 
reportedly so shaken that he could hardly 
give police the details surrounding her | 
discovery. Police refused to release his | | вва" | | bg 
name and he requested that his name not — [xo i Th M | | 
| be published when The Review contacted 
БЕ him. | 3 Я ^ js Mo duae y љета * 
Miss Coston was last seen when she left _ о Be i 
her home at 209 N. Lehigh Street on foot : | Ron To Ec Ww 
Oct. 28'at 7 p.m. to buy cigarettes. she 
| apparently never reached a store.-Police EE 
said all of the stores that were open that UNE 
‘Sunday evening had been checked and she Ў PS e 
| was not seen that night in any of the stores. | | cun 
She was reported missing Monday at 
5:40 p.m. by her parents, who had believed 
until that time that she had gone to see her 
grandmother, a double amputee, who lived 
| nearby.; 
|  Thegirlhad been reported missing three 
| times earlier this year. but had always 
| returned home the next day after staying 
| overnight with a girl friend. 
Miss Coston was described as a quiet | | it | NOD 
girl, ап above average student at Sayre Bek Poet Ыы dus AE atus cad Ops xi на oca IR TUE "ESSO Ж 
аро оа аа Ое This is a photograph of Sharon Coston. State police and 


at the Sayre Borough Police Department District Attorney Maurice Epstein Sunday urged anyone who 
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{f Sunday night to talk with police investiga- may have seen this girl after 7 p.m. Sunday, OC". 28, and 


|| (ors. broke down and sobbed in a hallway, Thursday, Nov. 1, 10 immediately contact the state police 






ing a fear that "They'll (apparent- ‘substation at Towanda, 265-2186, or Epsiein's office, 265-5646. 
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| | (Continued from nage one) NON 
| also spoke of revenge, discussing how the deal of weight on any possible connection. |. uM, i 
— 1 murderer should be treated И apprehend- Neither did another policeman involved in s$ # > 
у E the case. | 3 ae SA 
А j Mrs. Coston pleaded with police, ''1 hope Neither did the district attorney who | | Бат "3 
{ you come up with something." said last night that while there were а ` ^1 ad } 
| і At least three more police investigators ^ similarities in some aspects, he does not |' | s ; y x E 
— from the Wyoming State Police barracks give much credence to a possible connec- | Се. : У ~ 
3 i are expected to join the effort today. Lt.. tion, saying there was “something of the E d мтр тт p 
х Edward Bloomer, in charge of the state fiend,” indicated in the murder and muti- | Po 3 | ЖКА 
— | police barracks in Towanda, repeated lation of Miss Coston. { г urs »- sui. + 
E Sunday a plea to the public to cortact the Epstein said he could not recall in his | | n bing Я Per j 
~ . local state police substation immediately 331 years of Jaw practice in Bradford | t Ж еза DE i 
^ if they have any information that could be County any murder similar to this one. -Hi ПЭ: у | +. 
helpful to the investigation. The district attorney participated inj. ВХ vt AEN 
К ipo MET questioning of several persons Saturday ¢ па 74 А 
. Bloomer could not even estimate the after the discovery of the body and is 
of people police had interviewed keeping in close touch with the investiga- 7 i isl 
Sunday afternoon. some werebeing tion. HE 
ET dE V : Among those being ар Others sharing responsibility for the Ё. T 24 Ass 
___ Mewed were the girl's friends. relatives: investigation are Lt. Donald Dorris of the Ë ios Уй 
E m almost anyone who knew her.  Wyomi imi PE | 
blu M : 4 yoming barracks and Criminal Investi- | je Pte ramet | 
‘Eee At the time of her disappearance she gator John George, the first state police Z6 ED - T 
dk was NT e mm which Sonia. e | 49 i | 
ipped down the front, faded blue jeans. а Miss Coston was born i Ro. | а Tue o 
tan maxi coat and brown buckle 957 2 Sayr e Oc 11 HE Р Ир E 
i. Sunday а ilaw | ЕН | Её ЙЕР] is 
ри ay afternoon a Wilawana She was a member of the Church of the E FEE REE Pret AL 
Breed finding a purple Redeemer іп Sayre. BL | кыо; | | ВМ ТАН БИ 
dump site near Wilawana. Besides h E m es E >: ~ | | | АЕ за НА 
eked i - E ег parents, she is survived by || | d BENE D Lun sul ОЕ SN T I e AEN. | : $i 
ACOH out end determined it — two sister Mrs ВЕЕ: BPE ызны ipi re — 
Ebwenter Miss ' S. Mrs. George (Sherry) Lee of [5 | | : gr, 
Ke Coston had been Millsboro Del ~ Ј n E hi . th t A eae б diee" “Ss 
ng. | 3 E ean Coston at home; а | | This is the Coston home on N. Lehigh Ave., Sayre, wiich these. Ё 
ce conducted an intensive search of er. Eugene, at home; maternal | — 





murdered girl left Oct. 28 to walk їо a store for cigarettes. As | 
far as was known last night she was never seen from the time зе. ai i 


she walked out the door here until her body was found Saturday p. 
morning. | TE c 





E ae grandparents, Mr. and Mrs Charl EN г. | 
ea in which she had been found . Charles Rob- Ег i 
= by spotlights until 4 a.m. Sunday. erts of Sayre; paternal grandmother, Mrs. E 


Gid Coston of Albany. Са · E 
as fo 4 y. Ga.; several aunts, E^ 
E "t ped, none of her clothing, uncles, cousins. a niece and a nephew. E. 

















CTS IPM Funeral services will be held | | ae x (Daily Review Photo) v 
Feri “ - Juice were relati 4 е Tuesday at ? | | З * e eu „эй. а T nm g КУ 
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York; The 20 to 25 police officers are voting, 45 ee ASA PS » 

z x ; i tairs and were р 
Е Е й of the Sayre police | stairs an | zc 

м К bv Sayre and | worsing Oui Oi , d im zd nect iscuss their find- 
Stale аге; Tha lit encies, | department on the case, and yes- | this mormng to di ae 
other area local police agencies, | dej xx { ings over the past 2 5. 

are continuing 


hei | rday held various conferences 
their Imost | terday Пеја | | xc а: 
he-clock investigation into | and meetings in the borough coun- They could be g 
ac ы A ar-| cil rooms. Today, being election 


ae Е 16 = old Sayre | day when the rooms are used for | (Continued on Page 13, Column 1) 
ron Coston, 16-year- ) ? 


High School junior whose nude 
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(Continued from Page 1) 


going from the vuiiding in groups 
or singly as they pressed every 
piece of information received to 
its fullest, in an attempt to get a 
lead on the killer or killers, 
Besides questioning the dead 
girl’s friends and others who they 
learn could have known her, they 
have been -checking on clothing 
which has been reportedly found 
in various areas. A tip on a pur- 
ple sweater found at a dump led 
police to the site by a man, but 
the garment was shown to the 
girl's parents and they said that 
it did not belong to her. 
Another тап found a pair of 
coveralls some distance from the 
Site where the body was found. 
and these were turned over to 
police and will be checked. The 
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-es i eae 


the Chemung County Sh 
partment at 10:19 Ја 


were held at the Lowery Funera 
Home in Athens this mornin 
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and while the probe into the 
death of the Sayre girl was pro- 
ceeding today, area police rece 
ed an alert to be on the lookout 
for another missing girl, this one 
from Elmira. 

Her name is Donna L. Scott. 
and has been missin 1 "ri 
day, Nov. 2. She 
being 13 years of age, a white 
female, 4'10" tall, weighing 100 
pounds and has brown hair and 
eyes. 

The alert was received from 
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Funeral services 











Б: police are probing other such 
and mutilated body was found in "n S acid pieces of information — bits and 
Athens Township last Saturday ri pieces, here and there, and they 

: morning by а шет, Би ud у. investigate eagh as though it were 

a have not as yet come up des i a lead of importance. 

2 any Goncrele clues to her пїш- They are busy trying to findi 

m3 пете as yet, they reported to- | Li еш vat happened to her after 

F day, E €——— QTY sne lert her home to go down-| 

^ Ет, 14 Ty eb j tery, Athens. town to buy a pack of cigarettes | 
EU SUEDE ^. | 7 Къу 5, about 7 o'clock Sunday night, Oct. | 
| 000 reward is being pffened E 11060). G, о. 28. She was never seen by her: 
| о lo AH Mialton 05 on parents after that, but apparent- 
До | ~ ly was seen by зотеопе, It was 


| The reward has been started || | | - H Id 
EB D == runeral is пе 


000 figure can even be topped. | Funeral services for Sharron 
Contributions were being made to- | Jean Coston of 209 №. Lehigh Ave., 
day, mostly by business people in | Sayre, were held Tuesday at 11 
the Valley, but it is emphasized à | али, et the Church of the Re- 
that amy person may contribute | deemer in Sayre. 

to the fund, which has received | Rev. Albert F, Greene, rector, 
the approval of high police offi- | officiated. 


cials m charge of the investiga- Burial was in Bradford County 


E ton — Memorial Park, Luthers Mills, 
-Donations may be left at the Pallbearers were Charles. Har- 


not until last Saturday that her! 
body was found by a hunter about 
three miles above the Blue Swan 
Airport in a field adjacent to 
Mile Lane Road. It is believed 
that she was probably alive until 
24 or 48 hours before she was! 
Strangled with what is thought to 
have been a Strong cord and her | 
body then pleced in a green plas- | 
ti: bag from the waist up and 
then taken to the site where it 
Was dumped into the field, 
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Langan and Leo Rexall Pharma- Ша шл син j No stone is being left unturned, 
= | Joseph Roberts, Ronald , and ice officials и "| 
су, 121 W. Packer Ave. Checks i Moore, Gary Bennett and Austin the police officials Working on 


the case are from the Pe; 
vania and New York St 
Departments of Crimin: 
gation, aided by local 
policemen, They are very intense 
in their investigation and are pro 
fessionals nt thai. le P 
qn Шс. ан 


— maybe mailed to the Sayre Busi- . Hunter. 


Hess Association care .of Sharron! The services were largely at- 
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` “She appears to have vanished from the 
` ` face of the earth after Sunday," a state 
` police investigator said Monday of Sharon 
=. Coston, 16, a Sayre girl found slain 
` ` Saturday after she disappeared from her 
` e home Sunday a week ago. 5 

Lt Donald Dorris of the criminal 
investigation department at the state * 
police's Wyoming headquarters, and who 
is heading the Sayre probe, reported 
yesterday that authorities still have no 
solid leads in the case. 

He explained that a number of 
preliminary leads have been reported to 


the investigators, and that this 
{ information is being pursued by his men in 


a depth. | 
~ Over 20 pciicemen from this state and 
> New York State are involved in a nearly 
.  round-the-clock.investigation of the girl's 


^ murder. 
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No Solid Leads Report 
Sharon Coston Murder Cas 


Nobody has been located who saw the 
girl after Sunday, Dorris stated. He 
stressed the ''desperation" felt by his 
investigators following 50 hours of the 
probe, in which about 50 of the girl's 
friends were interrogated, resulting in 
nothing of importance in the case being 
found. | 

A special private telephone number has 
been established at the state police 
substation in North Towanda. The number 
is 265-9777, and police have asked that 
anyone with information regarding the 
girl’s whereabouts since Sunday contact 
police by calling that number. 


Asked if there was any indication that 
drug use may have been connected to the 
death, Dorris replied, ‘‘Not specifically. 
Narcotics have come up in the 
investigation, of course. Her peer group 
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uses some.”’ 


He noted that the thrust of his men’s 
investigation is now aimed at an attempt |. 
to trace the girl's movements UP to and | 
after she disappeared. "А few people, not 












suspects, have not yet been located to | | 
make statements," he added. | 2 


Dorris said the girl's missing clothing `; 
still hasn't been located. Не said a check of | — 
motels had been made to ascertain if | 
she may have been held in one of} 
those. The lieutenant added that results of 
laboratory investigation of the killing are 
expected shortly. 

Meanwhile, police in the county were 
alerted last night to be on the lookout for a 
13-year-old Elmira girl missing since 5 
p.m. Friday. | 

Donna Lynn Scott was described as 410” 
with brown eyes and long brown hair. 
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“We think we have some progress... 
little more color," in the investigation int 

d the murder of 16-year-old Sharon Coston o 
| j Sayre, Bradford County District Attorney 
f Maurice Epstein said late last night. 

| Epstein said 

| theintensive round-the-clock investigation 
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‘ > ton girl’s body Saturday, “has not led us 
| down a blind alley.” à; 
| He said ће was hopeful, but Stressed it 
_ | was only a hope that, investigators would 
_| have a break within 48 hours. 
| Epstein, at the time he was making 
those comments, was in consultation with 
ү Lt. Edward Bloomer, commander of the 
4 State police Substation in North Towanda 
and other state police in vestigators at the 
"| Sayre Borough Police Department build- 
б! ing, headquarters for the investigation. 
Epstein said there had been no change in 
information given earlier Tuesday by Lt. 
Bloomer that so far police have no prime 


M j Suspect, no motive has been established 
Eo D 3 and the location of Miss Coston's murder 
dpt | has not been discovered. 


Her body was found 10 feet from Mile 
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Lane in Athens Township about two miles 
West of Blue Swan Airport, 


Bloomer discounted апу possible соп- 


boys whose 


bodies were found Monday in Falls Town- 


Ship, Wyoming County. 

Questioned about reports concerning а 
possible connection, Bloomer said police 
Working on the Coston case here believe 
there is "definitely по connection Whatso- 
ever," between the crimes. Bloomer also 
ruled out any connection between the 
Sayre girl’s murder and that of a 12-year- 
old South Williamsport girl whose body 
was found last week. 

Partial lab tests results received Tues- 
preliminary cause of 
Miss Coston’s death as strangulation, 
Bloomer said. 

Investigators have been checking aban- 
doned houses in the Valley towns, and 
cottages and cabins in the rural area 
Surrounding the Valley, but have come up 
with nothing substantial yet, he said. 
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Sharon 
{ Sereamed Her 


as 
+ i ' ehe looked learned that her daughter У 
When I think of how ( асно, she asied to speak 


ad uh nh a friend of her daughter's 
had such beautiful hair... (пе cuts W! до Две 
Son her Ком I'll never forget and school authorities promised 


' i the Coston 
е4 i · 1 screamed to have the girl call 
E one uos home between classes. At 9:50 


i 1 d 
| | ther of slain Ше friend called Mrs. Coston an 
Nos doe Кое Tuesday Said she believed Sharon had 
described her reaction when she сны to attend a party Sunday 
had to identify the body of her 16- night. 

vear-old daughter Saturday Mrs. Coston then А 
following the discovery of the downtown in Sayre to see 1! 5 
girl’s body in Athens Township. 


could find Sharon, going into 
The nex: thing she remembers Sayre Police headquarters at 
|| is being on the floor looking up at noon 


and reporting E ped 
img. When she had daughter was missing and aske 
| d dd in ced e degree the police to keep a E 
she went to the borough hall to go her, Sayre police said Tuesday 
over with state polic» details Mrs. Coston had asked them not 
осор her deughter's 10 put it on the radio yet, 
disappearance on the e ;ening of believeing that perhaps Sharon 
Oct. 28. had skipped school that day and 
Said Mrs. Gugene Соѕ.оп hours would be home after school. 
after her daughter's funeral rites Mrs. Coston then returned to 
and burial, “I hope and pray to her home and began calling 
God her death will help other friends and the state police 
girls and their families become substation and asked them to 
~ closer." check a place on the Stateline 
| Speaking of her daughter's Road that Mrs. Coston described 
i 
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death. Mrs. Coston said, “I want аѕ а "hippie" place, а tent in an 
everything they did to her Open field where parties had been 
known...I owe this to Sharon... I held in the past. 

. want them (the public) to When her husband came home 


` realize..] couldn't take it if from work, they drove out to the 
somebody else loses their place at Stateline Road but found 
daughter like we did Sharon." ПО tent or any sign of anybody. 
-She said, “God knows I love They went to Sayre Hill and 
her. When I kissed her at the Checked at the home of a family 


funeral рапог...1 know it sounds friend who told them Sharon had 
!silly.. talked to her. I said not been to visit them. They also 


| ‘Honey, we tried. We tried to find ‘ld the Costons that they did not 
believe there had been any 


; you. We tried.' l 
Mrs. Coston was distressed Parties at the site near Stateline 


that a confidant of the family told Road recently. Mrs. Coston said a 
The Review that she felt guilty Van used to pick up Sayre youths 
` that she had not checked Sunday 319 take them to parties at that 
night with Sharon’s grandmother $!te. 

to see if the girl was there. It was When the Costons returned to 
reported at the time that the girl Sayre, they went to the police 
often stayed with Бег headquarters and formally’ 
grandmother, who lives on the reported Sharon missing. 

first floor of the Coston residence At this point in Mrs. Coston’s | 
at 209 N. Lehigh Ave., so Mrs. narrative Tuesday of their search 
Coston had not become alarmed. 777 
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„ Mrs. Coston said Tuesday that | 1 
she called Sayre High School | | 
early Monday morning, Oct. 29, | | 
and asked if Sharon was in 1 | 
school. + 
_ The absentee list had not been | 
drawn up yet at the time she | 
"alled, so she called again and {є 
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Cosion’s | 


reflected. 


y State police said Tuesday that his 


| а that ће borough police 
| ha 


- Thursday morning she sat at the 


^ mule abo" 
da 





other: | 
Name’ 


for Sharon, a woman delivered a 
flower arrangement. Mrs. Coston 
opened the card and said in a 
choked voice, ‘‘They're from 
Sharon's class." She wept then, 
the only time her composure 
failed, 

Mrs. Coston said when she 
spoke with Sayre Police she 
urged them to take action on her 
daughter’s case, saying in words 
that sound prophetic now, “You 
might just find someone laying 
dead some place. It hasn't 
happened yet, but it could." 

Tuesday, Sayre police gave the 
Sayre paper and radio station 
information concerning the 

. disappearance of Sharon. Later 
the information was given fo a 
Horseheads radio station and 
Thursday night her picture was 
flashed on an Elmira TV station. 

“Tt hurts and it still does hurt 
that Sharon didn't know we were 
looking for her," said Mrs. { 
Coston who believes her daughter | 
was murdered Thursday. The | 
Costons said they fear the report | 
that Sharon was missing may not 
have been broadcast until 
Thursday, and Mrs. Coston 
seemed haunted that Sharon may 
not have known her father and 
mother were searching for her. 

“But I know she must’ve known 
we were looking for her," she | 

| 

Mrs. Coston told of telling | 
Sayre Police as days went by that 


Sharon would never run away. 
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‘She said her daughter had 


promised her that. ‘І told them. 1 
told them,’’ Mrs. Coston said. 
Tuesday Sayre Police Chief Ray 
Eldred said Mrs. Coston had 
impressed upon them that Sharon 
would not have run away. Checks 
were made in the Poconos where | 
a relative of Sharon’s had once 
gone, andchecks were made with | 
Sharon’s sister in Delaware. 

Lt. Edward Bloomer of the 


men had analyzed the Sayre 
Police efforts on the Ё 
disappearance of Sharon and had | 


| conducted 
investigation, 
Mrs. Coston recalled that on 


а proper 


kichen table across from where 
her daughter always sat. 
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Sharon actua 


air pulled up 
cut the way she 
in the mornin 
Mrs. Coston sa 
up and wa 
and as she 


өт don't know 
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we knew. 

Saturday а 


Sayre pap 
had been found, 


Е premonition. One of 
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ughter, N 

long blond 
'n the back with pin 
always looke 
g. It became 80 real, 
id, that she stood 


d the table | 
“touched” Sharon, the | 
eared. | 


" said Mrs. Coston. | 


how we knew, but ' 
When a Story appeared їп 


(ternoon's issue of the 1 
er that a girl's body (8 
Mrs. Coston said 
‘Gone (her husband) and I knew | 
then We knew.” It was after that ix 
Sayre police arrived at the house | 
and asked for Mr. Coston. Told he , 
was working, police leit, i 
returning again later to learn & 
that Sharon's father still had not E 
come home from work. It was | 
F 
i 
4 
| 


ear there 


ked aroun 


ision disapp 
“We knew, 






then they took Mrs. Coston to 
identify the body of her daughter. 
Mrs. Coston said titles of poems | 
Sharon had written makes her ; 
think Sharon also had а 
1 the potms 
was entitled, ''Minutes тоо 
| Late," and another, “Му Life?” . 
Her father talked with tears n 
| his eyes of Sharon’ artistic 
| talents. He recalled how sne 
| would work a ball of clay with а 
| knitting needle, creating faces in 


Е 


> 


(c — M эшле c— чс с 


| the clay. He showed off some of 

| hér art work. She loved music, he 
said, describing her absorption to 

| the point that when listening to 
music, she became totally 
unaware of anything else around 
her. 


His eyes filled with tears again 


| 
| 


| and he pulled on a coat and 
| excused himself. He was making 
| his daily trip to the borough 
| police headquarters to see if 
| police had come up with any 

leads on the murder of his child. 
| "She was a beautiful girl," he 
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SAYRE — Police said Nee 

hight that they hope for a major break in 
the Sha ron Coston murder case within 48 
hours, but they would not say that an 
arrest is imminent. 


Police said the investigation into the 
murder of the 16-year-old girl had been 
, Pro down to Шер. strong leads. 
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“Tf you look а it like a jigsaw puzzle, 
95 per cent of it has been put into place," 
said Eugene J. Brennan of the criminal 
investigation department as the State 
Police headquarters in Wyoming County. 

Brennan said he conferred Tuesday 
night with Bradford County Dist. Atty. 
Maurice Epstein, who officially heads the 
investigation. 
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"T told him we had four direetions we 
were poing in and'one of them is the an- 
Swer to the investigation," Brennan said, 

One of the four possibilities was 
eliminated Wednesday after an in- 
vestigation by Brennan. 

State police invesliyators have been 
tracking down clues to the strangulation 
murder of the Sayre High School 
sophomore, whose nude body was found 
partially covered by a green plastic bag 
last Saturday at 10:30 a.m. 

Police said she was last seen leaving 
her home at 209 N. Lehigh Ave. Oct. 28. 

A hunter discovered the body while he 


was walking through a field along Mile . 


Lane Road about two miles west of Blue 
Swan Airport. 
Cuts and bruises were found on the 


.body and the hands appeared to have been 


tied at one time, the district attorney said. 
Her hair was chopped off with a knife, 
Epstein said, but sexual assault was not 
apparent. 


The estimated time of death occurred 
24 to 48 hours before the body was 
discovered according to the report by 
Gordon E. Farr, Bradford County 
coroner, 

The 20 state police investigators 
working on the murder case are con- 
sidéring every possible angle, said Lt. 
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Edward 
Towanda barracks. 


ra 


Ploumer conunander of Lr 

The possible connection with fast 
Wednesday night, the approximate time 
of the girl's death, beinu Halloween plus 
the unusual conditions of the zirl's bods 
and disappearance is being considered, 
he said. 

"Tt was unique," Bloomer said, "how 
the hair was cut and the way the body was 
marked.” 

Lt. John George agreed the case wa 
unusual, He noted as an example that th 
body appeared to have been placed in th 
field rather than thrown, judging by th 
manner in which the hands were carefull 
crossed on the body rather than lyir 
limply overhead. 

Bloomer said none of the girl's clothi: 
or the weapons used, or the place of t 
murder has been found. 

Bloomer said the police don't ha 
"any prime suspects" but they аге 5 


following leads. 

"We trying ‘to verify so 
statements and clarify others," he se 
"We check everything out to the fulles 

Information vs leads are ¢ oming 
constantly, the investigator said, and 
special telep > numba 265-9 


established ae the Towanda State Po 
barracks has been used’ extensively 
people offering help. 
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5 ` + police investigating the Sharon Coston 
murder case said last night they are 
` Jooking for a white van bearing either 
` | Pennsylvania or New York State license 
ар |. plates, as well as other vehicles described 

4 ` to investigators by informants. 
—. The van and other vehicles are being 
е sought, Lt. Edward Bloomer said, because 

“people said she was seen in them, being 

picked up in the (Howard Elmer) park by 

them,” and riding in them. 
= Bloomer said his men haven't been able 
to substantiate these reports, and they are 
now looking for friends, relatives and 
acquaintances who may have information 
on these vehicles. 

The state police lieutenant, commander 
of the substatica in North Towanda, also 
said last night, "we hope that in 24 to 48 
hours we may have something 
substantial.” 

“We had some good leads this 
(Wednesday) morning, and we checked 
them out and they fizzled.” : 

“We won't give up. We're still working," 
Bloomer daid of the effort invglving 
between 30 to 40 investigators. The 
intensity of the investigation, whicb had 
been conducted nearly round-the-clock 
since Miss Coston's body was found last 
Saturday morning in Athens Township, 

will begin to taper off at the end of this 
week. 

Another investigator said that the men 
would continue the hunt "until we're 
treading water." Bloomer added that the 
search will continue until all leads are 
checked out, but to date, he said, nothing of 
positive value has been learned. : 
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The lieutenant related that police are 
still checking out what he called “pretty 
good leads." 

He said they liaven't been able to find 
her missing clothing, hair, the place of the 
murder, to ascertain her whereabouts | 
during the week she was missing, or to || 
arrive at a suspect. | 

With the investigators working nearly ` 
around the clock, Bloomer said the probe 
is now a process of elimination. He said the | 
investigation is being pursued in three or | 
four “different avenues." 

"It's not that we're not trying,’ 
declared. 

The lieutenant said his men have receiv- 
ed “lots of cooperation'' from the public. 

He mentioned that branches of the 
investigation have reached as far as Den- 
ver, Colo., and Florida. Bloomer said 

(SEE COSTON, page 18) 
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A 
Coston -- 
(Continued from page one) | 
Denver had been singled out “because | 
some names were mentioned." He said Ж 
some leads of this type had proved worth- | 
less, others helpful. 
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/ 
г described as having | 
ida, and it was | 
thought by | 
disappear- | 


The girl was earlie 
a boyfriend living in Flor 
there that she originally was 
officials to have gone when she 


Bloomer said the Florida boyfriend was 

not a suspect, but instead had helped 

“shed some light” on the case. 
“We have lots of things going," ће 

continued, “but nothing concrete on апу : 

oue suspect. We've got lots of calls we're 

ё -tracking down....and a couple of leads 

| prove or disprove.” | 

| He advised that his men yesterday 

continued searching Valley cabins, barns 

and the Sayre railroad yards, apparently 

3 for clues to the scene of the murder. 

Lab results on the murder arent уе! 

1 available, he remarked. 

j 3loomer observed that the only mis: 

] 

| 

| 

| 

| 


0 


person reported in the area at present ' 
an individual from New York State 
that this apparently isn't being connec! 
with the murders. 

A $1.000 reward for information 
| to the arrest and conviction of the 
À| girl's murderer has been offered v, 

group of Valley businessmen. 
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“We hope for some good inforii 
Bloomer said of the future of the inv 
tion. but noted that now it’s” Status qui 

A $3,000 reward has been posted for the 
arrest and conviction of the murder of the 
Williamsport girl, that money being do- 
nated by a sportsmen’s group and a bank 


there. 
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“We are making some progress 
v. NUS E" ‚.. but we are 


| progressing.” Li. Edward Bloom: 


er of the Pennsylvania State Po- 


‘lice told The Evening Times this 


^а 


| morning 95 the intensive investi- 
gation into the savage murder of 
| Wee c Sharron Coston of 209 
.. Lehigh Ave, Sayre, continues 
nc arly around the clock. 

very avenue is being probed, 
however, and it has now been 
learned that the inv estigation has 
"ended far west as Colorado, 
as far БИП as Florida, and into 
meny GE in betyeen. All tips 
eand quésipns enswered are being 
cure ull Studied and investigated 
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areas or anyplace where people|time are being probed. To date’ 
could gather for any length of | nothing has been found of the 
ан. clothing Sharron was wearing 
when she left home about 7 
o'clock Sunday night, Oct. 23, not 
|| to be seen again by her parente, 
| but evidently seen by someone. 


| 
а ل‎ Фф) 





murder cases whero mutilation is 
concerned, such a deed has been 
Cone prior to the death. But in 
tus case we are faced with some-ff 
thing entirely different — ти ар 
tion after death. We have investi-§ 
gated many strangulations, but[ 
nothing quite like this опе.” Апар 
this angle only makes the investi-] 
gating officers more determined pi i ‚ т" 
to come up with an answer. yn e ‚ Y, А ^ 4 E 
“This case has taken a lot of | | f UN ix 
leg work, but I think sooner ог | ү Исе | 
later it will pay off," Lt. Bloomer Ji Av У 
said. | 
Meanwhile, rumors have БЕЙ 


| 2 
running rampe: in the Valley a ^ 
3 Her > Ду we ound -by < 
area about tho case, andl E о-в | Her nude body was f y 


cers said that that is all they " hunter in a field about three mile 
МИ UIS. A n o € | beyond the Blue Swan Airport or 
c P dd ANEI ЈА 5 TEE ЄС 

ү! 

i 

a 





a а — ~ 1$ 
"mpg Fami omg "v may meme rapra om Т 





-— 


mnm anl , " чи 


T чи "E 





1 | а 





| 
| 
( (Continued from Page 1) 


per this moming reported that ар | saturday miae ај 3, pn 
white van was being 50 ught plastic bag covering down to v 
| waist, hiding ig her breasts, which 
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„©з F Ga whe-e it is said a for- | white vans but vans of many сој E the "Valley area as the 20 to 

(mer Boy friend of the slain gir ШО аме ocked them kal mag A. се 4 
mer boy fi end of ihe slain girl ors. We have checked Maly fos policemen work tirelessly to 
Роне “апа this investigation} and this particular white van an dy solve the crime ' 

ed to some valuable information | iis occupants has nothing to do, | 59 Mna EUN cee 


, terday thet 






from the youth. who is not listed | with the Coston ease up to now.” | 
as à pert; and another piece) It is known that the latest white § 
F infomation led officers to Den-| van is wanted in connection with} 


о 
ver, Colo, where more informa- 
пол on Sharron was gleaned. 

it. Bloomer told Tne Times yes- 
“ihis is one of the 


most unusual, and grisly, cases | 
we have had to date. In most 
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an attempted pickup yesterday af- | 
ternoon of a small Towanda boy | 
about 2 o’cleck, but in no way is fi 
fied in as yet with tha Sayre} 
girl's murder. | 

Motels, saloons, hotels, Parking 
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The reward fund for informa-! “This is most gratifying,” Jack 
- tion leading to the arrest and | Langan, president of the Associa- 
conviction of the slayer or slay- | | tion, told The Evening Times this 


ers of 16-vear-old Sharron Coston | morning.’ “It shows that people 
of Sayre ‘is now over the $1,200 not only in Sayre, but from Га, 
mark and is still rising. it was | wide area are fired up over this | 
reported this morning. ‘ghastly crime, and, as in the past, 
Meanwhile. although officers in| will rally to any support possi- 
charge of the investigation һаа бе." | 
nothing new to report, they took | Donations may be left at. the 
their case before the Savre High | Langan and Leo Rexall Pharma- 
School students this morning іп | су, 121 W. Packer Ave., Sayre, 
hopes of possibly getting some, and checks may be mailed to the 
help. | Sayre Business Association. care 
The reward fund, started by the of the Sharron Coston Reward 
Sayre Business Association an | Fund. 
bolstered by businessmen, citizens | In continuing their. exhausting 
and even older and young m | investigation. police took the prob- 
dren, should go even higher, it|lem before the 10th, 11th and 12th 
was reported. In addition to 2-15 рату students at Sayre Area 
ple stopping in at the Langan and! High School this morning. 
Гео Rexall Pharmacy to make | Troopers Jack Felicita and Mi- 
į their donations, and others mail-|chacl Jordan of the Pennsylvania 
ing checks, citizens have been|State Police attended a special | 
stopping these connected with the | assembly at the school and talk- 
Business Association*on the street | ed to the students about the case. 
to make a donation to help swell | Each student was then given ап | 
the reward fund. envelope with a piece of рарст 
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inside on which ће is asked to 
give any pertinent information hy 
may know regarding Sharron or 
| her whereabouts from the 

she left home until her body was 
found by a hunter. 

This information will be Кер! 
strictly confidential, police said 
and no names will be mentic 
regardless of what information 
received. Those who have по in- 
formation at all were still asked 
to return the envelope, thus as- 
suring strict secrecy. 

All of the envelopes were to be 
collected by school officials thi: 
afternoon and will be turned over 
to investigators for study. 

Today the large continent ( 
police were'afield іп а ¥ 
once again, trying to dig 1. 
information in the case — inf 


mation to add to that which thev 


already have. They are workin 
almost around the clock on th 
investigation, and will continue t 


| do so for some time, it was re- 


| | ported, 
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Wo Major 


‘State police investigating the brutal 
recent slaying of Sharon Coston, 16, Sayre, 
Thursday night still had no major 
developments to report. | 
ПК | 14. Donald Dorris of the Wyoming 
NT | Barracks, Who heads the state police 
з | рог ion of the probe, said investigators are 
| | now concentrating on several “priorities.” 
? | He wouldn't comment on what these were. 
Answering another question, Dorris said 
the role of a white van in the investigation 
had been "somewhat eliminated, to a 
degree.” It had been learned that area 
police were seeking this van, and other 
vehicles, which the slain girl had been 
у ` observed riding іп on occasions prior to 
2 | her disappearance. T 

































had been discovered to indicate such an 
act. | 

Dorris said he wasn't familiar with 
details of a report that the occupants of a 
white van had Wednesday afternoon at- 
E s ` tempted to pick up a small Towanda boy. 
Ке” “The preliminary part of the (Coston) 
ae investigation is complete," Dorris ex- 

plained. He stated that the completed 
| phase of the probe had been aimed at 





and other traits that might prove valuable. 
^ “We still have no information on her 
location after 7 p.m. Sunday (Oct. 28)," he 
reported. | 
The lieutenant also said he wasn’t 
| familiar with details of the reported 
disappearance Thursday of a Smithboro, 
N.Y., boy. | 


12:30 p.m. Thursday following a search 


A ЗЛЕ 


Гап ‘Somewhat’ Dism ssed 


Progress Reported 








Ne. я In answer to a question, Lt. Dorris saidi; 
ОР ` that the possibility of the murder being аф. 
7 ` cult or zitual-type slaying had been}. 
ie discussed. He said this theory “was some | 
people's reaction," and added that nothing | 


learning the girl’s character, behavior, Ч 





The boy, Топу Dreslin, 9, was found at 


launched after his parents learned he had 
failed to board a school bus between 8 and 













Coston 


8:30 a.m., state police at Owego said last 
night, | 

He was spotted crossing the East 
Whitcomb Road off old Rt. 17 within a mile 
of his home by Trooper John Cleveland. 

The boy, police said, apparently skipped 
school because of problems with a teacher. 

Police, firemen and members of the 
Owego Fire Department Rescue Squad 
conducted an extensive search of the 
surrounding area while waiting for 
bloodhounds and handlers from the Oneida 
state police barracks. 

Dorris said the intense Coston in- 
vestigation would be continued “as long as 
we can." He predicted a “уегу lengthy 
елее investigation." 
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» area where the search was to be- | where the search start | 
|| gin was 28 degrees, and will prob- | were briefed by police di ees 
] У go lower as the day progress- Б they were searching for. | 
. 4 . | oats were to go down-river о | AAA E C T T? 
(~ | The object of the search is both the Py and west "ans bU: peor TE >. у um ALT 
A jl woe clothing which Sharron was wear- and other searchers, along with | T y из "a у“: | t 
m üfted|ing when last seen on Sunday | police, were to walk along NEL УЖ УШ bs: 
of the Chemung night, Oct. 28, when she is said | banks behind them | a ee oi ДА j 15. 14 2 
ornate ‘to have left her home to go down-| They were told (o нак Wo LEES ЖЕРК, | 
a. town to get a pack of cigarettes. | branch ог stump йл out of | (i m ИР 
pa s. Sha was петак secti again By Ber | (ha water" во that any article of | ORT ED S у Cis TENE 
sylvania State Police this | parents, although an autopsy con- | clothing He Бе lele of | ЦИ РА Ж ЦТ ИМ, T 
nir z, on probably the coldest ducted later revealed that she re Mt be Y "s the sur- | MEM АЖ ЖАУ: МЕ” а 
ay of the season 50 far, enlisted | had food in her stomach, indicat- | pare Fs the sbi оозе, Mem- |.) er by Eos | Me P 
e aid of the Waverly, Sayre| ing that she had been kept alive | and n | deed Search | ИМИШ LS E 3 О ИДИ 
| Athens Fire Department Res-, until about Thursday before her | be | TAS БУЗ h the лун ر‎ БУА ТАК 4v d | Би 
| cue Squacis with their boats and|body was found on Saturday uv a the water if n n. gp DENN Yo. wk 
LT p e. a 







` SCUBA divers, and also secured 
te boats for the task. The 
temperature at 10:30 when ‘ae 
` group left for the Tozer's Bridge 
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emen 
morn- 


| morning last ‘eek. 

The тагу volunict: 

who answerGd the call th 
ing to the Sayre bore 


and exhaustive searches 
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Sayre Students Respond 
{ СЕ 

НЕ 3 "me Ад). 0 , ( 
lo Coston Invesugators '"* 
disproving numerous leads phoned in or Vi 
called in by area residents to investigators | 
headquartered at the Sayre Borough Po- 
lice building. 

However, police are concentrating on | 
“four or five different avenues," Bloomer | 
said last night. Yet to be determined is 
Miss Coston’s whereabouts from the time | 
she left home at 7 p.m. Oct. 28 to buy 
cigarettes until the discovery of her body. 
Lt. Bloomer said last night police have no | 
idea where the girl was during that time, | 
although autopsy results show that she had 
“eaten regularly", after her disappear- | 
ance, according to Bradford County Dis- f 
trict Attorney Maurice Epstein who has | 
been maintaining close ties to the investi- | 
galion. 

Bloomer said the police have received 
"tremendous cooperation” from area resi- | 
dentsin their investigation, A reward fund | 
for information pertaining to the case was | 
reported over $1,200 Friday, The fund, 
started by the Sayre Business Association 
and bolstered by businessmen, citizens, 
both young and old, is expected to continue 
increasing, according to one report, 

Last night, as nearly a week of exhaust- 
ing hours came to a close, Lt. Bloomer 
said, "We're not giving up. We're not 
giving цр." $ 


~ 













“We got lots of wonderful cooperation 
‘from the school, the students and the 
ад ninistration," Lt. Edward Bloomer 
1 said last night concerning а special as- 
' sembly held Friday at Sayre High School 
| by state police concerning the Sharon 
_ || Coston murder case. 
^! Trooper Michael Jordan and Jack Feli- 
`, cita visited the school and discussed the 
_ ease with senior high school students, then 
|] distributed an envelope and paper 10 each 
|| student, asking the youths to give any 
| | pertinent information they might know 
| 1 regarding the murdered girl or her where- 
11 abouts from the night she left home, Oct. 
| 28, until her body was found, Nov. 3. 


Bloomer said police have received some 
‘| information from the anonymous notes 
|) written by the students and collected 
4 Friday afternoon by school authorities, 
i that will require a great deal more "Јер 
work”. "Leg work” is what the force of 20 
4 to 25 police investigators has been doing 
| nearly around the clock since the discov- 
| ery of the 16-year-old Sayre girl's mutilat- 
| ed body in a field in Athens Twp. one week 
| ago today. 
7 And Bloomer’s words Friday night, 
| “Right now we are where we were when 
| we found her," would appear to indicate 
| that the “leg work”’ has resulted mostly in 
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У. unteer searc Ent 
Turn up Coston Clues 


A detailed description of jewel Jinch pile lining; multi- colo:ed| 
ry and clothing worn by' Miss | embroidered band immediately} 


Coston when she left home, and | Above the trimmed cuff 1 
which has been distributed to po | hem; coat bearin ae 5 у 
lice agencies over а wide агса, | buck label; | HR a 
has been released as follows; Purple sweater, long. Исет | 
Rings — one with a light purple | medium Size with seven-inch zip- | 

| 


stone, a Tiffany setting and gold- | pet in front with a brass-colored | 




















Ang I extensive 
N | Search | over ће weekend, this one 
! | by vail cy fire companies, mem- 
bers of Bradford County Civil 


Defense and the Civil Air Ра 
vale citizens, around 


failed to turn up any 
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m Clues into the slaying of 16-year- fired am 
old Sharron Goston of 209 N. Le- colore metal; another a friend’ j ring on zipper top; S 

<x but Hee by ship ring, white metal with рег. | label; p; Sears- aov] 

Light blue faded jeans, size 7,! 


foration on the entire circumfer- 
ence; a third ring was ап opal|vipper in front with snaps on top: 


stone, heart-shaped and set in| bell bottoms; two front pocket: 
gold-colored metal, with a dent|one and one-half-inch wide dark | 
on the bottom of the band. brown belt, size 32, with round 
Clothing. — a Maxi coat wilh | brass bull-ring buckle: | 
hood; A-line style; canvas tex-{ Shoes, light brown, round blunt. | 
ture; wooden barrel buttons апа | (їр, composition soles heels, tip! 
cord hooks; two-side angular poc-| and inset and counter - tim: | 
Kets; tan pile lining, cuffs, hood | med with leather rib; Brown Shoe | 
and аш With threes Co. label, style-Gridiron, | 
pem БШШ ЖЫШ — Ма И WEI ;. 


high Ave, Sayre 
no mel ' deterred police from 


their intensive investigation in the 


зе А 
Оуег 40 volunteers from the ог- 


Panizations famed out around the 
Valley Saturday and Sunday and 
probed every nook and cranny, 
and also the Chemung River, for 
Some clue, Several items were 
: found, especially in the river 
? | Search, it was reported, but noth- 
ing that could be connected witli 
[ the Coston case. | 
| Valley firemen and their rescue} || 
Squads, the Valley SCUBA unit) 

' | and other citizens checked the riv-| 1 
er from Tozers Bridge down as} 
far as the Tioga St. bridge inj 

„ | Athens, shaking every bush and 

_ | piece of wood Seen in the hopes! 

1 | of releasing some article of cloth-' 
ing worn by the slain girl when, 

.|she was: last seen. But nothing, 
of importance was revealed. | 

| On \ Sunday the Civil Defense! 
and CAP units undertook another; 
extensive ground search over 
wide area, with top CAP offi- 
cials from as far away as Wil: 
liamsport on hand to help, au 
ccntinued their unsuccessíu. 
search until darkness called 

| halt. Nothing in the line of cloth- 
ing was found, it was reported b; 


| Lt. Edward Bloomer of the Penn- 


See 


* 
Mb е, 


| 
| 


sylvania State Police. who 15 onc 





of the officers in charge of the 
investigation, | 
: ; E E речи 
dui КОПТЕ; е; | 





each search group both days, an 
er rore Search 


the various units were inier-con 
| nected by radio communication. ; 

Officers of Group 1100 of the Northeastern Pennsylva-, 

nia Civil Air Patrol are shown being briefed prior to a 


"rer СЕ, шшш C ОТ 7 
search over the weekend in the Valley area for so 
clue to the slaying of Sharron Coston of Sayre. Seai ted 


are Sgt. Willard Heberling of ttis Pennsylvania State 
Police, right, who briefed the group, and Lt. Donald 
Yost of Williamsport. Sii anding from left are Second 
Lt. David Rath of Athens; First Lt. Daniel Murphy oi 
|| Sayre; С Capt. Earl Bryant of T owanda and Major Lewis 
| Hunsinger of Williamspol h P hoto by Wand 
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A State Trooper ассотратше | n "T | | 
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1 Boat Put into Use 


On the coldest day of the upcoming winter season — Saturda 


| 3nd their rescue equipment took to the сћију Chemung River 
А A in the murder of Sharron Coston of Sayre. The Wav 


= 
| jin the operation, is shown Starting its down-river trip from the area of T- 4: 
23 Eridce, 


Evening Times Photo—Rov F 
— G о =a- : ncs 


y — Valley firemen 
in a search for clues 
erly boat, one of those us 
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сјаје Police Sgt. William Heberling in the 


clothing was found, 


according to one search 


photo 
the clothes of Sha 


Was 


disappearance Ocl. 
in extensive 


look for 


on the lef! shows 
ron Coston, 16, of Sayre who 


murdered four ог 


volunteer searchers for 


five days after her 
28, the type of sweater 10 
searches of the Valley 


official. In the picture on the right, Bob Pross, 
who entered his all-terrain vehicle in the 
search, confers with Bradford County Civil 
Defense Captain Ear! Вгуап! 
га) n the rop of Round Top, one of tne 


to 


(bac! | 


camii © 


srea Saturday and Sunday. None of her search targets (Daily Review Photos) 
| E | COM m N g ray. m {7 5 
~ H "аи: SA съ ROD Ё E ——— Ӧ (4 : по НЗ | —— 
Weekend Search Pais io Farn Up Coston ЛОС 
А 
с ранне. of murd: red Sharon missing from her home Sunday morning working al , Sayre Borough Polici | 1 lead 
Co: ES د‎ a abad S. in- and a missing persons report was cir- headquarters along with several other b 
ы абр inch of the Vatley arca а [0 wt tora County police agen- state policemen, said Sunday in | l 
Aver 40 volunteers топа m | Suus расе Унны up girl in vestigators were concentrating on the 
rpanizatioti s scarce | for the 1» r-01 10 E a цес 74 mt ce P ahou, clothing searches over the weckend and 
m ES. | ШОШ ОКШО: Sunday nivht and made the ap- аге still interviewing several persons i en 
Sappe pir! 5 Clothing лаша ' land and prehension a! about 12:10 this morning.) ит -— م = س‎ 
по E Chemung Mever Sunday, some (6 POEM (C - 
volunteers turned о id canvassed tix Sunday Sgt. William Heberling briefed Years 4. =“ 
Round Top area, the ги · bank and the volunteers, showing them garments | 
rail yards. similar to those the dead giri Was ! (Continued fr one 
The volunteers, from Valley fire com- wearing. or catalog pholos and drawings i include the following 
panies, ihe Bradford County Civil Defense of the clothes she was wearing when she | Rings, one with a Т 
Rescue Squad, and members of Civil Air disappeared Oct. 28. Tiffany setting, & 
Patrol units from as far away as A state trooper accompanied each | second ring, а fri 
Hughesville, Montoursville, Williamsport search group, which maintained radio | metal, perforations > 
and Shamokin, and private citizens 748 at communication both days. Saturday cumference; thirc 
Diahoga Fire Company hall in Athens to private boats and boats utilized by the heart-shaped set 
he briefed by stale policemen before Waverly, Sayre and Athens rescue squads metal, dent on the 
fanning out in several areas of the Valley. were pressed into action in the search. Maxi coat with e 
The CAP members were wol king Sunday Robert Pross volunteered his all- canvass typ ON 
strictly as volunteers and nol under cap terrain vehicle which was used in the buttons and cord n 0 51 
auspices, since CAP regulations prohibit Round Top search. | pockets, tan pile SS, 
members from working in situations in Meanwhile, Lt. Edward Bloomer, | hem trimmed with three inch F 
which felonies may be involved. The P —— | multi-colored embi dered bà 
volunteers were fed by the Salvation mediately above the ed € 9 
hems, coat bearing а Sears ind Reebuck 


Army. 

Searches both days got'uzaerway about 
10 a.m. and continued until dark. 

(In Towanda, Patrolmen Francis 
Lindsey and Ronald Hunt took a runaway 
Elmira girl into custody this morning. 
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Geraldine Butts, 16, was reported | 
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label; 


Purple sweater, iong 


sleeved, папи“ 


size, seven-inch zipper in front with brass 
| colored ring on the zipper top, Sears and 


Roebuck label. 

Light blue faded jeans, size 
front, with snaps on top of zipper, 
bottoms, two front pockets, 14-2 inch wide 
dark brown belt, size round brass 
colored bull ring buckle. 

Shoes, light brown, round blunt-tip, 
composition soles and heels, tip, inset and 
counter trimmed with leather rib, Brown 


Shoe Со, label, style Gridiron, 
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i ем Уап 5 it offered her а ride OCHO | 
Lt. Edward Bloomer, who is school. After interviewing her ТАД ni -— dM Г n 
hea olice twice yesterday, Wilson said he °° School, Әне зе om used, . 2 Р 
часа dis оби ые ы y Gay, wi y . police reported, and ran home Y / by lic 
| 1 

















investigation into the brutal гё- was inclined to believe her ас арс eR E TRAE While the 
cent slaying of Sharon Coston, count of the incident. < Lal vM nada 
- А AVre inves 4 on 195 ac no 
Sayre, Monday reported tha! She reportedly told police the =1“ ы, Г, КШ Маз ы 
authorities have made no new Ne авина - а“ А еде MAR { а) A P э пол | / 
i progress in their probe. ДУ 1! S MEE £ are "still doing leg work. | i 
f | Boomer noted that a white van || ү, | He added that an intensive p MM 24 (2 2 | 
| | TU a search effort for ciues made over = / 7 <; 
` Sought last week by state police is |. / ~ 
E now totally “ош of the picture. " mM ` the weekend by area volunteers 
герое then that the ifn | ргоуса fruitless. 
EE occupants of such a van Hû P Bloomer explained that the 20 
| айтеп ; ei to pick up a young | f investigators on the assignment 
Towanda bay about mid-week. — | | are still reinterviewing inform- 
Area police were yester day ants and rechecking various pre- 
said looking again for a van omina E у 
e matching that description in coa j Тһе lieutenant said that ihe 
| nection with the alleged attempt- В flow of information coming to 
UA UR ed pick up of a young Canton girl. | i them from the pup blic has по! | 
EE The occupant of the machine dwindled. i i 1 
~ involved in the Canton incident We're not focusing onany one } 
1 was described as а full bearded ' area now," the officer replied ; 
и wan with a mustache, long hair · when asked what direction the | 
| and gray overalls. The 10-year- ; investigation was now taking. | 
, old girl reportedly said the pick He said that the present inten- | 
up was attempted at 8:45 a.m. | | sity of the investigation would be | 
a.m, continued as long as the flow of + ў 
Canton Police Chief Stuart Wil- | | preliminary leads continued. (з Н 
son said the girl reported the | УРУР у 
incident after arriving late for | 
| Progress i 4 
zn Qo C 
m 5 Р : 
i Coston Case - 
| Reported | 
eporied | 
A | 
1 té , - LAJ : Н 
| We're making progress," Lieutenant [ 
- $ Donald Dorris of the Wyoming state police £ 
Es } detail reported Tuesday of the probe into | 
rs | the recent brutal slaying of Sharon Coston, | 
= | 16, Sayre. ae ee пева 
| "But," he added, “we have no big f | - Å 
| suspects in line." || is رو ر2‎ eR 
Asked what direction the investigation | | 
| Was now taking, Dorris replied, “Га і 
| rather not say. | | 
1 Мете stil in the process of {| $677, / ef T. 2 5 
4 » . . . . 2 
; elimination," the lieutenant said of the : ~ 
| string of preliminary leads supplied to the + 
| 15 to 20 investigators still working on the 1 wwe zl 
| case, 1 А 
4 . "There's no question about it," the of- | | 
ficer said from his command post at the : 
| Sayre Borough Hall, “this (eliminating the 
ући rol; | 
| Various preliminary leads) is our big job | 


. "We have a number of priorities," he 
i d. Again Speaking of the eliminatica 
. process, Dorris explained, “You know, it’s 





| our job to take people out of this as weli as МА 
.. put them in." cx "s ER i 
9029: -. к> у A | | AN TD "a 
3 + Я | i d i bi Мк | ње ў E 
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n the Sharon location in which the garment was Some time, it was learned, and had dated cells. That was at 6:30. At 7 o'clock a Sayre | 











Police have а suspect i 














` SC iss C , at | irem: Sidred, found hi 
Coston murder case, Lt. Edward Bloomer discovered. Miss Coston several times. fireman, Dan Eld кк d him hanging 
disclosed Wednesday night. Police are now processing the coat to He entered the borough hall voluntarily, outside the cell. Isidred Immediately in 4 
authorities may have found the maxi determine definitely if itis Miss Coston’s. was not under arrest and was no longer formed Sayre Bor ough atrolman Jett 
coal the 16-year-old girl was wearing at The man who hung himself was iden- Under suspicion in the case, police said, He Spalding who raced downstairs and at- 
the time of her disappearance Oct. 28. lified as George Stephens, 26 of Endicott ۷ ent downstairs in the borough hall, police tempted to save the man, along with Sayre 
An Endicott man eliminated last week Stephens had been staying in Sayre for believed (о lie down on a cot in one о! the (SICK ( OSTON, pape 14) __ N 
Nae y Ч х l2 ч; м 5 Я - 2 3 
FÎ aç а suspect in (ће case Wednesday __„ TONER | Va. ^ Eu 
~ UU > А Four | Й a t=2 1-43 wa | 
E evening walked into the Sayre Boi ough i LU Tel A UA 6 ule | 
SE к " p " If. „^ * , 3 ' ^ т 
B Hall, went. downstairs and hung himself ; GTA N )u у r / - у (Continued from page one) | 
: 4 ; | / АД {\ Dare p з Р „о ei 
3 with his own ы, in, и M | UE > СС | ) Raced Chief of Police Ray Eldred and state police | 
A Wryear-old nu w^ di oat hui Bl c criminal investigator Robert Fleury. $ 
fabricated a story Tuesday XN ~ ње Police worked on Stephens half an Hom 
3 had been attacked and slashed. А | 4 attempting in vain to revive him. 
+ ‘ у p 1Є Я an d 
LL Bloomer would not elaborate i IC. 1) E ] 2) / ap SY 3 Bradford County Céroner Gordon Parii 
report of the suspect except [0 Say JB ( | | pronounced Stephens dead of 5!гапри- — 
| police are working now [0 either disprove’ i (alton. L3 
- - ` © 1 I ~ ) J D = ч f . - E 
@ he suspects connection to the HOST d y/ Sows ALLAS уро The Waverly girl called Waverly? 
Ej develop the case more fully. He said “а lott ioco < lorough Police Tuesday night and! 
5 more leg work" is necessary concerning ў ИЛЛА. Lu emrmumesmrET. ТҮТТҮ claimed she had been attacked, but upon t к 
~ d ~ 1 "усте; - { "f 197561! f 
8 the case. investigation the report proved to бе false. | 
ас̧ charac ; > 
& The coat that was found was charac-| police said. The girl has been under 
$ terized by Bloomer as "similar" to Miss: ' e | | psychiatric care in the past they said, and fF 
* t : Tu 2 "^n Ti 1. ; 1 : T 7 L 1 
: Coston's coat. He said it is the same (уре oi i | indicaled that no charges will be :iled у 
$$ coal and bears the label of the $ате | against the giri, whom they decline! to КЖЕ 
$ company- Sears & Roebuck. Although tue E | identify. 1 1 
Р 3 Р : n Y « ‹ 1 ў E 3 - 13 : i : 
2 coal Was found in the genera: S LS Meanwhile, reports revealed that the ia 
E Bradford County, the RM Quid 35 : | reward fund established by the Sayre Î 
€ divulge more specific information of the * , Business Association for the purpose of b 
| E - encouraging people to come forward with Si 
-r-a a =" - . . І " р 3 - 
information which may have а bearing on ү 
У ‘ће case, has reached nearly $1,409. -| 
А Contribulions аге said to be coming in | 
daily at the Langan and Leo Pharmacy imo 
Sayre lection point for the fund 
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ie ө, 76 пате чыр. 
а | back to the Valley receniiy anc 
r TC ыы у Мик |: ђу the p 27 
lley put recently | lice, and had helped in the ud 
е in M лес and| He went fo the Sayre Dod 
suspect in the case department and, having no E 
te as yesterday айїег- | (о stay; was granted, permission 
уеп he was cleared, bung] by Chief of Police Ray pam 
тве in the jail section of the | {o sleep on one of dus ш ү, 
|| Sayre borough building. if he wanted*to do so, Las Фф) 
The victim was ogee ар between 6:30 and 6:45 ће app j 
iens, who former 
ie BE Valley area, but w ho iquam 
Jh: been living in Colorado , В: 
fand меле А in Endicott. Не was ies ee os | 
| said to be а former boyfriend of | | Teri 
[the slain girl. YN 
Bradford County Coroner Gor- | | 
don Farr said that death was, 
-Jivaused by strangulation and that 
lub tests wil be made on body 
d соеп for the Pennsylvania 
` у Sue Police who are conducting 
‘a the probe into Sharron's death. 
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f T Et Edward Bloomer of the 1 
Bradford County detail of i 


State police this morning also said | 
4 that another suspect bein || 
f checked thar oughly, that ај. | | n 
| tan- maxi-coat “ similar’ {lie || | | 

| dene tho. Sayre wri- wears td 

| wen she icit home about 7 nm. 
| 28, ostensibly io go 
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| 
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js 2 trn | 
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Oct. dow 
flown to gct a pack of cigareti 
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"ss been found through a #06. | | 
Phone пр and is being EE 
| ed. He emphasized that the coat 
| was nct fcund in the V alley area, 
but was found in Bradford Coun. | | 
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Тодау police. are combing that 
area in hopes -of fin iding other 
articles of clothing, none of which 
| had to date, been found, 

Lt. Blogmer this morning told || 
! The Evening Times that Steph- | 
[| ens’ name was one of the first || 
| Which came Up after the girl's 
body was found, and since that | 
time police have ccounted for his | 
еусгу тоте, almost until the time | 
‘he hung himself, “Tye киеу 
actions from the night of Oct 
until yesterday, and only 
1 gay afternoon hac Clear 
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m at (ref police station while ot-f 
ficer Jeffrey Spaulding was on’ 
desk @ity. The policeman saw] 
him go ‘downstairs and thought | 
nothing of the incident, the man | 
having een cleared earlier in ЧЛ 
the death of Sharron. 

The officer then went to a near- 
bv restaurant to get a sandwich 
and coffee, which he later brought 4 
hack to the police station. But} ~ 









while he was in the restaurant, 7 
Daniel Eldred, a Sayre fireman | ў 
who, with other firemen, were re- 


|роме у working on some fire} 
hose upstairs, asked custodian | 
llerman Nobles for the keys to a | 
room in the jail section where } 
hose was kept. He went down- | 
stairs and found Stephens hang- | 
ing from an overhead pipe in ap 
hallway, his belt around his neck. | 

Officer Spaulding, who is also aj 
member of the Sayre Fire Пеј 
partment and Valley Ambulanci 
Corps, and others who were call- 
ed to the scene, spent nearly hs 
an hour trying to revive Stephen 
by mouth-to-mouth resuscitation. 
but to vail; Coroner Farr and 
the Pernsylvania State Policc 
‘summoned, and Farr pro-! 
ounced him dead and ordered 
is Ју taken to the Robert Раск. | | 
сг Hospital for an autopsy. | 

Be the murder of the Sayre 
girl, stories have been running 
rampant nearly every day regard 
ing arrests being made, 


=i ny 
TiO a 


were 


n 


n c 
vC m E 


| 
| 


other | 
bodies being found and such sim- 
Паг stories — but police empha- 
sized. that they are all rumors 
aS the Coston case is 55 
The latest to circulate was that | 
13-year-old Waverly girl 3 
been stabbed or beaten, but this 
proved to be a self-inflicted їп- | 
cident and had nothing to do with | 
the murder case. Information re- 
carding the Sayre girl’s iurder ! 
will be released to the press and | 
public as soon as the complete | 
investigation is completed, Lt. 
Bicomer said — and he added | 
that "this inv estigation will con- | 
Unue until the last avenue has 
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|heen thoroughly explored.” 
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` t. Donald Dorris, chief investigator in 


| diligently to put the suspect out of the сазе, 


positively identified a coat found in 
Bradford County Wednesday as the one 
her daughter was wearing at the time of 
her disappearance, while on another angle 


Ba E 1 
aron Coston’s |. 


Sharon Coston’s mother Thursday had been а “‘very prime suspect," due to 
his having formerly dated the girl. 
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Asked if he knew why Stephens had hung 


himself, Dorris replied, “ћу does апу 


(SEE COAT, page eight) 


of the case, police refused to disclose" ннан: mm 


further information on the suspect, Quen 


whether the suspect is a man or woman. , 
Police also said Thursday that George 
Stephen's, 26, of Endicott, who hung 


himself at the Sayre Borough Hall | 


Wednesday night, knew he had been 
eliminated as a suspect in the case. 


the case, said Thursday concerning the 
` new suspect, "We're working most 


ог make an arrest.” 


—— — Dorris asked that the location of the site | 
` where the coat was found not be divulged. 


Yesterday an intensive search was being 
` conducted there for the rest of her clothes, 
and an even larger hunt in the area is 


| being planned for the weekend. 


. The lieutenant said he wanted the 
|. location kept secret to keep away the 
` curious who might interfere with the hunt. 

Dorris said Stephens had been 


- hospitalized at the time of the murder. The 
officer called this a “concrete alibi, a 


“very substantial" alibi, and added that 


· фе man's presence at the hospital had 
` been confirmed by police checking records 
_ there over a week ago. 


Prior to that, Dorris explained, the man 





Coat -- 


(Continued from page one) 
guy hang himself?" He said he had no 
idea. 

The lieutenant said Stephens had hung 
himself outside the cell by tying his belt 
through the bars, and then slumping until 
it pulled tight. Dorris described the 
strangulation as being very slow, and 
noted that he didn’t think that Stevens had 
broken his neck. HGE 

Stephens reportedly had been allowed to 
stay in the cell for a nap he requested, but 
was not under arrest or being held 
prisoner for any reason. 

Miss Coston, 16, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Eugene Coston, disappeared from 
her home Oct. 28. Her mutilated body was 
found Nov. 3in a field along Mile Lane two 
miles west of Blue Swan Airport in Athens 
Township. Cause of her death has. been 
established as strangulation. 









or gather enough суі. | of the Blue Swan Airport. 
паке an arrest,” 14.1 According to police, 
1 s, chief investigator} was identified by some 
Sharron Coston murder! marks which the mother remeni- 

rhe Evening Times ths | bers 


ceased. Finding the coat wa8 ће | 


Ж Ê cont found some- | lice, Stating that a coat had been 
Bradford County has | found by the person making the 


ntif by the .victim's| call. Police will not reveal the 
as the coat her daughter|lccation of the exact area in 


Of cigarettes and was | that the area would ђе thoroughly 
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у пе diligently to | body was found Nov. 3 in a ficld|teers, similar to the search that 
* our latest suspect | along Mile Lane, three miles west | was undertaken of the Chemung} 
River last weekend. 
the coat | said he wanted the location kept 
black | secret to keep away the curious 


ile, it has been estab-| result of a phone call to the po- | 












5 wearing the night of Oct. 28 | Bradford County where the gar- | 
n she left the house to go for | ment was found, but did indicate . 


} seen pn guur her her nude!searched this weekend by volun- ' 
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being on the coat of the de-| Continued on Page 5, Column 7) 
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(Continued from Page 1) 
crowds that could hamper the | 
searchers. | 

Police: also said that George 
Stevens, 26, of Endicott, who hung || 
himself at the Sayre Borough Hall | 
Wednesday night, knew that ће | 
was cleared as a suspect in the} 
case. Police said that Stevens was | 
hospitalized at the time of m 


|| murder in Binghamton. 


Stevens was born in Greene's | 
Landing, the son of Stanley and | 
‘Katherine Quatrini Stevens, and 
had served in Vietnam. _ 

Surviving are his father, Stan- 
ley, of Sayre; his mother, Mrs. | 
} Katherine Stevens of Endicott: | 
three sisters, Mrs. Rodeli 
(Eleanor) Stone of Endicott, Mrs 
George (Gloria) DuBois of Read- 
ing, Pa. and Mrs. Robert (Vir- 
}ginia) Boulay of Endicott; his 
paternal grandfather, Edward Ste- 
vens of Towanda; and a niece, 
| Kathleen Stone of Endicott. 

Friends may call at the Kolb- 
Allgeier Funeral Home, 126 N. 
Elmer Ave., Sayre, tonight from | 
7 to 9 o'clock. 
| will be held at the funeral home 

Funeral and committal services | 
Saturday at 9:30 a.m. 

Rev. Thomas Hudak, assistant | 
pastor of the Church of the Epi- | 
phany, will officiate. | 
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Burial will be in Tioga Point 


Cemetery, Athens, | 
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ny arrest depends on й сат of 
` laboratory work and further investigation, 
if there's any arrest at all." 
| Those were the words of Lieutenant 
` Edward Bloomer, commander of the state 
police detail here, Friday night as he 
` discussed the investigation into the recent 
` brutal slaying of Sharon Coston, 16, Sayre, 
«You wouldn't have to be very smart to 
` know what we're looking for," Bloomer 
said of lab tests now being done on a coat: 
she 


the girl was wearing when 
disappeared. 
He added of the purpose for the tests, 


“We're looking for possible leads to 

* indicate who she associated with." The 

lieutenant wouldn't elaborate further. 

The officer noted that the tests, not yet 
completed, have been conducted on the 
coat in Pittsburgh and here. 

_ Lt. Donald Dorris, chief investigator of 
the murder, said Friday morning the place 
| where the coat was found has been ruled 
` out as the scene of the crime. | 

"We still have a suspect," Bloomer 
answered when questioned whether 
investigation had yet cleared a suspect 

reported Wednesday. 
Asked how long it would take to either 

М clear the suspect ог make an arrest, the 

lieutenant replied, “Ноу can we say?" 
Bloomer explained that an investigation 
of the suspect has "looked good," and 
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advised that the probe has been “going in 
the same direction" for the last few days. 

The lieutenant said the two-week-old 
intense investigation will continue “until 
we get end results," Carefully choosing his 
words, he added, “We will work for further 
information." 

Police cautioned that many rumors, 
especially those claiming somebody had 
made an admission of guilt, have been 
circulating in the area in the last few days. 
Investigators said that they have ‘‘no such 
thing." 

Asked if the suspect under investigation 
is a resident of Bradford County, Bloomer 
refused to answer. 


any information that could hurt the| 
investigation is being carefully watched, , 
and asked that questioners be patient. | 

The lieutenant was asked if any further| 
motive had been determined ‘for the, 
hanging suicide of George Stevens, 26,1 
Endicott, outside the Sayre Police; 
Department lockup Wednesday evening. | 
Stevens had been a prime suspect in the | 
case earlier, but had been cleared a week | 
previous to his suicide. 


"lay Major 
ее in Coston Case 


He cautioned that premature release of p | 


Bloomer said Stevens had been іп а! 
Binghamton mental hospital from two | 
hours before the girl disappeared until the | 


day before she was found. Police have | 
estimated that the girl was GE a | 


| 






considerable time prior to Stephens’ 
release from the hospital. 

The officer explained that Stevens had 
committed himself to the hospital, 
Bloomer deseribing him as an admitted 
drug addict who was despondent and felt 
unwanted. 

Bloomer said he didn’t know if the man 
was mentally disturbed when he 
committed suicide, 

Another officer added that he thought 
Stevens had been in love with the slain girl. 
That policernan said Stevens had led an 


unhappy childhood, being placed in an 


(SEE COSTON, page eight) 
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| (Continued from page 9ne) 


orphanage early in life. The investigator 
| said that Stevens had previously 
| attempted suicide. 

Tne lieutenant stated that Stevens was 
the prime suspect whose pending arrest 
was mentioned early in the investigation 
as a major development then expected in 
24 to 48 hours. 

Bloomer said that when it was 
confirmed that Stevens had been im the 
hospital at the time of the murder, the 
‚ suspect шеогу involving him “blew up in 
our face." 

The officer noted тан the same failure to 
find proof could happen with the present 
suspect. 


Police are planning an intensive search 
this weekend of a location wh here the girl's 
coat was found, and voiced fear that snow 

| might hinder the probe. 
| Stevens was born in Green’s Landing 
| the son of Stanley and Katherine Quatrini 
Stevens and had served in Viemam. 
Surviving are his at er, Stanley, of 


Sayre; his mother, Mrs Katherine 
Stevens of Endicott; three sisters, Mrs. 
| Воде (Eleanor) Stone of Endicett, Mrs. 
George (Gloria) DuBois of Reading, Pa. 
and Mrs. Robert (Virginia) Boulay of 
Endicott; his paternal grandfather, 
Edward Stevens of Towanda; and a niece, 
Kathleen Stone of Endicott. 
Funeral and committal services will be 
held at the Kolb-Allgeier Funeral Home, 
| Sayre today at 9:30 a.m. 
| Rey. Thomas Hudak, assistant pastor of 
the Church of the Epiphany, will officiate. 
Burial will be in Tioga Point Cemetery. 
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Two blue nylon socks, а length of rope 
and a license plate were among articles 
. found by volunteer groups searching 
| Sunday for clothing murdered Sharon. 
1 Coston of Sayre was wearing at the time of 
| her disappearance Oct. 28. 
| Lt Edward Bloomer said late last night 
that the articles that were found have not 
begun to be processed yet to determine if 
they are material to the case. 
` The investigation, now being focused on 
“one avenue," according to Bloomer, 
swings back into high intensity this 
morning after a comparative easing off 
` over the weekend to allow officers, putting 
dn as much as 125-hour weeks on the 
` murder case, to get some rest. 
Bloomer said police still consider as “а. 
good suspect" an individual they an- 
nounced they were concentrating on last 
Wednesday. 
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i and license plate were found. 








Saying Sunda: morning ' investigators 
are in the process of “tying up loose ends," 
Bloomer indicated last night that police 
have found no one yet who saw Miss 
Coston from the time of her disappearance 
to the time her body was found Nov. 3 and 


. “= sepe 


thal the location of her murder has not Ё 


been definitely established, 
As the intensive search was conducted 


here yesterday, 8 young man charged with 
the murder of a 12-year-old South 
Williamsport girl remained lodged in 
Lycoming County Jail without bond. 
State police а! Montoursville said last 
night Kim Lee Hubbard, 20 of South 
Williamsport, was arraigned before 
District Magistrate James Nesbitt of 
Williamsport following his arrest at 11:15 
p.m. Friday. 


Hubbard is а brother to the girl Jennifer 


May Hill, also of South Williamsport, had 
stayed overnight with before she 
disappeared and was subsequently 
discovered dead in a field near South 


Williamsport the week before Miss 
Coston’s body was found in Athens 
Township. 


Bloomer, briefing the approximately 40 

| volunteer searchers at the Civil Defense 

building in Towanda (the old First Ward 

School), described Miss Coston’s clothes 

| and asked the searchers to look for the 

| girl’s long blonde hair, a man or woman's 
belt, rope, knife and scissors. 

It was learned Sunday that а bra wnicb 
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(Continued from page опе) 


Samer examines a length of rope found by 


one of the searchers off the south’ side of 
Rt. 6. Only the south side was searched, 
police apparently believing the person 
involved in the murder was traveling east 


at the time the girl’s coat Was disposed of. 


The site where the coat was found 
Wednesday by a PennDOT crew member 
from Towanda is shown in the top photo on 
the right, The maxi coat was on the rocks 
in the foreground with the men standing on 
the south berm in the picture giving some 
idea of the distance from the road at which 
the coat was found one mile west of 
Wyalusing. 
In the bottom | 
briefs CD Captain Bryant, 
Bradford County Civil Defen 


hoto, Lt. Bloomer, right, 
center, and 
se Director 
the 


ы 


is believed to have possibly belonged to (ће * 


i murdered girl was found several days ago 
' about a mile from the site her body was 
| discovered 10-feet from Mile Lane in 
| Athens Township. The bra was found along 
la rural road in Athens Township, 


| according to one report. 


! North Towanda toward Sayre and from 
' East Towanda east along Rt. 6 to th 
| Wyoming County line, just west о 
Laceyville. 1 

It was along Rt. 6 that the socks, горе 


m Q 


Troopers Robert Fleury, David 
Brubaker and Richard Samer were police 


Groups fanned out along Rt. 220 from | 


mo oy 


TIT ттт" ' 


аи 


f supervisors for the search while Bradford | 


County Civil Defense Rescue Squad 


Captain Earl Bryant of Towanda was in 


charge of the volunteers. 

The group starting from the “Y” in 
North Towanda north toward Sayre was 
met by a search party from the. Valley 
moving south along Rt. 220. Several 
groups, including a newly organized Civil 
Air Patrol and Civil Defense group from 
Canton, assisted in tne search along Rt. 6. 


| In the photos here, top left, Trooper | 
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Wesley Perry, before addressing 
searcher volunteers. 
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e | the arca from Sayre to Wyalus-} 
unt ing yesterday. Tt was about one 
аге | mile west of Wyalusing where the 
|- | Coat was found by a PennDot em. 4 
т | ployee. Groups covered an area 
E that included Sayre to North To 
Do d pes ' | wanda on Rt. 220 and from East fy 
E -— ; | the ony itar | Towanda, cast along Rt. 6 to the 
" beon found was the ¢ Wyoming County line, just wes! 
identified BY her то There | of Laceyville. 
is a possibili y that à bra found During the morning news brici- 
a mile from where the body was | ing, Lt. Dorris again stressed. that 
found may have belonged to the his men are working hard to ci 
| Coston gi, but we are wailing | ther clear or make an arrest ol 
on Wo 1 fror her. mother on а the latest suspect. The investiga 
possible jdentification” the chief|tor called the suspect a “strona 
investigator re ealed. one," but shed no further light 
"volunteers searched | on the matter. 
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* ‘Coston Probe 
_ Continuing 


Хо new developments were reported in 
` the Coston murder investigation Monday 

` py Lt. Donald Dorris of the Wyoming 

| А barracks, who is heading the probe. 

- — ç Whether the socks and rope found by 

|... volunteer searchers Sunday along Rt. 6 

l = between Towanda and Wyalusing are rele- 

ИН | | vant to the case had по! been determined 

ET... ШО yesterday. 

Po EMEN Dorris said police are continuing efforts | 
N i: EM to either clear a suspect they have concen- 

= tratedon at least since last Wednesday or 


|. to make an arrest. 
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show tomorrow pot Ed O'Brien are guests on the Bill Miller TV 
Number 6, OW night at 10:30 over Channel 36 or Valley TV 
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My phone ha 
same question... 8 been ringing constantly and always with the 


Exactly when is Sayre borough manager John Weigel sup- 
posed to use the new borough ear and із he the only one who 
ап use it? 

My answer is always the same. 

To the hest of my knowledge there has been no restrictions E 
WR “just а nite, quie! sot al laced on the cars use and It's my understanding that it ls a car, ү 
girl who kept to hanai tal or use by borough employees and officials. , 

at “ WU I have had reports that Weigel has boen seen out of Sayre 
those people with him were not borough employees and it wag on 3 
а non-working day. The same story trickled back to me about а led 
Supermarket stop. 
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pranle have been jittery, Doors | appeared on Oct. 28 until her would have b en no пол KIK As I hid behind the litter basket, I could set someone sneak- 
4 that never were locked in the | death, Т РА ME ğj ing out the front door with a typewriter in his hands. Deciding 
Фе P wo suddenly being lock), wee or Гош days of cap- El that it was a burglar, I chose to follow him to see where he hid 
Papi a ` would not go to Relaxed Atmosphere and the strangulation death his loot. Later, I would report it to Sayre’s fine police depart 
ym: "Na M € : 
ы | - { ` ; А would bring un the син ment and become a hero 12 
“У E tumor ror ۹V A n ne U 1 ( МЕ: i | ; 
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v fast and thick. Ч Erauuadi chance come ОУС] ОЕЕО ү, her is and through the streets of East Side. My stomach went меа: ' 
| own since last м nok- | In adquarters room) the number = A ` ~ : when he headed for the river bridge because I expected him to 
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+ , $ { ٤ 4 le e л 4 ө é _ > . 
vanja State Police were taking in је g that had me puzzled! ( PEELS ‚ about the river. I tailed him to the edge of the bridge not knowing : «ба 
their investieation. I arrived. at] was that they seemed unconcern | Р Ч Блу! r fake a lillie, st what else to do. To my surprise, though, he stopped in the | 
x ла h T- dina У Пан И о дер Т accidental! T middle of the bridge and peered cautiously over the side, | 
thie рој out the numci nding the whereabouts of] ~ м : { f t cg 
s, and it was amazing | thcir “strong suspect” All at-? He placed the typewriter gently at his feet and took some- | 
"i (Sy АША os, ane ein mp c ite a6] 4 амоат 41 thing from his pocket. In the moonlight. I could see that he had 
how accurate many of them turn- tempts to ( in Some informa- McKenna. He was ho stranger. а а coil of rope. Now he had me commi 'tely с nfused, so I just 
wi ont io be. By the same token, | tion on this matter met in failure. What pened after this will у settled’ down and watched intently. He proceeded to take one 
E of the rumors, like an ac- | as the police would only evade probably соте out at the trial. end of the rope and tie it around his neck: the other, he fastened 
, and so forth, had no | ће question. i Gerard McKenna =| to the typewriter. He then picked up the typewriter again and 
BEBE Fry da tint Here is where t] SOMMER ; -ouble 3| Climbed to the top of the bridge's walkway guardrail. He held 
Sound foundation. ere 15 Wiere 1e nuimor-miii МеКеппа has been in trouble A А < Y 5 A4 
This story has been pieced to- | turned up my lead. The «оу mersus the machine with one hand and pinched his nose with the other. 
PAM story has deen p | паре UA the law most of his ачих 3| T heard him mutter something about “cruel world” and I jumped 
ether from facts, theories anc Was that McKenna was in j life, At the age of 20 he was || from my hiding place yelling *Hold on there! i 
cipeumstances which could have jin Buffalo, and the rumors had# anrested on June 16. 1953, for | “What? Who is that?" he questioned, looking around him. |. 
[been coincidental. There аге still the charges to -another possible stealing: an automobile in Wash- Over here,” I said, “Hold on there. What do you think you | 
Imany pieces of the puzzle miss- | murder, to assault, and all other B : D.C d taking it across || are doing? 
. : р : ington, D.C. and taking e ` | “Pm killing myself: x leav alone." | 
ling, and may not be known until | various types of crime. A EE ТЕ | ,4]4h KI"Ing myself, now.leave me alone.” — | 
2] PEE I first checked will а state nne. ! | Мо" Now you.come down here,’ I insisted. Slowly ће | | 
КЕША: — шеует. р on Maga UL On May 12, 1954, he signed а ор 
falo Evening News Monday of Iu cried xd AT - "ie 
| Investigating Team thi reck = 1 n Г ; x Dol B confession to the burglary at the | “Pm not making any promises, though. ; А 
NON TM се па ОТЕ } ӘМ Sok anc Hu ж HI 34 4 Vito Cocco restaurant on Lader || “Thats all right; I just want to talk to you. 5 When he came | | 
‚ see Enough compliments can bejon the suspect. The city editor А Chl waverly | down from his perch, I could see his face. “say, I know you. | 
паш to the investigating team | suggested that I call the District B ' It wasson July 4. 1955. he was || YOU write for The Evening Times.” | 
of the Pennsylvania State Police | Attorney. This proved a wise 3 SRA B а] D ps d “T used to,” he replied sullenly. | 
f TN س‎ s , E - i alres ; alo on a warrant QT аре um T qi = "ii x y 
for their work in the case. I don't | move and by mid-afternoon wa SB Y s а поди T g qd Е пр cM wus wrong? Why would you want to kill your-| 
believe thz ire iS an accurate!: : Bi charging л п теск1е5: "< ^ asked. 
peeve that there is an accurate | informed that McKenna vas B "Dos cadent M PIS EESTI Зе. | a СЕ ane oT Бана | 
record of the man-hours spent El ing in Waverly. At the A um | REY appreciates me, ney wont nsten to me. | 
- - ЁК hé sioned z atement admitting | | о won't? | 
since the crew arrived to set up| ing т... Я “ich us ا‎ signed a statement admittin ЛА 4 à } , 3 | 
Е сом Tan ed. to iG UP ing Facility on a charge of rob- | абе WAN Drive-In thea: | "The people, of course. Nobody wants a good investigative | 
маг © Ї sec í ^r . : - А x П V c аце; 11V і £ * - 
Печат om the second Поог | регу in the first degree in Lack- ! | 


7 : reporter any more. 
(те. He waived hearing to I «Sure they do," I insisted. 
| and was sentenced to four | “Oh, no, they don’t, Look at my record.” | 
20 years. McKenna | “Whats that?” | 
in Jan. 1960, but ul | “Well, just look at the situation of this town. The school! 


СЕ ihe Sayre Borough Hall on 


— 


awanna, N. Y. He had been ai 
rested Noy. 19. 

Iso learned that th 
iz to McKenna was 





crew at fimes numbered 
п as 25 men, and they wo 























: aT 2 А 8 ct n ш тт CS ді 
"round the clock. ihe n Бач VRAT 45 B, vas arrested again on a | board bought a bulkhead and can still meet in executive sessions; 
4 ie£-work — checking storic located in New York State, pre- ш Һагое of assault and battery | We Still have а borough manager; the council even refused 10 
ER. Ein D | * x Tt + "s sumably in the Buffalo area. This | GHEE SS с => n E s Д ` amend that budget. There’s no use for a good investigative re- 
Ee Pe enockmeg апа going back арап 22 А - upon a зауге Woman, FATE r EE 
Lima d EM © _ v would raise the question of how Й : „аду | Porter any more.” У 
EU were селат where the h x made the trip P Buffalo A Й He was sentenced to a yea "Sure there is," I reassured him." It’s not your fault. Some 
inn besan and ended, has neyer| = Hace ше ил M "п Е in the county jail by the then | of the people support you. It’s just the officials who go against 
Enlopped Sayre if a coat belonging to the B ' : 1 MILL 
been logged. A n. M Judge, James J. Cullen. Upon his | you. у а “i 
i Coston girl was found in the Wya- E анко Ie ex trim m (sites p? Its only the officials who count,” he pouted. 
| Wed, Nov. 14 lusing area. 7 m by the erate authorities for “No it isn't, Surely, someone must like your work.” 
| | again by state « “Well, my editor likes my copy." 
To all intents and purposes I| If, as the police are chareine Ej A a — vei My editor likes my copy. Ж i. Ч 
Нате рого raa m Б; h: eae pol ALE chargi x parole violation and returned to “Sure he does. That’s getting a professional opinion, isn’t 
| пауе every reason to believe that| McKenna is indeed their man, f Rockview to serve his original | 0» 
РУСО tha date Ih: ero | aE = = è : : 
|| 11: з 15 the date that the police Î did ће drive down that way to} | contence “Т guess you're right.” 
РРА РАДА n пась A ~ = - ) * т > У ` e ~ 
{cracked thi case and, from that dispose of the clothes and then On Nov. 30. 1966. he was ael “There must ћауе been some highlishts in your career." 
| ПШ now, took extra pre- back-track, or did he take «at lered released from the state pri-| _. "I tried to write up a murder case, but everyone was very 
cations in üieing up all loose|round.about way to Buffalo? n-B aah . Pennsvlvania Supreme | critical of that? VET NS 
ends and then wait for District "cen ^ : : ps son by the Pennsylvania DUR! “People don’t think straight in a situation like that. ‚There 
| кыс tensive searching of the area from n... hich said that McKenna st be something else." 
| Attorney Maurice Epstein to ar-| c | : E Court, which said that 1 must be something else, 
‘rive back in the Valley areal for зауге to Wyalusing has turned did not understand the charges to} _ He paused thoughtfully. ‘L guess there was.” he resumed. 
a lastminute check f all the | up по further clothing; at least и which he had pleaded guilty in| "Once I got a fan letter from Howard Cosell.” 
E * | E c кога 1€ 1е- as far as Т know at this writing S 1955 “Howard Cosell! You ve got all that, and you want to com: 
gal aspects in the case. 2 1000. L 


ет Ia s ҮҮ ў - ; it suicide, 
This was the date that a search | IS is also a question of how Й On Dec. 20, 1966, the Bradford, Mt suicide 








i ‘ant finding al B | ed "It does sound silly, doesn't it?" 
party from the investigating team | Por*ant. tinding all the clothes Ai County Court dismissed the im "sure. Now why. don't you pack up and go home.” 
checked into the McKenna resj-| Od become — possibly for ad- E dictment of burglarly against Ме "Thats a good idea," ће said. Then he added, “Thanks fo 
| У dence at 303 N. Wilbur Avo. They ditional clues but scattered to the FY Kenna and he was at liberty, "your help." | | а : 
- | were so thorough that they had four winds would probably be of ‘ad More On Friday I left him there busily coiling the rope which he had jus 
| | 2—3 Е |п0 consequence. | Thore are several other areas lemoved from his neck. T SOROR and looked back, and I coul 
1 ч | , ~ К 





have sworn I heard him 


j . "Il cover them | say "Mama Mia.” Wanting to get ĝu 
UOS | in this story and 1 cover them of tris стагу асе ооо 
Гоп Friday. One of the first sus- - | 

| pj neets in the case was George The above story appeared in the Winter edition of the Chié 
3 Stevens, He was cleared by tha tain, a publication published by Sayre Area High School studehl 
| e police Wednesday following the C. H. Maie 15 aOR He graduates this year, und 

т ame hard Lynch. À 

А из discovery of the body. the name of Richard L; 


* Now I wonder who he could nave heen writing about? 















1 28 until Nov. 14, the АЈС E \ es 


I have his exact location fron 
рне EEN ари ee 
| > teased her about it. She stated that 


Шш mv rias Ag we ay 


и es 
~ 





Nem 





S M < ваљак OÓ—- 
DN S jw ў маа ` 
& ad coo oa Ам « 
| ja а PAD OBR С ^ : TURA 7 Ў ny 4 s $ „753 У 
Ё AES. Ps E : : ty < 1 "p 
TS E : " ` ~, “ доо a. C ~ MN " 1 
е m 


5 
Tw 
И 
y ¢ 
р 


~ D хм 
е m << БЕРИ ЧИ к ne | | i 
per a AS м > THÉ 4.23 у. ^ E 
„жж a "E bin: Aa AAA NM EEO e eant e SEG RAS ШЫ о PP кё - | 
о а. AE si i ‘t ЕА а =. + F X 


(стећи S at "E | | ЛР 


 |Lt. Donald Dorri 
Ме Баве is of the Wyoming Barr 
Bi = а : acks of the ] 3 
- . 1 Pennsylva ence af 11:30 this morni aL, NU ЙДЕ 
ET. a ا‎ ы Criminal Investigation Divi- | left, are Bradford ог ДИ cer ША Vos: mtr 
» i icai Bird dicen left, i or in the Sharron Coston murder Ep stein: Savre Chic E г Ау nos EC і ah = 
| ert, is shown reading the news release ward Bloomer of the Вгааѓо dc rity АРИ 
Ae F di аагога County detail of the 


^^ ^3 regardi ; 
к 799 па the charces against Gerard McKenna: of Pennsylvania State РӘН 


EE dd The ann m 

LS v oun e 

Ф cement was made ata yer ees con Neg Evening Po Loto EE 
A — 15 innes rnoto—Rov Brittain 


=r eee. 





2 — 


ДЕД. 


MIT D | 
КУХ 5 «$ у | 
у Е | 


ОСЫ 


| | 551 Atrina 





a 










ote Y^ 


^ ; whe 24, 
: d eo tre АТ, T УЖА УК ХЕЕЕ 


ADS 3 sion 


amt ч” 


ЈАЈА UREN TER 2 
HAN T Маа. "a Па ai Mi i i aa o MM MB ut o Pan inl eee t 8€ 


"Мап Ch f jargon 








SAYRE — Gerard P. McKenna, 10, of case was made by Lt. Donald Dorris, Epstein said the murder count carries 
372 McKinley Pkwy., Buffalo, was following a conference between top іп- а maximum life imprisonment upon 
charged today with murder and rape in  vestigators and Bradford, County Dist. conviction in Pennsylvania. 









MEL the death of Sharon J. Coston, 16, of 209 Atty, Maurice Epstein in Sayre. ~ | 

1 qu. N. Lehigh Ave. on ог about Oct. 28. The charges jn heen led with 4, oe cles КА w Ж bes 

78 о Towanda state troopers were sent Magistrate Quentin Chaffee of Towanda. M enna Wie БЫ асе We 
to file detainer warrants at the Erie Morris would not amplify on a с ее | 

County Ја in Buffalo, where police said prepared release, saying officials did not Miss Coston's nude, mutilated body 


: E McKenna is currently lodged. want to risk making prejudicial was found Nov. 3 in a field off Mile-Lane 


The announcement of the break in the statements.. Road in Athens Township., 
| -ма а ал ә on nid t o ESAE ди И" САНААНАН ЗА 


cava | d. m, 27 ES 
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2. Ву CHET LUNNER 
SAYRE = Gerard P. McKenna's 
lawyer vowed Wednesday to fight ех- 
бай Чоп proceedings on behalf of his 
vient, charged with the murder and rape 
of Sharon J. Coston of Sayre. 

Buffalo lawyer George P. Doyle said of 

4 McKenna, a 40-year-old former Sayre 

|| man who police said now lives.at 372 

+ McKinley Parkway, Buffalo, “He is 
denying and will continue to deny any 

connection whatsoever with the tragic 
death of this girl.” 

. "]Us the position of our client that he 
had nothing to do with it," Doyle said. 
Doyle said he will not waive any of his 
T] client's rights, including extradition. 

d МеКеппа is being held in the Eric 
County-Jail at Buffalo without bail, facing 
burglary and assault charges. Police said 
Пе entered a Lackawanna home earlier 
this month and assaulted the owner. 

Miss Coston, 15, left her 209 N. Lenigh 
Ave. home at about 7 p.m. Sunday, Oct. 28 
to buy cigarettes, her parents; Mr, and 
Mrs. Eugene Coston said. On Nov. 3 a 
hunter found her nude, mutilated body off 
Mile Lane Road, Athens Township, about 
two miles west of Blue Swan Airport, 

Police said that her breasts and hair 
had been mutilated and an autopsy 


* 


|| established strangulation as the cause of 

ОТАШ... 

и “| __А coat Mrs. Coston identified as her 

ee | daughter's was found last week а half- 

^. mile west of Wyalusing Borough off Rt. б 
1 


у a highway worker. | 
АЗ Ролсе records show McKenna’s latest 
| employment as a horseradish Salesman, 
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Gerard P. McKenna 


self-employed. Sayre school records show 
he left there at 16 while in 8th grade, then 


secured a commonwealth secondary 


School diploma from the state Depart- 
ment of Instruction in 1984. | 

The home of McKenna's widowed 
mother, Mrs. Vera А. McKenna, at 303 N. 


Wilbur. Ave., зауге, was searched by 
- police last week. Doyle. confirmed, He 
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said that. he had diseussed the in- 
vestivation of his client with MeKenna 
before Wednesday's announcement of the 
charges against him. 

Bradford County Dist, Alty. Maurice 
L. Epstein of Sayre, explaining the rape 
charge filed, said earlier police reports 
that Miss Coston had not been molested 
were in error, 

Epstein said the crime is alleged to 
have occurred in Sayre, but that troopers 
for unknown reasons, perhaps scheduling 
problems, requested permission to- file 
their information with | District 
Magistrate Quentin Chaffee of. Towanda. 

If extradition proceedings аге suc- 
cessful, McKenna wil! be brought to 
Bradford County jail, t pstein said, and 
an indictment wil] be Sought from the 
grand jury which convenes Dec. 17. 

Epstcin said he heen either 
defense or prosecuting attorney in every 
3radford County homicide case for the 
past 33 years. About 15 such trials have 
been held. 

Doyle, a member of the firm of Doyle 
and’ Denman, is aiso experienced with 
murder trials and was recently named to 
а court-assigned defense team’ in the 
iriple homicide of a Jamestown, N.Y. 
retailer, his wife and daughter, who police 
said were shot by another daughter and 
her Detroit boyfriend. 

Officials also confirmed Wednesday 
that Herbert L. MacDonell of Corning, an 
internationally known forensic,expert and 
inventor of an acclaimed fingerprinting 
technique, was a consultant to the 15-тап 
state police task force that spent 18 days 





hae 
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on the Coston probe. 
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It is expected that Ger tard Ме: 
Kemna, 40, formerly of Sayre but 
recently residing in Buffalo, who 
charged by Pennsylvania State 
Police with the strangulation 


| ЕН and гар? of Sharron Cos- 


. 16-year- -old Sayre Hig ih Schoo! 
г. will. ПЕП extradition 10 
g and possibic 
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Bradford County District Attor- 
ney Maurice Epstein this morn- 
line told The Evening Times 
lihat up until noon today he had 
елм nothing from Buffalo Law- 
| ver George P. Doyle, who is re- 
| ported to be handling McKenna’s 
icase after a warrant was served 
| 





[upon him at the Irie County Hold- 
3uffaló where he 
is being held without bail facing 
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burglary and assault charges. Po- 
lice in Buffalo charge that Мскеп- 


na entered a Lackawanna home 
earlier this month and assaulted 
the owner. 

Attorney Doyle, a member 


the firm of Doyle and Denman | 
of Buffalo, reportedly said that 
Mckenna “is denying, and will 


ato to deny 


whatsoever with the tragic death 
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of tradition. 


any “connec ction | County and an indictment will be 











feanwhile, officials ОГ | 
Business Association are now in 
a quandary as to what to do with: 
nearly $1,000 which that group 
Ahas received from residents as а 
reward for information leading to __ | 
the arrest and conyiction of the 
Slayer of the Sayre girl. 

A sum of $1,575 was received 
jas. the resuit of the plea, and 


|"we have the names and addres- 
|'ses of about 95 per cent of those 
eee gave," Jack Wangan, presi- 
dent of the Association, ‘said to- 
day. But whether the fund will 
be returned to the donors МИША 
await the outcome of а meeting 
to be held probably HEX’ week, 
he said. 
Lt. Donald Dorris, chief investi- 
gator of the Pennsylvania State 
Police Criminal Investigation Di- 
vision, has said he recommended 
that Sayre Chief of Police Ray 
Eldred deserves the reward for 
his help in the case. But Chief 
Eldred has refused such а move; 


of this girl. It’s the position of 
our client that he had nothing to 
do with it," ће said, and added 
that he will not waive any of 
McKenna's rights including — ex- 


However, if extradition proceed- 
ings are successful, McKenna will 
be brought back to Bradford 





sought from the grand jury which 
convenes Dec. 17, Attorney Ep- 
stein indicated, Should McKenna 
not waive extradition, it will take 
much longer to get him back to 
this area because Attorney Ep- 

stein will then have to proceed 
legal channels, and this 


A i saying “I couldn't take this mon 
could take weeks. í E E ELT. EE 
Sud proceedings would require 8 1 MS) SS CONE шуу 
ir. Epstein to forward docu. 4а police officer. ; 


Г 


But, according to Lt. Dorris, 
Í was Chief Eldred who suppli 
1 his men with important piec 


| ments to the office of Pennsylvan- 
ia Attorney General Israel Packel, 
from where the documents wouid 


у оо to Gov. Milton Shapp’s office. i F: | а 
> Lx а s f ation which led eventu 
¦ The Pennsylvania Governor would | of information ET. Г 
| Т S ~ | ly to the warrant being 1550еа 


then request New York State Gov. 
Nelson Rockefeller to authorize 
4 the extradition. 


McKenna. 


т 
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| On the other hand, -McKenna 
f can demand’ а hearing, and this 
4 would, necessitate Mr. Epstein ap- 
| pearing at the hearing in New 
| York State where he would һа: 
! to convince officials that тета 


enough eyi- 





| vania authorities have 

| dence against Меке! WE to justify 

| extradition — evidence : 
| Pennsylvania State- Police wh 


have worked on the case believe 
they have. 

And, extradition 
held up if New 
| thorities ( 





| charge 

jail. Atto | 

ever, that it 15 his understa 1ding 
thet New York authorities are 
willing to waive action i their 
'harges for the time being so that 
the accus q can be returned 10 


ad 


1 > ( 
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McKenna 5 attorney knew about 
5 ago Pennsylvania state police 


| Sharon Coste 





































George P. Doyle of Buf- 
would have had to be deaf, 
d not to know the Penn- 
were interested in him,” in 
connection with the case. 


anà an associate, Attorney Carl Paladino, 
earned of the Pennsylvania state police 


| borhood of a couple of weeks ago. 


| Paladino had become aware 
| McKenna had come under suspicion in the 
. case. 


— slightly a reported vow to fight extradition 
` proceedings againist his client. He said, 
"Generally, obviously, we do not waive a 
. client's constitutional rights unless there 
| is an overwhelming reason." 
— Hesaid he had not seen any warrants or 
. detainers for McKenna in relation to 
charges Pennsylvania state police have 
made of murder and rape against 
"McKenna in the Coston slaying. He would 
nof state unequivocably that they would 
fight extradition “until we see the papers 
and know what is being asked of us." 
He said he would continue to protect his 
client's rights, advise him not to waive 
extradition and indicated he would go into 
| court with McKenna for a hearing on 
| extradition :roceedings. 
_| Meanwhile in Towanda, Bradford 
x County District Attorney Maurice Epstein 
. indicated that he is now considering 
| postponing extradition procceedings 
~ Against McKenna until he seeks an in- 
s сазо the murder and rapes charges 
mie of the Dec. 17 grand jury session here. 
E Epstein said “There will be security" if 
M Kenna should be returned to Penn- 
Ve 3ylvania and lodged in the Bradford | 
. pounty Jail here. i 1 
| Mr. Doyle is representing McKenna on | 
и urglary and assault charges, McKenna is 
resenly being held in Erie County | 
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It is his best recollection, he said, that he. 
| suspicion of McKenna “in the neigh- 
` Mr. Doyle declined to say how Mr. б 


that б 


1 Doyle Friday appeared to be shading | 


spect About Two 


siderations that would have to be taken 
into account would be whether McKenna 
would wish him to continue as his attorney 
and whether arrangements could be made 
for him to practice law in Pennsylvania 
since he does not have a license to practice 
in the commonwealth, 

In another development in the case, 
Sayre Chief of Police Ray Eldred, 
recommended by state police Lt. Donald 
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Weeks Ago 


Dorris as a worthy recipient of the $1,575 PEETA 
reward fund raised by Sayre businessmen, © 6 а 
refused to accept the reward money. ^ 

Eldred, police chief in Sayre for the past » _ 
28 years, was quoted as saying he was 
“just doing his job,” and ‘‘It’ just not the 
right thing to до," 

Members of the Sayre Business 
Association are now pondering what to do 
with the money. 
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Gerard Mc Kenna 


(Courtesy of the 
Elmira Star-Gazetie) 


a, 40, with the m 
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— | parole violation in connection with 
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enna Detainer, Warrant 


rape of Sharon Coston have beem delivered ' 


to officials at the Erie Count 
Center in Buffalo, Lt. 
said Thursday. 

McKenna has been jailed in Buffalo 
since Nov. 12 on charges of first degree 
> burglary, second degree assault 


y Holding 
Edward Bloomer 


and 


| charges a Lackawanna, N.Y. woman 
| made in a complaint alleging that 
McKenna broke into her home and 
assaulted her. 
Bradford County District Attorney 
** Maurice Epstein said Thursday he has 
heard unofficially that McKenna will fight 
E extradition. He said he has not been 
| contacted yet by McKenna’s attorney, 
identified as George P. Doyle of Buffalo. 
Doyle was quoted in a New York State 
newspaper as saying McKenna denies any 
connection to the Coston case and will fight 
extradition. 

Should McKenna fight extradition, 
Epstein said it could be two or three weeks 
before the accused man could be returned 
to Bradford County to be jailed here. 
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Epstein said he will start extradition 
proceedings immediately rather 
await possible indictment. Such proceed- 
ings require that Eqstein's office forward 
documents to the office of the Penn- 
sylvania Attorney General Israel Packel. 
From Packel's office the documents go the 
Governor Milton Shapp's office, The 
governor's office then requests New York 
Governor Nelson Rockefeller to 
the extradition. 

However, 





than 





authorize 


McKenna can demand a 
hearing. If he does so, Epstein would have 
to appear at the hearing in New York and 
convince authorities there that Penn- 
Sylvania authorities have sufficient 
evidence of their charges 
McKenna to justify extradition. 

His extradition could also be held up if 
New York authorities insist on keeping 
McKenna there for prosecution of charges 
on which he was jailed in Buffalo. Epstein 
Said Thursday it is his understanding that 
New York authorities are willing to waive 
action on their charges against McKenna 
for the time being so he сап ђе returned to 


mem 
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Pennsylvania on the Coston case charges, | 

The detainer and warrant were К 
delivered Wednesday by Criminal In- _ 
vestigators John George and Joseph — 
Perechinsky of the state police substation _ 
at Towanda following announcement of 
the charges Wednesday morning in Sayre 
by Lt. Donald Dorris, commanding officer 
of the criminal section, Troop P, 
Wyorning, Lt. Bloomer, commander of the 
local state police substation and Epstein. 

Bloomer said Thursday that George and 
Perechinsky will remain on the case full 


time in an effort to gather additional in- 
formation. 
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McKenna’s record reportedly stretches 
back over 20 years, beginning with a саг 
theft in Washington, D.C., in 1953 and 
ranging over the years to include such 
other allegations as burglary, assault and 
battery and parolé violation. 

The state Supreme Court ordered 
McKenna released from state prison Nov. 
30, 1966, ruling that he nad not understood 
charges of reckless driving and entry at a 
Valley theater to which he had pleaded 
guilty. The following month, Bradford 
County Court reportedly 
burglary indictment against McKenna am 
he was freed. 

Police records show Mc 
employment as a Sel 


dismissed 2 


cKenna’s iates 
-emple 


f oyed horse 
radish salesman. Sayre School recore 
show that he left school at 16 while in tf 
eighth grade, later obtaining a cor 
monwealth secondary school diplom 


in 1965. 
Although the crime is alleged to ha 
taken place in Sayre, poli 
unknown reason t 
District .Magistrate 
Wysox. Chaffee 


197259: 


said Thursday night 
received any papers 
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| death by strangulation on Nov. 1 or 2. 


| She believes, may have been held on North 
Wilbur Avenue. 
"| away,” she said. 
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Sharon Coston got in a car allegedly 
being driven by Gerard McKenna Oct. 28 
because а cousin of hers was in the Car, 
her mother, Mrs. Eugene Coston, told The 
Review Friday. 

Miss Coston had been walking to a store 
to buy a pack of cigarettes for her parents 
at the time. 


E 


later was “dumped” from the car. 


police last week. Mrs. McKenna resides at 
303 N. Wilbur Avenue. 

While Epstein has said the crime is 
alleged to have occurred in Sayre, neither 
he nor police officers have been more 
specific about the exact location the crime 
took place. 

Mrs. Coston said although she had an 
“inkling” Monday who the police 
suspected, she said she did not know until 
the announcement by police and the disrict 
attorney Wednesday who the Suspect was. 

She said her daughter had known 
McKenna because he had accompanied a 
member of the family on visits to Miss 
Coston’s grandmother, Mrs. Charles 
Roberts, who lives on the first floor of the 
North Lehigh Ave. home in which the 
Costons reside on the second floor. 

Mrs. Coston said school students had 
Said McKenna had tried to date her 
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week of the investigation that they had 
learned information that had been held 
back previously. 

Mrs. Coston lamented Friday that if only 
that information had come to light earlier, 
perhaps, she said, her daughter could have 
been saved. Miss Coston disappeared Oct. 
28, her body being found Nov. 3. 
Authorities said then that she had been 
dead 24 to 48 hours, which would place her 


„э 


She said "it hurts that her daughter, 
"That's only 415 blocks 
Mrs. Coston did not reveal what basis 


It has been confirmed in one report by 
George P. Doyle of 


uffalo, that the home of McKenna's 
widowed mother had 


been searched by 
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McKenna, 40, was charged Wednesday 
with raping and murdering Miss Coston. 
Mrs. Coston declined to name the cousin, 
explaining that police had asked her not to 
do so. According to Mrs. Coston, the cousin 


Bradford County District Attorney 
Maurice Epstein was approached by The 
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Review with that information Friday and 
said it is “reliable information." 

The girl's mother said the cousin did not 
come forward with that information until 
the investigation had been underway for 
several days because he “was scared." 
This would tend to agree with statements 


police made at one point in the second 
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daughter; she indicated that she had not 
been aware of that. 

While the family is “relieved,” that 
charges have been brought in the case, 
Mrs. Coston said the loss of her daughter 
"gets worse every day." Thanksgiving 
Day she said was “the longest, loneliest 
holiday. I don't know how we will get 
through Christmas." She said she had to 
take down her daughter's bed because her 
youngest two children cried that they 
could not sleep in that room any longer 
because “Sharon isn't there any more." 

Mrs. Coston said money that hes been 
donated to the family since her daughter's 
death has been placed in a Savings account 
and will be used to pay for her headstone. 
which will be inscribed with her name, 
date of birth and death, and “Те Sharon, 
From Loved Ones and Friends." 

(SEE COSTON, Page eight) 
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(Continued from page one) 

| Coston said the family had also decided to 

have the image of a guitar engraved on the 

left hand side of the head stone because 

Miss Coston had loved to play the guitar. 
They expect the head stone to be com- 


pleted and placed shortly before Christ- 


mas. 


pictures of her daughter on paintings 
16-year-old girl had done and which 
mounted in the Coston home. She 
plained that it helps if she can look at 





Mrs. Coston said the only comfort she 
has been able to derive is from placing 
the 
are 
ех- 


пе 


- 


| daughter's picture, “еуеп thc igh I don’t 
| have her.” 

She concluded the interview by saying 
“We want to thank everyone. Everyone 
has been so wonderful.” She praised ali 
the police investigators who wor! ed on the 
case, mentioning especially Crimina 

| Investigator John Georze and Cpl. Eugene 
| Brennan, who she said were especialh 


considerate, 
| Miss Coston's grandmother also 
Opportunity to express gratitude on F 
of herself and her husband for là 
shown to them. 
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Down 


been а lot of 
Walking is being encouraged over riding 
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also very unhappy with what | pt 

; LA у 

ire fighting systems” at the Home for | Pä ЈИ • 

are unhappy with the same situation | resen tallon 

d both departments are raising strong } pe NO шыу ДА ELI & 

Ww, сон еа expected to be | Charges of murder and rape against 

ле two volunteer groups. ‘apap ‘anne | 
it, "these guys build them and leave. | Gerard McKenna, the accused slayer of 
d we are very unhappy.” $ Sharon Coston, 16, Sayre, were not 
Кк o женке nresented to the grand jury here for ap- 

men I hear that a certain pravai Wednesday. 


District Attorney Maurice Epstein, the 


t am 


"high-up" Sayre fireman 1s taking a 

tie a proper knot. Seems that the fire department was replacing 

the repaired siren on top of the Wheelock pd Our un-named ! prosecutor in the case, explained 
(in public that is) fireman tied the siren to the rope and up il vesterd av у ' | 

‚ 16) пе | ; ; vestercay that the case ha у 
started to the top of the building, Just as quick as it started up | Vi H ree CUTS z dn't been 
down it came, hitting the ground, Back for repairs. | schedwed for this grand jury as he had 
| earlier. indicated it would be. 


employee who used to work as а ga- 
ow why he quit. He changed a tire on | 
next day on his way to work here, the | 


Кос ли told The Daily Review 


jury wasn't an abnormal procedure. 


«Пе? never even been arrested, yet 


nt has decided to export pigeon | а 
The move will also help اوور‎ dil 18. 
VEDA should ; 


in a string of 50, uses по More power 


industry. 


Chil has banned pin-up , 
«It's more worthwhile to admire a! 
ph of a nude woman." Its all a 


red-faced at the Boy Scout 
Seems they were 
upside down... . The unscasonably 
aven) has other advantages. Amateur 
a field day with discoveries of flowers 
ing one lady who tells me she found 


little 
last Tuesday. 


healing dealers with tris 


ek of home re 
selling this wee! 


Towanda dealer was 
ley, I found prices anywhere from 
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called the Times this week 
Apparently 
planning а spread, complete with pic- 
Scranton-way the reward money [01], 
arrest in the double slaying of 13-year-|} 
d Pa 


J. French 15 over the $21,000 | 





about returning to the 
instead of oil for 
as a gas-Saving 
owner of a sportsmans club in Fort 
s returned to a wcapon from an earlier 
he held two alleged burglars at bay 
ed a bow and arrow, not a gun. 
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is looking to coal 
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said Epstein. 

Asked if the district attorney expected 
an arrest, Epstein replied, “I've filed a 
petition...to present it to the grand jury, 
that's this coming grand jury. But he has a 
right to examine the venire (the body of 
names summoned to court as jurors) anc 
everything else, so I wouldn’t want to put 
myself іп а spot. І don't know any more. 

"We sent him notice," the district at- 
torney ¢ontinued “We still have a lot of 
things.’ a few things, that shod be 
straighvened out. Procedurally, that's all. ' 
There’s no use pushing something we don’t 
even have an arrest on.” 

Epstein explained that the petition seeks 
the court’s permission to present the case 
to the next grand jury without holding a 
preliminary hearing for Ме етан А 
preliminary hearing normally proceeds 
the presentation to the grand jury. 

The purpose of a preliminary hearing 
held with a district justi лакі is 

istrict justice, making the 
ruling is to decide if there is sufficient 
evidence to further the case to the grand 
jury. The jury then decides if there is 


adequate evidence to send the case to 
court. Both the grand jury and district 
justice can dismiss the case for lack of 
evidence. 

Epstein said that the 
preliminary hearing 15 
supreme court ruling. 

Now that the petition has been filed here, 
Epstein said, the next step wil be to 
further the petition to Buffalo where 
McKenna is being held on charges of first 
degree burglary, second degree assault, 
and parole violation stemming from 
another case. 

The district attorney said the next grand 
jury would convene here in March, "which 
is around the n 








skipping of the 
legal under а 


orner. 

Asked what McKenna’s rights are to 
take action concerning the petition, Ep- 
stein said, “Тһаї 1 don't know. It's up to 
him. I don't know. At least it gives Him an 
oppertunity ahead of time to examine the 

who will be convened, 
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be protected.” 


Eran 1 jurors 


Everyone's 
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& ‘SAYRE — Charges against Gerard P 
* McKenna of Buffalo, for murder and гаре 
° [4n Bradford County and for assault in Erie 
"A 4 N.Y.) County, still await Grand Jury 
Teview. 

^ ^ McKenna was charged last Nov. 21 


A with killing and molesting 16-year-old 


sharon J. Coston of Sayre following ап 1B- 
f day probe by Pennsylvania state police 
j investigators. 
у "The nude, mutilated body of the Sayre 
i High School sophomore was found Nov. 3 
15у a hunter along Mile Lane Road, Athens 
awnship, about two miles west of the 
, {Blue Swan Airport. 
| ? The charges for the crime were to be 
Drought before the Bradford County 
| (Grand Jury when it convened last Wed- 
©. tmesday. 
* However, County Dist. Atty. Maurice L 
Azpstein of Sayre said the presentation has 
“Deen delayed temporarily. 
СОС At the time the charges were an- 
: mounced, McKenna was being held in the 
/ _ [Erie County Jail at Buffalo without bail, 





E s. 

p Sacing burglary and assault charges. 
ү + Buffalo police reported he entered а 
Ы [Lackawanna home in early November 


| "and assaulted the owner. . 

р The burglary felony was dismissed in a 
preliminary hearing in Lackawanna ¢ 
Рес. 4. The assault charge still stands 
The defendants attorney, Geor 
Doyle of Buffalo, said the complaint м 


n 









- 


fo to the Grand Jury sometime in the near 


future. 
Until the assault case is closed, 
Until the assault cause is closed 


McKenna can not be tricd for ап) other 
| 


crime, Doyle said, adding that he had no! 


received any Other charges against his 
client. 
‘He hasn't been faced with any 





а he denies an 


charges of the murder : 
death of thal 


connection with the tragic 
girl," Doyle said. 
The attorney said а detainer may have 


been filed with the County Jail, whic! 
that 


would notify the Erie County 
McKenna could not be releast d except to 
Pennsvlvania State authorities to be tried 
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for the murder and rape 

Epstein confir med that a Чегајпе! 


tuffa) 





been sent to Buffalo and a warra 
МеКеппа'5 arrest has been filed 
согап nwealth of Pennsylvania 

If the charges do ah ht 5 
Dovle said, he would Y the am 
or extradilion, of his client becau 
matter of policy we very rarely v 
extradition unless there's sorge r« 
to. 

Faced with this oppositio 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania will 
nd an extradition request 
to th New Yor 





Epstein explained 

He said "the commonwea 
proc eeding on litle 
case against McKenna ат | theri 
question we're going to present 
dictment.”’ 

The delay in Grand Jury ppt 
is due to "procedural dete 
partially by the defendant | 
another court district, the di 
torney said. 

Legal matters will have 
slowly and carefully, Epstelr 
because the "prosecution can't gel 
with as much as the defense attorne; 
case such as this." 

He suggested one concern 
there had been too much рио 
case during the investigat 
following the charges at 

Doyle admitted havin 
was а hell of a lot of publicity: 
though he did not know exactly 
and what kind. 

“We will give very careful at 
the question of whether à fi 
rendered impossible by pul 
defense attorney sa 
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а process has begun [0 ex- 
| radite former Sayreite Gerard 
E McKenna, 41, back to Brad- 
хашм from Buffalo, №. Y. 
in pas trial on murder charges 
Кака with the death of 
№155 Sharron Coston of Sayre last 
November, | 
Bradford County District Attor- 
У Maurice Epstein started the 
proceedings recently when he fil- 
ed requisition papers with the of- 


the extradition prot сесі; 


that 
is expected to take several week: 
and by that time McKenna shoi 
come to trial in Buffalo. 

McKenna indicted 
Bradford County grand 
March 18 on murder 
charges stemming from the stran- 
culation death of 16-year-old Miss 
Coston, a student а! Sayre Arca 
High School. 

She was last seen leaving her 


| 
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ђу а | 
jury on | 
апа гаре 


was 
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fice of the Pennsylvania Altor-| family home at 209 N. Lehigh 
* _ ney General for a governor's wat Ave. on Oct. 28 early in the eve- 
У Ў ПА to be sent to New York] ning. Her mutilated body was | 
im Яе Malcolm Wilson for| found by a hunter just off the | 
Монте of McKenna. Mile Lane Road beyond the В! ib 
Tm a is now being held| Swan Airport on Saturday, Nov.| 
without bail in the Erie County | 3. | | 
| Оле Facility in Buffalo on bur | Ап intensive investigation by 
Ы M and assault charges and 15 Pennsylvania State and area pi 
| expected to stand trial there б lice agencies led to the charge 
ily in June. However, no trial | being lodged against McKenna 
| E has been set. who by that time was in the Buf 
| дерет says he will awail е falo area jail facing the assaul 
| disposition of the New York State | and burelary charves which nd 
| case before bringing Mek nna} been filed on behalf of a house- 
{| back to Pennsylvania. He a led | wife in that arca. 
S74n Ci ht 
٤ SOU 
f та / / UY 3 о 
«Hn 54 А a 
or extradition 
TOWANDA — Extradition proceedings 
і have begun to bring Gerard P. McKenna, 41. trial date has been set. 
back to Bardford County from Buffalo. N.Y., Epstein said he would awa 
to stand trial on murder charges in connec- 
tion with the death of Miss Sharon J. Coston 
of Sayre last November. extradition proceedings take se 
Bradford County Dist. Atty. Maurice Ep- 
stcin of Sayre said Tuesday requisition Buffalo by then, Epstein said. 
papers have been filed with the Pennsyl- McKenna was indicte 
vania attorney general's office for a gover- 
nor’s warrant to be sent to New York Gov. 
Malcolm Wilson for the return of McKenna. 
^ McKenna, a former Sayre resident, 15 
presently being held without bail in the Erie 
County Holding Facility on burglary and 
са assault charges. He is expected to stand trial near the Blue Swan Airport. 
Fy | 





in Buffalo sometime in early June. but по 


it the disposi- 
tion of the Buffalo case before bringing 


McKenna back to Pennsylvania. The 
veral weeks 


and he expects McKenna to come to trial in: 


d by a Bradford 


County Jury on March 18 on murder and 
rape charges stemming from the strangula- 
tion death of 16-year-old Miss Coston. 

Miss Coston was last seen leaving her 
family home at 209 N. Lethigh Ave. on Oct. 
?8. On Nov. 3 her body was found by a hunter 
just off Nile Lane Road, Athens Township 
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Thirty-five residents 
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| srunett 
Wyalusing; John p. 
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oyle of Wysox RD 2; Richard 


КӨР КЕ Moore of 105 Plum 
j г 5L. Sayre; Eug реет: 
Chrzan or T а of 10 Мы, ugene Norton 
rov 4 Му > 1 Peo TAT aa 
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Frank using RD 2, Richard 3t, Athens; Alma Shaffer of 44 
' anklin of Grover: Marion аггеп 56, 5. Waverly: Ros 
, 4 E S SE- 


nary А. Slater of Towanda RD 3; 
ET Thorpe of Troy RD 1; 
Edith Tongue of Gillett RD 1 
rhe ы Walls of 113 Layton st. 
Sayre; Tanya R. Wilcox of Can- 


J. Glas H 

А p Columbia Cross Roads 

AG rA Hunsberger of Wya- 
sing ) 3; Pat 78 

or ra VU К. Hunsinger 
Charles Р. Jones of 209 E 





X St., Athens: » Pine |! 
SLM lens; Mary W. Keltz of on RD 1; Beulah Willey of 
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| tradite former Sayreite Gerard | is expected to take several weeks | 
Р. McKenna, 41, back to rad- | and by that time McKenna should | 
ford County from Buffalo, N. Y.| come to trial Buff l | 
to stand trial on murder charges McKenna -was indicted by а 
in connection with the death of | Bradford County grand Ji ry ont 
Miss Sharron Coston of Sayre last March 18 on murder ind rape 
November. | charges stemmi xz from the stran-| 
Bradford County District Attor- | culation leath of 16-year-c Miss | 
-| ney Maurice. Epstein started the| Coston, a student at Sa те Агеа | 
е | proceedings recently when he fil- | High School ni ы 
е | ed requisition papers with the of-| She was last seen leaving her 
Р fice of the Pennsylvania Attor-| family home at 209 N. Leb oh 
a | ney General for a governor's war- | Ave. on Oct 28 ear n the eve- | 
$ rant to be sent to New York | ning. Her body was | 
„| state Gov. Malcolm Wilson for | found by a hunter just i t the | 
} ће return of McKenna. | Mile Lane Road beyond the Blue | 
McKenna is now being held| Swan Airport on Saturda i 
h- without bail in the Erie County | 3. 
" Holding Facility in Buffalo on бит | An intensive investizal 


rt | glary and assault charges and is| Pennsylvania State а 
ə | expected to stand trial there ear- 4 
id| ly in June. However, по trial 
а | date has been set. 

d Epstein says he will await the 
i- | disposition of the New York State 
е| сазе before bringing McKenna 
s» | back to Pennsylvania. He added 
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SAYRE — A special assistant district 
attorney has been named and à gag rule 
imposed by the judge in the rape-murder 
case of Gerard P. McKenna, 41, who has 

. pleaded guilty to New York State charges 
‘and contacted a Wellsboro lawyer to defend 


- Bradford County Judge Evan S. Williams 
confirmed Thursday in Towanda that at the 
urging of Dist. Atty. Maurice Epstein of 
Sayre April 3, he appointed Arthur R. 
Shuman Jr. of Philadelphia a special assis- 

- tant, apparently the first time in recent 
"memory such an appointment has been 


go “Said appointment shall be limited to the 
34 preparation and trial of the case of Com- 


t prosecutor named 
P 


the United States and Pennsylvania Consti- 
tutions, to a fair and impartial trial.” 

Appearing before State Supreme Court 
Justice Thomas J. Ryan in Buffalo, Monday, 
McKenna pleaded guilty to second-degree 
assault and is awailing sentencing in the 
Brie County Holding Facility, 

The plea was in satisfaction of grand jury 
indictments charging McKenna with 
second-degree assault, criminal trespass 
and weapons possession charges. The 
charges stem from an Oct. 26, 1973 entry 
reported by Mrs, Kim Hucksoll of Lack- 
awanna, who told police she was awakened 
that night by a knife-wielding man grabbing 
at her throat. 


York charges, but said Thursday that 
Thomas A, Walrath, of the Wellsboro firm 
Walrath and Coolidge will probably handle 
the Bradford County counts. 

"I am the attorney of record," Walrath 
confirmed Thursday. “I have entered an 
appearance on his behalf. Whether I'm going 
to handle it or not, I don't know.” 

Walrath, who has represented McKenna 
in the past, said he will make his final deci- 
sion following McKenna’s return to 
Pennsylvania, 

Extradition proceedings to bring 
McKenna back into Bradford County from 
Buffalo began last.month. At that time Ep- 
Stein said he would await the disposition of 
the New York charges before returning the 
defendant. 


Lawyers in the Buffalo firm of Doyle and 

3 monwealth vs. Gerard P. McKenna," court Denman represented McKenna on the New 
fe records said. McKenna, formerly of Sayre, is 
under indictments charging he raped and 


E Killed Miss Sharon 3. Coston, 16, of 209 N.` 
· Lehigh Ave., Sayre in October, 1973. 

: "Because of the unusual nature of the 

above captioned matter, wherein highly 

ical evidence and proof*is involved.” 

jams’ order also said, “ is +, 


ү 
| Judge Willi 
|| necessary (ог the effective administration of | 
~  ; justice that a special assistant district attor- —. | „2 
|| ney be appointed who is skilled in such | 
у matters" — 

| The order stipulates that “ . . . the costs 
| and expenses to be paid such special assis- 
' tant district attorney will be reasonable and 
, in accordance with normal costs and fees 

| Charged by others in the legal profession, 
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Shed light on what led to Epstein's request 
, for a special assistant due to another order 
_ from Judge Williams prohibiting anyone 
| connected with the case from talking to news 
| reporters, (gag rule). 
^ | Epstein would say only of his request for 
% Shuman, “I know the man. I know his 
^ | capabilities- I thought it was in the best 
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| „Sources surrounding the case could not | DA Gets an Assistant s 2 Ata 
Gag Rule Imposed by Judge 
|" In McKenna Rape-Murder Case 


. interests of everybody." 

|] Judge Williams’ latest order, dated June A gag rule has been imposed by public record, have been record-, case, wherein highly technical ev- | У 
- 2l, prohibits virtually everyone connected Bradford County Judge Evan. 5. | ed or filed in a court record, and | idence and proof 15 involved." »* 
© with the McKenna case from making any || Williams of Towanda prohibiting which has not been impounded! McKenna. formerly of Sayre, is i 
{ comment about it to “members of or em- nearly everyone connected with by this’ court." Anyone found in under indictments charging that | ? 
® the rape-murder case of Gerard violation of the order, which was | ће raped and killed Miss Sharron}? 


` | television station.” l 

is e "The only exception to this order is that 

М information which is а matter of public 
record, having been recorded or filed па 
court of record, and which has not been 

_ Impounded by this court, may be Stated,” the 


P. McKenna, 41, from talking [0 
news media representatives. 

The order, dated June 21, notes 
that the only exception is “that 
information which is a matter of 


noe 


= 
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| order also said. | 
‘Contempt of court charges | 

| could be brought against ујоја- | 
lors of the order, issued ~, to 


protect and assure the rights of the defen- | 
dant, Gerard Раш McKenna, guaranteed by 
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issued ‘Чо protect and assure the 
rights of the defendant, guaran- 
teed by the United States and 
Pennsylvania Constitutions, to a 
fair and impartial trial," may ђе 
cited for contempt of court, the 
judge stated. 


Judge Williams also confirmed 
in his announcement Thursday 
that at the urging of District At- 
torney Maurice Epstein of Sayre 
he had appdinted Arthur R. Shu- 
man Jr. of Philadelphia lo act as 
special assistant district attorney 
in the case, The appointment was 
necessary, he declared “for the 
effective administration of justice 
due to the unusual nature of the 
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Coston, 16, of 209 N. Lehigh Ауе,» 
Sayre, їп October of 1973. Extra- | * 
dition proceedings began last 
month to bring him back Buffalo |^ 
N.Y., where he has been lodged 
in the Erie County Holding Fa. | 
cility under indictment for crim- |." 
inal trespass, possession Of a le- 
thal weapon and second degree | ® 
assault. 

Appearing before 
Slate Supreme Court Justice 
Thomas J. Ryan in Buffalo on |! 
Monday, McKenna pleaded guilty | 


to second degree assault and is 
now awaiting Sentencing, The 
AUNT 


(Continued on Page 89, Column 7)? 
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1 Gag Rule--- 


(Continued from Pase 1) 

f! | charges stemmed from an Oc 
8 | 26, 1973, entry into the resider 

of Mrs. Kim Hucksoll acka 
wanna, who told police sha was 
awakened in the night by a knif 
wielding man who had seized he 
by. the throat. 
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The Buffalo law firm Doy 
fi || and Denman represented McKen 
||| га on the New York State 
|| || charges, but it was announced 
||| | Thursday that Thomas A. Wal- 


rath of the Wellsboro firm of Wal- 

rath and Coolidge will probably 

j| handle the Bradford Coun- 

d ty charges, At that time. Walrath 
confirmed that he was "the at- 

| torney of record." He added, how- 
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————— M 


ever, that although he had еп- 
tered an appearance on 
na's behalf, ‘Whether 
il ing to handle it or not, I don’ 
know." 
Walrath, who has represente 
M МеКеппа in the past, said h 
a would make his. final decision fol 
| lowing the defendant's return t 
| | Pennsylvania. 
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still up in air, 


SAYRE — It’s unknown when Gerard P. 
McKenna will be returned to Pennsylvania, 
in which jail he'll await trial, or when the 
trial will begin, prosecutor Arthur R. 
Shuman Jr. said Wednesday. 

Shuman, of Philadelphia, is а spec! ial 
«assistant to Bradford County Dist. ALY. 
Maurice L. Epstein for the duration of the 
McKenna trial and arrived Wednesday for 
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Chemung County Airport. 

McKenna, 41, formerly of Sayre, has been 
indicted on charges of rape and murder in 
connection with the October 1973 death of 
Miss Sharon J. Coston, 16, of 209 N. Lehigh 
Ave. He remains in the Erie County (N.Y.) 
Holding Facility, awaiting sentencing on an 
admitted charge of attempted second degree 
assault, a felony. 


McKenna pleaded guilty to the assault 


Ў 


<enna return, 


says special DA 


trial 


indictments charging him with seeond-de 
gree assault, criminal trespass and weapon 
possession. The indictments stemmed from 
а Lackawanna, N.Y. incident Oct, 26, 1977, 
when а woman re ported being awakened in 
her home by a knife-wielding man. 


Shuman also‘confirmed that туо 
cement officials are сопсе ned Wilh sectiPity 
at the Bradford County Jail, Towanda, 
where several inmates have ese aped, Не 
said that the problem of an alternative рт, 
son within reasonable distance of MeKen- 
na's legal representative concerns inves- 
tigators. 


МеКеппа'5 attorney of record to date on 
the Pennsylvania charges 15 Thomas Wal- 
rath of Wellsboro. Extr: idition papers have: 
been filed by local officials to request 
MeKenna's return to Pennsylvania. 


“T's up to New York, really," Shuman 
said of when the defendant will be trans- 
ferred. 


“Tt depends on when the New York of- 


ficials decide we Can get him.” 


Shuman, who plans to meet with several 
persons conne ед with the case, was met at 
the airport Wednesday by Pennsylvania 
State Police Investigator John George of the 
Towanda barracks. Shuman said he will end 
his latest stay in the Valley Friday or Sa- 


turday. 
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Assistant prosecutor named 


in Sayre murder case 


SAYRE — А special assistant district 
attorney has been named and a gag rule 
imposed by the judge in therape-murder 
case of Gerard P. McKenna, 41, who has 
pleaded guilty to New York State charges 
and contacted a Wellsboro lawyer to defend 
him in Pennsy]vania. 

Bradford County Judge Evan S. Williams 
confirmed Thursday in Towanda that at the 
urging of Dist. Atty. Maurice Epstein of 
Sayré April 3, he appointed Arthur R. 
Shuman Jr. of Philadelphia a special assis- 
tant, apparently the first time in recent 
memory such an appointment has been 
made. | 

“Said appointment shall be limited to the 

“preparation and trial of the case of Corn- 
monwealth vs. Gerard P. McKenna, 
records said. McKenna, formerly of Sayre, is 
under indictments charging he raped and 
killed Miss Sharon J. Coston, 16, of 209 N. 
. Lehigh Ave., Sayre in October, 1973. 


е 


ie “Because of the unusual nature of the 


above captioned matter, wherein highly 


Ма ЕП AERE and proof is involved," 
57 order also said, “it is 





justice that a special assistant district attor- 
ney пари еа who is skilled in such 


| matters.” e 


" court , 


the United States and Pennsylvania Consti- 
tutions, to a fair and impartial trial.” 

Appearing before State Supreme Court 
Justice Thomas J. Ryan in Buffalo, Monday, 
McKenna pleaded guilty to second-degree 
assault and is awaiting sentencing in the 
Erie County Holding Facility. 

Тће plea was in satisfaction of grand jury 
indictments charging McKenna with 
second-degree assault, criminal trespass 
and weapons possession charges. The 
charges stem from an Oct. 26, 1973 entry 
reported by Mrs. Kim Hucksoll of Lack- 
awanna, who told police she was awakened 
that night by a knife-wielding man grabbing 
at her throat. 

Lawyers in the Buffalo firm of Doyle and 
Denman represented McKenna on the New 





York charges, but said Thursday that 
Thomas A. Walrath, of the Wellsboro firm 
Walrath and Coolidge will probably handle 
the Bradford County counts. 

“Т am the attorney of record," Walrath 
confirmed Thursday. “1 have entered an 
appearance on his behalf. Whether I'm going 
to handle it or not, I don’t know.” 

Walrath, who has represented McKenna 
in the past, said he will make his final deci- 
sion following McKenna's return to 
Pennsylvania, 

Extradition proceedings to bring 
McKenna back into Bradford County from 
Buffalo began last month. At that time Ep- 
stein said he would await the disposition of 
the New York charges before returning the 
defendant. 
diss 
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The order stipulates that ~ the costs 
and éxpenses | 
tant district attorney 
in aceordance with normal costs and fees 


charged by others in the legal professi on.’ 


t paid such special 


: assis- 


and 


4 


will be reasonable 


Sources surrounding the case could not 
shed light on what led to Epstein's request 


for a special assistant due to another order 
from Judge Williams prohibiting anyone 
connected with the case from talking to news 
reporters, (gag mule). 

Epstein would say only of his request for 
Shuman, “I know the man. I know his 
capabilities. I thought it was in the best 
interests of everybody.” 

Judge Williams’ latest order, dated June 
21, proMibits virtually everyone connected 
with the McKenna case from making any: 
comment about it to “members of ог em- 
ployes of any newspaper, radio station or: 
television station.” 

“The only exception to this order is that 
information which is a matter of public 
record, having been recorded or filed in a 
court of record, and which has not been 
impounded by this court, may be stated," the 


order also said. 

Contempt of court charges 
could . be brought against viola- 
tors of the order, issued “. . to 


protect and assure the rights of the defen- 
| dant, Gerard Раш McKenna, guaranteed by 
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` Arthur R. Shuman Jr. is un- | 
` doubtedly a man “most people 
. would "look up to," Shuman, У; 



































































` Bradford County's new special еца 
` assistant district attorney, is six- 
qe 00t-seven and weighs close to 300 | 
р ounds. "yg, c REP 4 ї 
m штап has recently been ap 


binted to assist District Attor- 
ey Maurice L. Epstein in the 
urder trial of Gerard P. Мс- 
. Kenna. McKenna, formerly of 
| Sayre, is charged with the Octo. 
` ber 1973 rape and murder of Miss 
агоп J. Coston, 16, of 209 N. 
Lehigh Ave., Sayre. Eo. 
` A native of Philadelphia, Shu- == 
— Manis 34 years old and the father 
of two. He spoke little of his 
fansly life during a personal will be returned to Pennsylvani 
interview Thursday, but when in which jail he'll await trial, 
asked if his wife ever gets to see when the trial will begin, 
him in court, he smirked. Shu- cutor Shuman Jr. 
man proceeded to tell of an in- saying Wednesday. 
Stance last summer when his wife Shuman also reportedly con- 
and his mother ‘went to see him firmed that law enforcement of- 
tiring an open court session. ficia!s аге concerned with secur- 
Shuman said there was an ob- ilv at the Bradford County Jail, 
ject to the first question asked Towanda, where severa] inmates 
during the day’s session and the have escaped. Не reportedly said 
lawyers went into the judge’s that the problem of an alternative 
chambers immediately after... prison within reasonable distance 
for the entire day. == 


Shuman earned three degrees 
from Villanova University in- | 
cluding liberal arts, economics 
‘and law, before Spending seven 
y&TS às an automobile dealer. 
After selling cars, Shuman went 
back to Villanova for his law 


| wy ( 
diploma. Ihe 


~ 


“ 


ог 
prose- 
iS quoted as 
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Shuman worked in Philadelphia 
under District Attorney Arlen | 
Specter. Specter’s staff included | 
162 assistant district attorneys, ( 
Shuman was а member of the 
homicide division, which dealt 
with nothing but murder cases, 
For approximately one and 
one-half years Shuman was re- 
Sponsible for every murder case 
in Philly...from occurrence of the 
Crime, arrest, to preliminary 
. hearing. During the time Shuman 
Served on the homicide team,” 
there were 750 homicides. 
.— Shuman helped coordinate a 
task force of state police and 
criminal Investigators jn the 
Reilly Case, Wayne County, 
Where he and other workers 
, probed the deaths of Several 
mentally retarded persons at à 
Special home. Shuman believes it 
Was through this case that Ep. | 
Stein heard ahbzot his work. 
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When the defend 
ferred. 


^N depends on when the N 
York offic 
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Arthur R. Shuman Ur. 


It’s unknown when McKenna of McKenna's legal re 
a, live concerns Investig 


ators. 
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presenta- 


McKenna’s attorney of record 


date on 
arges 


the Pennsylvania 
is reportedly Thomas 
Walrath of Wellsboro. 


“It’s up to New York, really," 


uman is quoted 
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During his law student days, | | 
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an admittance of guilt to an 
involuntary manslaughter 
charge by John Reilly. Reilly was 
fined $1,000, placed on probation, 
and charged the approximately 
$25,000 court costs. 

In January of this year, Shu- 
man resigned from his position 
with the homride division to go 
into private practice. 

County Commissioner Benny 
Larnard said the commissioners 
have not met Shuman, nor did 
they know how much the lawyer’s 
assistance was going to cost the 
county. 

Shuman said the pay agree- 
ment, he understood when he 
took the job, would be compensa- 
tion equal to what is paid to other 
lawyers. Shuman would not give 
any amounts, however. 

During the interview Thurs- 
day, Shuman said he could not 
comment on the Coston | 
Shuman, as well as all the princi- 
pal persons connected with the 
probe, have been ordered not to 
discuss the case. Judge Evan : 
Williams of Bradford County has 
levied a gag 
secured by the district atto 
office. 

According to Shuman, the gag 
rule means that the principals in 
the case may not divulg | 
facts of the case, including evi- 
dence or opinions. No inform: 
tion may be given, v 
ception of what is already on 
record, added Shuman. 

McKenna recently pleaded 
guilty to attempted second-de- 
gree assault in Buffalo and is in 
the Erie County Holding Facility 
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awaiting sentencing, according 
to a report. 
McKenna's trial in dfo 
County is expected to begin soon 
but no official word | 
from the district attorney’s of 


in Towanda. 
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McKenna 





Gerald P. McKenna, charged with 

murder and rape in the death of Sharon 

| Coston of Sayre, has waived extradition 

from New York State and Monday was 

escorted to the Bradford County Jail here 

by state police from the Towanda sub- 
Station, a trooper reported. 

McKenna is being held in the jail pend- 
ing his trial here, state police reported in 
a very brief announcement last night. 

He had, at last report four days ago, 
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Now In Jail Here 


been confined to the Erie County Holding 
Facility, Buffalo, after pleading guilty to a 
second degree assault charge near that 
cily. 

Officials haven’t announced when the 
trial here will begin, nor has there been 
any report on how secure McKenna is at 
the jail here, which has been plagued over 
the last year with a large number of 
escapes. 


The district attorney’s office here, 








prosecutors in the MeKenna case, recently 
obtained from Bradford County Judge 
Evan 5. Williams a “рар” order for- 
bidding almost everyone connected with 
the case from disclosing any information 
on the case which hasn’t already been 
revealed. 

For that reason, when Jail Warden 
George Murray last night was asked by 
The Daily Review if any special security 
had been instigated at the jail to insure 
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Extradition: 


Mc Kenna’s confinement, he replied, ^: 
You'll have to ask the judge. I can't give © 
out any information." 


A trooper at the state police barracks 
here did say that McKenna had been 
brought here in a patrol car with a trooper 
and an assistant to special prosecutor 
Arthur Shuman. The trooper didn't know 
what, if any, special precautions were © 
being taken at the jail. 
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Extradition, 


Gerard P. McKenna, 41, | Wellsboro law firm of Walrath | Gleason and Hebe, also of Wel ls- | 
charged in the October 1973 rape-| and Coolridge, who said he as- | boro, would be represe nting Mc | 
murder of Sharron Coston of | sumed that he and Attorney wil | Kenna. He further noted that ће | 
Sayre, was escorted by Pennsyl-| liam Hebe of the firm-of Spencer, | expected to file pre-trial motions |. 


vania State Police to the Brad- 
ford County Jail in Towanda Mon- 
day afternoon after waiving extra- 
dition from New York State. 
Having pleaded guilty in June 
to assault charge; in Buffalo, the 
former Sayreite had been held 


| at the Erie County Holding Fa- 

é | с ћу pending his appearance be- 
1 ў fore Supreme Court Judge Thom-| 
as Ryan for sentencing. Ryan, 

howeve- died of a heart attack 


during the night of June 9. 

Although McKenna’s case has| 

been ‘approved for prosecution by 

a Bradford County grand jury 

and is expected to come to trial 

at the August session of Criminal 
Court, no official date has been}. 

set. | 

NET The accused also met Monday: 
4 | with Thomas А. Walrath of Ше 
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| shortly. 

Because of a gag order issued |. 
by Judge Evan S. Willams at | 
the request of the District Attor-| 


jail warden- George 
Murray declined to comment on, 
whether special Security pref 
cautions had been taken to insure}, 
McKenna's confinement. The ог- | 
| der forbids almost everyone con | 
| nected with the case 


ney’s office, 


пе 


to disclose | 
| any information not alr eady made 

> | 
| public. | 
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— Wellsboro lawyer Thomas 
ppointed “special defense 
rsday to Gerard P. McKenna, 
ured of a preliminary hearing 
charged with the October 
| murder of Miss Sharon J. 


g, also ordered McKenna confined 
State Correctional Institution at Dal- 
ta., and set Columbus Day, October M, 
day for the trial to begin. Judge Wil- 
haracterized rural lock-ups like the 
ord County Jail at Towanda as “‘in- 
ate facilities.” 

rath was appointed to defend 
‘Kenna at taxpayer expenses after he not- 
that Dist. Atty. Maurice L. Epstein has 

en granted the appointment of Arthur R. 

uman Jr. of Philadelphia as a special 


1 McKenna completed a statement of in- 
. digency before Judge Williams appointed 






| Shuman is also to be paid by the county. 


1 1 Walrath indicated that he would also ask 

m EE { the court for an assistant and investigators 
| | similar to the staff involved in the prepara- 
11: 


tion of the Commonwealth case. 
1 í 
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He said McKenna's mother, Mrs. Vera 
McKenna of Sayre, has paid him to date, but 
probably could not continue to do so. Wal- 
rath appeared in court with William A. 
Hebe, of the Wellsboro firm of Spencer, 
Gleason and Hebe. 

Hebe said he was a classmate of 
Shuman's when both studied law at Villan- 
ova University. 

During the pre-trial hearing at Towanda 
Thursday, Walrath made a series of charges 
against Pennsylvania State Police officials 
involved with the case. 

Walrath said that Pennsylvania troopers 
traveled to Buffalo, N.Y., where McKenna 
had been held until recently, facing charges 
there, and had him transferred to a hospital 
where blood and hair samples of him were 
taken, without notifying either Walrath as 
attorney of record, or Buffalo lawyers 
defending McKenna there.. i 

He also charged that John George, a state 
police investigator at Towanda, and another 
investigator drove McKenna back from 


Buffalo via Syracuse rather than a more- 


direct route, and used the time they were in 
the car to badger the defendant in an at- 
tempt to obtain a statement from him. 


“My client felt that on the trip down he 
had been grilled and intimidated,” Walrath 
said. He also charged that once the car 
reached the Towanda barracks, “. .. George 
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refused to let my client use the telephone.” 

Walrath said that state police actions had 
been “highly improper and a violation of my 
client's rights." Judge Williams advised 
Walrath to preent his objections in written 
form within two weeks. 

Special prosecutor Shuman said of Wal- 
rath's charges that police had badgered 
McKenna, “That simply isn’t trye,” 

When Walrath asked for a court order 
prohibiting police from making attempts to 
obtain a statement from McKenna in the 
future, Shuman said, “Mr. McKenna's an 
adult. If Mr. McKenna wants to talk he сап.” 

Judge Williams agreed with Shuman. 
and did not order police from talking with 
the defendant about the case. 

Shuman urged Judge Williams to 
schedule the trial as quickly as possible, 
saying, “The Commonwealth, for all prac- 
tical purposes, is prepared to go to trial at 
the court's pleasure.” 

- The judge delayed the trial date after 
Walrath said he had not had time to discuss 
the case with McKenna. 

Walrath also revealed that McKenna, 
although prior indications were contrary, 
had never refused to be extradited from New 
York State. Walrath said that Dist. Atty. 
Epstein knew that McKenna would volun- 
tarily return to Pennsylvania, but obtained 
indictments without a preliminary hearing 
anyway. 

Walrath took “‘special exception" to 
McKenna's transfer from the local jail, not- 
ing that the Dallas penitentiary is some 
distance from the area. 

“We strenuously oppose the transfer of 
the defendant anywhere," Walrath said. 
Judge Williams responded by ordering that 
McKenna be brought back from Dallas at 
Walrath's request for consultation as often 
as necessary during the next two weeks. 

McKenna, handcuffed to and from the 
court, was escorted by several state 
policemen. He wore a gray business suit, 
eyeglasses, and a shirt and tie. He seemed 
relaxed during the proceedings, sometimes 
leaning back in his chair or chatting with his 

attorneys, the police or news reporters. 

He was indieted by a Bradford County 
grand jury on the rape and murder charges. 
Miss Coston, of 209 N. Lehigh Ave., Sayre, 
Was last seen alive when she left her family’s 
home Oct. 28, 1973. On Nov. 3, her nude body 
was discovered by a hunter along Mile Lane 
Road, Athens Township, near Blue Swan 
Airport. 
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Judge Evan S. Williams of To- 
wanda has set the trial date for 
McKenna, 41, charged 
in the rape-murder of Sharron 
Coston of Sayre, for Columbus 
Day, Oct. 14. | 

"The decision was made Thurs- 
day during а pre-trial conference 
at the courthouse with special 
prosecutor Arthur R. Shuman Jr. 
of Philadelphia and chief defense 
counsel Attorney Thomas Walrath 
of Wellsboro, which McKenna 
himself attended, attired in a 
gray suit and wearing eyeglasses. 
‚ А formal order was issued by 
Judge Williams transferring Mc- 
Kenna from the Bradfórd Coun- 
ty Jail, where he had been held 
since his return from Buffalo 
Monday, to the correctional faci- 
lity at Dallas, Pa. The reason 
given was "inadequate facilities," 
at Towanda. 

Walrath was named chief de- 
fense counsel, to be assisted by 


. Attorney William Heebe, also of 


Wellsboro, at taxpayer defense, 
after McKenna was found by the 
court to be indigent and unable , 
to for counsel. Walrath not- ! 
ed а the defendant's mother, : 
Mrs, Vera McKenna of Sayre, has - 
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tinue doing so, He also indicated 
that he would request the use of 


investigators similar to the staff 
involved in preparation of the 
Commonwealth's case. 

A number of "irregularities" on 
the part of the prosecution were 
also charged by. Walrath, who 


stated that his client had “never 
refused to waive extradition to 
return to Pennsylvania and ап- 


swer any charges against him." 


Instead, he charged, a grand jury 
indietment with benefit of a hear- 
ing was secured to extradite the 
former Sayreite from New York 


State to Pennsylvania, 


He further declared that Penn- 
sylvania State Troopers who were 
sent to transfer McKenna from 
the Erie County Holding Facili- 
ty in Buffalo took blood and hair 
samples without bothering to no- 

- | McKenna and Walrath was ap 
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. been paying. him to date, but = 
-probably will be unable to con- 











A Despite 
| Judge Williams issued a formal | 
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tify either Walrath as attorney ^ 
of record, or the lawyers who! 
had been defending him there оп” 
charges of assault. He also al- 
leged that on the return trip, Mc* 
Kenna was taken by a circuitous! 
route through Syracuse and bad-" 
gered by the troopers in an аб 
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tempt to obtain a statement from © | 
j 1 


him. 
The district attorney has also 


sought thé records of the Gen- 
eral Telephone Co. in Sayre ofie! ` 


telephone conversations between" 
McKenna and his mother, 
claimed, and 
were served without defense 
counsel being notified of such ac-’ 
tion, 

At the suggestion of Attorney 
Shuman, Thursday’s proceedings 
were recessed while an applica- 
tion for indigency was filed by 


| pointed as his defense counsel. 
| After the conference resumed, 


(liminary hearing on the case first 


| He also opposed 


bf 


search warrants © 
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Walrath stated that the proposed >- 
Oct. 14 trial date was acceptable, - 
|but added that he desires a pre- ^ 


„С 
а 


McKenna’s = 


transfer to Dallas for reasons of | 


“security and decency” 
|that such a move would make i 


saying К 


UU 


more difficult for him to talk 


with his client. ‘“‘He’s not goin 
110 run away," he said. 
Walratn's 


objection, | 


B. 
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\ order for the transfer, stipulating | 

“that during the next three to | 
! four weeks, the defendant be 
made available in Bradford Coun- |. 


(у to consult with his attorne 


у. | 


|The court order on the transfer 
jis temporary for the next two 


weeks, and will be modified lat 
i found necessary. 
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` hearing was held | 
Bradford County. | 
a, in an effort by ` 
ies Thomas A. Wal- 
















h the indictments: against 
rd P. McKenna. Judge Evan 
iar is, who presided ever 
js pour Session, an: 
“ed he will make his decision 
the case publie by Monday 
ўпор, - 


бо Kin ү 
enna, formerly of Sayre, if 


| harges of rape and mur- 
in conection with the death 
Swar-old Sharon J. Coston 
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ndictments 


"Doyle continued, saying that | 


McKenna was "ready, willing, , 


т $ | 
able and anxious” to return to 


Pennsylvania in order to hal up | 
the murder charges against him. 


Shuman pointed out, eye 
that Doyle never contacted th 


n 
15 


state’s officials to tell Hem E 
МеКеппа'5 eagerness to get! 


things cleared up. 


Dovle was further questioned 


bv Shuman as to possible stat 
ments he might have made to tl 


ner 


ments ће might have made to we 
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e- 
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press in regards to the MeKenna — 
————— numum 
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notes pertaining to McKenna to IDAY, AUGUST 9, DA THEE 
the New York lawyers but Lun- 
ner said he hadn't. k 
After all the testimony was pre- 
sented for both sides, Atty. Hebe 
presented his final arguments for 
the defense. em, 
Hebe stated that the indict- 


tare a ee 





ments had been obtained prior to 
Biving McKenna a fair trial. He 
also claimed that the three count 
indictment of rape was not prop- 
erly marked. 
According to Hebe, the detain 
*| er was lodged against McKenna 
| 80 the investigation could con- 


| tínue in Pennsylvania, and fur. 
ther stated that the common. 
wealth denied the defendant's 
right to a preliminary hearing 
Shuman reminded the judge in 
his argument that a preliminary 
hearing 18 not a guaranteed 'on 
Stitutional right, according to 5 
supreme court decision. 
| Shuman stated during court. as 
| Well as in a petition to ansu er the 
requests made recently by Wa} 
rath, that the commonwes 
Look all legal procedures with |} 
| bills of indictment, 
| Bradford County's Dis! 
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"Aübther hearing. is scheduled 
"Aug: 19 in the Bradford Coun; 
T courtroom. Special prosecutor 








E Arthur S. Shuman’s opposition to 
uf} the defendant's request for assis- 
| tance in preparing his defense by 
d || the hiring of Hebe and Thomas 
up at that time. Higgins is a^ 
Борбе тег ребсегал. and former 
| поче + : => > 25 AES 
РУ BEC eon Ууга Coun- 
ty, Who has been appointed to act 
as Special investigator in the 
case. 
Attorney Carl Palidino of Buf- 
falo, N.Y., was the first witness 
"| called Thursday by the defense. 
® Palidino is representing McKen- 
N-M.na on charges of burglary and 
КЁ assault in the second degree in | 
TÎ New York State. McKenna re- .| 
Pifcently pleaded guilty to these , 
|| charges, stemming from an inci- 
dent seperate from the Costor- 
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rape charges prior to sentencing || 


"According to Palidino, Mrs. 
McKenna and her son, Joseph, | 
retained Palidino às McKenna's | 
lawyer in early November, Dur- | 
ing a phone call from. Mrs. | 
па'5 mother had information that | 
charges were going to be laid 
against hers on in connection 
with Miss Coston's death. 
_ Through questioning by Shu- 
lan, it was learned that New |- 
px ork, acting in behalf of Louisi- 
Anna, had a detainer out on 
"МеКелпа. Pennsylvania also had |! 
а detainer out for McKenna in 
Connection with the Coston case, ||| 
Which preyented McKenna from: || 
leaving the Erie County Holding 
Pacility in Buffalo, where he was 
“| Previously awaiting trial on the 
|| New York State burglary and 
"|| 8ssault charges, 
Г | Attorney George Р. Doyle, as- | | 
- | зостасеа With Palidino in the New: 

i York fase against McKenna 
| aimed the defendant was bail- 
di able on both detainers described 
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Higgins is expected to be taken: | 


[|] case but waived extradition tof February to see if he could come 
Pennsylvania on the murder and || 19 Pennsylvania to face the mur- 


in New York. ” 


ће contacted Judge Williams by 
| mail and requested а hearing. 


and black sport coat with dark 
McKenna, Palidino said McKen- + Pants, said little more than what 
; Was asked of him while on the 
Stand and most of his one-word 
answers were ‘Yes, sir," or “No, 
sir." His mother, sitting quietly 
and alone during the hearing, 


case. Doyle claimed he could only 
| recall talking to one reporter, a 
| female. Shuman produced an ar- 


| licle written by Chester Lunner of 
the Star Gazette in Elmira, which 


referred to statements allegedly 
made by Doyle. | 

| Doyle said he remembered no 
‘conversation with Lunner and 
denied making any statements 


jinticating he would not waive 


any of his clients’ rights includ- 
ing extradition. Although he tes- 
lified that he couldn't recall talk- 
ing to anyone but the female 
reporter, Doyle added he remem- 
bered what he didn't say. 

A pale complexioned McKenna 
took the stand after a lunch hour 


recess, and claimed he found out 


about the Pennsylvania charges 
against him through newspaper 
articles, He also said he talked 
With his attorney, Walrath,--in 
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ту. 
in Mayor June McKenna said 


азы), сре charges against 


McKenna, dressed in a blue 
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j during Тйгздау% court session ; 
j | Doyle also claiméd that he made { 
-j numerous requests to Pennsy]-- и 
| ania authorities to alle gll ТЗ 
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дід, 


spent the court recesses talkinj ¢ 
with her son, \ 
John P. George, criminal in- 


| torney Maurice Epstein у 
| Present during yesterday’s he: 


article involying Atty. Doyle and 
McKenna that was published 
Noy. 22, According to Lunner’s 
Statement, he communicated 
with Doyle by phone on Nov. 21. 


Walrath objected ‘to. Lunner's 
c 


| low5 pertaining to М: 
lie New York lawyers but Lun- 
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К б ing. || has been reporte 
: : menis had been obtained prid "p. f x Ё 
vestigator for the state police a ў (Meli su $ Ed канг p if Epstein has been hospital 
the Towanda station, followed | giving McKenna a fair trial. ne А 


McKenna at the stand, 

George claimed that he se- 
cured a warrant and detainer and 
traveled to Buffalo. He said he 
left copies of the articles with the 
police department, the homicide 
division, and the holding facility 
warden in Buffalo‘on. Nov. 21. 

The warrants have been re- 
turned to District Magistrate 
Quentin Chaffee’s Wysox office, 
from where they were first filed, 
added George, 

The last witness was Lunner. 

Lunner was questioned on an 


оеп, saying he “wanted, 


speaking to a woman reporter. 


Walrath asked Lunner if he had 


offered any of his records ог. 


ы, Aan 
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Kenna 


ner said he hadn't, 
| After ail the testimony was p 


sented for both sides, Atty, Hebe 


presented his final arguments 
| the defense, 
/ Hebe stated that the ind 
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also claimed that the three count 
indictment of rape was not prop- 
erly marked. 
According to Hebe, the detain- 
er was lodged against McKenna 
so the investigation could con- 
ünue in Pennsylvania, and fur- 


ther stated that the common- 
wealth denied the- defendant's 


right to a preliminary hearing. 
Shuman reminded the judge in 

his argument that a preliminary 

hearing is not a 


stitutional right, 


1 con- 


guarantees 
aCCurdimg io a 
А) т / Th hari " м 
KULA COUL I 


decision. 


оритаг stated during court. as 


well as in a petition to answer the 
requests made recently by Wal- 
rath, that th commonwealth 
| took all legal procedures with the 
‘bills of indictment, 

| Bradford County’s District At- 
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proof that Thinner was act Шу 4; | torney Maurice Epstein: was по! 
lalking with Doyle, since Doyle | | present during yesterday's hear- 
claimed earlier he only recalled |ing. It has been reported that 


‘Epstein has been hospitalized. 
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1idcuffed Gerard McKenna 
A smiling but handcuffed Gerard Мске З 


25nr ae AA » "ay, enter, 
County Warden George Murray, cente McKenne 
to the county jail here. McKenna 


Towanda State Police 
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and Lt. | 


Е 3 ٤ 1 = ves |, 
in the Dallas correctional facility but during yesi 


following the hearing, i 
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Attorney Thomas Walr 
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- ~ | { a |“ 
ће defendant was held at the | а 
(Daily Review Р} 
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ath and his assistant, 


Attorney William Hebe, leave the courthouse here 


| following a hearing yesterday to quash the 
dictments in the McKenna case. Walrathsand* Hebe 
are representing McKenna. tte s 
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1 preliminary hearing | 


TOWANDA — Gerard P. McKenna, 
‘Led without benefit of a preli 
hearing on ra 
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ty Court Thurs ly | 
ies never asked, m 
d, to Waive extradi 


wirlten Judge Evar 
S Williams offering to return in M 
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^ Papers filed with the court indicate that 


the indictment 
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weeks later 
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IS ores ny being held ја 
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The commonwealth's special assistant attorney, га 
Arthur 5. Shuman, talks with John Р. George, А 
criminal investigator at Towanda, during thé noon 


recess of yesterday's hearing, 
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Thursday's hearing before 
Evan S. Williams was h 
motion to quash the current ] 
schedule a preliminary | 
proceeding fur 
plans to rule on 


Marian Jenkins kins "He is ent 


in the Erie County. N. X 


Center awaiting trial in Buffalo, and 
had refused to voluntarily 
Sylvania 
McKenna, 41 
charged with the Oel 
murder of Miss 


Was Imissing (тог 


formerly of 
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Vt red near Blue 
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uspect aho 
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On a defense- 
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јеаппе before 
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Were sought without a | 
y hearing because McKenna Was 
Hol ling | 
hat hi | 
return to Penn 
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before h« r 
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Judg 
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said ће 


ed to that." Special defense 


counsel Thomas A. Wall ае 
argued in his summation. Ұлпа! 
c ~ | ~ 
harm?" 


McKenna’s appearance 








to Bradford County last month 
taken the witness stand. Als i 
Carl P. Palladino and ( Jeorge I 
lawyers who defended McK« nna 
York charges, Trooper John I 
criminal investigat 


Tow і State police barracss 
А y G „с 








" ~ for The St rí 
Lunner, a reporter tor 1 al 


Palladino said 
endered to New York authorities on 
11 1 t IWS 

ch: ibout је released 
charges there and was about to | e 
in $1.00 bail when a New York State Parole 





17 2 — A6. 


J cm. 
Board agent interceded"on behalf of Penn- 
Sylvania authorities and arranged to have 
bail denied 





in New York on the attempted second-degree 
assault charge to which he pleaded guilty. 
He said that prior to two weeks ago when 





he had no knowledge of iny request from 





Pennsylvania officials for his return пог оѓ 


any denial of such a request by McKenna. 
Doyle, a m 
Palladi 


tement and added, “Му position 








charges there.” 
Doyle, a member 

Palladino, < 

temet 





charges there." 


оп 


пе, | 


iber of the same firm as 
о, agreed with his colleague's sta- 
Was 
constantly that Mr. McKenna wanted to re- 
turn to Pennsylvania and clear up the 


ol the same firm ‘as 
igreed with his colleague's sta- 
iis and added, "My position . .. was 
nstantly that Mr. MeKenna Wanted to re- 
turn to Pennsylvania and clear up the 


Doyle also testified that he did not recall 
ever speaking with reporter Lunner, author 


of an article special prosecutor Arthur К. 


а Shuman Jr. introduced as evidence. ` 
| Examination keyed т оп thes 


telephone interview. 
Shuman’s arguments 
the defense motion centered 
cases he cited which he 5 
preliminary һе; 
mandated, and his contention that the 
dictments were returned properly. 


` тта 


"Doyle said he will not walve any of his 
client's rights, including extradition. Lun- 
ner said that phrase, appearing in the piece й 
published Nov. 22, 1973, was ап accurate 


reflection of what Doyle had told him in a 


against granting 
around prior 
ald indicated a 
Wing is not constitutionally 
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fall proper legal procedures in se- 


lAttempt to Quash 
MeKenna Indictments 


| Walrath and William A. Hebe at|been appointed as special investi- him 


1 | i yesterday at (ће | gator in the case. 
i Па OH, couribouso, at- Р CASES the ase of - Thurs- 
$ у - jndictments|day's hearing, testimony 
I sem "a рн Gerard Р. | heard from Bulfalo Attorneys Сагі 
"| McKenna, charged in the Oct. Paladino and George Р. Doyle, 
1973 rape-murder of Sharron Cos-| who represented McKenna опу | 
| f f ton of Sayre. charges of burglary and second requesting a hearmg. 
Р The two maintained that the in- | degree assault in New York State.) John P. George, 
d dictments had been obtained prior | Paladino revealed that New York, 
{f to McKenna’s receiving a fair and | acting on behalf of the State of 
| impartial trial and that the three- | Louisiana, had a detainer out on | 
‘count rape indictment was imi- | which prevented him from leaving: copies of the warrant and de- 
Operly marked. According to | (lle Erie County Holding Facility | taining order with the police de- 
be, а detainer was lodged | in Buffalo where he was awaiting | partment, the -homicide division 
n nsi the Sayre man so the in- | trial. and the warden at the holding 
tigation Could continue in| Doyle noted that the defendant | facility in Buffalo on Nov. 21, 
These warrants have since been 
returned to the office of District 
Magistrate QuBatin Chaffee, from 











with: his attorneys in 


es. 










criminal 


State Police, 
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|| was also denied the right to a|ers and claimed ће had made 
{| preliminary hearing. numerous requests to Pennsyl- 
|| Special prosecutor Arthur S. 
Shuman of Philadelphia argued Lunner, questioned on the news- 
к paper article he had authored, 
stated that he had talked. with 
Doyle by phone Nov. 21. Walrath 
and that the Commonwealth of | tacted Pennsylvania authorities {о | objected, demanding proof that 
Pennsylvania had complied with | tell them of McKenna's willing-]the-reporter had actually Spoken 
ness to return and clear up the|with Doyle, and asked Lunner if 
| curing the bill of indictment. matter. he had offered any of his rec- 
4 Judge Evan S. Williams, who} Under further questioning con-|ords, or notes to the New York 
|presided over the court session, | cerning statements made. to the|lawyers. Lunner replied that he 
jis expected to make public his|press in regards to the case,|had not. 

:decisiBn on the case by Monday | Doyle said he remembered speak- McKenna, wearing a dark sport 
jafternoon. In the meantime, ап- | шп to only one reporter, а fe-| jacket and trousers, was escorted 
other heaving has been scheduled | male, and that he could not re- lin handcuffs to the Bradford 
for Aug. 19, at which time Shu- call making any of the statements | County jail to await further de- 
тап 5 opposition to McKenna's re- | contained in an article by Elmira | _ ] ts followi ES 

mes for assistance in preparing | Star Gazette reporter Chet Lun-| ү Pens following the hearing. 
his defense by the hiring of Hebe | ner which indicated he would пој | rior to this time, he had been 
and Thomas Higgins will bé taken| waive any of his client's rights.| held at the correctional facility 
up. Higgins, a former policeman | McKenna himself said he had | in Dallas, 
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In- 
vestigator from the Pennsylvania 
maintained during 
his testimony that he had left 


| | іу arges against || 
| De s A.Jand Тода County detective, has | learned of the charge | 
Refer din age р through newspaper stories, 


and declared that he had spoken 
February 
was | about the possibility of returning 
(о Pennsylvania to face the charg- 
In May or June, he stated, 
he had written to Judge Williams 
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County Holding Center, Bufíalo, N. 

The order continui d. “As requir 
the statute, the Bradford County 
Attorney petitioned this cot for le 
present a Bill of Indictment witt 
preliminary hearing. That petitio 


Judge Evan 5. Williams of the Bradford 
County Court has denied the request by 
defense attorneys to quash the indictments 
against Gerard P. McKenna, who has been 
charged with the rape and murder of 
Sharon J. Coston, 16, of Sayre. 


ior xc. 10, 1973 anc Mz 

The judge's decision, which came орет ce in +, n Ma 
Monday afternoon, was the result of a day- TS am ZU en! ly lod Zedin the 
long court session ћеја last week. The pes PME E neduled to | 
public hearing, which was held in the holding p s Ио ово ет | 
courthouse here, was requested by defense Towanda EEE vm 4 = 
attorneys Thomas А. Walrath and William x e ا‎ ae З , Sa. m 1 | 
А. Hebe in an effort to quash the yeas D XM 3 3 
indictments so that a preliminary hearing SEE ep Mae in prepat Ee 
would be held before continuing with the hiring of a special assistant aito 


special investigator 15 ex! it 


case. kc 
up at that time. 


McKenna testified last that 
Pennsylvania authorities never asked and 2 
he had never refused to waive extradition C) |. —f | 
from New York State, where ne was being у Jte 
held on burglary ^ 
v Papers filed with the court allege tht the 


week 


» 4 


CE / c С 
апа assault charges. 


indictments were sought without a / | у 
preliminary hearing because McKenna CAA BNC / E + f^ 
was being held in the Erie County Holding (> : 
Center awaiting trial on oiher charges in 2 
Buffalo, and that he had refused (б 47 | f 
voluntarily return to Pennsylvania. [AAEE TRARA 
Judge William cited four і 
Commonwealth cases in his opinion, 
clarifying that two classifications 
especially referred to this case. Williams 
stated tht the “defendant was both a 
fugitive from justice, having fled the 


Commonwealth immediately following the 
inurder of Sharon Coston, and was not to 
be found within the Common wealth, being 


incarcerated in the Erie 








` McKenna won"t receive 


ТОМАМРА—бегага P. McKenna, 41, 
formerly of Sayre, will not receive а 
preliminary hearing on charges he raped 
and murdered Sharron J. Coston, 16, of 209 
N. Lehigh Ave., Sayre last October. 

Thomas A. Walrath of Wellsboro, ap- 
pointed by Bradford County Judge Evan S. 
Williams to defend McKenna, last weck 
sought to overturn the two indictments 
against his client since he had not been 
granted the benefit of a preliminary hearing. 


Judge Williams denied a motion to quash the 


indictments. 

“The absolute right to a preliminary 
hearing docs not exist under the Pennsyl- 
vania or United states Constitutions,” Judge 
Williams wrote in an opinion issued Monday. 

Citing several prior cases, Judge Wil- 
liams wrote, “The ‘right’ to a preliminary 
hearing is created by statute, and is therefore 
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Bradford County Judge Evan S. day, Judge Williams stated that} found with; ТЩ | А list of 30 Bradfo Stan] 
Williams ruled yesterday after- | “the absolute right to a xelimi ~ E T m Ме Commonwealth, | residents have been € 
noon that Gerard P. McKenna, | nary hearing does no ДЕ, уу ry ree Что ЈА grand jury duty in | Pe 
41, formerly of Sayre, charged | der the Pennsylvaia or th | Џ i E judge said that in McKen- Common Pleas which will com-|R 
with the alleged rape slaying of|ed States Constitution" Pe US Ла 5 Case, the accused both a mence on Monday, Sept. 16. They 
16-vear-old Sharron Coston of | He Gted EA S Li fugitive from justice, having fli | аге: d 
Sayre last October, will not ге- notte that “the right hee Eso" from Pennsylvania following th John L. Alexander, 604 Steven-| P 
ceive a preliminary hearing on ETE DEAE E i ОР alleged crime, and was not to bi son St., Sayre; Carol J. Beirne, j M 
the charges. j statute А Tu ^ с са d by found n State, bei Instead 115 Main St., Towanda; Elizabeth | M 
Attorney Thomas Walrath of to aioe а оте Thee a | пп jail at the Erie County, N.Y C. Benjamin, Rome RD 1 Janet i1 
Wellsboro, appointed by the ийре ae: жш A SANER lons. Thus а | Holding Facility when Indicted in 3enscoter, 14 N. Washington St R 
to defend McKenna, ‘last TA i Eee ere may properly | Bradford County. | Canton; Thomas J. Bronson, To | R 
sought to overturn iL. y: D се an investigating Attorney Walrath T ku | wanda RD 2; Ernest C. Broug-|R 
ments against his client since he ref ЖА makes ; presentment | that the prosecution had obtain ham, 133 Center St, Athens Мі | 
had not been granted the benefit jury y САПЕ grand the indictments without а p chael N. Brutzman 3 Morgan St 
of a preliminary hearing. Judge medical Nl 3 4 coroner or minary hearing based on faul Ггоу; John J. Earley, Wellsburg, 

Williams denied a motion DET Ёз examinei certifies a cıi- information that Мек. ey |N.Y. RD 1; Jack D. Eddy, 501 | 
the indictments. $ p gde matter directly not waive extradition and volu | Second St., Towanda; Thomas F. | 
In his opinion written vester Ор ¢ inquest to indicti tarily return to Penn vIvaia Ennis, 107 Higgins Ave. Say ге; | 
c ا‎ Once Brand jury . . , and in a case| McKenna testified in c | David C. Fassett, Laceyville RD | 
where the defendent cannot be} Thursday that he it he | |1; Scott R. Fell, 506 Mohawk St., | 
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mation that McKenna would not waive ex- 


subject to statutory exceptions This a 
tradition and voluntary return to Pennsyl- 


preliminary hearing may properly be denied 








where an investigaling grand jury makes a vania d- 
presentment directly to an indicting grand McKenna testified last Thursday that he N 
Jury Where à coroner or medical ex. had never been asked by Pennsylvania C. ™ 
aminer certifies a criminal homicide matter authorities to waive extradition and he had ^) 2 
directly from Inquest to indicting grand jury never refused to da so ү E 
... and in a case where the defendant cannot Hearings on other defense motions, whieh m a | 
be found within the Commonwealth or is include one to move the trial to another N a 
a fugitive from justice," jurisdiction as a result of alleged inflamma- \ \ 
ALE tory pretrial publicity, are to resume Mon- : - 
Judge Williams said that in the McKenna y! "m | v^ 
ease the à i day at Towanda \ 
case the accused was both a fugitive from Кы . 
justice. havi Miss Coston's body was found a week 
Jusuce, having fled the state following the й ; 
vil mi he | 2 after she left her family home to buy cigar- 1) Ў 
crime, and was not to be found in Pennsyl- i i и — ~ ~ 
ettes. Strangulation was determined as the = NC 
. s ) 


vania, being jailed at the Erie County, N.Y. 
Holding Facility when indicted here, 


cause of death. Following an intensive probe ~ 
by а special task force of state polici 

McKenna was named lis a suspect in the 
case and subsequently indicted. His trial is 


scheduled to begin at Towanda Oct. 14 


Walrath had argued that the prosecution 
had obtained the indictments without a 
preliminary hearing based on faulty infor- 
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Alexander W. Ferguson 


Sayre; 
Nancy W. Fran- 


asked by Pennsylvania authorities Wvalusing RD 2 
TALUSINE МУ 2; 








= (0 Waive ext ition, and th: =. à : | 
~ had never refused to A ze 1 | ley, 317 Hayden УУ, а а 
| Hearings on other о. ~ |. ‚ Кизһ Gates, Columbia Cross 
lions, including one to remove the Roads RD 1; Wallace J. Grace, 
© har Columbia Cross Roads RD 2; Rob- 


trial to 
cause of 


апо! 





ert К. Iffret, Towanda RD 5: Ka- 
thy Jenkins, Nihcols, N.Y. RD 3: 


er jurisdiction be | 
inflammatory | 


| 

| alleged 

| pre-trial publicity 

| In another Bradford County court 
Session next Monday morning. 

| MeKenna's trial is Scheduled to 

| 














get under way in the county court 
on Oct, 14, 


at Towanda 
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" 30 Summoned for Bradford Co. € 
| Grand Jury on Monday, Sep 
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An attempt by defense counsel 
for Gerald P. McKenna, 41, for- 
merly of Sayre, who is charged 
with the alleged rape-slaying of 
4 | Sharron Coston, 16, of Sayre, last 
| | October, for a change of venue 
to remove the murder case from 
Bradford County Court because of 
alleged inflammatory pre- trial 
publicity was started in court this 
morning but was quickly postpon- 
ed until 1:30 this afternoon. 

Attorney Thomas Walrath of 
Wellsboro, court-appointed to de- 
КЗ | fend McKenna, opened the change 
“4 | of venue session at which were 
$| David Turner, Jr., president and 
S| business manager of the Towanda 
11 Daily Review, Chet Luner, Wav- 
Голу bureau chief of the Elmira 
Star Gazette, and Dana Johnston, 
publisher of The Evening Times. 
| The newsmen had taken to court 
files of stories connected with the 
[сазе and published in their pa- 
pers. 

However, special prosecutor 
| Arthur P. Shuman told the court 
i that he couldn't see taking up 
so much time with the news sto- 
fies, and that he believed he 
could get together with the de- 
fense atorneys and get a full 


Stipulation of agreement to avoid 
taking up valuable time. He ask- 





| 





ed (ог a 10-minute recess so 
the attorneys. could go over the! 
various news stories. But it was 
then ascertained. that it would? 
take much longer» han 10 min- 
utes, so Judge Evan S. Williams 
recessed the court session until | 
1:30 this afternoon, 

At noon the attorneys were ap 
parently poring over the stories | 
which appeared in the area news- 
papers, 

This was but one part of three | 
defense motions taken up in court | 
this morning, The first came оп! 
arguments to a court order on! 
hiring defense counsel and prost 
pective experts, Attorney Shuman } 
said that the commonwealth hed 2 
no objection to the hiring of de- | 
fense counsel, but that the order 
should be limited in the hiring of! 
experts, | 

This was the content of one | 
petition filed recently by Attor- 
ney Walrath, which asked that 
Wiliam A. Hebe of Wellsboro 
make the request in the defense 
of McKenna, He also requested 
that Thomas Higgins, a former 


— — 


County detective, act as special 
investigator to assist in the pre- 
paration of the defense, and that 





(Continued on Page 9, Column 1) | 
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(Continued from Page 1) 


Bradford County Public Defend- 
er Lonnie Frawley, and his office, 
be permitted to assist in the case. 

Judge Williams stated that he 
will make an “appropriate order" 
later, and -indicated that | there 
will be "some limit" on the hir- 
ing of experts, 

A petition of defense for recon- 
sideration of a court order deny- 
ing a motion to quash and in 
dictment was then taken up, and 
following a discussion Judge Wil- 
liams: stated that he would “file 
a memo" on this action later, 
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Now | Say — 
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Editor, The Evening Times, 


Rick “City Slicker” Halprin’s 
so called "charges" against. Ti- 
ода Co, District Attorney Andrew 
Siedlecki are ridiculous, Л 
Sledlecki! is a *'professional" 
the true sensé of the word— 
| the highest of е са) ата o 
questionable integrity, Me is - 
| ly respected by his fellow те m- 
|| bers òf the Bar Associafion. 

I previously have served on a 
Tioga Grand Jury and І was most 
impressed with the fact that ev. n 
|| behind closed doors a de fendant' 
rights are closely protected by 
the prosecution, I saw по evi- 
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hearing arguments by prosecution 
and defense attorney, late this 
morning turned down an appeal 
for a change of venue in the case 
of Gerard P. McKenna, formerly 
of Sayre, who is charged with 
the alleged rape slaying of Shar- 
ron Coston, 16, of Sayre, last Oc- 
tober, 
| After hearing lengthy argu- 
ments in court, the judge went 
into his chambers and studied 
the briefs for about half an hour, 
and shortly before noon reported 
his decision not to grant the 
change of venue. McKenna's case 
will now open in Bradford Coun- 
ty court on Oct. 14 as previously 
Scheduled, it is assumed. 

This afternoon, the court will 
take up an appeal for a bill of 
particulars which has been filed 
by defense attorneys. 

William Hebe of Wellsboro, de- 
fense counsel, this morning relied 
principally on the case of Alan 
D. Pierce of Delaware County 
who was granted a change of 
venue because publicity in his 
case was held to be prejudicial. 
In his reply, Attorney Arthur 
P. Shuman, ‘special prosecutor, 
told the court that in the Pierce 
case there was a great amount of 
publicity, but їп the McKenna 
case the publicity was much low- 
er by comparison. He also cited 
the case of Robert Martinolich 
of Berks County, in which the Su- 
preme Court ruled that *'straight- 

forward, factual reporting of po- 
lice investigation is alright." He 








Judge Evan S. Williams, after 





GERARD P. MCKENNA 


questioned whether anybody in 
Bradford County had not read 
about the McKenna case in their 
newspaper or through other news 
media, and told the court that if 
he could find such a jury he 
wouldn't use it because "they ap- 
parently had no interest in the 
case or couldn't read. It is not 
a question of whether a jurist has 





he could go into a jury box and 
lay that opinion aside and decide 
solely on the evidence presented 
In court.’ 

In the Pierce case, Attorney 
Shuman said, the Supreme Court 
ruled that “not only publicity was 
prejudicial, but also the sources” 
and said that the District Attorney 
in that case was net without 
blame. “But on the other hand," 
he said, *in the McKenna case 
the police and other authorities 
did not cooperate with the press," 
and cited the use throughout most 
of the stories of the phrase *'de- 
clined to give details,‘ and oth- 
ers such phrases. He said that 
the court, after reading the arti- 
cles in the various newspapers of 
Bradford County, must find that 
information distributed by author- 
ities was prejudicial, -and that it 
Was very apparent that there was 
по improper state action by any- 
one of authority. 

"In picking a jury,” Attorney 
Shuman said, “I am ceftain we 
can find enough impartial people 
in Bradford County to carefully 
weigh the evidence in this case. 
I believe that jurors can be found 
who will decide on the facts to be 
presented.” He then advised 
Judge Williams, ‘‘Don’t take the 
path of least resistance, your hon- 
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formed an opinion, but whether | Continued on Page 12, Column 1) 
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D before noon. 


Judge Turns--- 








,, 


(Continued from Page 1) 
or, Don't grant venue because 
some people might be prejudiced 
in this case, If you feel that you 
cannot — I repeat, cannot — get 
a fair tial, then grant a change 


Following Shuman's statements 

|! Judge Williams recessed to his 
chambers to study the bifefs and 
made his decision known just 


У of venue,” 
^ 


This afternoon's session on the 
bill of particulars was scheduled 
to get under way at 12:45, 




















- |15 still an unsentenced prisoner) must be learned by the defend. 
as a result of his guilty plea to| ant in order for him to know 
а charge of attempted second-| where ће stands in regards to his 
degree assault in Lackawanna, | defense in this case," Hebe ar- 
I Ah gued, 

Shuman also told court that A | “The defendant 15 not entitled 
parole violation detainer warrant | to know the commonwoealll's en. 
has also been placed by New York | tire case," Shuman said. “The 
state authorities on behalf of Loui- | defendant has requested virtually 
siana parole officials, everything." 

Following the arguments. (ог | Shuman argued that the indict- 
the request for bail, Judge Wil» | ments coupled with the autopsy 
liams denied the oral application report, both offered to the е: 
but said that he would accept|fense, were specific enough to al- 
in the next three-to-four days if | low McKenna's lawyers to build 
written application for bail with-|a proper defense. 
in the next three-to-four days if| Judge Williams said he would 
the defense desires to re-apply. |rule early next week on the de- 

The remainder of the afternoon | fense requests. 
was consumed by a lengthy, par-| At one point in Tuesday's pro- 
agraph-by-paragraph detailed ге. | ceedings Walrath heatedly object- 
quest by the defense for specific | ed 
evidence alluded to in state pa-|he said was unrelated to the cur- 
pers filed regarding the case. |rent charges against McKenna. 
The defense asked for copies| Threatening to file for a mistrial 


[ling Gerard P. McKenna, 4, fone 
e of Sayre, who is charged 
with the alleged rape slaying of 
{| 16-year-old Sharron Coston of 
ayre last October, to have their 
|] сви released on bail was de- 
nied by Bradford County Jags 








oon, “but he indicated that he 
‘may act on the request soon. 

` The request for bail was made 
‘court orally by Attorney 
Hebe of Wellsboro: im- 
mediately following a lunch. re- 
x prior to which the judge 
denied an attempt to have the 
trial of McKenna moved from 
Bradford County court to some 
` other court because of adverse 
"d pre-trial publicity. 

| Hebe asked that McKenna be 
4 freed on bail pending his trial, 
| which is scheduled to get xm Н 
Way in county court оп Oct. 





He told court’ that Heaney. of search warrants and a list of | before the jury is seated, Wal- 
Vania law allows for the setting | any items discovered during state | rath urged the prosecutor to 
of bail on all but capital offenses, | police searches of the home of|refrain from prejudicial state- 


and that at the time of the in- 
dictment Pennsylvania did по! 
provide the death penalty for the 


Mrs. Vera McKenna of Sayre, (ће | ments and, "Tell it like it is!” 
defendant's mother; ап indica- Judge Williams, following Wal- 
поп of whether weapons were] rath’s objections, cautioned both 


E crimes charged in the McKenna | involved in the alleged crime; | sides “not to strike too far afield” 
case, the exact location of the body's|in their arguments, 

b Special Prosecutor Arthur Ѕһи- | discovery and the name of the| His court, the judge said, “ig 

E man, Jr. objected to the defense | hunter who happened across it: Un be used as a forum by 

iti n» [stays | у уроау. 

4 request, citing prior cases and} results of tests of the trash bags; No date was set for further pro- 


р noting that McKenna is on loan|and similar items. 
; from New York state where he| “These are all 


e 


ceedings pending the judge’s de- 


items which cision on the current arguments, 
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m TOWANDA — Bradford County Court 
Judge Evan S. Williams Wednesday ruled 
that Gerard P. McKenna and his defense 
counsel be permitted access to certain 
evidence connected with the October 1973 
rape-slaying of Miss Sharon Coston of Sayre. 


МсКеппа 5 counsel 
permitted access 
` to some evidence 
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The ruling on a 
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To Certain Evidence 


Attorneys 


defending 


| Gerard] Other requests for the names 
Kenna of Sayre, 


accused оѓ lof state and local police involv. 
rape-Slaying of Sharron. Соб | ed in the investigation were de- 
also of Sayre, in October of| nied, as was a request for a 
Will be permtitted access to statement setting forth the pyose- 
lain évidence, Bradford Coun: cution's position on the nfanner 
5. Williams ruled | and method of the death of Miss 





ye | | Coston, 
| re AR Un CP AA ; Also denied were requests for 
у 65 л, |е prosecution's information on 
Walrath. McKenna's altorney, | the name and locati t 
&rants. the defense access to the | Е REY DE LN Drop: 
autopsy report. on’ Miss Coster erty where Miss Coston’s bocly 
and to laboratory reports on blood | Was found, anys amy statement 
and hair tests, It also allows the|made by McKenna. 
der Weapon Mie пеш | McKenna was indicted on rape 
| tends to introduce as evidence, and! Murder | charges ere t 
and to inspect such items of | March Bradford County Grand 
clothing which have been гесоу- | Jury and is scheduled to в and 
ered. trial Oct, 14. 





petition filed last month 
by MeKenna's lawyer Thomas A. Walrath 
granted the defense access to the autopsy 
report on Miss Coston and to laboratory 
reports on blood and hair tests. It also al- 
lowed the defense to inspect whatever 
murder weapon. the. prosecutor proposes to 
introduce as evidence and-to inspect such 
2 items of clothing, that have been recovered, 
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Other requests for the names of sta 
police and local police involved in the inves- 
tigation were denied as well as ат juest for 
statement setting forthe the prosecution's 
position оп ће manner and method of Miss 
Coston's death. 

Also denied were requests for the pro- 


secution's information on name and ] n 
of property where Miss Coston's body was 


found and any statement made by McKenna. 

The 16-year-old Miss Coston failed to re- 
turn home on last Oct, 28 and her body was 
found seven days later, McKenna was in- 
‘dicted on rape and murder charges by the 
March Grand Jury and is scheduled to st ind 


trial Oct. 14. 
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f jo hundred citizens of Brad- 
| fay County, selected August 5, 
| jive boen notified by Sherifi 
| rank F, Detrick to report for 


no Jury Duty on Tuesday, Oct. 


They are: 


ү улопе Aikens, Sayre RD 1; 
at Rf Albrecht, Columbia 
ross Roads RD 1; Gordon W. 
Albrecht, Columbia Cross Roads 


RD r 


‚ Vinette Anderson, LeRays- 
Lo o 
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Moody, 315 S. Elmer Ave., Sayre; | RD 1; Beatrice G. Warburton, 
Barbara N. Moore, 772 S. Main} Wyalusing RD 1: Doris J. War- 
SL, Athens; Priscilla Morris, New | burton, New Albany; Richard 


200 Called for October Petit Jury 











Albany; Lulella J. Morse, Troy; | Ward, Troy RD 2: Lincoln Welles, 




































































































































Mary Lou Vosburg, Bast Smith 
field; Dorothy Wallace, Troy RD 
3 
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Cherry 56, Athens; Hester S, 
Hughes, Milan RD 1; Roberta L. 
Hunt, Columbia Cross Roads RD 
2: Mary К. 





Peter Walter, Jr, Wyalusing 








Huntington, Columbia 


| Carrie B. Moshier, Sylvania; | Jr., Wyalusing RD 2: Leonard S. 
| ” Eleanor Н, Mott, Troy RD 3; | Wells, Wellsburg, N. У. RD 2; 
и“, | | ч А > Martin Mott, Canton; Kathleen} Donald Ij. Westbrook, 112 Center 
T ville; Cynthia M. "yu d Up Bolich; 105 Park Place, Myron, Towanda RD 3; Cecile| St., Athens; Walter G. Whealon, 
R. 1; G. Fay EU ndr угуп yer, Troy; Mile | McCann, 123 Bensley St., Sayre: | Nichols, №. Y. RD 2: Richard D. 
RD 4; Barry Aronson, Po у ri as Г. Bradley, Columbia Cross] Margaret McClelland, Columbia | White, Towanda RD 1; Evan C. 
Alice Ashman, Sugar Кип I | a | toads; Theresa Н. Brennan, То. Cross Roads RD 3; Dorothy Mc-| Williams, Troy; Ralph D. Wil- 
ts Matt xd M ie МАЧ RD h unite A. Brown, | Namara, Towanda RD 3; Linda | liams, Towanda RD 4; John W. 
i to 1, Hch, Co. P. Bi A U MO m George | R, Newman, Warren Center; Nel- | Wright, Ulster; Larry A. Young, 
^ a C - „каз {р 2;|1: М; vp Ж - en onter RD | lie Nichols, East Smithfield; Fred | Troy. 
Coluumbia Cro S Roads RI EU wy Burkhart, 514 South Hl. | О, Nye, Canton; Alice D, Nyman, | 
Vaughn A Blair, 210 Fourth St., | mer Лус. зауге; Rex A. Ry Sayre RD 1; Patrick O'Connor, ر “نچ‎ 
SOUL Waverly; Florence Blow.) leigh, Columbia Cross Roads RD | New Albany; Helen A. O'Neal, 
Ulster nD 2: Козе M, Bobick, | 3; Rex Marvin Burleigh, Colum-| Towanda RD 2; Dorothy B. Os- 
605 N, Elmer Ave, Sayre; Ray-| bia Cross Roads RD 3: Johanna | borne, Columbia Cross Roads RD 
— ——— | М. Campbell, Towanda RD 2: | 3: Donna С, Packard, Canton: | 
tichard С. Campbell, 122 Willis | Yvonne Parkhurst, Laceyville RD 
town Road., Savre; Zilpha M 2: Howard M. Yatton, Lacey- 
Carnwright, Canton; Charles 1, ville RD 2; Helen Perry, Colum- 
Chaapel, Canton RD 1; Mildred | bia Cross Roads; Louise Pierce, 
V. Chamberlain, Sayre RD 2; | Columbia Cross Roads RD f; 
Non Chubbuck, Star Route, Mary A. Pierce, Burlington; 
Rome; Jacqueline N Cochran, | George J, Platt, 301 S, Keystone 
ns RD 1; Vern И, Cole, Ath- | Ave Sayre; James И. Politi, 201 
RD 2; Cheryl Coleman, Uls-| W. Pine St, Athens; Dale R 
C. Bernard Collins, 506 Wells Porter, Troy RD 3; Ann Marie 
We, Athens; Joanne C Potter, Towanda; Stephen R 
Nichols, N. Y. RD 2; Sa Pruyne, Milan RD 1; George R 
Cook, Towanda RD 4: Yvonne! Rauch, 133 S. Hopkins 56, Sayre; | 
Crimbring, Canton RD Joseph | RD 1; Stephen Reynolds, 121 Cay 
Cullen, New Albany RD 2: Gene | St. Sayre; Harold M. Rob 
Daly, Towanda; ,Anne Darrow. erts, Wy using RD 2: Каг Li 
Sayre RD 1; Dorothy K. Реап, | Robinson, 221 Chestnut St. Ath-| 
219 South Elmer Aye Sayre; | ens; Vivian Robinson, Wellsburg. | 
George B. Decker, Wellsburg. N N. Y; Lynn C. Rockwell, Gillett | 
DESDE HR Decker, Jr, | RD 2: Sarah J. Rollison, LeRays- | 
Towand Jerome Dickerson, | ville RD 1; William Ross, Sugar 
Wellsburg, N. У. RD 2: Vir | Кип RD 1; Kenneth L. Rounds 
Dickson, Sayre RD 2; Janice Dief-| Towanda RD 5: Ivan L. Satter 
fenbach, Canton; John Douglas, | Пеја, Athens RD 1; Ro | 
sugar Run RD 1; Claude К, Dun-| тал, New Alba " Charles В | 
bar, ‘Troy RD 1: Maryalice | Schaad, Towanda; Paul R. | 
Dunne, LeRavsville; Schreck, 309 Madison St., Sayre: | 
Laura Ann Edsell, Rome RD 1; | Leslie E. Selleck, 310 South Le | 
ertha English, New Albany RD | high Ave., Sayre; Alonzo Setser. | 
2; Antonio Faggianella, 21 Wil-|512 Stevenson St., Sayre; Haro || 
liam St, South Waverly; Una E. | Shaffer, 207 Cayuta St., | 
Fazekas, Towanda RD 1; Nancy Martin E. Silverstrim, Towanda 
Ferro, 103 Holly St., Sayre; Sue] RD 2; Willis Slotter, Troy RD 2 
H. Fink, 116 Edward St., Athens; | Alice Н. Smith, Gr? Џе Sum 
Gene Gabriel, Ulster RD 1;|mit RD 1; Elwin S, Smith, Can- | 
Chery] Gicdings, Troy RD 3; Ma-|ton RD 1: William D. Soloman 
bel Gore, Towanda RD 5; Clif-|810 №, Elmer Ave., Sayre; Frank | 
ford 15. Gowan, Athens RD Speck, Jr., S ain St, АП 
David A. Green, Warren Center; | ens; Margaret E. Sprankle, Сап: 
Morgan FE. Green, Jr., 22 Pitney | ton RD 1; Elvara Stage, Troy 
St, South Waverly; B. Alfred| RD 1; Roy S. Stuckless, Troy: 
Grenell, Monroeton; Gregory S. | Charlene Diane Taylor, Wyalu- 
Grenier, Athens RD 2; John R.|sing RD 3; Inez L. Taylor, 121 
Hall, Troy; Mark Harrington, 105 | N. Elmira S Athens: Kenneth 
Draper St., Sayre; Norwood E. Taylor, Wyalusing RD 1: John 
Harkness, Gillett RD 1; Richard | Thommen, 348 Hayden St., Sayre 
L. Havens, Troy; Thomas C. | Dorothy Thorpe, Towanda ЕР 5; 
Haverly, Monreton RD 1; Royce} Раш F, Thrasher, Monroeton RD 
I. Heinze, Wyalusing; Mary .S.|1; Iona Joy Turner, Sugar RD 1; | 
Herda, Towanda RD 1; Lena Her-| Joan Turner, Towanda; Marion 
rington, Canton; Elaine Hicks, | S; Turner, Towanda; Lucille G. | 
LeRaysville КО 1; Homer W. | Twigs, Sayre,RD 1; Vickie Lynn 
Hicks, Nichols, N. Y. RD 2; Pa-| Valentine, Camptown; William R. | 
tricia A. Hildebrandt, Sayre RD| Van Blarcom, Columbia Cross | 
1; Gladys Holmes, Granville Sum-| Roads RD 1; Mildred A. Van- 
mit RD 1; Maxine Hoose, Sayre | horn, Towanda; Regina Varano, 
RD 2; Herbert G. Horton, 208 E.| 106 South Elmer Ave, Sayre; 
Cross Roads RD 1; Wayne L 
Huntington, Columbia Cross Rds. 
RD 1; 


Alice Т, Jennings, Troy; Kath- 
erine Johnson, Sayre RD 1; Dan- 
iel R. Jones, Sayre RD 2; Joseph 
D; Jones, Stevensville RD 1; Alice 
C, Joralemon, Troy RD 2; Mi- 
chael Lee Keith, Troy; Marlene 
Y. Kennedy, Gillelt RD 2; Joyce 
Kingsley, Wast Smithfield; 
John D, Kipp, Rome, David 1, 
Korb, Towanda RD 1; Richard 
„ Koss, ‘Towanda; Sheila Р, 
Kraus, Ulster RD 1; Mary Lou 
Kropcho, Towanda RD 4; Grac 
Lamberson, 99 Miller 56, Sayre: 
Gordon 1%, Langford, Sayre RD 
2; John Р, Law, Athens RD 2: 
Marva M, Lawson, Troy RD 1; 
Marry Lee, New Albany RD 2| 
Wayne Leonard, Columbia Cross 
Roads RD 1; Ethel Lewis, 404 
second St., Athens; Thomas L. Lo- 
in, Towanda; James M, Lordi, 
Wyalusing HD 1; Harry B. Lutz, 
402 Маріо SL, Sayro; Walter D. 
Manley, New Albany RD 1; Eve. 
Mutson, Canton; Robert J, 
Alba; Janot Mattocks, 
Oross Roads RD 2; 
George EF. Müurer, Towanda RD 
5; Beatrice May, Canton; Gerald 
7 Muy, Gillett RD 1; 
June I. Miller, Canton: 
L. Miller, Ulster RD 2; 
Mills, ‘Troy RD 2: 
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jurors called 
|| in murder case 


oe — In an effort to avoid costly last-minute delays in 
ec ува murder trial, Bradford County President 
Judge Evan 5. Williams has had the jury commissioners call 200 
men and women for possible jury duty starting next Tuesday. 
Ordinarily about 50 names аге drawn from the jury wheel. — 
` Ina murder case there are so many reasons for excusing а 
ospective juror from serving. 
en facit Frank Detrick jas notified the following persons to 
i r jury duty: 
Кеке К Бун RD L Flora К. Albrecht, Columbia 
Cross Roads RD 1; Gordon W. Albrecht, Columbia Cross Roads 
RD 1; Vinette Anderson, LeRaysville; Cynthia M. Arnold, Ulster 
RD 1; G. Fay Arnold, Towanda RD 4; Barry Aronson, Towanda; 
Alice Ashman, Sugar Run RD I; Carla Austin, Gillett; Carrie R. 
Bailey, Ulster; Willard Bates, Stevensville; Paul L. Beach, 
- Columbia Cross Roads RD 2; Vaughn A. Blair, South Waverly; 
— Florence Blow, Ulster RD 2; Rose M. Bobick, Sayre. | 
— — Raymond E. Bolich, Sayre; Evelyn Boyer, Troy; Mildred T. 
- Bradley, Columbia Cross Roads; Theresa H. Brennan, Towanda 
RD 1; Aunice A. Brown, Wellsburg RD 2; George Е. Bryan, Jr., 
Warren Center RD 1; Mary Burkhart, Sayre; Rex A. Burleigh, 
Columbia Cross Roads RD 2; Johanna M. Campbell, Towanda RD 
2; Richard G. Campbell, Sayre; Zilpha M. Carnwright, Canton; 
Charles L. Chaapel, Canton RD 1; Mildred V. Chamberlain, Sayre 
RD 2; Norma Chubbuck, Star Route, Rome. 
Jacqueline N. Cochran, Athens RD 1; Vern H. Cole, Athens RD 
- 2; Cheryl Coleman, Ulster; C. Bernard Collins, Athens; Coanne C. 
Cook, Nichols RD 2; Sally J. Cook, Towanda RD 4: Yvonne 
- Crumbring, Canton RD 1; Joseph Cullen, New Albany RD 2; Gene 
Daly, Towanda; Anne Darrow, Sayre RD 1; Dorothy K. Dean, 
Sayre; George B. Decjer, Wellsburg RB 1; H. E. Decker Jr. 
. Towanda; Jerome Dickerson, Wellsburg RD 2; Virginia Dickson, 
Sayre RD 2; Janice Diffenbach, Canton; John Douglas, Sugar Run 
RD 1; Claude R. Dunbar, Troy RD 1; Maryalice Dunne, LeRays- 
ville. 
` Laura Ann Edsell, Rome RD 1; Bertha English, New Albany 
RD 2; Antonio Faggianella, South Waverly; Una F. Fazekas, 
Towanda RD 1; Nancy Ferro, Sayre; Sue H. Fink, Athens: Gene 
Gabriel, Ulster RD 1; Cheryl Giddings, Troy RD 3; Mabel Gore. 
Towanda RD 5; Clifford E. Gowan, Athens RD 2: David A. Green, 
Warren Center; Morgan F. Green, Jr., South Waverly: B. Alfred 
Grenell, Monroeton; Gregory S. Grenier, Athens RD 2; John R. 
Hall, Troy; Mark Harrington, Sayre; Norwood E. Harkness, 
Gillett RD 1; Richard L. Havens, Troy. 





Thomas C. Haverly, Monroeton Кр 1; Royce E. Heinze, 
Wyalusing; Mary S. Herda, Towanda RD 1; Lena Herrington, 
Canton; Elaine Hicks, LeRaysville RD 1; Homer W. Hicks, Nichols 


Horton, Athens: Hester S. Hughes, Milan RD 1; Roberta L. Hunt, 


Columbia Cross Roads RD 2: Mary В, Huntington, Columbia Cross 


Roads RD 1; Wayne L. Huntington, Columbia Cross Roads RD 1. 
Alice T. Jennings, Troy; 


: Katherine Johns Я А 
Daniel R. Jones, Sayre RD 2; J e Johnson, Sayre RDI; 


oseph D. Jones. Stevensville RD 1: 


9 Ме C. Joralemon, Troy RD 2: Michael Lee Кеј 
sk Pin non, : eith, Troy: Marlene 
~~ Y. Kennedy, Gillett, RD 2: Joyce ду. arlene 


S. Kingsley, East Smithfield: 


John D. Kipp, Rome: David L. Korb, Towanda RD 1; Richard L, 


DES , Sayre; Gordon E. Lang: 
1 : ‚ AW, Athens RD 2; Mary M. Lawson, 
Troy RD 1; Harry Lee, New Albany RD 2; Wayne Leonard, 


à Ethel Lewis, Athens: Thomas L. . 


\ 


Walter D. Manley, New Albany RD 1; Evelyn Matson, Canton: 
Robert J. Matson, Alba; Janet Mattocks, Columbia Cross Roads 
RD2; George F. Maurer, Towanda RD 5; Beatrice May, Canton; 
Gerald E. May, Gillett RD 1; June E. Miller, Canton: Mark L. 
Miller, Ulster RD 2; Mary C. Mills, Troy RD 2; Dennis J. Milner, 
Rome RD 1; John S. Moody, Sayre; Barbara N. Moore, Athens, 
Priscilla Morris, New Albany; Luella J, Morse, Troy; Carrie B. 
Mosher, Sylvania; Eleanor H. Mott, Troy RD 3: Martin Mott. 
Canton; Kathleen Myron, Towanda RD 3; Cecile McCann, Sayre; 
Margaret McClelland, Columbia Cross Roads RD 4; Dorothy 
McNamara, Towanda RD 2: Linda К. Newman, Warren Center; 
Nellie Nichols, East Smithfield; Fred O. Nye, Canton; Alice D. 
Nyman, Sayre RD 1; Patrick O'Connor, New Albany; Helen А. 
O'Neal, Towanda RD 2; Dorothy B. Osborne, Columbia Cross 
Roads RD 3; Donna C. Packard, Canton; Yvonne Parkhurst, 
Laceyville RD 2; Howard M. Patton, Laceyville RD 2; Helen 
Perry, Columbia Cross Roads; Louise Pierce, Columbia Cross 
Roads RD 1, 


Mary A, Pierce, Burlington; George J. Platt, Sayre; James H. 
Politi, Athens; Dale К, Porter, Troy RD 3; Ann Marie Potter, 
Towanda; Stephen R. Pruyne, Milan RD 1; George R. Rauch, 
Sayre; Stephen Reynolds, Sayre; Harold M. Roberts. Wyalusing 
RD 2; Earl L. Robinson, Athens; Vivian Robinson, Wellsburg, 
N.Y.; RD ; Lynn C. Rockwell, Gillett RD 2: Sarah J. Rollison, 
LeRaysville RD 1; William Ross, Sugar Run RD 1; Kenneth L. 
Rounds, Towanda RD 5; Ivan L. Satterfield, Athens RD 1; Ross 
Sayman, New Albany; Charles B. Schaad, Towanda: Paul R. 
Schreck, Sayre; Leslie Е. Selleck, Sayre. 


Alonzo Setser, Sayre; Harold Shaffer, Sayre; Martin E. Sil- 
verstrim, Towanda RD 2; Willis Slotter, Trov RD2; Alice Н. 
Smith, Granville Summit RD 1; Elwin S. Smith, Canton RD 1: 
William D. Soloman, Sayre; Frank Speck, Jr., Athens; Margaret 
E. Sprankle, Canton RD 1; Elara Stage, Troy RD 1; Roy S. 
Stuckless, Troy; Charlene Diana Taylor, Wyalusing RD 3; Inez L. 
Taylor, Athens; Kenneth Taylor, Wyalusing RD 1: John Thomson, 
Sayre; Dorothy Thorpe, Towanda RD 9, Раш Е. Thrasher. 
Monroeton RD 1: Iona Јоу Turner, Sugar Run RD 1: 


Joan Tuner, Towanda; Lucile G. Twigg, Sayre RD 1; Vickie 
Lynn Valentine, Camptown: William В. VanBlarcom, Columbia 
Cross Roads RD 1, Mildred A. VanHorn, Towanda; Regina Va- 
rano, Sayre; Mary Lou Vosburg, East Smithfield: Dorothy Wal- 
lace, Troy RD 3; Peter Walter J r., Wyalusing RD 1; Beatrice G. 
Warburton, Wyalusing RD 1; Doris J. Warburton, New Albany; 
Richard Ward, Troy RD 2; Lincoln Welles, Jr., Wyalusing RD 2: 
Leonard E. Welles, Wellsburg, RD 2; Donald E. Westbrook, 
Athens; Walter G. Wheaton, Nichols RD 2; Richard D. White, 
Towanda RD- 1; Evan C. Williams, Troy; Ralph D. Williams, 


Towanda RD 4; John W. Wright, Ulster; and Larry A. Young. 
Troy. 


| Convict want. ием trial © 

| PITTSBURGH (AP) — Aubran “Buddy” 

| Martin, who Was Convicted and given the 

| death sentence оп three murder counts con- 
nected with the 


Martin, 24, was found guilty in the s 
ings of United Mine Workers insured 907 
| seph “Jock” Yablonski, his wife al d 
| daughter on Dec. 31 1969. 
rk Goldberg charged that the 
| ounty court Which heard Mar- 
ide 18 reversible err 
Jury and in its trial 
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IN LOVING MEMORY 
OF OUR DAUGHTER 


SHARRON JEAN 
COSTON 


on her 17th birthday 
OCTOBER 11, 1974 


OUR MEMORY FILE 


3 С 
The time came much too soon 


when we could no longer be 
with you. The days and weeks 
are slipping by; the years are 
slowly passing too, Some day 


the time will come when we can 
once again be with you. Until 
that day comes, we have placed 
a memory file of you within our 
hearts, 


This flle contains the way you 
walked, the many funny things 
you have said, the many loving 
wonderful kind things you have 
done for us; the way you smiled 
and fixed your pretty hair; the 
way your pretty eyes could Say 
how much you cared without 
saying a word; the jaunty way 
you held your head; the soft 
feel of your lips on my cheek as 
you lightly kissed me and said, | 
“Tt love you.’’ The way you 
loved each season — WINTER: 
The. way you always helped your 
sisters .and brothers make a 
snowman. SPRING: The. way 
you loved to see the trees. and 
grass get green; the flowers in 
all their many colors. SUMM 
The way you loved { i 
side in the sun : lel 
would be a shower, you loved to 
sit and si and 
tar and wz 
FALL: How 1 
the trees turn 
colors; how it ma 
sad when the leave 









с 





to fall. The different ways you 
would speak our names, 


These things and so mam 


many more we will always re 
member, even though vou ar 
Бопе, your memory will 
forever. We know that 

not stand still—although we 
had to say adieu, we will not 
alone, for our memory file wi 


let us walk again wit] 


LOVE YOU ALW 


(Л 


Dad, Mom, Sherry, Jeanie 
and Boop (Eugene Jr 


Mr. and Mrs. Eugene Coston 
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The trial of Gerald McKenna | which had been denied by Judg D etiti О n S а { @ а 
of Sayre on charges of rape and | Williams in open court this past à 
ћ murder in the death of 16-усаг- | summer. mn. | / 
old Sharron Coston has been роз!- | In their 190100), the attorneys | Q || О r C e n n с) 


poned until some time in Novem- pointed out that g Nov. 12, 1973, 

i К | ainer was lodged by Brad- А sr 

Eo i has been MT. As SEI СУМТУ authorities  atrainst Following a lengthy hearing collect calls to Mrs, Vera Mc- 
па ар" RE Si Меке ја who was at that time yesterday Judge Evan S. Williams | Kenna, the defendants mother, 

Pe i jur Wen held at the Erie “Count rejected a defense petition for pail | during the period of Oct, 1 to 
A panel of 200 prospective Jur) Oring ле. Ter У in the case of Gerard McKenna, | Nov. 10, 1973, The state voiced 

ors had already been drawn for Holding Center in Buffalo, They charged with the Nov, 3, 1973, | по objection. 

the trial, originally slated 10 | further noted MA 19 M а rapeslaying of 16-year-old Shar-| After breaking for lunch at 12:15 

'| commence Oct. 15 before Judge | turned to Bradford County last ron Coston of Sayre. p.m, the hearing reconvened at 


J = Г c 









1 ~ , . ы : Y Í ас ©] "~ Ур Y | 
i Evan S. Williams. Epstein noted July 14 and has since been lodged Although several precedents | 1:20 and continued for nearly sev- 
` | that the postponement was grant-|in either the county jail, at. То were cited for granting Бай, еп hours, concerning a defen: 
ed because a number of pre-trial wanda or the Pennsylvania State Judge Williams based his deci-| motion to suppress physical evi- 
A matters and hearings have yet} Correction Center at Dallas. sions on the fact that the 41- | dence, during which state police | 
а to take place. They argued that, under the vear-old McKenna, formerly of | criminal investigator John George | 


Sayre, is charged with a capital | was on the stand for over four 


offense under. which the death hours, 
penalty may be invoked. He furth- At the close of the hearing, 
er ruled that sufficient evidence ims ordered all rec-| 
exists to indicate the defendant's rezarding the motion to be 
alleged guilt, and that he had|impounded on the grounds that 
left the state of Pennsylvania and | the contents “аге not matters for 
the jurisdiction of the court, even- ication.” The records will, 
tially giving himself up in Buf- | however, be available to counsel | 
falo. and other involved parties. Мо de- | 
| Despite arguments by assistant | cision was made yesterday on 
defense counsel William Hebe of | whether to grant or reject the 
Wellsboro that a Supreme Court motion. 
ruling makes bail possible in Ме- The judge did sign an order 
Kenna’s case, the defendant was the defense permission 
ordered returned to jail until the | ісе such specialists as are 
date of his trial. felt needed to present its case. 
Judge Williams also granted a According to District Attorney 
Attorney Thomas Wal-| Maurice Epstein, the trial maj 


request by A | ) à 
rath, chief defense. counsel, that | begin on or near Nov. 18, pending 
f a final hearing on 


the defense be given official (еје- | the results of 


Despite the postponement of the Jin p o RE 
trial of Gerard McKenna until phone company records Covering defense’ pre-trial тоноп». 


some time in November, several Ta 
civil and criminal cases will be NEN —M— | 
v - A at | 


heard in Bradford County Court EX М ш 4 ا‎ 
Oct. 15 as originally scheduled. 4 Tas ps j 8 £s VAI ы чл 
Those cases slated to be Пе @ OLÎ 0 КОМ] © Wu Г | 6 
Williams include: Richard Evans D | E У T De ga 
Jr. vs. James Marshall; Janda | leat а С | v У te н 
| Label Processing Corp. vs. Атег- || ence ОС || 40 А L nu | ; 


brought before Judge Evan S. 
|ican Silk Label Manufacturing 
Company, Inc.; Deborah Springer 


On Friday, defense attorneys | state's constitution their client, 
Thomas A. Walrath and William | even though charged in a homi- 
A. Hebe of Wellsboro filed à mo- cide, is enlilled to bail in a reas- 


О 


| 

- ' 1 
tion with the prothonotary's office | onable amount. 
\ 

~ 








that McKenna be released under} Several other eriminal and civ- 
reasonable bail. A hearing will ђе | il cases will be tried as sched- 
scheduled to consider the motion, | uled. с 
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vs. Austin Clef; Samuel Cham- preme Court today agreed to гел led the death penalty for first de-| vious years U. S. Supreme Court 
berlain vs. Lola's Inc. and Lola view the first death sentence case i | 

Bouse; John F. and Ann В. Farr it has received since it ruled in 
vs. David and Lois Northrup; 


1d invalidated only that 


етее murder, rape, first degree | ruling 


~ кєт ~ 





| Rr - i 
burglary or ‘arson. In 1947 ahd | portion of the state law which 


1972 that capital punishment as 





WASHINGTON (AP) — The j North Carolina originally requir-| preme Court ruled that the pre- 
| 
| 





Georgia I. Rae vs. Philip Wells Е | then carried out was unconstitu- [29 the state legislature changed | made the penalty optional with 
and Robert A. Reed. x | tional. | the law so the jury could recom-| the jury. Treating the law as 
‚| Also on the docket are the у The court said it wil hear аг- || mend life imprisonment. mandatory, judges continued to 
„| cases of: Joseph and Alice Bar- | ' guments later this tom on the | In 1973, the North Carolina Su-| sentence men under It 
) | ry vs. the Grand Union Со.; Lyle appeal of a North Carolina man ! —— — oe eS жс. — 
“| Shults vs. Ray Booth, Reba 1 condemned to die for murder. | 
Booth, Wayne Raupers, Gayla Depending upon how broadly | Без 
; Raupers and David Warner; and the court rules, its*decision could | É 
Russell N. and Leona Olive Hor- affect only a limited number of 
ton vs. Charles Space, employe North Carolina cases or the vali- 
of the Ralph V. Martin Oil Co., dity of the death penalty itself. : 
Marguerite Potter and Russell N. The court ruled 5 to 4 on June 
Horton. к 29, 1972, that the decision whehter 


to sentence an individual to death 
could not be left up to a jury. 

Since then, more than half the 
states have passed laws designed 
[0' gel around the court's objec- 
tions, More than 100 prisoners are 
now under death sentenees in 
state" penitentiaries and awaiting 
execution, 

North Carolina enacted such a 
law April 8, but the man who 15 
: appealing is among more than 
Ж. 10 condemned to dfe in the state 
under a judicial interpretation of 
Га previous law, 
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| During the course of a lengthy hearing 
' for consideration of certain pre-trail mo- 
tions in the case of Gerard McKenna, 41, 


of Sayre, charged with murder and rape 
growing out of the death of Sharon Coston, 


16, of Sayre a year ago, Judge Evan S. 
Williams Monday rejected a defense 
petition that the defendant be admitted to 
bail, 

Attorney William Hebe of Wellsboro, 
asistant defense counsel, in presenting the 
motion for reasonable bail, recalled that 
during a hearing last August 20, the Court 
rejected an oral motion for bail but in- 
dicated it would consider a written ap- 
plication, Attorney Hebe pointed out that 
such a written application has been made 
to the Court on the basis of а Supreme 
Court ruling. 

“Our position is", said Attorney Hebe, 
"that in the absence of any evidence by 
the Commonwealth, bail should be set." 
The defense counsel stated that the Court 
has a duty under the constitution to set bail 
and cited a number of cases it considered 
as setting a precedent. 

Attorney Arthur Shuman of 
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| Judge Denies M 








Court Blocks Publication Now 


death penalty is possible, yet that might 
not be the sentence. He agreed that the 
death penalty has been invalidated, but 
pointed out that in the spring of this year, 
the state legislature re-enacted the death 
penalty law and the Commonwealth's 
position is that the death penalty does exist 
in this state and а capital offense exists in 
the McKenna case since the death penalty 
may be given. 

Continuing, Attorney Shuman brought 
out that the defendant has been indicted 
for murder and rape so sufficent evidence 
does exist; that this is a capital offense 
case since the defendant can be sentenced 
to death by the jury if a first degree verdict 
is returned, and in support of this position, 
cited verdicts returned in the Yablonski 
murder cases. Further, Attorney Shuman 
said, that the State Supreme Court has 
ruled that if the defendant has left the 
jurisdiction of the Court, the case is not 
bailable, and he said that McKenna did 
leave the jurisdiction of this Court, 
eventually giving himself up to authorities 
in Buffalo. 

In response, defense counsel said that all 









defendants are bailable unless the 
presumption of guilt is great. Attorney 
Hebe declared that “this is a bail hearing 
andit is incumbent upon the prosecution to 
produce evidence that the presumption of 
a capital offense is great; there is a 
presumption that Gerard McKenna is 
| bailable unless the Commonwealth shows 
evidence of a capital offense. The Com- 
monwealth must establish a prima facie 
case before a hearing judge and not before 
a Grand Jury." 
Following the arguments, Judge 
| Williams recessed the hearing for a brief 
time and went into his chambers to check 
on some of the precedents cited. Upon 
returning to the bench, he declared that 
since the defendant is alleged to have 
committed the offenses with which he is 
charged, and did leave the state and the 
Court's jurisdiction, the plea for bail is 
gemed and the defendant is ordered 
returned to incarceration. The defense 
| took specific exception to the ruling. 
When Monday's hearing convened at 
10:45 a.m., Attorney Thomas Walrath of 
Wellsboro, chief defense counsel, made an 
oral motion to the effect that the defense 
be given the official records of the General 
Telephone Co., at Sayre covering collect 
calls made involving the residence of 
Mrs. Vera McKenna, the defendant's 
mother, at Sayre during the period from 
October 1, 1973 through Nov. 10, 1973. The 
Commonwealth said it had no objection 
and offered the defense records of the 
phone calls it holds. However, Attorney 
Walrath declared he wants the phone: 
company's records, and Judge Williams; 
granted the request. 
Then came that portion of the hearing 


Philadelphia, special assistant district 
attorney in the McKenna case, speaking 
for the Commonwealth, stated that a 
‘capital offense is a crime in which the 


. 


evidence. This continued until 12:15 p.m. 
when court was adjourned for lunch. It 
'convened again at 1:20 p.m., with the 
hearing continuing until 7 o'clock, a total 
of nearly seven hours. For over four hours 
of this time, Trooper John George, 
criminal investigator attached to the State 


officer in the McKenna case, was on the 
stand for direct examination, cross 
examination, re-direct examination and 
re-cross examination. 

Afanyu nhases of the paca wares 3 1 _ 3 


concerning a motion to suppress physical 


Police detail here, who is the prosecuting . 


directed that all records be impounded ; 
that they be made available to counsel and 
parties, but that consistent with a previous 
order he made relative to the release of 
information “the Court feels that the 
contents of the hearing as regards the 
suppression of evidence motion are not 
matters for publication.” 

Regarding the suppression of evidence 
motion, Judge Williams is required to rule 
on whether to grantit or reject it, How long 
before such an opinion is given is not 
known. 

However, the Court did late Monday sign 
an order granting a defense petition 


requesting permission to engage such on Nov. 3. 1973. on an Athens Township 
specialists. as it feels are needed for farm. 
presenting its case. District Attorney Epstein indicated 
At the Commonwealth's table for yesterday that the McKenna trial may 
Monday's long hearing were District start on Nov. 18, or near that date 
Attorney M.L. Epstein, Special Assistant However, still another hearing on defense 
District Attorney Arthur Shuman and pre-trial motions is to be held, Judge 
Criminal Investigator John George, the williams indicated last night 
/ 
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a Bail 


prosecuting officer. At the defense table 
were the defendant, Gerard McKenna; 
Attorney Thomas Walrath, chief defense 
counsel; Attorney William Hebe, assistant 
defense counsel; Attorney Lonnie 
Frawley, Bradford County’s public 
defender who is associated with the case. 
Mrs. Vera McKenna, the defendant’s 
mother, sat in the court room not far from 
her son, and Trooper Harry VanVliet, 
assigned as security officer, was seated 
not far from the defendant. 

It was just a year ago yesterday- 
October 28. 1973--that Sharon Jean Coston 
was reported missing. Her body was found 


ر 


Selection of a jury for the trial} to guard 
of Gerard McKenna of Sayre is 


scheduled to get under 


Way 


at 


|| 9:30 a.m. Monday at the Вгад- | Evan S 


|| ford County Courthouse 


|| plied by the office of 


about 70 others were 





excused, 





According to information 





sup ting 1 
Sher- | aries ог $2.25 


iff Frank Detrick, 150 county res- | pet 

idents were called for duty and Mi 

left ove ipe-mt 

from the last jury call. Of the (оѓ Sayre in № 
total of 220 persons under con 
| sideration, 60 have already been | a 
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Jury Panel 


Top ^y Judge Evans 
dI m d 140 county resi- 
о are prospective jurors, 
present in Court Room No. 1 “to 
fulfill one of your obligations as 
a citizen" as the selection of a 
. Jury for the Sharron Coston mur- 
der trial got under way at 9:30 

a.m. this morning. 

. On trial for rape and murder 
Is. Gerard McKenna, 41, former- 
ly of Sayre. Miss Coston, who 
was 16 years of age at the time 
of her death, was last seen on 
Oct. 24, 1973, when she left. the 
‘home of her parents to go down- 
town in Sayre to get a pack of 
cigarettes. Her nude, mutilated 
body was found by a hunter just 
off the Mile Lane Road beyond 
the Blue Swan Airport on Satur- 
day, Nov. 3. 

Following an intensive’ investi- 
gation by Pennsylvania State Po- 
lice, McKenna was charged with 
the rape and murder, but at the 
time was serving a prison term 
in Lackawanna County, N. Y. Fol- 
lowing a lengthy delay, extradi- 
| tion proceedings were started 

which brought McKenna back to 
"| Bradford County for trial. 

This morning, Judge Williams 
stressed to the possible jurors 
who will decide his fate the im- 
portance of the case, and reveal- 
ed for the first time that the 14 
jurors selected will be sequester- 
ed during the trial. 

He further noted that the selec- 
tion of a jury will start at 9 a.m. 
each day and close at 4 p.m. 
until the 14 have been chosen, 
and added that he had “по idea 
when the trial will conclude". 

Present in the court room this 
morning were the prosecutors for 
the . Commonwealth, Bradford 
County District Attorney Maurice 
Epstein and Attorney Arthur P. 
Shuman of Philadelphia, a spe 
cial prosecutor hired for this 
case; defense attorneys William 
Hebe, Thomas Walrath and Brad- 
ford County Public Defender Lon- 
nie Frawley; Mrs. Vera McKen- 
na, mother of the accused, and 
;»|'Mr. and Mrs. Eugene Coston, par- 
ents of the slain girl. 

Both the prosecuting and de- 
fense attorneys stressed to the 
prospective jurors what Judge 
Williams previously stated, ask- 
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| ing them to perform their duties 


as citizens. Attorney Shuman 
warned them that some of the 
tions to be asked during the 
jury selection would be very per- 


Judge Addresses 


aS 


McKenna Trial Opens | 


У > 





| 
| 





GERARD McKENNA 


sonal, but that the attorneys had 
reasons for asking these ques- 
tions. The lawyers told the jurors 
that they were searching for per- 
sons who would make “fair and |, 
impartial jurors". He asked them |, 
to "search your heart, mind and 
soul" when being questioned by |} 
either the prosecuting or defense 
attorneys. 

McKenna, Shuman said, is 
charged with murder in the first 
degree and this carries a max- 
imum sentence of life in prison, 
and then read a list of witnesses 
which he said the state may call 
during the progress of the trial. 
The list included Bradford Coun- 
ty State Police officers; Erie Co., 
N. Y. police officers; police from 
New Orleans, La. and Philadel- 
phia, Pa.; and medical doctors 
and technicians. 

The actual selection of a jury 
got under way at 11 o'clock and 
the first name drawn was that 
of Mrs. Sandra Mills, 28, of Wy- 
alusing RD 2. She was question- 
ed at length by both the ргобе- 
cution and defense attorneys, and 
it was during this questioning by 
Attorney Walrath that it was re- 
vealed that the Commonwealth 
will probably submit as evidence 
a crime committed in 1967 against 
an 18-year-old girl in New Or- 
leans for which McKenna was 


sentenced to 15 yeans in prison. 
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Judge --- 


(Continued from Page 1) 


Also brought up was the charge 
against McKenna in the Lacka- 
wanna, N. Y. case in which he 
is charged with assault on a 
housewife. 

After lengthy questioning and 
consultations between the attor- 
neys and Judge Williams, the 
name of Mrs. Mills was objected 
to by the Commonwealth after 
they took exception to some of 
үт answers, and she was excus- 
Court then recessed until this 
afternoon. 

After the court session resum- 
ed at 1:30 this afternoon, Judge 
Williams started to expedite the 
selection of a jury. 

He was in the process of inter- 
viewing each prospective juror 
himself, in his chambers, seeking 
to ascertain how many of the 139 
left could not, for some reason or 
another, be sequestered. As they 
stated their reasons for not being 
locked up during the trial, they 
were being eliminated. 

By this process, which was tak- 
en over by the judge and came 
as a surprise to those in the 
court room, it is expected that: 
the full jury can be selected much 
quicker and the actual trial start- 
ed. 
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Three Jurors... 


a point which arose between the 
attorneys and Judge Williams, 

The fourth one called, George 
К. Maurer of Wysox, was accept. 
ed by both sides. He is an em- 
ploye of the Pennsylvania Elec- 
tric Со. 

The fifth one called was also 
accepted. He is Lloyd Hall of 204 
William St., Towanda. 

By this time it was noon and 
court recessed for lunch, but be. 
fore doing so the 10 names were 
drawn from the hat. They includ- 
ed Geraldine Ramanick, Eleanor | 
Mott, Katherine Allen, Frederick || 
W. Bump, Gordon Allrecht, Н.Е, | 
Decker, Jr, Frank Speck, Jr., 
Janice Dieffenbach, Nancy C, 
Mills and Richard C. Barnes. 

Once the 14 jurors are select- 
ed they no doubt will spend many 
hours alone in the Towanda Mo- 
tel where they are to be seques- 
tered during the course of the 
trial, 

Each day of the trial they will | 
be escorted to the court | 
by tipstaves, will Spend the day | 
listening to the proceedings and | 


| 


will then be escorted back to 
| 
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Shortly after excusing Mrs. So- 
Session was ad. 
the day and Was re- 


employe of the Rob- 
rt Packer Hospital in Sayre. He 
immediately challenged by 
the defense based on other pro- 
Spective witnesses expected to ђе 
Called by the Commonwealth 
(doctors and Medical technicians, 
among others, employed at the 
hospital), | 
M. J. Hubish of Sayre was the 
ext one called, but was excused 
y mutual consént of both de- 


ed y У, and was fhe | fense and prosecution because of 
Ara Person questioned duri 






ИЕ" ДР ee ig questioned this af- 
о“ fi ernoon, | Judge Evan 5 Wil- 
c "liams released the rest to return 
~~ je their homes and to come back 
^ Ио court ready for questioning to- 
s | Starting at 9 










their single rooms at the motel- 
rooms which, although tops in| 
comfort, will not have television 
or newspapers. If there are news- 
papers allowed, any stories per- 

taining to the trial will have been 

| clipped out before they are per- | 
mitted to reach the Jorors. And | 
the telephone next to the bed will 

be out of order for the duration | 
of the trial. 

And although the Towanda Mo- 
tel has an excellent and large 
| dining room, the jurors won't see. 
any of it. The court has ordered 
that they will all eat together in 
| a Special room away from the 

public, 

There will be television avail- 
able, however, for those who want 
to watch it, But it will be con. 
trolled by a tipstaff with a chan- 
nel-selector who can immediately 
switch the station should any men. | 
lion be made of the McKenna 
trial, 

In other Words, the jurors, once 
Selected, are practically prisoners 
until the closing of the trial — | 


and all for $9 per day and ex. 
penses, 
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ring the| à hearing defect, 
Session, The other two| Mrs. Ella May of Canton was 
ing | Dext. She is an employe of the 
anufacturing Co, in 

nity, but was excused 
lenge by the defense 
‘Minute recəsg to clarify 


and the second Mrs. | that commu 
| |90 Soloway, a resident of Ath- 
| ens for the past 
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| Handcuffed Gerard McKenna, cenfer, formerly of Sayre, charged with the rape- 

murder of Sharron Coston, also of Sayre, walks from the Bradford County jail to 
the court house in Towanda as the second day of a jury selection got underway. 
McKenna is sporting a mustache which he has grown since being returned fo this 
area to stand trial. Escerting the prisoner are Troopers Richard Samer, left, and 


Joseph Perechinsky of the Bradford County Pennsylvania State Police. 
A Evening Times Photo—Paluzzi 
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Five Jurors Now | 
Selected in 
McKenna Case 


Two more Bradford County res- from Troy RD 2, and Gordon Al- 

idents were selected this ec] brecht, a dairy farmer from Co- 
as jurors who will hear the rape- | Iumbia Cross Roads. 

| murder charge lodge against| Five persons were questioned 
Gerard McKenna, formerly of | but only the two were approved. 
|Sayre, for the death of Sharron| Thus, with five now’ selected, 

| Coston of Sayre. there are nine more to be picked 


This brings the total of jurors |7 12 to serve as jurors and two 
accepted to five as the selection | 45 alternates. —— | 
The selection this morning was 


entered its third day today. | 
Chosen this morning were Mrs. саата а ад TERE RUE 
> < 15. | utes while prosecution and се 
Eleanor H. Mott, a housewife fense . attorneys and Bradford 
County Judge Evan 5. Williams | 
established guide lines for ques- 
tioning which is hoped will ex- 
греде Ше selection of the re- 
‘maining jurors. 
| On Monday four persons were 
‘questioned and one selected. Yes- 
terday 10 more were questioned 
and two were accepted as the long 
‘and tedious task of picking the 
jurors continued. 

Following a break for lunch ‘at 
| noon today, the questioning 01 oth- 
ler prospective jurors, continued 
| this afternoon. 
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re, in his trial for the alleg- 
rape-murder of Sharron Cos- 
"t Моп, also of Sayre, asked Brad- 
|.) ford County Judge Evan 5. Wil- 
b | liams this morning for a con- 
||“ | tinuance of the trial because 
и | Pennsylvania State Trooper John 
|" George, the prosecuting officer, 
[T | is expected to undergo open heart 
f | surgery very soon. 
| ^ Judge Williams, however. den 
* | ded the request for adjournment 
я я and four more prospective jurors 
| Questioned this morning were ex- 
а . cused, mostly because they had 
‚ fixed opinions in the case. 
T Attorney Walrath told the court 
that he felt that Trooper George 
| is vital to the defense and with- 
| | out his testimony a fair trial 
- could not be given the former 
__| Sayreite. Whether the judge will 
|| change his mind on the matter 
1 _ this afternoon was uncertain when 
1 | -court recessed for lunch this 
moring. However, it was indi- 


^j cated that the request was den- 
_ led will stand, 
| ^. With the jury list now standing 
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Seven, four more prospective 
jurors were questioned. this! 
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morning and were rejected, 


~ = 





Пи ae 5 
















questioning, 
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fense 


Denied Request 
For Trial Delay 


P № a surprise move this morn- 
| ing, Attorney Thomas Walrath 
^ who is handling the defense of 
H McKenna, formerly of 





Those who said they had had] spective jurors were pulled from 
fixed opinions on the case in- a hat and will undergo examina- 
clude Richard Koss of Towanda, 
a Sylvania employe; Mrs. Ber- 
nita Williams of New Albany RD | Wednesday 
2: Mrs, Dorothy Wallace of West 
Burlington, and Morgan Е. (Bud) 
Green, Jr. of South Waverly. All 
Were excused following interroga- | more jurors, Mrs. Mary C. Mills 
lion by the defense and prosecut- 
ing attornevs. 

The morning session today was| were added to the roster during 
marked with several recesses as the afternoon session. | 
the lawyers and judge held con- 
ferences during the course of the 
and shortly before 


noon the names of 16 more pro- 


tion this afternoon. 

Those selected for jury duty 
morning included 
Mrs, Eleanor H. Mott of Troy 
RD 3 and Gordon W. Albrecht 
of Columbia Cross Roads. Two 


of Troy RD 2 and Mrs. Theresa 
H. Brennan of Towanda RD 1, 


Judge Williams and the examin- 





(Continued on Page 9, Column 8) 





ҹә McKenna--. 


(Continued from Page J) 
ing attorneys announced that 
‘their response to the questioning 
| had been found satisfactory anc 
! without prejudice, 





All four were accepted after 
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Two More Jurors 


Chosen for - 
McKenna Trial 





| 

|| Two more jurors were selected | morning two more 
| this morning to hear the trial of 
| Gerard McKenna, charged with 
the rape and murder of Sharron 


AT 


Wellsburg, N, 









sa Garris of Camptown. 


were added. 


those being George B. Decker ol 
Y. RD, and Odes 


Coston of Sayre, and Judge Evan A list of 27 names were drawn 
S. Wiliiams said'that if the re- but up until the noon recess or 
| mainder are not selected this af- nine of them had been question 
| ternoon the questioning will con- ed and seven were rejected and 
|| tinue tomorrow so that the trial| the two accepted. 
can get underway Monday morn-| Those questioned and rejected 
ing. this morning include Ethel Ma | 
|| And the judge is expected to son of Canton, Helen Minard с 
‘Tule later today on a written ге- | Sayre, Yvonne Crimbring Ca 
quest from defense attorneys for ton. Marva M. Lav T 
a delay in the trial because the Магу Hitchcock 
chief prosecutor, Trooper John Alice T. Jenning 
George of the Pennsylvania State | Walter Мапе 
| Police, will be unable to testify Judge Williams in ^ 
|as he is hospitalized. 1 
The jury list 15 now up to nine the jury’ selection 
out of the 12, and two alternates, Пао tha} | 
to be, selected, following the ар- | Bat’ under add M m D 
proyal of two more this morning !^ 
out of nine questioned. 
Yesterday moring Attorney Tho | FF 
mas Walrath of Wellsboro, Me: | Fo Dm ита Ра LE 
|| Kenna's chief defense counsel, or-| (77 дуга 7 
| ally requested Judge Williams for TP N р Ру 
| a delay in the trial because of the 7. SERIF Lcx 
|| illness of Trooper George, but A | 
this request was denied by the У. Lh 5 і у — 
judge at that time. "^ р c o 


But later in the afternoon .the 
defense issued a written request 
for a delay, and the judge. indi- 
cated he would hear legal argu- 
ments on the motions this morn- 
ing. But he now plans to reveal 
his decision later this aftermmoon, 
а spokesman at the court house 
in Towanda advised. 

Meanwhile, the jury 
goes on. Seven have been ap- 
proved since the start of the ques- 
.1 tioning last Monday, and this 
т т a НОВИНА 
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10th Juror Pic 


In McKenna Case 


















The 10th juror who will hear | gery last year, that his doctor has 


the Gerard McKenna trial was | advised him not to „кы оп Sat- 
lapproved yesterday afternoon | urday was granted Y the эзел. 
and is the youngest chosen 10 | AS а result, there was no inter- 
date. х rogation of another list of pro- 
David A. Green of Neath, co-| spective jurors scheduled for to 
Operator of а dairy and рош: | day. 
try farm with his father, is 21| The three chosen yesterday 
years of age, and was approved] were taken to the Towanda Mo- 
by the defense and prosecution | tel where they will be sequester- 
late yesterday following an in-|ed during the course of the trial, 
| terrogation of prospective jur-| There they joined the seven who 
ors which got underway at 9 a.m. | have already been picked and 
and lasted until 5 p.m. who are now “residents” at the 
Yesterday morning George R.|motel awaiting the start of pro- 
Becker of Ridgebury Township| ceedings. They are Mrs. Helen 
and Mrs. Odessa Garris of Sil-| Carman of Luthers Mills, George 
vara were selected before сопи | Е. Maurer of Wysox, Lloyd Hall 
recessed for the noon luncheon. | of Towanda, Mrs. Eleanor Mott 
However, an expected ruling by | of Troy RRD 3, Gordon W. Al- 
Judge Evan S. Williams on а ге- | brecht of Columbia Cross Roads, 
quest by defense counsel] for Mc-| Mrs. Mary C. Mills of Leona and 
Kenna that the trial be delayed | Mrs. Theresa Brennan of Towan- 
because of the illness of the chief|da RD 1. 
prosecutor, Trooper John George,| Plans are that the remaining 
was not made yesterday. Тһе | jurors can be drawn on Monday 
judge had expected to rule on | and they will join their’ fellow 
the written request yesterday af-|citizes in carrying out their civ- 
| fernoon, but later announced that|ic duties as prescribed by law. 
this will not take place until Mon-| When court convened yester- 
day. day morning the names of 26 pro- 
It was also expected that the | spective jurors were picked at 
questioning of prospective jurors | random, and the rest of the panel 
would continue-today in an at- | yas excused. All 26 were exam- 
tempt to complete the list of 12 


| 
| 








Judge Again Denies McKenna 
Trial Delay; 11th Juror Chosen 


Bradford County Judge Evan S.|and as such Judge Williams 


Williams this ` morning denied а had to formally 
written request from defense af-| cation. 
torneys for Gerard MeKenna, on 
trial for the rape and murder of 
Sharron Coston of Sayre, for a 
delay in the trial because of the 
illness of the prosecuting witness, 
Trooper John P. George. 
Last Thursday a similar, but 
oral, request was denied by the 
judge. Defense attorneys then 


made the request in written form, | 
— | George's absence. 


by the defense and prosecution. 


Judge Williams, 


The application for delay read, 
in part, “Trooper George is the 


nominal prosecutor in this crimi- 
wit- 


nal action and is the only 


ness to testify before the Grand 
indict- + 
defendant, | chosen, and Mrs. Helen Murdock 


returned the 


the 


which 
against 


Jury 
ment 


Trooper George is a material wit-| of Columbia Cross Roads became | 

who must 

be made available at the trial,” 
The Commonwealth (prosecu >= 


ness for the defense 


act on the appli- | Trooper George 15 not a material 


In other action in court up to | ceed without him. 
noon, the 11th juror was approved 


In a lengthy statement read Jj ing that “in the interest of jus- 
he disapprovec ; 
two motions made by бетеп at- | lected and sequestered, the trial 
torneys for McKenna. The first | does not require continuance. 
Was for a delay in the trial and 
the second was for dismissal of missal of the indictment, it was 
the indictment because of Trooper 


[regular and two zjfernates, but 
(à plea by defense attorney Tho. | the three were approved before 
mas Walrath, who it is under- | the list which had been drawn 
Stood underwent open heart sur- | expired 
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ined during the long session and 





shortly before 5 o'clock. 








Six more prospective jurors in 
the Gerard McKenna rape-murd- 
er trial were questioned in Brad- 
ford County court this morning— 
and all six were rejected. 

And Judge Evan S. Williams 
advised all present that if the 
remaining jurors are not pick- 
ed by later today, the work will 
continue tomorrow and that a 
regular court session will be held 
on Thursday, Thanksgiving Day, 
regardless. 

Should the remaining three jur- 
ors be selected this afternoon. 
the trial will. start tomorrow 
morning. If they are not chosen, 
questioning will continue tomor- 
row and will continue until the 
complete 12-juror and two-alter- 
nate list is completed. Then the 
trial will start — еуеп if it is 
Thursday. 

The judge advised those on 
hand that in his opinion it would 


not be fair to the 11 jurors al- 
ready selected who are now se- 
А questered in the Towanda Motel 
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for them to have to stay “lock- off— regardless of whether it is 


ed пр” while court took a day 





TROOPER HAS 
HEART SURGERY 
Slate 


Pennsylvania Troop- 





Thanksgiving or not. So he or- 
that court will be in ses- 
Thursday. 

The six questioned this morn- 
ing who were rejected include 
Mrs, Alice Joralemon of Sylva- 
nia, Terry Chamberlain of Wells- 


dered 


оп 


er John Р, George, the nom- burg RD 2, Bud Rosh of Sayre 
inal prosecutor In the Gerard RD 2, Edward Kiess of Athens 
McKenna Yape-murder trial, RD 2, Jerome Dickerson of 


underwent open heart surgery 
at the Robert Packer Hospi- 
tal this morning, 


Ridgebury Township and Leland 
Repsher of Laceyville, 


Court recessed for luncheon at 


He Was In the recovery noon, and will resume the ques- 
room at 1 o'clock this alter- tioning of other prospective jurs 
noon and no report on his Ors this afternoon. 


condition was obtainable. 

It was because of the oper- 
ation which was performed on 
the trooper this morning that 
McKenna's defense attorneys 
(мед to get a delay of the 
trial, and even a dismissal, 
but Judge [yan S. Williams 
has ruled that his testimony 
IS not a basis for delay or 
dismissal, 
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tion), ћаз however, decided that 
witness and that the case can pro- 


Judge Williams concluded his 
action on the first motion by say- 


10 jurors now se 


tice, and with 


On the second motion, for dis- 


noted by the judge that Trooper 
George had already testified be- 
fore the Grand Jury, and as a 
result denied the defense request. 

Court then back into the 
process of picking jurors to hear 
the case. Ten have already been 


went 


| the 11th this morning. Six per- 





| (Continued on Page 15,Column 5) | 
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р” ње, row 
nother surprise move in the] Late this morning work was 
ii der trial of Gerard Ме. | under way questioning other pros- 
















| Kenna, charged with the murder | pective jurors to get the list com- 
0 Sharron Coston of Sayre, Tho-| pleted so that the actual trial 
nas Walrath, defense attorney] can start. 
_ | representing the accused man М i 
| this morning requested Bradford 2 | Y 
‘County Judge Evan S. Williams v ee ери Ум 


‘to remove = special, part-time 


prosecuting attorney Arthur Shu- 

man from the case. | errea 
v teg а discussion on this 

request, the 12th juror wasap | 

| proved by the defense and prose- FWA, 2 2) 1 7 29 
|| cution. | 2 | 

| The request from Attorney Wal- 

| rath came before any jurors were 

| called in for questioning, and he 

. [told the court that “it is a legal 
| . [breach of ethics for any attorney 
= to be representing criminal cases 
_|јп separate counties, or even in 
separate states.” 

— | According to information learn- 
. ей by The Evening Times this 
. moming, Attorney Shuman, who 
C NU practices law in Philadelphia, is 
ý __ listed as representing five other 
f criminal cases in Philadelphia. | 
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_ | In other words, it is the opinion 
= (of Attorney Walrath that the le 
` | gal ethics committee of the Penn- 
_ {Sylvania Bar Association says 
. [that an attorney cannot be the. 
_ j defender in a criminal case and 
. |е a prosecuting attorney im an- 
| other. A 
- | A lengthy discussion was held 
= [en the request and Judge Wil- 
.  iliams will now have to render an- 
|+ other decision, which he may 
E ' 0 later today, 
E. | | Attorney Walrath then request- 
ЈА | [ed another change in venue in 
| the case, which was again de 
| nied by the judge, 
5 The first prosepective juror call- 













^ | [ed this morning was Hanford Hall 
| ` fof Towanda RD 2, ап етроуе 

_ fof СТЕ Sylvania in Towanda. He 
у |; [was the 110th juror questioned 


_ [Since a week ago last Monday 
- and was accepted by both the 


| 


Pp efense and prosecution, so be 
| jcomes the 12th juror select. | 
| ed. This leaves two more, who 
. Wil serve as alternates, to be 


- [chosen to complete the jury. 
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Gerard Paul McKenna, 41, for“, ery one of you beyond a reason- 
merly of Sayre, stood before | able doubt that the defendant is 







Bradford Gounty Judge Evan 5. | guilty as charged in the murder 


Williams this morning and plead-| and rape of Sharron Coston. The 
ed not guilty to the rape and | Commonwealth will do this by 
murder of Sharron Coston of | presenting testimony and evi» 
Sayre as his trial got under way | dence to you in this court room," 
following nearly two weeks of | he continued, 

selecting a jury. "I must prove to you that Shar- 

District Attorney Maurice Ep-|ron Coston lived, that she died, 
Stein opened the court proceed-| and lastly I must prove to you 
ings by moving for the arraign-|that that man (pointing his fin- 
ment of McKenna for murder and | ger at McKenna) killed Sharron 
rape, following which Judge Wil-| Coston, 
liams instructed the 12-person,; “The Commonwealth may call 
two-alternate jury on their re-|as many as 25 witnesses. In- 
Sponsibilities and duties in Шеј dividualiy, these witnesses can- 
case which they will hear. not prove to you that McKenna 
Special Prosecutor Arthur Shu-|is guilty. Together, they will pre- 
man, who is working with Ep-|sent the full story," Attorney Shu- 
stein in the case, opened with a| man said. 
15-minute address to the jury. "This case is much like a jig- 

"We are here to see justice|saw puzzle. Check each piece as 
done. You took your oath that you| it is presented, fit them together 
and only you, wil determine the| —and when you fit in the last 
facts. piece you wil make the com- 

"I will give you an outline of|plete picture, ahd that will be the 
the case as it comes, and you guilt of the defendant." 
will be able to see it come true} Attorney Shuman then called 
— in other words, I'll give you | McKenna “а perverted man who 
something like an index to a story | has sex with women, whether or 
‘in a book,” he said. 

“The Commonwealth has the| who is determined to get what 
burden to convince each and еу-|ће wants. 

“You'll learn how he operated 
and learn about his tools — the 
belt he uses, or in the Coston 
case, a rope. The knife he саг- 
ried with him at all times. You'll 
learn how Sharron Coston was 
tied like a common criminal and 
then raped and “buggered,” he 
told the jury. 

“How he tied the rope around 
her neck.until life was. squeezed 
out — how her mutilated body 
was dumped into a field like 
trash,” Shuman told the jury in 
closing. 

Defense Attorney Walrath made 
no comment, and the first wit- 
ness was called to the stand. 
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а Pleads 
To Murder of Coston Girl 


not they are willing — a man|. 





Not 


He was Jack H, Vanderpool of 
Sayre RD 2, who told under cross- 
examination how ће found the 
body of Miss Coston while hunt- 
mg on Saturday morning, Nov, 
3, 1973, above the Blue Swan Air- 
port in Sayre. 

The second witness was Mrs. 
Coston, mother of the slain girl, 
who identified a picture of her 
daughter and described to the 
jury what Sharron was wearing 
the night she left home to go 
downtown in Sayre to get a pack 
of cigarettes, and was never seen 
again until her ravished body was 
found by Vanderpool. 

The first exhibit was then рге- 
sented — the coat she was wear- 
ing when she left her home. Mrs. 
Coston identified it by marks on 
the back,-and said that apparent- 
ly somebody had tried to either 
wash it or destroy it. 

At this point, Mrs. Coston broke 
down on the witness stand and 
sobbed uncontrollably. A five-min- 
ute recess was called апа she 
was taken from the stand into 
the judges chambers until she re- 
gained her composure. 


ey * 


Guilty 


Shortly before noon, she had re- 
covered and had taken the stand 
again until the trial recessed for 
lunch, 

The selection of the jury was | 
completel Wednesday afternoon 
when Mrs. Joan E, Macafee of 
Athens RD 1 (Greene's Landing) 
and Mrs, Gertrude Huntington of 
Columbia Cross Roads RD 2 were 
approved as the two alternates. 

The 12th and final regular jur- 
or, Hanford Hall of Towanda RD 
8, was selected Wednesday morn- 
ing prior to the court recess for 
lunch. 

The three chosen Wednesday | 
were then taken to the Towanda | 
Motel where they were sequester- 
ed with the other 11 jurors who 
started their work this morning. 
The complete jury is composed 
of Mrs. Helen Carman of Luthers 
Mills, George Maurer of Wysox, 
Lloyd Hall of Towanda, Mrs. 
Eleamor H. Mott of Troy RD 3, 
Gordon H. Albrecht of Columbia 
Cross Roads, Mrs. Mary Mills of 
Troy RD 2 (Leona), Mrs. Ther- 
esa Brennan of Towanda RD 1, 
George B. Becker of Ridgebury 
Township, Mrs. Odessa Garris of 
Silvara, David A. Green of Neath, 
Mrs. Helen Murdoek of Columbia 
Cross Roads, Hanford Hall of To 
wanda RD 3, Mrs. Joan E. Mac- 
afee of Athens RD 1 and 
Gertrude Huntington of Columbia 
Cross Roads. 

The juror residing closest 
Sayre, McKenna’s original home 
town, 15 Mrs. Macafee. 

In the opening afternoon session 


to 
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(Continued from Page 1) 


on Wednesday, Judge Williams 
ruled against a move by McKen- 


|na's defense attorney, 


Thomas 


Walrath, to have special prosecu- 


| tor Arthur Shuman of Philadel- 


phia removed from the trial be 
cause he is said to be the defense 
attorney in several cases in his 
home area, and denied another 
request from Walrath that the 
jury be sworn in Wednesday af- 
ternoon. 


The judge then conducted a 


brief session on the procedures 
to be followed during the trial. 
Present in court were McKenna, 
| his attorneys, Mr. Walrath and 
| William Hebe of Wellsboro and 
| Bradford County Public Defender 
Lonnie Frawley, and District At- 
torney Shuman. Also present, as 
they have been over the past twa 


weeks while the jury selection 
was in progress, were Mr. and 
Mrs. Gene Coston of Sayre, par- 
ents of Sharron, and Mrs. Vera 
McKenna, mother of the accused 
man. Sherry Coston Lee, sister 
of Sharron, and her husband, | 
George, were also in the court 
room. 

With yesterday being Thanks- 
giving Day, the 14 jurors and 
McKenna were treated to the us- 
ual turkey and trimmiings — the 
jurors having theirs at the To- 
wanda Motel and McKenna his in 
the Bradford County jail along 
with the other inmates. 


sequestered 


Over the past two weeks the 
jurors have been 
passing their time in a variety of 


ways. They are not allowed to 


talk to each other about the trial, 
and are under the constant sur- 
veillance of tipstaves. 

But they are not just sitting 
around getting bored with Ше. 
They have talked with members 
of their families on the telephone 
(but again with a tipstaff doing 
the answering and questioning), 
have played cards, square dane- 
ed, made popcorn, watched tele- 
vision (again under the watchful 
eye of their “guards? so that 
they could not hear any news 
about the case they are to hear 
in court). One man took his guitar 
with him, while one of the women 
plays the piano, They have had 
a sing-a-long, 
nisht attended 


an ecumenical 


Thanksgiving service in a group 
at SS. Peter and Paul Church in 


Towanda, traveling by bus. 


and Wednesday | 
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defense which the court sustained. Walters 
is a retired Ingersoll-Rand employee who 
now manages the Wheeler Tool Co. in the 
Valley. 
A challenge for cause, by the defense 


| brought about the dismissal of Ronald L. 


Woodward of Granville Summit RD 1, who 
said that he has a fixed opinion in the case. 


| The court sustained the challenge. 


The last prospective juror to be examin- 
ed was Mrs. Gertrude Huntington of 


` Columbia Cross Roads RD 2 and she was 
| accepted by both the defense and the 


commonwealth as the second alternate 
juror. Mrs, Huntington is the wife of 
Wayne Huntington who was called for jury 
examination earlier in the trial and dis- 
missed. Mrs. Huntington was the 118th 
prospective juror called for examination 
during a period that started Nov. 18. 

As constituted, the jury now consists of 
Mrs. Helen Carman of Luthers Mills, 
chosen the first day of the trial; George 
Maurer of Wysox and Lloyd Hall of 
Towanda, chosen the second day; Mrs. 
Eleanor H. Mott of Troy RD 3, Gordon H. 
Albrecht of Columbia Cross Roads, Mrs. 
Mary G. Mills of Troy RD 2 (Leona), and 
Mrs. Theresa Howard Brennan of Towan- 
da RD 1, 21 chosen Nov. 20; George B. 
Becker of. Ridgebury Township, Mrs. 
Odessa Garris of Silvara and David A. 
Green of Neath, all chosen Nov. 22; Mrs. 


Helen Murdock of Columbia Cross Roads, 
selected Nov. 25, and Hanford Hall, Mrs. 
Joan Marafee and Mrs. Gertrude Hunting- 
ton, chosen Nov. 27. ie, 


۷ 





McKenna 


When jury examination started Wednes- 
day morning, 18 prospective jurors were in 
attendance from the special panel of 50 
reporting Tuesday morning, Nine of the 18 
were examined so only nine were left at 
the close of the process, 

Early Wednesday afternoon, Judge Wil- 
liams conducted a brief session on proce- 
dures to be followed in the trial. Present 
were the defendant and his attorneys, 
Thomas Walrath and William Hebe of 
Wellsboro, and Lonnie Frawley of Towan- 
da; District Attorney Arthur Shuman. 
Present also, as they have been through 
the jury selection, were Mrs. Vera McKen- 
na, mother of the defendant, and members 
of the family of Sharon Coston, the 16-year- 
old girl Gerard McKenna is charged with 
raping and murdering about Oct. 24, 
1973—her parents, Mr. and Mrs. Gene 
Coston of Sayre, her sister, Sherry Coston 
Lee, and Sherry’s husband, George Lee. 

In the opening phases of the afternoon 
session, Judge Williams denied the motion 
made by Attorney Walrath for the removal 
of Special Assistant District Attorney 
Arthur Shuman from the case. He said that 
in his opinion, the ruling published in The 
Bar Quarterly does not apply in this 
instance and further declared that he 
would hand down a more detailed, written 
opinion and would in addition file a report 

of his action with the appropriate Disci- 
plinary Board on Judicial Conduct. 

Attorney Walrath also asked that the 
jury be sworn in Wednesday afternoon but 

the court denied the request, saying that it 
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will be sworn in just prior to the opening of 
the trial Friday morning at 9:30. 

Тһе. 14 jurors had their Thanksgiving 
dinner at the Towanda Motel—’ ‘their 
home away from home." They were told 
they could go some other place but elected 
to stay there, On Wednesday evening they 
attended the ecumenical Thanksgiving 
service at SS. Peter and Paul Church here. 
The tipstaves who supervise them report 
the jurors to be a very ingenious, congenial 
and co-operative group of people. For 
exercise and to break the monotony of 
close confinement, they have been taken 
on walks; have had popcorn parties, and 
have been taught square-dancing. They 
have enjoyed stereo music from equip- 
ment provided by Cal Sparrow, one of the 
tipstaves, who also showed slides of a trip 
he took to Europe a few years ago. The 
twelfth juror, Hanford Hall, is a guitar 
player and his guitar is sequestered with 
him. Birthdays and anniversaries are not 
neglected and one juror was amused when 
she got word from her granddaughter that 
“we won't open the Christmas presents 
until you get home." One of the tipstaves, 
Mrs. Gladys Oliver, is a beautician and 
has been aiding some of the women jurors 
with care of their hair. George Becker of 
Ridgebury Township, one of the jurors, 
has been applying his skills as a barber to 
improve the appearance of some of his 
fellow jurors. ? 

It is understood that the jurors will be 
brought to the court house this morning in 
a school bus. 
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ng a statement made 

ing his testimony ЕУ а[- 
ternoon, Dr. John A. Kelly, as- 
sistant pathologist at the Robert 
Packer Hospital-Guthrie Clinic, 
in Bradford County Court testi- 
fied this morning that Sharron 
Coston could have been dead as 
Jong as a week. He had previous. 
ly stated that she could have been 
dead only 48 hours before ber 
body was found, 


cerning his provisional autopsy 
diagnosis, Dr. Kelly was inter- 
rupted by Special Assistant Dis- 
trict Attorney Arthur R. Shuman, 
Who said the doctor was not call- 
‘ed as nor qualified as an “opin- 
ion witness.” 

Judge Evan Williams overruled 
the objection after a brief con- 
ference in his chambers, and Dr. 


ton had died of strangulation and 
had been a victim of physical 
and sexual assault, 


he stated that death had been 
caused by the application of a 


cord about the neck and that his 
Mrs. Ruth G. Laufe, chief of internal examination had 


histo-chemistry at the Allegheny | ed по trace of drugs or alcohol 

County Coroner's Office, then took | He further estimated that Miss 
the stand and testified the рар | Coston had dead about 48 | 
smears taken from the body of | hours when he first saw the ђоду, | 
Miss Coston indicated that the girl | but adder that others disagree, 
had had recent sexual intercourse Following Dr. Kelly's testimo 
Kelly was allowed to answer (ће | prior to her death. ny, court was adjourned at 6:70 
question. He responded by saying] She was then excused and Dr, 
that, in his opinion, Sharron Cos- Kelly was recalled, at which time 






















reveal 


been 





p.m., reconvening this morning at 


Under extensive questioning by 9 o'clock. 


Thomas Walrath, defense а ог; Ls | — 
ney for Gerard P. McKenna, ас | = 

cused of the girl's murder, Dr. | 

Kelly explained that he had com- | 

pared tissue samples with slides , 

containing samples from other 
dead bodies that had been ex- 
posed to similar weather. He also 
based his findings on the small 
Amount of dehydration of Miss 
Coston's body, the firmness of her 
Skin and the condition of her in- 


At press time today, Dr, Rob- 
егі L. Catehma, a pathologist who | 
[15 assistant medical examiner for 
the City of Philadelphia, was be. 
ing cross-examined by prosecut- 
[ing Attorney Schuman, 
| 
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ternal organs. GENE 
On Friday, Dr. Kelly, who per- 
formed an autopsy on the body of PALUZZI 







l6-year-old Sharron Coston Nov. 








3, 1973, told the court that he 
had found various marks on the |! 
body, including linea] marks | ' ase 
around the neck, and that the |! е prospective jurors as | 
nipples of her breasts had been | ‘ bs both Haas 
5 5 А е т 
E ies off. He also said that her I (to coin a football term) in the Gerard McKen- 
| за hair had removed “in an па murder case. | 
К =; irregular manner,” ^ probably А The past two weeks at Towanda have been an experience. | 
| While she was still alive; many The county is paying the Whole shot. This means the two law- 
| Of the bruises and lacerations | yers for the offense and the three on defense. 
| on the body were caused During the first few days of jury selection there were 130 
у | after death. He added that he || од pne anaes ош various parts of the county milling around 
а ike sheep, a per day plus mileage. 
| iu B came aE pl as _ The average number questioned per day was about eight. | 
| d on ЊЕ findi n у ar neamt the rest stood around and then went home tọ return 
eported indin d | another day, 
At one point. while preparing | It appears to make sense to have all report the first day for 
to answer a question by Defense ‘instructions and then notify about 20 to report each day there- | 
| Attorney Thomas Walrath con- after. This would leave the balance free to live a norma] pattern | 
J | ; until it was their turn. 
Ў Тһе questioning by lawyers on both sides was Slow апа! 
У S tedious and by the end of two weeks I believe I could have con- | 
( «5 IVU 4 ducted the interrogation, The same questions — day after day. 
^ s УЉЕ А Yu f Let’s not take this Statement wrong. If I were sitting their 
` > C м r accused I'd want to know everything there was to know about 
(hose who would be serving on the jury and this would include 
> ~ ~ р ү | their blood type, 
| ay p7 4 о, / Mee 7 The lawyers and judges had enough conferences that would 
B, ) LA # i / have done Justice to football coaches. The contrast in 
i 


| lawvers 
is about as extreme as any humans can be. 


Art Shuman and Maury Epstein for 
rapid fire , , , Tom Walrath, Bill Hebe 
become masters of the delay on defense. 

t the moment there isn't much we 
| Your eyes open and read all about the case with the date Noy. ] 
А fixed in your mind, Remember the name Johnny Rogers. 
bi. Other dates to remember are May 28, 1967 and the location 

of New Orleans, Read all you can When it comes out in court 

| about June 26, 1973 in Woodlawn, N. У. Finally a date in late | 
(Oct, 1973 and Lackawana, N, Y. will help as you follow the case 
a | Тће Commonwealth appears confident but the track record 
EC. of ы courta 104 days leaves much to be desired. — 

n Minneapolis, a man recently got five fears for sienino 
somebody else's name to a check, while that same day thats 
| slaughter," another man only two years for first-degree man- 
5 INE | In Chicago last year the 
| A ая ho Were реет Were indicted, 
fa ay BAU to trial, Only thre 


Columnist Paul H 


4 | Ше Commonwealth are 
and Lonnie Frawley have 
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| 





Can write about. Keep | 





re were 405,841 reported crimes. 
And of the fewer-than. 


e out of 100 ever went 


arvey describes it best. 


| He write: he 
revolving door es that 


you have to keep 


^: | because the Courthouse has a 
| your doors locked and bolted, 
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а ру: torney Walrath as to 
BE АНЕ ле ds Ко 1, 1973 арома 
m iharon's grave marker when she d у 
ү Ос!. 28 1973 Мгз. пл омей c 
did not know that Sharon Bt on M 
free 4 P 
ар н through investiga- 
н npe and Johnny Rogers, 
'eousin dated each other, Mrs. Coston 
appeared incensed and replied in the 
тд She said they went ош with 
ups of friends to football games and did 
` 4disclose that once Johnny “got smart 
with Sharon but she put him in his place 
‘and he apologized, saying it would not 
| sk Пре Rogers was still wel- 
ome іп the Coston home as а member of 
family, Mrs. Coston replied in the 
irmative. Asked if Johnny had been 
barred from a wedding in the family this 
past year, Mrs. Coston said ‘‘yes’’ and 
explained that it was feared that some 
members of the family would resent 
Johnny's presence since they felt he had 
not come forward with all he knew about 
Sharon's death. She also said that she 
understands now that Johnny is afraid of 


McKenna. 
Asked if Sharon stayed away from home 


E all night at various times, Mrs. Coston said 
|- that she did just once. 
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iy 
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> 
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The morning court session ended at 


— * | 12:40 p.m. and the afternoon session got 
| — ' underway at 2 with the calling of Dr. John 


~ 


Prk: 


| А. Kelly of the Packer Hospital-Guthrie 
. Clinic staff as a witness. 
' Dr. Kelly is an associate pathologist at 
‚ the Packer and it was developed that he 
| performed a post mortem autopsy on 


died the day she disappeared rather than 
Shortly before her body was found nearly a 
week later, 
Nearly the whole of the Second day of the 
Tape-murder tria] of Gerard P. McKenna 
Was spent in trying to determine the date of 
. the death of Miss Coston for which McKenna 
, has been charged. 
—.. Two expert Witnesses, Dr. John A. Kelly, 
— a Clinical and anatomical Pathologist at 
_ Packer Hospital, and Dr. Robert L, Cather- 
| man, a forensic Pathologist and deputy 
Medical examiner with the Philadelphia 
| Department of Public Health, offered tes- 
timony during the unusual Saturday. session, 
. . Kelly, who was first called to the Witness 
| sland Friday, said that based on the findings. 


^— 


oO 


О р ` | | j | 





| ТОМАМРА—бћагоп J. Coston may ћауе 


(‘Continued from page one) 


| oston at the hospital on Nov. 3, 
| 15 Di Kelly told of various ma b Ae 
| body; told of her hair being ju de 5 
| "irregular manner," of linea эм 
| around her neck; of the nipples v 
breasts being cut off. He said + ЈЕ 
believed that her hair was p uw ra 
/ but many о | 
| deed ас were caused after dea th. 
| Не said he made an external T 
' tion of the body as y Е ЊЕ: internal a 
| all of his findings. 
ужа ке was examined үза! fey 
Attorney Shuman on various phases 0 : 
autopsy and then thoroughly cross 
examined. He was also presented P 
| ous photographs to comment on and identi- 


fy 


Asked under cross-examination what his 
provisional autopsy diagnosis was, te 
Kelly_started to reply and Attorney S A 
man interposed, saying that Dr. Kelly ha 

only been called to give his testimony of a 
clinical nature and to tell only what ће 
found. He said that Dr. Kelly was not 
called as an opinion witness, not being 50 
qualified. Then followed а conference in 
chambers after which Judge William re- 
jected Attorney Shuman’s objection and 
-Attorney Walrath again asked Dr. Kelly 
what his provisional diagnosis was and the 
witness responded by saying that in his 


of his autopsy of Miss Coston’s body, he at 
first believed she died 24 to 48 hours before 
her body was discovered, 

“My opinion has changed,” Kelly said, 
noting that some time after the autopsy was 
completed and signed, law enforcement of- 
ficials investigating the case suggested to 
him that Miss Coston might have died some 
five or six days earlier. 

Kelly said that based on his readings and 
further study of the evidence, "I would have 
to revise my opinion," Death could ћауе 
occurred five or six days before discovery of 
the body, he ваја, | 

Dr. Catherman concurred with Dr, Кеј. 
ly's opinion that Miss Coston died of Stran- 

gulation coupled with physical and sexual 
assault. 





opinion, Sharon Coston had died of Wes 
ulation and had been the victim of physica 
and sexual assault. 


Mrs. Ruth Laufe, chief of histo- 
chemiesry in the laboratory of the Alle: 
għeny County coroner, Pittsburgh, was 
called to give testimony on various 
exhibits brought to her involving Sharon 
Coston by Trooper David Brubaker of the 
State Police detail here. Mrs. Laufe 3 
expert testimony was of a very private, 
personal nature and at its conclusion, she 
was excused and Dr. Kelly was recalled to 
the stand. He said that death was due to 
the application of a ligature about the neck 
which he thought was a little broader than 
a Venetian blind cord. He also disclosed 
that his internal examination of the body 
revealed no trace of alcohol or barbitu- 
ates. Asked if a wound visible on Sharon’s 
left wrist might have been caused by an 
animal, Dr. Kelly replied in the negative. 
He said that when he first saw the body, he 
thought Sharon had been dead about 48 
hours. It was indicated that others have a 
different view of this opinion. 


Dr. Kelly was still on the stand when 
court adjourned at 6:30 last night. He is 
expected to resume his testimony when 
court convenes at 9 o'clock this Saturday 
morning. 


The Philadelphia physician said, how- 
ever, that in his opinion “the interval of 
death would be more close to five to six days 
than to two days” from When the body was 
found. 

When questioned by defense lawyer 
Thomas A, Walrath as to the significance of 
the date of death Catherman said he was 
never told that the only date the defendant 
could have committed the crime was Oct. 28. 
1973, the day the girl disappeared from her 
home, 

Catherman said his Opinion that Miss 
Coston died shortly after she left home was 
based in part on What was found in her 
gastrointestinal tract during the autopsy. 

Pieces of undigested corn were found and 
Miss Coston was known to have aten corn 


other, but the presence of the corn 


girl died 5-6 days before found 


| 


only a few hours before she was last 
alive by her family. 


Catherman said the time of the digestive 
process differs from one indi idual to an- 
would 
tend to fix the time of death nearer to when 
she disappeared than to when her body was 
found. 


Catherman said too that the recorded 
weather temperature during the week in 
question allowed him to believe the body 
could have been lying where it was found for 
longer than 48 hours, although it still showed 
ahigh degree of preservation. 

Kelly originally based his 24 to 48 hour 
estimate on the degree of Preservation, the 
Packer doctor said during his testimony. 





Jolin Rogers of Sayre, a first 
cousin of Sharron Coston and who 


| 'Rogers--- 


(Continued from Page 1) 


‘ | general direction of the McKenna 

| home. 

ш Rogers said he was able to 

3 rack the car by cutting between 

I | houses on North Elmer Ave. He 

А ' added that ће thought it was an 

j unusual path for the car to fol- 

| | low, as McKenna was supposed- 

| ly heading for Wilawana to pick 
| ир the drug Sharron had request- 
® | ed. Rogers thén told the court he 
1 | walked around in downtown Sayre 
| БА a half hour to 45 minutes, 
then out of curiosity made his 
| way to the McKenna residence. 
| Arriving at the home on Wil- 
bur Ave., he saw McKenna’s car 
in the garage and noted that there 
was a light on in an upstairs 
1 | bed room of the house. He then 
| entered the residence, went up- 
|stairs and found McKenna with 
| Hs cousin. 

Rogers admitted under exten- 

sive questioning that he had been 
questioned on four separate oc- 

asions by police and Public De- 
| fender Lonnie Frawley, but had 
lied because he was ashamed of 
running away and not helping his 
cousin. Under Attorney Shuman's 
examination, he said that his tes- 
timony this morning was “the ex- 
act truth.” 

A 20-minute recess was called 
and as of press time today, Rog- 
ers was being cross examined 
by Thomas Walrath, defense at- 
torney. 

According to testimony given 
Saturday afternoon by Dr. Rob- 
ert L. Catherman, pathologist and 
deputy medical examiner for Phil- 
adelphia County, the time of Miss 
Coston’s death was closer to five 
and one- half days prior to her 
body’s discover у then the 48 hours 
previously sct forth by Dr, John 
Kelly of the Robert Packer Hos- 
pital, 

‚ Kelly had earlier amended his 
testimony, however, extending the 
period to one week, based on the 
comparison of tissue samples 
with those from bodies in similar 
condition and consideration of the 
elements and their effects on the 
body. 
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having sexual rela- Her 
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Under questioning by Thomas 
Walrath, defense attorney, Dr. 
Catherman said that in his opin- 
ion the cuts and lacerations on 
the girl's body were inflicted af- 
ter death and that an injury to 
the left arm could have been caus- 
ed just ras to or at the time 
of death. Sexual assault may have 
come after, before, or at the time 
of death, he said, and the nip- 
ples may have been removed 
from her breasts at or near the 
time of death. 

He further stated that death 
had been due to ligature strangu- 
lation, although at no time did 
he view Miss Coston's body. Since 
first being contacted about the 
case early in 1974, he has stud- 
ied the autopsy report, var- 
ious photographs of the body, vis- 
ited the site where the body was 
found and questioned the investi- 
Baers officers extensively before 

rawing any conclusions, he said. 

Reference was also made to the 

ennifer Hill murder case tried 
fin the Lycoming County Court at 
' Williamsport. There was much si- 
military to that case and the 
onë involving Sharron Coston. 
Jennifer Hill disappeared from 
home and her body was subse 
quently found, an arrest made 
and a conyiction obtained. Dr. 
Catherman gave expert testimony 
in that case dealing with the time 
of death, Attorney Walrath point- 
ed out that a new trial is being 
sought on the basis that there 
sible error in the time 


| 
| 
| 





Was а pos 
of death. 
| Last to testify Saturday was 
| Gary Murrelle of Sayre, а cyto- 
| technologist at the Packer Hos- 
pital, He was on the witness stand 
but a short time, testifying as to 
the identification of: slides of tis- 
sue and smears taken from the 
that Dr. Kelly gave him the slides 
body of Sharron Coston. He said 
in question, that he (Murrelle) 
processed them and turned them 
over to Trooper David Brubaker 
of the State Police Investigative 
(еат, 

Trooper David Brubaker of the 
Pennsylvania State Police at То. 
Wanda was the first witness call- 
| ей to the-stand this morning and 

stated that on Nov. 10, 1978, he 
went to the Robert Packer Пос. 
pital where he picked up speci- 
men slides in connection with the 
death of Miss Coston. Це took 
these to Pittsburgh Nov. 15 for 
further analysis and lesting by 


medical experts, 
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| “Rogers Claims He Saw Sharron 
` “And McKenna іп Bed Together 


ard Р. 
this morning that he actually saw 
is expected 10 be one of the star the 
ү witnesses for the Commonwealth 

in the rape-murder trial of Ger- 


ing on her back, naked, and Me 
Kenna was on top of her, also 
naked. Her eyes were staring at 
the ceiling and she made no sound 
as Г entered the bedroom," ће 
continued, 
Under further 
tion by Prosecuting 
thur Shuman, Rogers 
that McKenna jumped up, seized 
a butcher knife from a nearby 
table and chased him from the 
room, down the stairs and out 
of the house. “Т stopped by the 
garage and MeKenna stopped by 
the back stairs,’ still naked. He 
threatened to kill me and my sis- 
ter if I talked," he added. 
Relating the which led 
up to the bedroom confrontation, 
Rogers stated that earlier the 
|morning of Oct. 28 he and Me- 
Kenna were having coffee togeth- 
er at the home of Rogers’ grand- 
on Lehigh Ауе, At about 


cross examina- 
Altorney Ar- 
testified 


events 


| mother 


10:30 a.m., he said, Sharron, who 
lived upstairs, came down and 
asked if they « could лет a drug 





called “choi 
M OE арте ed 


e mescz 
and set up a meet- 
ht behind 











ing for 7 p.m. that ni 








the Super Duper market, two 
| doors from the Coston home. The 
two men then drove around the 
Valley in a station wagon witl 
McKenna at the wheel until 5:30 
p.m. 

Accol с as they 
vaited market prior 
to 7 p.m. a ordered hir 
from the car and instructed hir 
tO со across to Eas 
Sayre, Rog he went 
to the track urned and 





to witness Share 


hid behind a bu 
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up t \ in St., where 
|he tumed left, then right onto 
Elmer Ave, and then left again 
onto Cayuga St, which is the 
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was по court on Thanksgiving day and the 
taking of testimony was started Friday 
morning, continuing through Saturday, 
It is the contention of the Commonwealth 
of Gerard Р. McKenna, 4j, that Miss Coston was slain Sunday night, 
arges of raping and ct. 28, 1973. Her nude and defiled body 


1 lica] testimony dominated 
: y's session of the trial in county 
on 








“murdering ron Coston, 16, al was found Saturday morning, Nov. 3, at 
тігу тучи October or early ХУ cali about 11 o'clock in a field about 15 feet 
ago. | from а macadam road in the Blue Swan 


‘The prosecution attempted to show when Airport area, the discovery being made by 
| EE Siye Pigh Shri ваја died and what Jack Vanderpool, 23, of Sayre RD 2, who 
' caused her death. was hunting at the time. The top half of the 
. Saturday's court Session, over which body, Vanderpool testified Friday, was 
| Judge Evan S. Williams presided, was Covered with a green plastic bag. 

Scheduled to start at 9 o'clock in the Mrs, Eugene Coston of Sayre, Sharron’s 
Cm ng büta ctually did not get underway mother, testified Friday that the girl left 
у rly 10 o'clock. It adjourned at 4:15 their home Sunday night, Oct. 28, a year 
‚ o'clock and the trial will be resumed this — 360, saying that she wanted to get some 
Monds, cigarettes. That was the last time the 


Coston family saw Sharron alive. The next 


- Thetrial will be goin into its third k 
ja кое ie time Mrs. Coston saw Sharron, she 
testified, was when she was called to the 


morgue at the Robert Packer Hospital on 


Е, 


today. Selection of the jury was Started the 
_ morning of Nov. 18 and was not completed 
\ until noon on Wednesday, Nov. 21. There 


дыка ‚ Nov. 3 to identify the body. 

A On Friday afternoon, Dr. John Kelly, 
TE _ Pathologist at the Packer Hospital under 
E^ _ the supervision of Dr. A.B. King, deputy 
d i coroner of Bradford County, testified that” 
а. 


һе performed a complete autopsy on 
Me. Sharron's body and on the report of his 
findings stated that she had been dead 48 
; | hours when he examined her. `` 


May Prove Crucial Later 





Called to the stand as the first witness 
Saturday morning, Dr. Kelly submitted to 
re-direct examination by Special Assistant 
District Attorney Arthur Shuman of 
Philadelphia. Dr. Kelly said that when he 
formed the opinion she had been dead 48 
hours before the autopsy was performed, 
he based this opinion on the firmness of the 
skin, the very moderate dehydration and 
the remarkable preservation of the 
internal organs. 


Asked by Attorney Shuman Saturday if 
his opinion as to the time of death had 
changed, „Dr. Kelly replied in the 
affirmative. He said that he had been 
forced to think about his original opinion, 


( f^ 


and that he now thinks it entirely possible 
that the body laid out for about a week. He 
said that he compared slides of tissues 
from other bodies dead longer than 48 
hours, and did considerable reading on the 
subject. 

"From my study," Dr. Kelly said 
Saturday, “I confess that the body could 
have been dead longer than I originally 
thought-from 48 hours to six or seven 
days". 

Questioned by Attorney Thomas 
Walrath of Wellsboro, chief defense 
counsel, Dr. Kelly said he talked with Dr. 
King and State Police officers assigned to 


(SEE McKENNA, page eight) 
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` thecase and they brought out that Sharron 

` could have been dead longer than 48 hours 

| when the autopsy was performed. Не 
again said that slides of tissues taken from 

* other bodies, when compared with those 
taken from Sharron's body, make it 
possible for him to extend the time from 48 
hours fo a longer period. 


“Did anyone suggest to you the number 
of days the body could have been dead?”’, 
Attorney Walrath asked. ''Yes, the 
number was six to seven days", Dr. Kelly 
answered, and again said that the 
suggestion was made by Dr. King and 
the State Police. He also indicated that 
weather elements, such as rain and 
temperature, would have an effect on the 


body. 


Asked if it were possible that the body 
could have been kept some place else and 
not outdoors in the weather, Dr. Kelly 
stated that it was a very possible 
consideration. 


Dr. Kelly also testified Saturday that in 
his opinion the wounds on Sharron's body 
were made after death and that the large 
tear of skin around the left wrist is 
consistent with being caused by a rope at 
or near the time of death. 


s Next to testify was Dr. Robert L. 
Catherman of Rydel, Pa., deputy medical 
examiner for the County of Philadelphia, 
Department of Public Health, and also a 
certified forensic pathologist--a profession 
that deals with the study of how injuries 
affect the body. 


Under direct examination by Attorney 
Shuman, Dr. Catherman stated that he 
was first contacted about the Coston case 
in the early months of 1974 and that. last 
June he was approached by Mr. Shuman 
relative to the case. 

Dr. Catherman testified that at no time 
did he see Sharron Coston's body, but has 
studied the autopsy report, the various 
photographs of the body, visited the scene 
where the body was found, talked to the 
investigating officers, and by putting the 
medical input and the non-medical input 


"together formed the opinion that at the 
і 


time Sharron Coston’s body was found she 


_had been dead from five to six days, rather 


"than the inside limit of two days. The 
| contents of the stomach and the digestive 


т 


| | 
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(Continued from page one) 
tract helped in forming that opinion, he 
declared. 

Under intense cross-examination by 
Attorney Walrath, Dr. Catherman again 
said that he visited the scene where the 
body was found, though considerably 
later, studied reports of the weather at 
that time, studied the photos thoroughly, 
had the benefit of reports from various 
investigators, reviewed Dr. Kelly’s report 
on the autopsy and heard him testify, and 
talked about the case with associates in the 
medical examiner’s office in Philadelphia. 

Asked as to the cause of Sharron 


Coston’s death, Dr. Catherman said it was 
due to ligature strangulation associated 
with physical and sexual assault. He said 
that the sexual assault could have been 
forcible. 

During his cross-examination of Dr. 
Catherman, Attorney Walrath declared 
that the time of death is a material issue in 
this case and the witness, after again 
listing the reasons for his opinion, said 
Sharron had been dead at least two days at 
the time of the autopsy. 

When the afternoon court session got 
underway at 1:55 o’clock following a long 
conference in chambers between Judge 
Williams and involved attorneys, Dr. 
Catherman was back on the stand for more 
cross-examination by Mr. Walrath. The 
state of food found in the digestive tract 
that Sharron had consumed late Sunday 
afternoon, Oct. 28, 1973 was covered. Dr. 
Catherman said that in his opinion the cuts 
and lacerations on the body were inflicted 
after death and that the injury on the left 
arm could have been caused just prior to 
or at the time of death. Post-morten insect 
activity was also taken up, since this may 
also indicate time of death. 

Dr. Catherman gave the basis of his 
opinion as to the alleged sexual assault, 
discussed the binding of the forearms and 
the removal of the nipples. He said that the 
sexual assault may have been after, 
before, or at the time of death, and said 
that the nipples may have been removed at 
or near the time of death. 

Relative to the time of death, Attorney 
Walrath said that this is a vital issue, and 
Dr. Catherman indicated that in his 
opinion the time was closer to five and one- 
half days prior to Nov. 3, 1973 than the 48 
hours shown in the autopsy report. 

“Could you say Dr. Kelly was 


\ 


incorrect?” Attorney Walrath asked. 

At this, Attorney Shuman objected, 
saying that Dr. Kelly in his testimony 
Saturday morning had extended the time 
period of 48 hours he gave in his testimony 
Friday afternoon. 

Asked by Attorney Walrath if he were 
told that the only time the defendant, 
McKenna, could have committed the 
crime with which he is charged was Oct. 
28, Dr. Catherman said “No”. 

Reference was also made Saturday 
afternoon to the Jennifer Hill murder case 
tried in the Lycoming County Court at 
Williamsport. There was much similarity 
to that case and the one involving Sharron 
Coston. Jennifer Hill disappeared from 
home and her body was subsequently 
found, an arrest made and a conviction 
obtained. Dr. Catherman gave expert 
testimony in that case dealing with the 
time of death. Attorney Walrath pointed 
out-that a new trial is being sought on the 
basis that there was a possible error in the 
time of death. 

Last to testify was Gary Murrelle of 
Sayre, who is employed as a cyto- 
technologist at the Packer Hospital. He 
was on the witness stand but a short time, 
testifying as to the identification of slides 
of tissue and smears taken from the body 
of Sharron Coston. He said that Dr. Kelly 
gave him the slides in question, that he 
(Murrelle) processed them and turned 
them over to Trooper David Brubaker of 
the State Police investigative team. 

Court adjourned at the close of 
Murrelle’s testimony and is to convene 
again this Monday morning at 9. 

There were a number of conferences 
Saturday in Judge Williams' chambers as 
well as side bar conferences. During some 
of them, the jurors were taken from the 
courtroom. There are 14 of them-12 
regular jurors and two alternates. They 
are sequestered at the Towanda Motel and 
make the journey back and forth from the 
courthouse to the motel by bus. 

The witnesses in the case are not 
permitted in the courtroom until they give 
testimony, being sequestered in various 
courthouse rooms, This is done so they will 
nothear each other testify. Excluded from 
this regulation, however, are members of 
the Coston family; expert witnesses such 
as Dr. Kelly and Dr. Catherman; some 
state police officers Mrs. and Mrs. Vera 
McKenna, the defendant's mother. 








— MÀ ——— ——————— —— —————— 











> 








Witness Provides Startling 
Testimony In Murder Cas 





| Says He Saw Nude McKenna In Bed With Nude, Missing, 
| | Motionless Sharron Coston; Says McKenna Threatened 


| 
| To Kill Him, His Sister If He Talked 


| By ASH MERRILL Shuman in the morning and then for cross- 
» | examination by Attorney Thomas Walrath 
With the testimony of John Rogers\of of Wellsboro, chief defense counsel, late in 
Sayre, who was the first cousin of Sharron 
| Coston, Sayre High School junior whose 
defiled body was found in an Athens Town- 
ship field on Nov. 3, 1973, the Common- 
| wealth on Monday directly linked Gerard 
McKenna, also of Sayre, to Sharron’s 
death. 
| McKenna is charged with the murder 
and rape of the Coston girl, who was 16 
years old when slain. McKenna is being 
tried before Judge Evan S. Williams in 
county court here. Selection of the jury in 
the case started Monday, Nov. 18. The 
_ taking of testimony started Friday, Nov. 
127549: 
| The presentation of Rogers yesterday by 
the Commonwealth was certainly the most 
dramatic moment of the trial to date and 
he was on the stand during most of the day, 
first for direct examination by Special 
Assistant District Attorney Arthur Б. 












| 
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M = Apart 


_ Mr. and Mrs. Gene Coston, 
‘Parents of the victim, Sharron 
Coston, leave court here 
yesterday tightly clutching 
| hands. 
| (Daily Review Photo 


By Gene Daly) 


the morning and during much of the 
afternoon, He was being cross-examined 
when court adjourned at 4:15 Monday 
afternoon and this will be resumed when 
court convenes this morning at 9 o'clock. 
It was during Attorney Shuman's direct 
examination that Rogers dropped his 
bombshell-that he saw Sharron Coston on 
her back on a bed in the McKenna home 
with Gerard McKenna on top of-her. Both 
were nude, the witness stated, and Shar- 
ron’s arms appeared to be tied behind her 
head and there were strands of rope 
around her neck. She made no sound. 
Rogers declared, nor did he note any 
movement, on her part. Her eyes were 
staring at the ceiling. Rogers said that 
when McKenna noted his presence in the 
room, McKenna picked up a butcher knife 
about a foot long which was on a dresser 
near the bed and chased Rogers down the 
stairs. The witness said he ran outdoors, 
stopping at the garage, and McKenna, still 
in the nude, followed him outdoors and told 
him that if he told anyone about what he 
had seen he would kill him and his sister. 
Still under direct examination, Rogers 
said that he first saw McKenna on the 
tragic weekend in late October of 1973 on 
Saturday, Oct. 27, at 6 p.m, He said that 
McKenna was driving, Stopped his car and 
they talked. He said that McKenna had 
marks on his nose and left forehead and 
told him he got them in a barroom fight. 





Rogers said that the police called him 
the day Sharron was found and told him 
that Sharron's body had been found in a 
field Nov. 3. He said that he also talked to 
the police at the Sayre Police Station the 
following day and gave them a written 


(SEE McKENNA, page eleven) 
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Statement. Rogers stated that ће waited 
because he did not want McKenna to kill 
his sister and that he was ashamed of 
leaving Sharron. Johnny said he at that 
time told the police that he had chased 
McKenna out of the house and that he 
took the rope from around Sharron’s neck. 
These were falsehoods, he declared. 
Rogers also testified that he also talked 

to Attorney Lonnie Frawley of Towanda, a 

member of the defense legal team, at a 

restaurant in Sayre. They talked about the 

trial, Rogers said, and he lied to Mr. 

Frawley “because he was helping the guy 

that killed my cousin,” | 

Going into his past record under direct 
examination by Attorney Shuman, Rogers 

Said that he pleaded guilty to burglary in 

court here in 1970. The crime involved a 

meat market in Sayre and Rogers said he 

was outside serving as a ‘‘lookout’’ while 
another man was inside. Rogers said he 
was 17 at the time. He also testified that in 

May of 1965 he was before the Court and 

declared a juvenile delinquent, having 

been caught “raiding cabooses” at Sayre. 

He was 14 then, he said. 

On four occasions, Rogers said, he made 
statements about the Coston case-three to 
the police and one to Mr. Frawley, but he 
indicated that the statement he was mak- 
ing at the trial Monday was the first time 
that he told the entire truth about the 
tragic, sordid affair. 

The first witness to be called by the 
Commonwealth Monday morning was 
Trooper David Brubaker of the State 
Police detail here. He declared that on | 
Noy. 10, 1973 he went to the Packer 
Hospital to pick up slides relative to the 
Coston case which had been prepared at 
the hospital and on Nov. 15, 1973, drove to 
Pittsburgh where he went to the Allegheny 

County coroner's office and turned the 
slides over to Mrs. Ruth Laufe and her 
associates on the coroner's staff there. In 
court Monday he identified five of the 
slides presented by Special Assistant Dis- 
trict Attorney Shuman as from the seven 
he took to Pittsburgh. 

Under cross-examination by Attorney 
Walrath, Trooper Brubaker said he has 
been.a member of the State Police detail 
пеге since June 5, 1964. He said that he was 
assigned to the investigation of the Coston 
case on Nov. 5, 1973. He said that he went 
to the Packer Hospital to pick up the slides 
at the direction of a superior officer. He 

said that from Nov. 10, 1973 to Nov. 15, 
1973, he carried the slides in his brief case 


Н On the morning of Oct. 28, 1973 ich i 
the date that the Cortmonwealth alleys: 
Sharron was slain, Rogers said that about 
10:30 o'clock he went to the Coston home 
had a cup of coffee in the downstairs 
apartment of Sharron's grandmother and 
talked to Sharron. He said that Sharron 
wanted him to get for her some chocolate 
mescalene (a pill that makes a user 
"high". The witness said this is a drug 
commonly used by Sayre High School 
students. He said that he then went to 
Sayre, Waverly and Athens with McKenna 
in the latter's car, returning to Sharron's 
grandmother's home about 5 p.m. He said 
Sharron came downstairs and wanted to 
know “if I could get it” (the drug, mesca- 
lene). McKenna was seated at a table in 
the kitchen and the witness said arrange- 
ments were made to meet in an alley at 7 
p.m. back of the Sayre Super Duper Store 
which was not far from the Coston home, 
Rogers said that they drove to the alley 
in back of the Super Duper and McKenna 
told him to get out of the car and hide as it 
might be suspicious if the two men and 
Sharron were seen together. Johnny said 
that McKenna was driving a black Ford 
Station wagon with New York state plates. 
The witness said he got out of the car and 


В went behind a bush about 10 yards from a 


large trash receptacle. Rogers stated he 
waited there until the station wagon pulled 
out. He noted there were no headlights on. 
He stated that Sharron got in the car and it 
left in a northerly direction, the head- 
lights being turned on at the intersection of 
Allison Street and the alley. The car then 
turned left and went up Allison Street to 
Elmer Avenue when it turned right. 
After watching the car on its way, 
Johnny said he went downtown in Sayre 
for about 30 minutes to 45 minutes. He said 
that he believed McKenna was intending to | 
go toward Wilawana to get the drug 
Sharron wanted, and he got to thinking it 
unusual that the car turned in the direction 
he saw it. Rogers said that he then walked 
to the McKenna home and saw the black 
station wagon in the garage. He stated that 
he walked around the side and saw a light 
on in the upstairs bedroom of the defen- 
dant. There was also a light downstairs. 
"TI snuck into the hall and went up- 
stairs," Rogers said, to McKenna's bed- 
room and then he related what he saw 
happening on the bed. 
Attorney Walrath began his cross-exam- 
ination of Rogers at 11:25, touching in his 


and after returning from Pittsburgh, 
carried them in the brief case or kept them 
inhi wall locker at the. State Police 
‘barracks’ in North Towanda?” bringing | 
them to the trial when they were needed. 
Rogers followed Trooper Brubaker to 
the witness stand at 10:20 a.m. yesterday. 
In his opening testimony, he said he has 
| been attending the Breeden School of 
' Welding at Genesee, Pa., and gave that 
place as his address. He also disclosed that 
‚ he had known Gerard McKenna about 
three years and that Sharron Coston was 
his first cousin. 


ғ 


Opening on the witness’ education. He 
elicited the information that John com- 
pleted the ninth grade at Sayre High and 
dropped out of the 10th grade in the fall of 
1967. He also attended a machinist train- 
ing school at the Sayre Foundry for about a 
month in 1968. The witness also said that 
the Breeden Welding School he has been 
attending in Potter County is sponsored by . 
the Pennsylvania Department of Rehabili- 
tation. 


McKenna-- 


(Continued from page one) 


Attorney Walrath also learned through 
his cross-examination that Rogers at 
times lived in the woods with his dog; lived 
in a boxcar and in apartments occupied by 
friends, He also learned that students at 
the welding school often go home week- 
ends, and that Rogers did, too, making the 
trip by bus. Rogers indicated that he 
frequently missed classes when he did not 
make the connections with the bus for the 
return trip. 

At the time he met McKenna, Rogers 
said, both were on parole, and went to an 
office at 126 North Elmer Avenue with 
other parolees to check in with their 
supervisor. 

Asked if he knew where Sharron's maxi- 
coat was found, Rogers said that he did not 
know for sure, hearing only rumors. 
Rumor had it, he said, that the coat was 
found at a construction site near Wyalu- 
sing. 

Asked if in October and November of 
1973, he was wearing his hair in a ponytail, 
Rogers replied in the negative. He- also 
said he never wore a band around his head. 

Getting to the weekend of October 27-28, 
1973, Rogers said he met McKenna on 
Saturday, Oct. 27, and drove around the 
Valley with him, That night they spent in 
the station wagon, John going to the 
railroad boxcar where he lived at the time 


| to get blankets. On Sunday morning, Oct. 
| 28, he took the blankets back and about 


10:30 he and McKenna went to the apart- 
ment of Sharron's grandmother. 

Attorney Walrath went over the matter 
of Sharron asking for the mescalene, the 
girl telling Rogers that she wanted to get 
"high" before going to school Monday 
morning. He said that he had used the drug 
and had given Sharron half a tablet during 
the summer of 1973, but did not think she 
took it. He said he had smoked marijuana 
and that Sharron had smoked it at a 
concert in Sayre. He said that he did not 
supply ‘һе grass" to her as he could not 
afford it. 

During the closing of Monday morning's 
cross-examination, Rogers said that while 
he and McKenna were driving around 
Sunday afternoon, Oct. 28, they became 

N involved with a Waverly female. He said 
that they bought a six-pack of beer. The 
Waverly female drank but one, it was 
indicated. We had no ‘grass’, no wine, no 
whiskey," the witness said. 

The afternoon.court session started at 
1:30 with Rogers back on the stand for 
further cross-examination. He reviewed 
again the contacting of the Waverly fe- 
male, buying the beer, visiting a cafe in 
Waverly. Asked if he had spent several 
hours that day with the Waverly female, 
the witness said “No,” only about 15 
minutes. He said that he, McKenna and the 


Waverly female drove to the place in 
Athens “where the kids have parties” and 
parked, He said he did not have sex with 
the Waverly female, and that he and 
McKenna took her back to Waverly and 
then returned to the McKenna home, Mrs. 
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Vera McKenna, Gerard's mother, was not 
home, Rogers said, as she had gone out of 
town on a trip. He said he had been to the 
McKenna home before, and had painted 
there once. He denied having once made 
the statement that he knew where the key 
to the home was and how to get it. 

At about 2 p.m, Monday, Rogers said he 
had not used drugs for a year. Attorney 
Walrath asked him another question, got 
halfway through it, and Attorney Shuman 
objected. Judge Williams and the attor- 
neys for both sides then went into the 
judge's chambers and the law library for a 
conference that lasted an hour and a-half. 
During this time, the jury was taken from 
the courtroom for sequestering in Court- 
room No. 2. 

When the conference was completed and 
the trial resumed, Attorney Walrath with- 
drew the question he was asking when 
Attorney Shuman objected. He then asked 
Rogers if on Oct. 28, 1973, he had two 
"hits" of mescalene. The witness said he 
only had one. 

“Is it possible that you were so far out 
you could not remember what happen- 
ed," the defense counsel asked. Rogers 
replied that he had the drug about 1 p.m. 
Oct. 28, 1973, and the beer at 4. 

Still under cross-examination, Rogers 
said he has been at O'Brien's Motel near 
Waverly for the past three weeks, "in 
protective custody because McKenna tried 
to have me killed." He said he never left 
O'Brien's at night to go out on his own. 

Asked where he got the tie he was 
wearing in court, the witness said Trooper 
John George of the State Police bought it 
for him a month and a-half ago. Trooper 

George also bought the white shirt he was 

wearing, Rogers said, having purchased 
two of them. 

Then followed extensive questioning as 
to when and how many times he talked to 
the police about the case. Some reference 
was also made by Attorney Walrath to 
Rogers’ having been beaten up for some 
remarks he had made. He told of having 
talks with the State Police about the case, 
the first being when Sharron's body was 
found. He said he gave the police three 
signed statements of which only certain 
parts were true. He said he was taken to 
Philadelphia about two months ago, being 
there for an evening and a part of the next 
day: He declared he was not interrogated 
by the police while in Philadelphia and 
gave no other statements to any police but 

the three he gave'at Sayre. 

At this point, Attorney Walrath request 
ed copies of the statements, Special Assist- 
and District Attorney Shuman immediate 
ly arose from 115 seat at the Common 
wealth table to give a set of the state 

| ments to Mr. Walrath that had bee 

demanded, and also gave a set (0 th 

Court. 

Judge Williams then adjourned the tri 
| until 9 o'clock this morning. 

With Attorney Walrath at the defen 
| table yesterday .was Attorney Lonr 

Frawley, one of his associates in the ca: 

The other associate, Attorney Willi: 

Hebe of Wellsboro, was in Harrisburg | 

business before the Commonwealth Cot 

District Attorney M. L. Epstein was v 

Special Assistant District Attor! 
| Shuman at the prosecution table. 
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.A murder trial is more than the 
presentation of evidence of alleged crime 
which the prosecution says involved the 
| taking of a human life. 

| 
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A murder trial is human life, as living, 
breathing human beings haggle over 

| points of law, or sit in judgment 'in a jury 
| box, or suffer as the story which touches 
their personal lives causes tears to flow. 
. For observers at the trial of Gerard Р. 
_ McKenna of Sayre, charged in the rape- 
| murder case of Sharron Coston of Sayre, а 
| murder trial is a chance to view extreme 
| 





human drama, and attempt to 
understand at least bits and pieces of it, if 
not figuring out the whole shebang. 

. Monday's court session was a short one 


|| by comparison to the proceedings of 


, Friday and Saturday. Sprinkled with 
| objections by the prosecution’s Arthur 
Shuman, and containing a 90-minute 
| recess while attorneys and Judge Evan S. 
, Williams figured out a point of law, the day 
| involved testimony by Trooper David 
| Brubaker of the Pennsylvania State Police 
| and Johnny Rogers of Sayre, who is a first 
| cousin to Sharron Coston and a sworn 

ı witness to the crime. 

_ By mid-morning, spectators’ faces were 
drawn with tedium as defense attorney 
Thomas Walrath of Wellsboro began his 
cross-examination of Rogers. His 
questions seemed pointed at the credibility 
of the story which Rogers had earlier 
unraveled under questioning from 
Shuman. 

As questioning proceeded, McKenna, 


. dressed well in a gray suit with flared, 


. cuffed trousers, occasionally clicked an 

. ink pen and moved it within his hands. His 
eyes were on Rogers and Walrath for the 
most part, but at times he seemed to be 
staring off in space at nothing in 
particular. 

| The defendant's mother, Mrs. Vera 

| McKenna, who has been present at every 

| Session since the jury selection began, sat 


_ in the second row of the public gallery and 
. fidgeted at different times during the day 


with a string of beads which hung around 
her neck. 
Attorney Lonnie Frawley, this county’s 


| public defender and a member of the 


defense counsel, sat most of the day at a 
desk moved close enough to the witness 
Stand to make it easy for him to jot 
testimony. Rogers spoke softly, and in the 
afternoon session a microphone and public 
address system were placed in front of the 
witness chair in order that everyone might 
hear the testimony. 

Lunchtime saw the action move to 
Schill’s Restaurant on Main Street, for the 
judge, Shuman, some court Officials, state 
police апе others attending the trial during 
the morning hours. 

Shuman, a giant of a man who smokes 
cigarettes, has been found to be a devotee 
of Tic-Tacs, a small mint candy, which he 
pops into his mouth regularly during the 


_ Courtroom sessions. Shuman. sat through 
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the cross-examination of Rogers quietly 
for the most part, conferring at times with 
Bradford County. District Attorney 
Maurice Epstein and making his bass 
voice echo through the. room when he 
voiced an objection to a question posed by 
Walrath, to object, or to the direction in 
whch the line of questioning appeared 
headed. On one such occasion, Shuman 
Shouted an objection to a question 
concerning the interrogation of Rogers ђу“ 
Sayre Police. Shuman contended that 
Rogers had testified to the fact that he had 
been questioned only by state police, but at | 
the Sayre Police station. Walrath 
responded with a plea to the judge which 
included the mocking phrase, ‘‘...what Mr. ` 
Shuman heard with his extra pair of ears.”’ 
After a brief discussion at the judge’s : 
bench, Walrath rephrased the question he 


had asked prior to the objection and . 


Shuman humorously made a part of the 
record the statement that he kad indeed 
heard what he thought he heard in Rogers’ 
testimony with “his extra pair of ears.” 

The jurors, twelve seated in the jury box 
and two in chairs on the left side of the box, 
Sat remarkably still during yesterday’s 
proceedings. Two jurors seemed to be 
immobile from the neck down as they 
assumed comfortable sitting positions 
when the afternoon session began and held 
that pose for the remainder of the day. 

According to two of the tipstaves, jurors 
pass the time during recesses by telling 
stories and jokes. The tipstaves did say 
that the room where the jury is kept during 
recesses and breaks had no heat yesterday 
and was quite chilly. 

The key figure in yesterday’s session, 
however, was John Rogers, a slightly 
heavyset young man with curly brown hair 
worn over his ears. Rogers swiveled the 
witness chair back and forth throughout 
most of the day, a habit which bothered 
some of the spectators. 


The spectators’ gallery which had quite 
a turnover during the afternoon session, 
used the court recess to their advantage, 
making a trip to the men’s or ladies’ room 
or grabbing a soda from the machine in the 
basement of the courthouse. From watch- 
ing closely the recesses for the past 
few days, one can tell when the court is 
getting ready to return to session. The 
presence of the sheriff, the prothonotary, 
or McKenna himself is the real key in what 
has become a "trial-watching science" for 
some individuals. 

Mr. and Mrs. Gene Coston were seated 
in the front row on the right side of the 
courtroom yesterday. With the slain girl's 
parents were the victim's sister, Mrs. 
Sherry Lee, and her husband, George. 
Hand holding was again a sign of the 
family's self-reliance during this time. 
Mrs. Coston seemed troubled during the 
90-minute delay and her husband led her 
from the courtroom and the couple sat 
down outside and had coffee. Earlier in the 
delay, Mr. Coston said that the delay was 
long enough for him to smoke a whole pack 
of cigarettes. Nervous chatter was 
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exchanged between Mr. Coston and some 
other people seated just outside the 
courtroom, Most of the talk centered on 
the weather, road conditions, hunting and 
employers. When talk turned to lunch fare, 
Mr. Coston expressed a preference for 
Schill's chili. 

But the idle conversation by all fails to 
take the cutting edge off the extreme 
drama, heavy emotions, or tenseness that 
Surrounds this chilling trial, 





PA., TUESDAY MORNING, DECEMBER 3, 1974 


| То the Editor: 


For what seems like weeks 
now, the MeKenna jury selection 
story has been the headlines on 
the front page of The Daily 
Review. Don’t you think its about 
time this story went to page two 
at least? 

There are other news worthy 
events happening every day that 
Should make the headlines on the 
front page of your paper: 

Sincerely yours. 

Rev. Joseph Т. Conboy 

Dushore, Pa. 

(Editor’s note: No, we consider 
the story of such interest and 
importance that we will continue 
carrying it at the top of page one 
in as much detail as possible.) 
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"McKenna Defense Attacks 
Credibility of Rogers Story 


and she made no sound as I en- 
tered the room." 

On the stand again as court 
opened this morning, Rogers, un- 
ceiling | der cross*examination, repeated 
-|his statements made yesterday, 
and said that on four different 
| occasion he feared for his life 
Varna the life of his sister. He said 








her head and rope around her 
neck. She was lying on her back 


charged with the rape-slaying of 
Miss Coston, yesterday revealed 
how he walked in on McKenna 
and the girl and found them nude 
in bed — “her hands tied behind 


ford County Court yesterday by 
John Rogers of Sayre, cousin of 
Slain Sharron Coston. 

Rogers, a star witness for the 
prosecution against McKenna, 


Gerard McKenna's chief де 
fense attorney, Thomas Walrath 
of Wellsboro, this morning contin- 
ued his attack on the credibility 
of the testimony given in Brad- 


and McKenna was on top of her, 


her eyes staring at the 











Mrs. Vera McKenna, Gerard's 
mother, was not at home, having | 





McKenna 


gone out of town on a trip, Ког: | 
ers told the court. He said that | 





| ће made the statements at that 


(Continued from Page 1) he had been to the McKenna 1. time “because I didn’t trust any- 

nded by the Pennsylvania home before, and had painted | added that he was (акеп S d body at the time,’ 
pou \ е ennsy there once, but denied having | 'adelphia about two mont 5 pu ft was algo revealed tall vers 
being there for A her ty S allezedly made a statement to a 


troopers so that it could be check- 
ed for possible blood and hair 
| samples, Trooper  Perechinsky 
said. 

Special Prosecutor Arthur Shu- 
man then produced four envelopes 
as evidence, said to contain hair 
samples found in various pants 
of the station wagon. But it wis 
not said whose hair samples the 
envelopes contained — as yet. 

On Nov. 23, 1973, Trooper John 
George, the prosecuting officer 


once made a statement that he 
| knew where the key to the home 
was and how to get it. 
At about 2 p.m., Rogers said 
that he had not used drugs for a 
| year, and Attorney Walrath start- 
ed to ask him another question 
but only got halfway through it 
when Attorney Shuman objected. 
Judge Evan S. Williams and the 
attorneys for both the defense and 
prosecution then went into the law 
library for a conference which 


part of the next day. He said he 
was not interrogated by police 
while there, and that he gave no 
other statements to police except 
the ones given at Sayre. 

At this point, Attorney Walrath 
requested copies of the state- 
ments and Attorney Shuman ob- 
Пред, and also gave copies to 
the judge. Judge Williams then 
(recessed the trial until this mam- 


ing. 


fellow worker while the two were 
| cutting wood about 10 miles from 
| the Valley on Nov. 2, 1973, that 
lhe “wondered what hé (McKen- 
na) did with Sharron's body and 
clothes." When asked to expand 
on this statement, Rogers said 
“That’s all the more reason that 
| the story I told you yesterday 
was true," referring to the way 
| ће found McKenna and the girl 
|in bed. 
Time and time again this morte 


who has undergone open heart last i 
Пи 
surgery and as a result cannot DERE. CUR каш nd tone half - Aime and tine agm ea 
testify at the trial, and Trooper k = CURA WAS у jing, | 52-е) д 
chi | taken from the court room and 3 Jl 2 | Rogers repeated that statement 
Perechinsky went back to Buffalo was sequestered in anoth Qo ^: Lo Hack Шри ас о ОЕ tonnes 
“to obtain blood and hair sam- о ai ег court пела: р MES пасе оа 
r , : | . cating lice n 
ples from McKenna. Perechin- | When a Ы Кык ee IU 
sky revealed how the police ob- cou resumed again, АЁ |, | Count ublic Defender Бош 
tained a court order, and, with torney Walrath withdrew Ње Frawley during the investigation 
the aid of Buffalo police, went question which he had started to were not true, and [als said that 
to the Erie County Holding Cen- ask earlier, but then asked Rog- 7, *MeKenna had the ability to kill 
ter where McKenna was in cus- ers if he had two “hits of mes- „= ^» A Aye A ay young teenage piri? АДА 
tody, took him to the E. J. Mey- caline on Oct, 28, 1973, to which (РАДИ тах 7 ا‎ | At 10:05 the cross-examination 
Е | of Rogers ended, and Trooper 


er Memorial Hospital for these 
tests, and then said that the re- 
sults of the tests were flown to 
Pittsburgh, Pa. where they were 
presented to the crime laboratory 
for analysis. 


the answer was “опе.” 9: 
“Ts it possible that you Were so 
far out that you could not re- 
member what happened,” the de- 
fense counsel asked. Rogers re- 
pled that he had the drug about 


| Joseph Perechinsky of the Brad- 
| ford County State Police was 
called to the stand. 
He told about he and another 
trooper from the Wyoming Bar- 
racks of the Pennsylvania State 


Court then recessed for noon 1 p.m. on Oct. 28, 1973, and the road. | | sylvania $ 
luncheon with Торе" Perechin- beer at 4 p.m. po ICT == | Police going to Buffalo, N. Y. for 
sky still on the stand. Still under cross-examination, | express purpose of locating 
| а 1971 Ford station wagon which 


During the closing of Monday 
morning's cross-examination  of' 
Rogers, it was revealed that while 
he and McKenna were driving 
around on Sunday afternoon, Oct. 
28, 1973, they became involved 
with a Waverly female. Rogers 
said that they bought a six-pack 
of beer and that the female drank 
but one beer. “We had no ‘grass, 
no wine, no whiskey," he said. 

Back on the stand following the 
luncheon recess, Rogers again re- 

1 viewed the contacting of the Wav- | 
erly female, buying the beer and 
visiting a Wayerly cafe. Asked if 
he had spent several hours with 
the female that day, he said, “по, 

only about 15 minutes." He said 
that McKenna and the Waverly 
female drove to a place in Ath- 
ens, "where the kids have par- 
ties,’ and parked. He said he did 


Rogers revealed that he has been 
staying at O'Brien's Inn in Way- 
erly for the past three weeks “‘in 
protective custody because Mc- 
Kenna tried to have me killed." 
He said he never left O'Brien's 
at night to go out alone, 

He was then asked where he 
got the tie and shirt he was wear- 
ing, and said that Trooper George 
bought them for him about a 
month ago. He said the trooper 
bought the tie and two white 
shirts, one of which he was wear- 
ing. 

Extensive questioning then fol- 
lowed as to when and how many 
times he talked to the police 
about the case, Some reference 

|was also made by Attorney Wal- 
| rather as to’ Rogers having been 
beaten up for some remarks he 
had made. Rogers told of talking 


~ 





{only certain parts were true, and 
| ' у. oe ——— — 


| 


was allegedly used by McKenna 
| during his stay in Sayre. 
It was revealed by the investi- 
gating officers that the station 
| wagon. was owned by an Alice 
| Bimmer, and was located at the 
‘home of Joseph McKenna at ıl 
| VanWyck St, Lackawanna, Jo 
seph is a brother of Gerard Ме 
Kenna. 
The machine was ordered it 





| (Continued on Page 5, Column 7 





Copies ) 


2 not һауе sexual relations with with the police about the 
‘the Waverly female, and that he case, the first being when 
and McKenna took her back to Sharron’s body was found. 
* Waverly and then returned to the He said that he gave the police ЈЕ 
.. McKenna home... ск. | three signed statements, of which a 
: 58 j ‹ хы ће " 
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By ASHTON MERRILL 


The Commonwealth called three state 
police investigators and а criminologist 
from the state police crime laboratory at 
Wyoming to the witness stand in county 
court here Tuesday in its effort to forge 
more links binding Gerard McKenna, 41, 
of Sayre to the killing of Sharron Jean 
Coston, 16, and also of Sayre, on or about 
Oct. 28, 1973. 

McKenna is charged with the rape and 
murder of the attractive blonde who was a 
junior at Sayre High School at the time of 
her death. His trial started before Judge 
Evan S. Williams on Monday, Nov. 18, 

when selection of the jury was begun. The 





insisting, however, that he was telling the 
truth in his account to the jurors. 
Attempting to shatter Rogers' credibility, 
Attorney Walrath went over the 
statements line by line, with the witness 
elling him that they were not all entirely 
rue though given under oath. 

It was developed that on Noy. 14, 1973 
togers was talking at the Sayre Police 
tation with Trooper John George and 
orp. Eugene J. Brennan about his 
sociation with McKenna and late that 
у сате to Towanda to give a signed 
atement under oath in the office of 
strict Attorney M.L. Epstein on the 
= promise that he would not go to 


teading from portions of the Nov. 14 
tement, Attorney Walrath brought out 
t Rogers was at the home of Sharron's 
ndmother at 5 p.m. Oct. 28, 1973, when 
rron was called to the phone. Sharron 
| called Rogers to the bedroom, asking 
1 to get her some mescalene (a drug), 
ers then left the home of Sharron's 
dmother with McKenna, the latter 
Dg to the corner of Lehigh Avenue. 
е, according to the statement of Nov. 
73, McKenna told Rogers to go to the 
mna home for the night as his | 
er, Mrs. Vera McKenna, was not _ 
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presentation of testimony before that jury, 
composed of six men and eight women, 
started on Nov. 29. Two of the women on 
the jury are alternates, 

Commonwealth evidence introduced 
Tuesday had to do with taking of hair and 
blood samples from both the defendant 
and the victim ; the taking of hair Samples 
from the black Ford station wagon 
McKenna was said to be driving in the 
Valley on Oct. 27 and 28, 1973; the taking of 
hair samples at the McKenna home in 
Sayre; and the taking of swabs of blood 
Spots in the McKenna home. It was 
testified that all of the samples were 
removed to the state police crime lab at 
Wyoming and then transferred to a crime 


Referring to the statement, Attorney 
Walrath brought out that Rogers had told 
the state police that he went to the 
McKenna garage, got the key to the house, 
unlocked the door and entered. McKenna 
had told where he could get the key. There 
was no car in the garage and none was 
around. Rogers got on a couch and went to 
sleep. About an hour later he heard 
Someone come into the house. He did not 
look to see who it was but thought it to be 


| McKenna. Whoever came іп went upstairs 


to sleep and Rogers resumed his sleeping. 
About 8:15 the next morning (Monday, 
Oct. 29, 1973) Rogers returned to the home 
of Sharron's grandmother where Mrs. 
Gene Coston, Sharron’s mother, asked him 
if he had seen Sharron, gave him а photo of 
her, and asked him to look around and see 
if anyone had seen her. 

It was also developed by reference to the 
statement that during the week of Oct. 29- 
Nov. 1, Mrs. Coston asked Rogers about 
Sharron, and he told no one what he knew 
about McKenna being with Sharron. 

Attorney Walrath also indicated that 
prior to Nov. 3, when Sharron's body was 


| found, that Rogers had said she was buried 


and her clothes were buried. Rogers said 
he had no knowledge of this and did not 
take part in burying them. He was also 
asked if he did not make a statement to 
Sgt. Francis Panuccio of the State Police 
that a car similar to that of McKenna had 
been found parked on Nov. 2 near the spot 
where Sharron's body was found. Rogers 


| sald he did not remember such a 


| statement. 
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laboratory at Greensburg, Pa., for 
processing. 

But before any Commonwealth 
witnesses were presented in yesterday’s 
court session, the defense completed its 
cross-examination of John Rogers, aged 
about 24, of Sayre who on Monday swore to 
the jury under oath, that on the night of 
Oct. 28, 1973, he saw McKenna and Sharron 
Coston, both nude, on a bed in a second 
floor bedroom of the McKenna home, with 
McKenna on top of the girl whose hands 
were bound behind her head, and with a 
rope around her neck. The girl was 
motionless, Rogers stated in his dramatic 
testimony Monday, and very silent. 
Sharron Coston was Rogers’ first cousin. 


| 


statement to the state police. 


"Are you now telling us that your first 
sworn statement was a lie?" queried 


Attorney Walrath. 
"Yes", replied Rogers. 


Asked why he called Mrs. McKenna to 
get Gerard's address, the witness said he 

| was' suspicious of Gerard and wanted to 
“I did 
not know whether he did it or did not do it”. 
Asked why he did not tell the Coston 
family about arrangements for Sharron to 
meet him and McKenna in back of the 
Sayre Super Duper Store as a prelude to a 
Sharron had 
requested, Rogers answered: “I did not 
| want them shook up and I did not know for 


know where he was, and added,” 


search for the drugs 


sure”, 


Rogers said yesterday he made three 
oral statements to the police before com- 
ing to the district altorney's office here 

| for the statement he signed. He declared 
that the oral and written statements were 


Rogers also declared yesterday that he 
did not go into the McKenna house and go 
to sleep as he declared in his first 
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Testimony 
enters On Hair, Blood 


~ — Defense Attempts To Shatter Rogers’ Credibility; 
ution Presents Material Taken From McKenna Home, Car 


The cross-examination of Rogers was 
Started by Attorney Thomas Walrath of 
Wellsboro, chief defense counsel, late 
Monday morning and continued through 
Monday afternoon. It was resumed when 
court got under way at 9:30 o'clock 
yesterday morning and was completed 
about two hours later 

The, cross-examination of Rogers 
Tuesday centered on statements he had 
made to the state police. In his direct 
testimony Monday morning, Rogers had 
told the jury under examination by Special 
Assistant Оле! Attorney Arthur 
Shuman that he had not told all the truth in 


his statements | fo the state police, 
(SEE TESTIMONY, page 12) 
“That is all," said the chief defense 
counsel. | | 
Under re-direct examination by 


Attorney Shuman at this point, 


T: WAS 


brought out that Rogers told Larry Forbes 
of Sayre while they were working on tl 
Rosh farm harvesting Christmas trees, “1 


wonder what he did with her body 


clothes." 
| The initial witness called by 
Commonwealth Tuesday was Tro 


Joseph Perechinsky of the state p 
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detail here, a criminal investigator 


residing at Ulster RD 2. Perechinsk 


been in the state police for 16 years an 
been stationed with the Towanda 
since Jan. 9, 1964. 

Trooper Perechinksy testified that 


y nas 


d has 


1 
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Nov 


13, 1973, he went to Buffalo with Trooper 


Carlton Allen of 


the State Police at 


Wyoming to locate a 1971 Ford Country 
Squire station wagon used by McKenna. 
He said the machine was found parked 


not all lies, but insisted that he had told the 


| true story to the jury Monday, 


could not recall when. 


| Attorney Walrath said: 





| The witness replied in the 
Asked Walrath: 


you gave the state police?" 
| answered, “Yes,” 


20. Dab. 





Attorney Walrath asked Rogers if he did 
not warn his sister about what McKenna 
| had threatened. Johnny said “уез,” but 
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Concluding his cross-examination, 


"Do you 
| remember the oath you took yesterday?” 


affirmative, 
“That was the same oath 


Rogers 




















(Continued from page one) 
near the residence of Joseph McKenna & 
brother of Gerard, in Lackawanna, N.Y. 
He said he got the Buffalo police to 
examine the car, the purpose being to get 
blood or hair samples. This evidence was 
then turned over to Trooper Perechinsky 
and placed in envelopes. Four: of the 
envelopes were presented in evidence. 
Trooper Perechinsky explained that they 
contained strands of hair recovered from 
the seats of the car, from the folded metal 
floor close behind the seats, from the left 
side of the car behind the driver’s seat. 

Perechinsky described that car 85 
bearing New York state license plates, 
having an artificial wood finish and a 
luggage carrier on top. He said the 
machine belonged to an Alice Benner of 
Kent, N.Y., described as an associate of 
McKenna. 


The witness said he placed the items 
taken in a box and brought them back to 
Sayre the night of Nov. 14, reporting to the 
State Police investigating team at the 
Sayre Borough Hall. He then took the 
evidence to his home in the trunk of his 
patrol car, then turning it over to Trooper 
Michael С. Jordan to be transferred to the 
State Police Crime Lab at Wyoming. 

Continuing his testimony, Trooper 
Perechinsky said that on Nov. 23, he went 
with Trooper John George (the 
prosecuting officer in this case now 
recovering from open heart surgery 
performed at the Packer Hospital a week 
ago) to Buffalo where they secured 
samples of blood and hair from McKenna. 
This was done under a court order at the 
E.M. Myer Memorial Hospital in Buffalo. 
Perechinsky said that the samples were 
turned over to Trooper George who then 
boarded a plane to take them to a crime 
lab at Pittsburgh. 

Perechinsky was cross-examined briefly 
by Attorney Walrath and then court was 
adjourned for lunch. 

The first Commonwealth witness in the 
afternoon session was Walter S. Hrynkiw, 
a criminologist employed in the state 
police crime lab at Wyoming. 

The witness said that on Nov. 3, 1973, he 
went to the Packer Hospital to observe the 
autopsy performed on the body of Sharron 
Coston. He said the autopsy was 
performed by Dr. John Kelly whom he 
asked to collect samples of blood, hair, 
fingernails and urine from the body of the 
Coston girl. He also was given a large, 
plastic green bag which had covered a 
portion of Sharron’s body when it was 
found in an Athens Township field, These 
items were all identified and placed in 

-evidence. 

The criminologist then stated that on 
Nov. 14, 1973, he was requested to report to 
Lieut. Edward Bloomer of Towanda and 
Lieut. Doris of Wyoming for a search of the 
McKenna garage and residence in Sayre. 

Eleven items found on the McKenna 
premises were then introduced by the 
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witness. They included a box of trash bags, 

hair samples taken from the drain of the 

bath tub, lint taken from Mrs. McKenna’s | 
dryer in the cellar of the home, а swab 

taken from the headboard of the bed in the 

bedroom at the top of the stairs, hair 

samples from the cellar stairs, two 

cigarette butts found in the cellar, hair 

samples found in the cellar, swabs of blood 

spots found in the cellar, a rag found in the 
cellar, a mattress cover taken from the 
bedroom at the top of the stairs. 

These items, the witness said, were 
taken to the crime lab at Wyoming and 
then transported with other evidence to the 
crime lab at Greensburg for analysis. 

The criminologist was cross-examined 
by Attorney William Hebe of Wellsboro. 


"Не aid he saw Dr. Kelly extract the hair 


samples from Sharron’s body at the 
autopsy and obtained the green plastic bag 
that had been found over a portion of the 
body when it was discovered. He disclosed 
that the headboard of the bed had been 
examined for stains; that hairs were 
visible on the lower cellar stairs and were 
found on the concerete cellar floor toward 
the back, He also said that swabs were 
made of suspected blood stains found in 
the cellar. Suspected blood stains were 
also found on the mattress cover, the 
witness said, and the mattress cover was 
Јаја out on the courtroom floor in front of 
the jury box for inspection by the jurors. 

Under questioning by Attorney Shuman, 
the witness said that marks were found in 
the cellar floor a few feet from the dryer in 
the direction of the cellar stairs indicating 
dragging, and that between the drag 
marks were found suspected blood spots. 

Next to testify was Trooper David 
Brubaker of the State Police detail here 
who told of going to the Lowery Funeral 
Home at Athens on Nov. 5, 1973 with a 
Herbert L. McDonald to get hair samples 
from Sharron Coston’s body. They were 
turned over to Sgt. Panuccio for transfer to 
the crime lab. 

After Trooper Вгиракег 5 testimony, 
there was a recess during which a screen 
for the showing of slides was set up in the 
courtroom facing the jury. When the trial 
was resumed, a side-bar conference was 
held, followed by a lengthy conference in 
the judge’s chambers. When the confer- 
ence ended, the screen and the projec- 
tion machine were removed from the 
room, this indicating to observers that the 
defense had objected to the showing of any 
slides and that the Court had sustained the 
objection or that the Commonwealth had 
withdrawn the presentation of the slides. 


The last witness Tuesday was Trooper 
Miachael C. Jordan who told of taking all 
the items collected as evidence to the 
Crime Lab at Greensburg for processing. 
There was no cross-examination of 
Trooper Jordan and court was adjourned 
for the day. 

The trial will be resumed this morning at 
9 o'clock, 
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By LINDA WATKINS 


The Bradford County Commissioners 
'ussed Wednesday а “‘ball park figure” 

V o£ $150,000 in county costs for the inves- 
_ | ugation and trial of Gerard McKenna, 
| which is поме underway in this county's 


court. McKenna is facing charges of mur- 


E der and rape in the death of Sharron 
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eg . George, Assistant Prosecutor Shuman and 
M District Attorney Epstein. 
p $82.30 in motel and restaurant charges at 
7 O'Briens Inn, The bill was dated July 12, 
| | 1974. 
i. $60 to Juanita Brubaker, court steno- 
f | grapher, for two copies of the notes of 
А, testimony of hearings held July 18 and 
y Aug. 7. 
| $217.36 to LeRoy Swayze of Morristown, 
6 |N.J., a detective sergeant. The receipts 
indicate the bill is for mileage to and from 
Bradford County at 12 cents a mile and 
(lel - B hours of service for which he charges over 
return trip to Philadelphia. Ur. 5 DN 
$100.50 for motel and restaurant ex- $373 to Harold Kisner of Montoursville 
penses at the Statler Hilton in Buffalo June for mileage and hourly pay of $7. — 
21 for Shuman and Epstein. $40.50 for Juanita Brubaker for copies of 
$36.75 bill at the Sayre Motel. testimony notes for hearings Aug. 19 and 
.. $200.56 for meals, transportation and 20. 
personal expenses submitted by Shuman. $125 for two hours of work, one hour at 
$500 for Shuman's third retainer, per $75 and one hour at $50, by Joseph Nicol, 
agreement. 
$250 to the coroner's office in Allegheny department of criminal justice in Illinois. 
County for examination of slides, phone Bills submitted and approved for pay- 
consultation, examination of some ment since the trial began Nov. 18 include: 
г articles, and other consultation апа ге- $2,557.94 to Thomas Walrath; $1,050 to, | 
fui William Hebe; $560 to Leonard Frawley, 


$1,000 for one-third retainer, per agree- | 
ment and two-thirds retainer, per agree- | 


ment for Shuman. 


$274 to Detective Verbrugghe of Phila- 
delphia for mileage, at 10 cents a mile. 


tolls, and overtime pay at $9 an hour. 


а $61.11 to the Holiday Inn of Danville for 
room and food. The bill was submitted by 


Trooper John George, dated Feb. 6. 


McKenna Tri 
Investigation May Cost $1 20,000 


MENU uu 
- — Bills Approved For Payment So Far Are Listed 


Coston of Sayre, 

Already the commissioners have ap- 
proved over $22,000 in bills submitted to 
them which stem from this case, Other 
bills, which are coming in daily, say the 
commissioners, are awaiting approval for 
payment from the commissioners. 

A rundown of the bills submitted to date 
are as follows: 

$24.22 for a conference dinner at Shepard 

, Hills with Lieutenant Bloomer, Trooper 


penses. 


28 suppression hearing. 


$133.98 for meals, hotel and mileage to 
Philadelphia, submitted by Attorney Ep- 


Stein, 


$136.30 to Loveland Studio, Mansfield, 
for 21 8x10-inch natural color photos and 


work charges. 


$24 for six 5x7-inch glossy prints of 


, Sharon Coston, The bill was submitted by 


. DeFrahn Studio, Sayre. 


$14.68 bill submitted by Epstein for four 


dinners at McGuire's. 


$1,058.30 for expenses and account of ' 


ı Shuman. 


public defender; $140.20 to Thomas Hig- | 
gins; $68.25 and $144 in secrelarial ex- 


$53 each to Kim Hucksoll, Conrad Manke 
and Barbara Manke, all of Lackawanna, 

$186.30 to Geraldine Manchester, official 
stenographer, for hearing transcripts. 

$103,50 to Juanita Brubaker for the Oct. 


JH ies 
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$10 an hour. 

$108,10 for two nights at O'Briens Inn, 
which includes restaurant charges, for 
Attorney Shuman. These charges were 
incurred last Aug. 8 and 20. 

$248.71 to Thomas Higgins, $2,963.50 to 
Thomas Walrath and $1,175 to William 
Hebe for interviews, court preparation, 
meals and miscellaneous. Walrath is re- 
ceiving $35 an hour for his services as the 
chief defense attorney for the defendant 
while Higgins, an investigator, is receiving 
$5 per hour. Mileage charged by these men 
is 15 cents a mile. 

$142.38 in bills was submitted by Carl 
Paladino of Buffalo for meals and motel as 
well as mileage and tolls. 

$60 for Juanita Brubaker for testimony 
copies of the July 18 and Aug. 8 hearings. 

$250 to Herbert MacDonnell of Corning 
for consultations. 


$67.53 for Arthur Shuman, This bill . 


included two luncheons with witnesses, 
mileage, and tolls. 
$62.48 to O'Brien5 Inn for Attorney 


Е 


| a 


| ye $2,438.95 to Walrath 
Services. 
| the Holiday Inn of Buffalo. 
$93.07 bill from O’Briens Inn. 
ОЁ 15 cents per mile, 


| Carl Henson, respectively. 


| Staff. 
$377.61 to Shum 
personal expenses. 


Cu. H 





al, Special | 





Shuman's one night stay at the motel in 
September, The bill also included meals. 

$120.97 in receipts submitted by Shu- 
man for clothes for Johnny Rogers, a 
witness, as well as medicine, meals and a 
hotel room for two days. 

$1,409.59 bill from Attorney Walrath for 
hours worked, mileage and phone calls. 

$40.50 bill submitted by*Juanita Bru- 
baker for copies of hearings held Aug. 19 
and 20. 

$1,280.83 by Shuman for personal ex- 
penses, first payment of $1,000, and inves- 
ligation expenses. 

$236.83 bill submitted by Detective A 
Verbrugghe of Philadelphia. The bill was 
for motel, food and mileage expenses, as 
well as some overtime pay at the rate of 
$10 an hour, on July 14 and 15. 

$74.47 for motel and restaurant bills for 
Shuman on June 11. 

$15.09 and $103.66 in receipts submitted 
by Shuman for long distance phone 
charges and airfare to Buffalo and the 

(SEE TRIAL COSTS, page 12) 


for hours worked, 
| mileage, advanced costs and secretarial 


$37.22 to David Brubaker for his stay at 


| $456.45 to Howard Kisner for 48 hours of 
Naperville, Ш. Nicol is a professor in the 7. Work at $7 an hour plus mileage. at a rate 


$156.38 and $146.25 to Lynn McLinko and 


| who аге 
Serving as guards during the trial. 


$100 to Frances Palumbo as head tip- 


an for miscellaneous 


u^‏ سسس 




















_ "Ме! fenna Са 


а, 


е Expehsive, County 


< Costs May Run Up to $150,000 


Everything costs money these; with Lt. Edward Bloomer апа | ceiving $35 an hour for his ser- [for four dinners at McGuire's 
days, and the McKenna case is| Trooper John George of the state | vices as the chief defense а ог | $1,058.30 for ex става. itt ac 
proving to be no exception, as the | police at Towanda, and Assistant | ney for the defendant while Hig-| count of Shuman, к => 
Bradford County Commissioners | Prosecutor Arthur Shuman and | mins, an Investigator, is receiving $173 to Harold Kisner of Мот 
are finding ош, District! Attorney Maurice 19р» | $5 per hour. Mileage charged Бу | toursville for mileaga and hour- 

To date, the commissioners | stein: these men is 15 cents a mile ју pay of N. 
have approved the payment of| $82.90, in motel and restaurant! $142.38 In billá was submitted $40, 50 for Juanita Brubaker for 
trial-connected bills in the amount | charges at O'Brien's Inn, The bill | by C ам Paladino of Buffalo for | coples of testimony notes tor hear- 
of $22,000, which barely scratch- was gated July 12, 1974, meals and motel as well as mile hts Au 19 and 20 
es the Surface of the estimated| $60 to Juanita Brubaker, court} age and tolls. 355 m twa hours of work. one 
$150,000 in costs to the county. stenographer, for two copies of} $60 for Juanita Brubaker for hoür at $75 and one hour at 350 
Those submitted to date include | (ће notes of testimony of hear- testimony copies of the July 18 bv Joseph Nicol, Naperville ri. 
the following: _ | ings held July 18 and Aug. 7, [апа Aug. 8 hearings. > Tet 3 Ур" 
$34.22 for & conlerefice dinno » Не Куга 4 1 Nicol is a professor in the de- 

dinner| $217.30 to LoRoy Swayze of Moi $250 to Herbert MacDonnell of | partment of criminal justice Іп, 
at Shepard Hills Country Club|ristown, N. Jẹ a detective ser-| Cor ning for consultations. Illinois | 
| geant. The receipts indicate the} $67.53 for Arthur Shuman. This Bills submitted and approved 
bill is for mileage to and from | bill included two luncheons with | for payment since the trial be- 
Bradford County at 12 cents а | witnesses, mileage, and tolls. gan Nov 18 include: | 
mile and hours of service for| $62.48 to O'Brien's Inn for At- $2,557.94 to Thomas Walbrath; 
which he charges over $10 an|torney Shuman's one night stay $1,050 to William Hebe; $540 to 
hour. at the motel in September, The| Leonard Frawley, public defend- 
$108.10 for two _ nights al | bill also included meals. er; $140.20 to Thomas Higgins; 
| 0" Brien's Inn, which includes res- $120.97 in receipts submitted by| $68.25 and $144 in secretarial ex- 
laurant charges, for Attorney Shu-| Shuman for clothes for Johnny penses. 
пап, These charges were incur-| Rogers, a witness, as well as $53 each to Kim Hucksoll, Con- 
red last Aug. 8 and 20. medicine, meals and a hotel room | rad Manke and Barbara Manke, 
$243.71 to Thomas Higgins, $2,-| for two days. all of Lackawanna. | 
963.50 to Thomes Walrath and $1,- $1,409.59 bill from Attorney Wal- $186.30 to Geraldine Manches- 
(175 to William Hebe for inter-| rath for hours worked, mileage | ter, official stenographer, . for 
| views, court preparation, meals and phone calls. hearing transcripts. | 
land miscellancous. Walrath is re- $40.50 bill submitted by Juanita $103.50 to Juanita Brubaker for | 
— ~ — =, Brubaker for copies of hearings | the Oct. 28 suppression hearing. | 
held Aug, 19 and 20, $2,438.95 to Walrath for hours | 
$1,280.83 by Shuman for рег- | worked, mileage, advanced costs 
sonal expenses, first payment, of | and secretarial services 














$236.83 bill submitted by Detec- | Buffalo. 





phia, The bill was for motel, food 
and mileage expenses, as well а5 | 48 hours of work at $7 an hour 
some overtime pay a* the rate of | plus mileage, at a rate of 15 cents 
| $10 an hour, on July 14 and 15. | per mile. 


$74.47 for motel and restaurant 
| 
| 





submitted by Shuman for long | during the trial 


fare to Buffalo and the return} head tipstaff 
trip to Philadelphia, $377.61 to Shuman for miscel 
$100.50 for motel and restaurant | laneous personal expenses. 





axpenses at the Statler Hilton in “ЕКЕ 
3uffalo June 21 for Shuman and | 
I;pstein, 

$36.75 bill at the Sayre Motel. | 7 


| 
$200.56 for meals, transportation > 


by Shuman, 
$500 for Shuman's third retain- 
er, per agreement, 
$250 to the coroner's office in 
Allegheny County for examination 
of slides, phone consultation, ex- 
amination of some articles, and 
other consultation and review, 
$1,000 for one-third retainer, per 
agreement and two-thirds retain. 
or, per agreement for Shuman, 
$274 to Detective Verbrugghe of 
| Philadelphia for mileage, at 10 
| cents a mile, tolls and overtime 
pay at $ an hour, 
$61.11 to the Holiday Inn of 
Danville for room and food, The 
bill was submitted by ‘Trooper 
John George, dated Feb, 6, 
$133.98 for meals, hotel and 
mileage to Philadelphia, submit- 
ted by Attorney Epstein, 
$136.30 to Loveland Studio, 
| Mansfield, for 21 8x10-inch natural 
color photos and work charges. 
$24 for six 5x7-inch glossy prints 
of Sharron Coston. The bill was 
submitted by DeFrahn Studio, 


ауте 
ek f | $14.08, bill submitted by Epstein | 








| $1,000, and investigation expen- $37.22 to David Brubaker for | 
565. his stay at the Holiday Inn of | 


tive A. Verbrugghe of Philadel- $93.07 bill from O'Brien's Inn. | 
$456.45 to Howard Kisner for! 


| 

$156.38 and $146.25 to Lynn Me- 
bills for Shuman on June 11 Linko and Carl Henson, respec- 
$19.09 and $103.6 in receipts | tively, who are serving as guards | 


De +t als, ~ —3 кл س‎ E 
and personal expenses submitted | / 2 <. C; 
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distance phone charges and air $100 to Frances Palumbo | 
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(Other story on Page 11) 
Christine  Townsey, a 


chemist emploved by the Penn- 
Sylvania State Police їп their 


Mrs, Townsey also told 


sors." 


this morning testified that a 


Seph McKenna, 303 N. Wilbur | girl's nude body when 


Ave. was consistent with the 
blood of Sharron Coston. 

"The witness said she has a mas- 
lers degree in legal chemistry 
from the University of Pittsburgh. 

Mrs. Townsey was the only per- 
son called to testify in the morn- 
|| ing session of the trial today. She | cal appearance." 
| took the stand at 10:05 and re- 
|| mained under questioning by Spe- 
|| cial. Prosecutor Arthur Shuman 
{| until 10:45 when court recessed County 
| until 11:20. She then took the | search 
testimony until court recessed for 

| lunch at 11:50. 

She was questioned by Attorney 

| Shuman about the blood samples 


recessed for luncheon. 
The first witness for th 


cution yesterday afternoon 


| Sharron by state police during 
|| their probe into the alleged rape 
| and murder. 
| Mrs. Townsey said that “blood 
stains about the size of a dime” 
were found on a mattress cover 
|| found in the McKenna home, and 
|| these were consistent with the 
blood type of Sharron Coston. She 
| repeatedly used the word “соп. 
|| sistent” during her testimony. 
| She was also given Several en- 





Tax Cut If 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Key ад. 
ministration economic advisers 
today forecast a declining rate of 
inflation in the next few months 
and said the administration wil] 
һауе a tax cut program in readi- 
ness if it is needed. 

"We do look for a gradual eas- 
ing of the rate of inflation to a 
16 to 7 per cent annual rate by 
Said Chairman Alan 
Greenspan of the President's 
Council. of. Economic Advisers. 

The nation's inflation has been 
Soaring at a rate of between 10 
and 12 per cent during the past 
year. 

Greenspan also said at a eco- 
nomic briefing for newsmen that 
the nation's Jobless rate will con- 


blood and hair samples, but told 
the court that they did not have 


Stee eee 


to make a comparison with ci- 
ther McKenna or the Coston girl,” 
the 
court that Sharron's hair "appear- 
ed to have been cut by a single- 


crime laboratory at Greensburg, | edged blade rather than with scis- 


She told the jury that she com- 
pared a green plastic bag, which 
covered the upper part of the 
it was 
found in a field near the Blue 
Swan Airport, with similar bags 
in a box which police found in 
the McKenna home, and said that 
although she “could not positively 
identify them as the Same, they 
were similar in size, color, edg- 
ing and were of the same physi- 


Following testimony given yes- 
terday morning by Trooper Jo- 
seph Perechinsky of the Bradford 
State Police regarding his 
in Buffalo, N. Y., for hair 

Stand again and continued: her | and blood samples from both Mc- 
| Kenna and Miss Coston, the court 


е prose- 
was 
Walter 5. Hrynkiw, a criminolo- 
gist employed by the Pennsylvan- 









in ‘Consistent’ with - 
'Sharron's Type, Says Chemist 


ia Stata Police Crime Laboratory 
at the Wyoming Barracks. 

He said that on Nov. 3, 1973, 
he observed the autopsy perform- 
ed on the body of Miss Coston 
at the Robert Packer Hospital in 
Sayre by Dr. John Kelly, whom 
he said he asked to collect sam- 
ples of blood, hair, fingernails 
and urine from her body. He said 
he was also given the large plas- 
lic green bag which had covered 
the upper portion of her body 
when it was discovered by a hunt- 
er beyond the Blue Swan Airport 
on Saturday morning, Noy, 3, 
1973. These items were all identi- 
fied and were placed in evidence 
in the court room. 

He then stated that on Nov. 
14, 1973, he was requested to re- 
port to Lt. Edward Bloomer of 
the Bradford County State Police 
and Lt. Donald Dorris of Wyo- 
Ming for a search of the garage 
at the McKenna home on N. Wil- 
bur Ave. in Sayre. 

Eleven items said found on the 
premises were then introduced 
by Mr. Hrynkiw. They included 
a box of trash bags; hair sam- 
ples taken from the drain of the 

























Forecast Declining 
Rate of Inflation, 


Needed 


the administration’s economic ad- 
visers will send President Ford a 
new list of economic options, in- 
cluding tax cuts if they are need- 
ed next year. 

But Simon said tax reductions 
have not yet been seriously dis- 
cussed and are only one of a 
Several possible options, which 
also still include an increase in 
the federal gasoline tax. 


Meanwhile, the Federal Power; 
Commissiori Increased its nation- 
Wide base rate for 
Sold by producers t 
pipelines, The rate Was 
from 42 cents to 90 
thousand cubic feet. 


natural gas 
O interstate 
increased 


On Tuesday, Greenspan and 





cents per 


\ 
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bath tub: lint taken from the drys 
er in the cellar of the home; a 
swab taken from the headboard 
of a bed in the bedroom at tha 
lop of the stairs; hair samples 
taken from the cellar stairs; two 
cigarette butts found in the cel- 
lar; hair Samples found in the 
cellar; swabs of blood spots found 
in the cellar; a rag found in the 
cellar and a mattress cover take 
en from- the bedroom at the top 
of the stairs, 

All of the above items were tak- 
en to the crime lab at Wyoming 
and were then transported with 
other evidence to the crime lab 
at. Greensburg for analysis, the 
witness said. 

Upon cross-examination by At 
torney William Hebe, Mr. Hryn- 
kiw said he saw Dr. Kelly ex- 
tract the hair Samples from Shar- 
ron's body at the autopsy, and 
obtained the ртеећ plastic. bag, 


He then disclosed that the head- 


board of the bed had been ex- 
amined foi stains: that hairs 
were visible on the lower cellar 
Stairs and were also found on 
the concrete cellar floor towards 
the back. He said that swabs 
were made*'of suspected “blood 
stains found in the cellar and 
that suspected blood stains were 
found on the mattress cover, and 
this was then laid out on the 
courtroom floor for inspection by 
the jury, 

Under questioning again from 
Special Prosecutor Arthur Shu- 
man, the witness said that marks 
were found on the cellar floor a 
few feet from the dryer in the 
direction of the cellar Stairs, indi- 
cating dragging, and that be. 
tween the drag marks were found 
suspected blood spots. 

The next person to testify was 
Trooper David Brubaker of the 
Bradford County State Police, 
who told of going to the Lowery 
Funeral Home in Athens on Nov. 
5, 1973, with a Herbert McDon- 
ald, to get hair Samples from 


(Continued on Page 17, Column 6) 





William J. Fellner, another mem- 
ber of the presidential council, 
advocated broad tax cuts to help | 
pull the nation out of a recession | 
ЈЕ the economy can't recover оп! 
its: own. К | 

However, both said it’s too ear- | 
ly to move ahead with general | 
tax relief now, but the plan 
should ђе pursued as a top prior- 
ity if ‘government Stimulation of 
the economy becomes necessary, 











| tinue increasing until it reaches 
“something over 7 per cent" in 
the third quarter of 1975. That 
would mean an increase to about 
7.3 million jobless workers from 


the October jobless total of 5.5 
| Million, 

Treasury Secretary William E. 
Simon, who was with Greenspan 
at the briefing, told newsmen that 


* 









BloodStains-.. | 


(Continued from Page ]) 


Miss Coston's ђоду, 
turned over to Sgt. 
uccio for transfer 
lab, he said. 
Following the 
Trooper Brubaker 
set up for 


These were 
Francis Pan- 
to the crime 


testimony of 
а Screen was 
tha showing of slides 
|in the court room, facing the 
jury. But when the trial Was 
again resumed a side-bar confer- 
ence was held. followed by a 
lengthy conference in the judge's 
chambers, and when all of this 


had ended the screen and pro 
Jector were removed from (ће 
courtroom, indicating that the 


defense had objected to the show- 
ing of the Slides and that the 
court had sustained the objection. 

The final witness of the day 
Was Trooper Michael С. Jordan 
of the Bradford County State Po 
lice, who told of laking all the 
items collected as evidence to the 


crime lab at Greensburg for pro 
cessing. There was nO cross-ex- 
| amination of the trooper, and 
| court recessed. for the day, 





chemist testified Wednesday at the rape- 
murder trial of Gerard Р. McKenna that the 


blood stains found at the McKenna home in. 


Sayre were "consistent" with the blood of 
Sharon J. Coston, 


Mrs. Christine Townsey, of the Greens- 


bur? laboratory, said, however, it was not 
possible to positively identify the blood as 
belonging to the 16-year-old girl who was 
found murdered Nov. 3, 1973. 

Mrs. Townsey said the blood, which was 
found on a mattress cover in the bedroom of 
Mrs. Joseph McKenna’s home at 303 N. 
Wilber Ave. was the same type as Miss Cos- 


Hair samples collected at the McKenna 
` home е: were identified as similar to the 
| end girl 
are they 


e chemist could not say po- 
onged to Miss Coston. 
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“TOWANDA — A state police crime lab. 






Mrs, Townsey said the green plastic bag 
which covered the upper part of the girl's 
body when it was found was the same in 
color, size and texture as those in a box of 
plastic bags found in the McKenna home 
although she “could not positively identify 
them as the samo." 

John McKenna, a cousin of McKenna, 
and Mrs. Alice Toole, the defendant's aunt, 
both of Wilkes-Barre, both testified to seeing 
McKenna in Wilkes-Barre on Oct. 29 and 20, 
1973. 

Miss Coston disappeared from her home 
Oct. 28. 

John McKenna said his cousin told him 
he had been in the south and was on his way 


north on vacation. 


While in Wilkes-Barre, McKenna cashed 
а money order sent to him by his mother, it 
was learned. 
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m By ASHTON MERRILL 
| | Gerard Раш McKenna of Sayre, on trial 
-6 ~ here for the murder and rape of Sharron 
^ Jean Coston, 16-year-old Sayre High 
7 PT School junior, on Oct. 28, 1973, sat impass- 
Г уе and outwardly unperturbed in county 
- feourt Wednesday morning as an expert 
| witness from the State Police crime lab- 
` oratory at Greensburg, Pa., testified as to 
| the analysis of blood stains found in the 
| _ McKenna home. 
The witness, Mrs. Christine Tomsey, a 
i | Specialist in forensic, or legal, chemistry, 
| during the course of her testimony also 
| testified that the properties of hair strands 
found by Buffalo police in the black station 
` | wagon the defendant is known to have been 
„| driving, and hair strands found in the 
cellar of the McKenna home were consis- 
tent with properties of Sharron Coston's 
hair 







Wednesday morning's court session got 
under way at 10:15 o'clock with Judge 
| Evan S. Williams explaining to the jury 
| that the delay was not due to anyone being 
` late but because of a conference in his 
` chambers dealing with complex matters of 
law involved in the case. ; 

Mrs. Tomsey was the first of seven 
witnesses called by the Commonwealth 
yesterday, three of them relatives of the 
defendant who reside in Wilkes-Barre. 
During the course of listing her qualifi- 
cations under examination by Specíal 
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Assistant District Attorney Arthur R. 
Shuman, Mrs. Tomsey revealed that she is 
employed by the Pennsylvania Depart- 
ment of State Police at its Greensburg 
crime laboratory and was assigned in 
mid-November of 1973 to investigate the 
Coston case as it involved the analyzing of 
blood, hair and physical evidence. 

The witness identified items brought to 
her at the crime lab by state police 
working on the case which included a 
mattress cover taken from a bed on the 
second floor of the McKenna home; blood 
taken from Sharron's body, blood taken 
from McKenna, swabs of stains taken 
from the headboard of a bed in the 
McKenna home, hair taken from Shar- 
ron's body, hair taken from McKenna, 
hair strands found in the McKenna cellar, 
hair strands found in the car McKenna is 
known to have been driving on Oct. 27 and 
28, 1973, and the green plastic bag which 
was covering the upper half of Sharron's 
nude body when it was found in an Athens 
Township field the morning of Nov. 3, 1973. 

Mrs. Tomsey stated that as a result of 
her analysis, she determined that the 
profile of Sharron's blood and that taken 
from McKenna are different; that the 
blood found on the mattress cover (a spot 
about the size of a dime) and McKenna's 
blood are not the same; that the blood on 
the mattress cover and Sharron's blood 


| Testimony Links Blood Stain, 
— Slain Girl's Blood In Trial 


Chemist Says Mattr 





could be made. 

Testifying as to swabs taken of stains on 
the headboard of the bed on the second 
floor of the McKenna home, the same bed 
from which the mattress cover had been 
removed for tests, Mrs. Tomsey said that 
the swabs did not contain enough blood to 
determine a profile, but that the stains the 
swabs revealed were from blood. 

Mrs. Tomsey declared that tests of 
swabs from the McKenna cellar determin- 
ed that the substance was blood, but not 
enough for a typing specification. She also 
testified that she found blood on a rag 
taken from the McKenna cellar but not 
enough to classify. 

Regarding the hair samples, the witness 
stated that strands taken by the Buffalo 
police from the car McKenna had alleged- 
ly been driving were consistent with Shar- 
ron's hair when an expert analysis was 
made as were strands of hair found in the 
drain of a tub in the McKenna cellar; 
strands found on the cellar stairs and on 
the concrete cellar floor. 

Mrs. Tomsey further testified that the 
hair found on the cellar stairs and on the 
cellar floor had been cut, consistent with a 
single-bladed instrument such as a knife. 
(When Sharron's body was found, it was 
noted that her hair had been haggled off). 
She also testified that the strands of hair 
taken from the car McKenna had been 


are consistent to the extent that a test driving appear to have been cut, consistent 
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with the cut made by a single-bladed 
instrument. 


It was testified to by the witness that the 
green plastic bag found over Sharron's 
body was consistent in her opinion with 
trash bags found in a box in the McKenna 
home, 

Mrs. Tomsey, who impressed many 
observers with her manner of testifying, 
her incisiveness, her knowledge of a com- 
plex subject, concluded her direct presen- 
tation shortly after noon when the noon 
lunch break was called. 

When the trial resumed at 1:30, Mrs. 
Tomsey was on the stand for cross-exami- 
nation by Attorney Walrath of Wellsboro. 
chief defense counsel. This was compara- 
tively brief, covering the various types of 


blood and the analyzing of them, and 
questions pertaining to the testing of 
sperm. 


The second Commonwealth witness call- 
ed Wednesday was Thomas Adam Goss of 
Towanda, an employee of the State High- 
way Department. He said that on Nov. 14. 
1973, while engaged as a flagman along 
Route 6 near the Wyalusing Rocks, he 
found a garment which had been thrown 
over the bank about 30 feet from the road. 

(SEE TESTIMONY, page 10) 
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bero fication anc iu. identified it as | 
T анаан Sharron Coston was wearing 

` when she disappeared from her home the 

night of Oct. 28, 1973. Goss said he tossed 
the coat in a highway truck and then 

` brought it home. He said his wife advised 

him to call the State Police and he did, 

` later accompanying two troopers to the 

place where he had found the coat for a 

look around. He said that the coat was 

damp when he found it, apparently from 
` weather exposure, but not too damp to 
` wear. Не said one sleeve was turned inside 
out when he found the coat. 


Tommy Goss was followed to the stand 
by John McKenna of Wilkes-Barre, who 
said he is a first cousin of Gerard McKen- 
na. He said that on Monday night, Oct. 29, 
1973, he was working as bartender at the 
Silver Queen Hotel in Wilkes-Barre, owned 
and operated by Mrs. Alice Toole, and saw 
at 7 o'clock Gerard McKenna at tbe bar. 
He said he served Gerard who remained 
until about 1 a.m. The witness said he 
talked with Gerard who told him he was 
coming from the Southern states and was 
going home to see his mother, Mrs. Vera 
McKenna. 

John McKenna said at 6 p.m. Oct. 30, 
1973, he was at the Silver Queen Hotel for a 
half hour and Gerard was there. Gerard 
told him, the witness said, that he had car 
trouble and had stayed over. Prior to Oct. 
29. 1973, the witness said, the last time he 
had seen Gerard was in 1961. 

Miss Regina M. Toole, also of Wilkes- 
- Barre was called to the stand and said that 
` she and her mother, Mrs. Alice Toole, live 
at the Silver Queen Hotel and own and 
operate the bar. She said she works there 
at times and was tending bar Oct. 30, 1973 
when she saw Gerard McKenna, who is her 
first cousin. This was between 6 and 7 p.m. 
she said, and Gerard wanted her to cash a 
Western Union money order which she did. 
Under cross-examination, Miss Toole said 
she saw Gerard at the bar Oct. 29, 1973, but 
did not talk to him. 

Mrs. Alice Toole was the next state 
witness, She said that Gerard is her 
nephew, the son of her brother, thelate Joe 
McKenna, She said that on Tuesday, Oct. 
30, at 6:30 o'clock, she saw Gerard at the 
bar. He said he wanted a check cashed and 
when she asked him what he was doing, he 
replied that he and his brother were selling 





. restaurant supplies in Buffalo. He also 
said he was going to Pittsburgh, and 


remained at the bar for about an hour, She 


| said she had not seen Gerard in about 15 
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ader cross-examination, Mrs. Toole 
that the $40 money order she cashed 


“was sent by Mrs. Vera McKenna and from 
а document presented her by Attorney 
- Walrath read of a money order payable to 


Gerard in the sum of $29.70 and sent to him | 
at Chattanooga, Tenn., on Nov. 1, 1973, She, 
said that the $40 money order she cashed 
had been sent to the Western Union office 
in the Marx bus station, Wilkes-Barre. 

Trooper David Brubaker of the State 
Police detail here was recalled for the 
third time during the trial and identified 
two documents sent him from the State 
Police at Harrisburg as copies of Gerard 
MeKenna's current driving license and 
data pertaining to it. 

Trooper Richard Samer of the State 


. Police detail here was the last witness to 


testify Wednesday. Trooper Samer, who 
has been serving in a security capacity for 
McKenna since the trial got under way 
Nov. 18, said he was assigned to the Coston _ 
case Nov. 3, 1973 and went to Mile Lane 
Road in Athens Township behind the Blue 
Swan Airport near where Sharron's body 
was found. He said that he visited the 
scene where the body was found. The body 
was still there, the top half being covered 
with a plastic green trash bag on which 
there were several puddles of water. The 
body was 10 feet, eight inches from a 
wooden fence and the area was consider- 
ably wooded. The head was pointed to the 
south and the feet north. There were 


„several bruises on the thigh, the trooper 


said, and bruises on the inside of both . 

ankles. This was at 2:30 p.m. Nov. 3, 1973. 
Trooper Samer identified.a number of 

photos of the scene as he viewed it while 


| the body was still there and then court 


adjourned until 9 o’clock this morning. 

Many attending the trial have noted the 
presence of an attractive young woman 
seated at a table near the defense team. 
She is Mrs. Linda Gamble of Wellsboro, a 
legal secretary with seven years’ ex- 
perience employed in the law office of 
Attorney Walrath. Her husband is Thomas 
Gamble, a foreman at the Corning Glass 
Works, and they have a little daughter. 
Attorney Walrath says she is very efficient 
at her job and comes to the court sessions 
here when needed to take testimony and 
then transcribe it for use by the defense 
team the next day. This is required by law 
in major criminal cases now and Mr. 
Walrath says that if Mrs, Gamble were not 
available to do the court secretarial work 
for him, the county would have to provide 
some one to do it. 
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B Points at McKenna. 
Че Threatened to Kill Me’ 


o айга 17-year-old Lack- brother ran into the room, khe,and out of the house," she said. she replied, pointing divectly at 
| &wanna, N. 95 girl this morning | Aif, turned on the light and asked] At this point in the testimony, McKenna, “Yes, th; is. him,” 

ne | at Gerard Ме. | fie intruder what he was doing. | Attorney Shuman asked her "15 | Going then back to her story, 
эле pet. radford County court [T With that he ran out of the rom | that man in this room 7’, to which | she said she ran downst: its and 
ту» : La as a man who] ===] | called the police and noticed that 
aid he was going to kill her car 








Girl Points --- 


(Continued from Page 1) 


Kenna sent a $25 money отет 
to Gerard on Nov. 1, 1973. care 
of Western Union, Chattannooga, 
Tenn. 

And Genevieve Henning of Chat- 
tanooga certified that the money 






































order was given to McKenna, | 
ја kitchen re Was open, She Again identification made through | 
' in the morning of Oct. 26, 1973, said she also found a сол! and hig driver’s license. 
Bien Hocksoll made the dra- shoes on a couch downs tairg — The sixth and final witness dur | 
matic gesture as the last of six and in the coat polica later found I the moming. session was й | 
‘itness esses who took tne stand in а wallet which identified MeKen- | “itd Foley of New Orleans, ТА. 
Li trial of McKenna, alleged nà as the intruder, IB npe o ph 
ae of Sharron Coston She said that police surmised saw Gerard McKenna at the home | 
| 9 Sa that he had climbed on a gar- of his sister, Mrs. Vera Apkin of 
Under questioning by Special | | bage can to raise the kitchen win- New Orleans, Mrs. Folév asides | 
|. Prosecutor Arthur Shuman, Miss. dow to Zain entry to the home. next door to Mrs. Apkin, it was 
Ex tae da. sleeping | The towel and knife were ob- | "ал dalád | 
т fal teli | tained by McKenna in the home | is point court recessed for | 
| At this point court 1 
| that date and was awakened by | she said. the heel Еа | 
а man “sitting on my vwd | | McKenna was later arrested 
and ‘holding a knife to my chest.” 


In yesterday afternoon's ses 


. She described the knife as being 



















and was incarcerated in the Erie sion, the first witness on the 
about 10 inches in length, and RE, Holding Facility from stand was Thomas Adam Goss of 
De dé der had wrapped a towel DUAE d: Was dpi back to Towanda, an employe МЕ СИ * 
Jarouhd the handle. He also had a Cathe ЕЦ to stand trial in the Pennsylvania State Highy ay De- 
poped belt in his hands, she said. murder ‘case, | partment, who said tha ше 
&.. ascribed the belt as ђе. | The first witness on the stand working as a flagman ‘along 
leather and about four | today was Sot. Francis Pannuc- Route 6 near the Vyalusing 
de | cio of the: Pennsylvania State Po- Rocks on Nov. 14, 1972, he found 
pci oll told the court | lice. Under Cross- -examination by a garment which had bee thrown 
reamed loudly and the | Defense Attorney John Valrath, | over the bank about 30 feet from 
id "Now I'm Boing to the attorney attempted to submit |the highway. This garment was 
а document as evidence, dated | | then shown to Goss. and is al. 
| She said she grabbed the knife | | Nov. 13 and signed by the police legedly the maxi-coat which Shar- 
| with both of her hands, cutting | officer. But Attorney Shuman ођ- ron Coston was wearing when che 
her fingers while doing so. She jected to the line of questioning | disappeared from ће jome ine 
added that she “reached up and and another lega] problem arose | night of Oct. 28. 197 
“Scratched his face and forehead, Which recessed the court ue | Goss said ће “ох ed the coat 
too.” eu d P minutes. During this ame | їп f E tr x and b ight 
ү "Mia gt. Pannuccio remained in the lt home." He said that his wife 
| At this ume her 14уёаг? old | witness box and the jury remain- | advised him to E - 
he 4 ner ed in their places. lice, which he did. and later - 
Following the recess, court w: A companied two state troopers to 
resumed again, but no ment tion | tthe place where he said he founc 
or identification of the document it. He said that the coat was 
| Which caused the delay was. damp when he found it, but “not 
| made, loo damp to wear.” He sai 
| } | The. next Witness was Lyle one sleeve of the carmen 
(Jack) White of 114 Herrick St, | | turned inside-out when ће 
Athens, an employe of the Valle | it 
' Credit Bureau w hich also was an Goss was folloy ) the st 
‚ А | agent for the Western Union Co by John McKent M <-В 
i | Не testified that on Oct. 30. 1973: ге, who Said ће is a firs 
Mrs. Јозерћ McKenna. Gerard's of Gerard McKenna іе Said that 
mother, sent a $40 posta] monev ie Monday night, Oct. 29. 1973. 
order to the дос used slayer in | he Was working as a bartender 
Wilkes- Barre, Pa > jat the Silve Que Hotel in 
The next Witness. Mrs. Helen | Wilkes-Barre, owne and оре 
x 'atsko of Luzerne, Ра „ а Marty led by Mrs. Alice Toole. and Saw 
firmed Виз Line t ticket agent- Gerard McKenna at the bar a 
aon Меке ae it w "do, уед to ard, who remained until about 1 
Ex. Кер established it identification | a.m. The witness said he talked | 
| Ver's license. = rough his dri. with Gerard, who told } ит ће was | 
Муу coming from the Southern states 
Carmella С; ampbell, со-ође | and was going 
А of Campbell's Taxi in Wav, ae moie W 5 home [а soe nis 
ee. averly 
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A | | | mother, 
Which is also a Western U 


Ly Хи nion 
agency, Lestified 


that Mrs, Ме. 


(Continued on Page 10. Column 3) 
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30, 1973, 


was in 1061, 


| mother, Mrs, Alice Toole, 


| Western 


but did not talk to him. 


hour. She said she had not seen 
Gerard in about 15 years until 
that night. | 
Under cross-examination, Mrs. 
Toole said that the $40 money or- 
der she cashed was sent by Mrs. 
Vera McKenna and from a docu- 
ment presented her by Attorney 
Walrath read of a money order 
payable to Gerard in the sum of 
$29.70 and sent to him at Chat- 
tancoga, Tenn., on Nov. 1, 1973. 
She said that the $40 money or- 
der she cashed had been sent to 
the Wez ern Union office in the 
Martz bus station, Wilkes-Barre. 
Trooper David Brubaker of the 
и Bradferd County State Police де- 
tail wé, recalled for the third 
time during the trial and identi- 





` John said that at 6 p.m. Oct. 

he was at the hotel 
| п for a half hour and Ger- 
‘ard was there. Gerard told him, 
‘the witness said, that he had car 
‘trouble and had stayed over. Pri- 
| ог to Oct, 29, 1973, the witness 
| вата, the last time he had seen 


Miss Regina M. Toole, also of 
| Wilkes-Barre, was called to the 
| Stand and said that she and her 
live 
at the Silver Queen Hotel and 
own and operate the bar. She said 
she works there at times and was 
tending bar Oct, 30, 1973 when 
she saw Gerard McKenna, who 
is her first cousin. This was ђе 
tween 6 and 7 p.m. she said, and 
Gerard wanted her to cash a 
Union money order, 
| which she did, Under cross-exam- 
|ination, Miss Toole said she saw 
| Gerard at the bar Oct. 29, 1973, 


Mrs. Alice Toole was the next 
state witness. She said that Ger- 
ard is her nephew, the son of 
her brother, the late Joseph Mc- 
Kenna. She said that on Tuesday, 
Oct. 30, at 6:30 o'clock, she saw 
Gerard at the bar. He said he 
wanted a check cashed and when 
she asked him what he was doing, 
he replied that he and his broth- 
er were selling restaurant sup- 
plies in Buffalo. He also said he 
was going to Pittsburgh, and re 
mained at the bar for about an 





fied two documents sent him from 
the state police at Harrisburg as 
copies of Gerard McKenna's cur- 
rent driving license and data per- 
taining to it. 

Trooper Richard Samer of the 
State Police detail was the last 
witness to testify Wednesday. 
Trooper Samet, who has been 
serving in a security capacity for 
McKenna since the trial got un- 
der way Nov. 18, said he was 
assigned to the Coston case Nov. 
3, 1973 and went to Mile Lane 
Road in Athens Township ђе 
hind the Blue Swan Airport near 
where Sharron's body was found. 

He said that he visited the 
scene where the body was found. 
The body was still there, the top 
half being covered with a pastic 
green trash bag on which there 
were several puddles of water. 

The body was 10 feet, eight 
inches from a wooden fence and 
(ће area was considerably wood- 
ed. The head was pointed to the 
south and the feet north. There 
were several bruises on the thigh, 
the trooper said, and bruises on 
the inside of both ankles. This 
was at 2:30 p.m. Nov. 3, 1973. 

Trooper Samer identified а 
number of photos of the scene as 
he viewed it while the body was 
still there and then court adjourn- 
ed until 9 o'clock this morning. 

Mamy attending the trial have 
notec the presence of an attrac- 
tive young woman seated at a 
table near the defense team. She 
is Mrs. Linda. Gamble of Wells- 
boro, a legal secretary with sev- 
en years’ experience employed in 
the law office of Attorney Wal- 
rath. Her husband is Thomas 
Gamble, a foreman at the Corn- 
ing Glass Works, and they: have 
a little daughter. Attorney Wal- 
rath says she is very efficient 
at her job and comes to court 
sessions here when needed to take 
testimony and then transcribe it 





























far use by the defense team the! 


next day. This is required by law 
in major criminal cases now and 
Mr. Walrath says that if Mrs. 
Gamble were not available to do 
the court secretarial work for 
him, the county would have to 
provide some one to do it. 
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"By ASHTON MERRILL 


The trial of Gerard P. McKenna, 41, 
| Sayre, took another dramatic and startling 
| turn in county court here Thursday morn- 
| | ing when a Lackawanna, N.Y., young 

= woman pointed out from the witness stand 
the defendant as the man she found astride 
| her in her bed when she awoke early in the 
- morning of Oct. 26, 1973. He, she said, was 
brandishing a knife and a looped belt and 
- threatening to kill her. 
| -—The date that the pretty witness said the 
"assault was perpetrated on her was two 
d days prior to the time the Commonwealth 
- Claims McKenna murdered and raped 
Sharron Coston, also of Sayre. The witness 
Said that she was 17 years old when the 
E su occurred; Sharron Coston was 16 
Г years old when she met her savage death. 
‘Under direct examination by Special 
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Woman 


Says McKenna 
Assaulted Her 





| Says He Threatened 
To Kill Her 


Assistant District Attorney Arthur В. Shu- 
man of Philadelphia, Mrs. Kim Hucksoll, 
now 18, said she was sleeping in the home 
of her mother in Lackawanna, N.Y., near 

Buffalo, when she was awakened about 

2:30 o’clock in the morning of Oct. 26 a 

year ago to find a man astride her stomach 

and trying to kiss her. She said he had a 

knife in one hand and a belt in the other. 

The knife she said she later found had been 

taken from her mother’s kitchen and the 

belt, of leather, was looped. She stated that 
she grabbed the knife blade with both 
hands, cutting portions of them in the 
process. She testified that she started to 
Scream and the man said “Now I am going 
to kill you.” She said that she reached up 
and scratched her assailant’s face and 
forehead. Aroused by her screaming, the 
young woman said, her 14-year-old broth- 
er, Conrad, who had been sleeping in 
another room not far away, came into her 
room, turned on the light, pushed her 
assailant on the shoulder and asked, 
“What are you doing here?” At this her 
attacker, Mrs. Hucksoll Stated, jumped 
out of her bed and ran down the stairs and 
out of the house, 

At this point in her testimony, the 
witness was asked by Attorney Shuman if 
her assailant was in the courtroom and she 
replied in the affirmative, pointing to 
McKenna who was seated at the defense 
table with his legal team, Attorneys 
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Thomas Walrath and William Hebe of 
Wellsboro and Lonnie Frawley of Towan- 
da. McKenna remained silent, motionless 
as she identified him. 

Continuing her testimony, Mrs. Hucksoll 
declared that after her assailant had left, 
she ran downstairs, and called the police, 
her mother being away at the time. She 
said she found her assailant’s coat and 
shoes on the couch and in the pocket of the 
coat were two match packs, some keys and 
a wallet with identification cards. The 
kitchen window was open. When the police 
came, the witness said, it was found that a 
garbage can had been placed against the 
Side of the house under the kitchen win- 
dow. The handle of the knife with which 


she was threatened, she said, was wrapped , 


with a half of a dish towel. The other half 
was found downstairs. 


: During his examination of Mrs. Huck- 
soll, Attorney Shuman asked her how her 
assailant was holding the belt. She hesitat- 
ed in her reply, and the special assistant 
district attorney then removed his own 
belt, handed it to her, and she made a loop 
of it. 

At the close of her testimony, she said 
her assailant, whom she had identified as 
McKenna, was arrested for the assault and 
entered a plea of guilty. This closed the 
morning session. 


Y ' the convening of the afternoon 
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session at 1:40 o’clock, Mrs. Hucksoll 
again took the witness stand ‘or cross- 
examination by Attorney Wali th, chief 
defense counsel. She disclosed that the 
night in question, she was spending at her 
mother’s home while her husband was 
spending the night elsewhere. She said 
that at a preliminary hearing for her 
assailant in Lackawanna held on Dec. 4. 
1973, she said under oath that her attacker 
was McKenna, but did not testify that he 
had tried to kiss her. She said she grabbed 
the knife in both hands and began to 
scream, the man not jumping off her 
stomach until her brother came in and 
turned on the lights. She said that after the 
man had gone downstairs, she and her 
brother followed and found a door wide 
open that had been locked and required a 
key to get in, She said she called her uncle. 
a policeman, the police then coming. 
Under cross-examination, Mrs. Hucksoll 
said that two informations (charges) had 
been filed against McKenna at the time, 
Asked if she had ever seen the statement 
she gave to the police about the matter 
she replied in the negative. She said that 
the charges against McKenna resulti 
from the Oct. 26. 1973 incident we 
burglary and the physical assault on her 
She declared that the burglary charge was 
dismissed and added that she did not 
appear in court and had no personal 
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of any plea that was made. 
she had testified at the pre- 
liminary hearing in Lackawanna that her 
assailant had a belt in his hand when she 
awoke to find him astride her, Mrs. 
Hucksoll said “I think I did." She was 
handed a document by Attorney Walrath 
and asked to read it to refresh her 
memory. Objections from Attorney Shu- 
man followed and a recess was declared 
' for a conference in Judge Williams’ cham- 
bers. 
, When the trial was resumed, Judge 
| Williams declared that as a result of the 
conference, a stipulation had been agreed 
| upon by the defense and the Common- 
‚ wealth which he read. In the stipulation it 
Î was agreed that the document which had 
^T been presented as a defense exhibit was a 
true copy of the transcript dated Dec. 3, 
` 1973 in the case of the People of New York 
against Gerard McKenna in county court 
| at Lackawanna, N.Y., and that reference 
made by the witness that the belt was 
found on the bed was no indication that the 
defendant did or didn't have a looped belt 
"an his hand. This concluded the cross- 
examination of Mrs. Hucksoll, but under 
re-direct, Attorney Shuman asked her “Бо 
you recall being asked (at the earlier New 
York.State hearing) about the belt?" and 
she replied in the negative. Then he asked: 
| “Did McKenna have a belt in his hand in 
the form of a noose," and she replied 
| “Yes.” 
= A Following Mrs. Hucksoll to the witness 
| chair was her 14-year-old brother, Conrad 
Mankey. He said that on Oct. 26, 1973 he 
TW was living in the home of his mother at 
ES. Lackawanna, N.Y., and in the early hours 
К, = of that day was in bed sleeping. He said ће 
E awoke when his sister started to scream. 
He said he ran to her bedroom, turned on 
thelight and saw a man hunched over her 
| inher bed and seated on her stomach. The 
youth testified that heran to the side of the 
bed, the man turned and looked and 
` Conrad shouted “What are you doing 
| here?" At this, the man ran out of the room 
a and down the stairs. 
E —— | Asked by Attorney Shuman if he knew 
Я | Gerard McKenna as the assailant and 
could point him out in the courtroom, 
Conrad said that he could and then pointed 
in the defendant’s direction. He then 
declared that he had seen McKenna at his 
. mother's house for about 10 minutes in 
| daylight two weeks prior to the assault on 
his sister. 
There was no cross-examination of the 
youth, 
Conrad Mankey was the last witness to 
testify Thursday in the trial that got under 
way Nov. 18 with Judge Evan S. William 
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(Continued from page one) 
Williams said that the rest of the time 
yesterday would be spent deciding which 
exhibits introduced by both sides would be 
admissible as evidence. 

Judge Williams then said the trial would 
resume this Friday morning at 9 o'clock 
and told the jury that the Commonwealth 
has indicated its case-in-chief will be 
concluded this morning and in this event 
the defense has said it would be ready to 
immediately proceed. 

Thursday morning's court session was 
convened at 9:40 o'clock with the calling of 
Sgt. Francis Panuccio of the State Police 
unit at Wyoming by the Commonwealth to 
the witness stand. 

Sgt. Panuccio said that he was serving 
with the Towanda detail in late 1973 and on 
Nov. 5 of that year was assigned to the 
Coston case. He declared that on Nov. 5, 
1973, he went to the Lowery Funeral Home 
in Athens with Lieut. Edward Bloomer of 
the state police here where he met Trooper 
David Brubaker and a Mr. McDonald. He 
said that Trooper Brubaker took labora- 
tory samples from Sharron's body. From 
the funeral home, the state police went to 
the state police command post in the Sayre 
police station where Trooper Brubaker put 
the samples in a sealed envelope. The 
envelope with the samples, Sgt. Panuccio 
said, was brought on Nov. 5 to the state 
police barracks here where until Nov. 9 it 
was locked up in safety. On Nov. 9, Sgt. 
Panuccio said, he turned over the sealed 
envelope with the samples to Trooper 
Michael Jordan who took them to the state 
police crime laboratory at Wyoming. 

Under cross-examination by Attorney 
Walrath, Sgt. Panuccio was presented a 
document with a request to read it and 
refresh his recollection. This brought on a 
side-bar conference and at its conclusion, 
Attorney Walrath asked Sgt. Panuccio: 
“Do you have any recollection of the day 
Nov. 13, 1973?" The witness replied “Not 
every hour" and he was handed a docu- 
ment with his signature on it. This brought 
on a Commonwealth objection and a con- 
ference in chambers. When the trial was 
resumed at 10:30, the Court said it sus- 
tained the Commonwealth objection to this 
line of questioning. Attorney Walrath then 
asked of Sgt. Panuccio “1s it true that from 
Nov. 5, 1973 to Dec. 27, 1973 you were a 
member of the investigative team as- 
signed to the Coston case?" The officer 

replied that after his transfer to Wyoming 
Dec. 27, 1973 he was no longer a member of 
the team referred to. His cross-examina- - 
tion ended at this point. 

Next witness was Lyle Jack White оѓ 
Athens who works for the Valley Credit 


Bureau and is agent at the Sayre office of r 


Western Union. He identified a copy of a 


" Western Union money order bearing the 





date of Oct. 30, 1973 and the time 4:15 p.m. 
The amount of the money order was $40. 
The sender was Mrs. Vera McKenna and 
the receiver was her son, Gerard, who was 
to call for it at the Martz Bus Station in 
Wilkes-Barre. 

Helen Yatsko of Luzerne, Pa., testified 
that she is employed at the Martz Trail- 
way office in Wilkes-Barre and is an agent 
there for Western Union. She identified a 
money order she handled on Oct. 30, 1973, 
receiving it at 4:58 p.m. She said that a 
check in the sum of $40 was delivered to 
Gerard McKenna at 6:30 Oct. 30, 1973. She 
said that for identification, McKenna pre- 
sented his Pennsylvania driver’s license 
bearing the numerals 124-234-89. There 
was no cross-examination of the witness. 

Mrs. Carmella Campbell of Sayre RD 1 
said she and her husband operate a taxi 
business in Waverly and its office is also: 
Western Union headquarters. She said that 
she was working there Nov. 1, 1973 when 
Mrs. Vera McKenna sent a money order at 
10:10 a.m. in the sum of $25 to Chatta- 
nooga, Tenn., where it was to be picked up 
by Gerard McKenna. 

Under cross-examination, Mrs. Camp- 
bell was asked: “Do your records at 
Waverly indicate whether a money order 
in the sum of $25 was sent to Gerard 
McKenna on Oct. 27, 1973? Mrs. Campbell 
said she had no such record in her office 
but if there was one, it would be kept at St. 
Louis, Mo., where all Western Union 
records are maintained. 

Genevieve Herring of Chattanooga, 
Tenn., testified that she is a Western Union 
operator and that she received a money 
order in the sum of $25 at 10:32 a.m. Nov. 1, 
1973. It was sent from Waverly by Mrs. 
Vera McKenna to her son, Gerard, the 
witness said. She said she handed the 
money огдег to Gerard at 12:29 p.m. Nov. 
1. 1973 after he had produced a Pennsyl- 
vania driver's-license bearing the num- 
bers 124-234-89 and the address 333 North 
Wilbur Avenue, Sayre. 

The next Commonwealth witness was 
Mrs. Loretta Foley of New Orleans, La. 
She said she was living there Nov. 2, 1973, 
her home being close to that of Gerard 
McKenna's sister, Mrs. Vera Apken. She 

said she saw Gerard there on Nov. 2, 1973 
and he appeared “messy and agitated.” 
She also stated that Gerard's sister came 
to her (Mrs. Foley's) house to call her 
mother, Mrs. Vera McKenna, in Sayre. 
She stated that she saw Gerard at his 

~ sister's home, stating that he arrived in a 
¿dark-colored station wagon which was 
parked in front of his sister's residence in 

_ New Orleans. 

Following Mrs. Foley to the stand was 
Mrs. Kim Hucksoll whose testimony pro- 
vided the dramatic high point of the trial 
Thursday. - 
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tically pointed out | bed me from behind 
Gerard McKenna as the man who | the floor on my 


| , threw me to 
{ | Taped her and had nearly strang- 
| 


back and attempt- 
ed (an unnatural Sex act). I avoid- 
ed it by turning my head, He 


where I called 


led her. to death in 
ment about 4 a.m. on 
‚ ing of May 28, 1967. 


nder direct q 
4  ' - Under questioning by Special 


mach and attempted (another ип- 


Natural sex act), but Was again raped her, 
М | Prosecutor Arthur Shuman, Mrs. unsuccessful. Holding me tightly 
- | Blatchley stated that “she 


was | by the arm, bruising it, he then 
| 18 years of аве at the time and half-dragged me to the bath room 
^ A She had moved into the | where he found some soap (Гог 


-` apartment complex at 418 Bur. lubrication) and forced me back 
} | bundy St., New Orleans, She had | to the bed where he. raped me, 
?- à n residing in that apartmen 


4 
for two days when she was awak. dressed. He again asked me if [| 10:12 алт. for 
____епед on the morning.of May 9g wanted a free 

_ to find a man Straddling her sto- 
| mach, 


only casually 
ager 


She sat down] at 11:25 when 
е man, according to | in 
Mrs. Blatchley, asked her 


| i “How | the man later identified as Мое. |а mistrial] whic 
i would | she like a free apart- | Kenna, got down on his knees | nied by Judge ] 
ment? saying that “he loved her,” The balance 

vet 1 : 


| "I started “Sobbing as І knew 
| What was going to happen. 1 


І was sobbing but I said I|b 
i “О, My God! No” 


loved him too, to save my life, | fense submitted 


I agreed to the free apartment so ments to be us 
he could visit me 


said, 











Kim Huskol] 
her 14-year-old 


Was #00 | which was located in the S 


fled to the ћоте of 


arrested, convicted and sentenc- 
ed to 15 years." 


It was here that Mrs. Blatchley, 
then turned те Over on my sto- ur 
to McKenna as the m 


She said she 


as he was the 
of the apartment complex, 
There was no c 


lion by the defense 
“After that he asked me to реј |™Onwealth arrested 


‘Court reconvener 
a chair and sobbed and that | Thomas Walrath ар; 
efore the noon recess, the dle- 


Following the testimony of Mrs, 
Thursday afternoon, 


МеКепп 
ed her 


kill you." 

The young woman said she grabbed the 
knife with both hands cutting her fingers 
and also reached up and scratched his face 
and forehead, 

At that moment her 14-year-old brother, 
Cornelius, came into the room, turned on the 
light and asked what the intruder was doing, 

The man ran out of the room and out of 
the house, Miss Hocksoll said. 

Asked by special prosecutor Arthur 
Shuman if the man was in the courtroom, 
Miss Hocksoll pointed to McKenna and said, 
"Yes, that’s him.” 

аи with her story, Miss Hocksoll 
said she found a coat and shoes on the couch 
downstairs and. police later found a wallet in 
the eoat which identified McKenna as the 
intruder. id 

Cornelius Hocksoll followed his sister on 
the witness stand when court reconvened. in 
the afternoon and verified her. account of the 
‘assault incident. 
^ Мета who is being tried for the rape 
and murder of Miss Sharon J. Coston, 16, of 
Sayre, was indicted in January 1974 by an 
Erie County, МУ. grand jury; on assault 
and burglary charges stemming from the 
incident in the Hocksoll home. 

He was being held on the charge at the 
time of his extradition back to Bradford 
County to stand trial for the murder of Miss 

oston. 
у The prosecution today expects to call one 
| final witness before the defense begins its 
| case. 
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uusin vertus OU UK the 4,300 employes it laid 
off. | и. 

| Wheeling-Pittsburgh Steel said it had not 
‘been forced to teduce production during the 
strike, but “we're quite relieved, of course," 
а spokesman said, 

"We managed to avoid any loss of steel 
production, but there still is a cost con- 
Sequence in the price of coal Which We 
haven't been.able to determine,” fic said, „г> 

Third-ranked National Steel Corp. an 
seventh-ranked Jones & Laughlin Steel 
Corp. did not make any cutbacks in steel 
production during the strike. | 

National had no comment on its status 
throughout negotiations. J&L said would 
begin calling back the 2,000 idled coal mine 
maintenance workers inimediately, 

But questions will remain for sometime 
about how soon full steel production can be 
attained in those companies who had cut- 
backs. 

"When I look at the vote, [ don't see a 
smooth transition, a smooth return to work,” 
said one obseryer not associated with the 
major companies. 
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had attempted to rape and then | 
threatened to kill her | (Continued from Расе 1) 


| tion following the youth's 
adjourning 
the court 45 minutes earlier than 
Judge Williams Stated that 
would 
Which exhibits by 
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; The trial of Gerard McKenna 
with jury selection, appears to be 

| headed towards a finish this com- 

E = ing week as both sides complet- 
ү ed testimony and summations will 
3 be given the jury starting Mon- 


day, 

The summations by the oppos- 

ing lawyers will be followed by а 

charge to the jury by Bradford 

County Judge Evan 5. Williams 

and then the verdict of the jury 

Will be the final act, at least in 
| Bradford County. 

The Commonwealth rested its 

case yesterday morning at about 

10:12, following & dramatic nar- 

ration by Mrs. Sherry Blatchley 














of Phoenix, Arizona, who related 
an account of rape and attempr- 
ed perverted sexual acts at the 
hands of McKenna May 28, 1967, 
while she was residing in New 


Orleans and McKenna was thc 
manager of an apartment com- 
plex in which she was residing. 

A full account of Mrs. Blatch- 
ley's testimony appeared in yes- 
temay's edition of The Evening 
Times. 

When Mrs. Blatchley finish- 
ed her testimony Special Assist- 
ant District Attorney Arthur Shu- 
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of the crimes 
with which he is charged, 

Attorney Thomas Walrath, chief | Court denied 
defense counsel, filed a motion When 


for mistrial and one for acquittal | started at 1:40 p.m., Set, 


| Summations Start Monday 


man announced that the Common-| of the defendant 
of Sayre, which started Nov. 18|wealth rested its case. 


Раписсто of the State Police de- 
tail at Wyoming who was station- 
ed in Towanda’ at the time the 
Coston case broke, was called as 
the first defense witness. 

He was asked if he could re- 
call the names of any reliable 
witnesses who had said they had 
seen on Nov. 2, 1973, a car sim- 
ilar to the one McKenna had been 
driving, parked near the scene 
that the body was found on Nov. 
3. The witness recalled that the 
mother of a boy whose last name 
was Decker had called the com- 
mand post at the Sayre Police 
Station to the effect that her son, 
aged about 12 or 13, had some 
information. 





Sgt. Panuccio said that Trooper 
John George had driven the boy 
out to the spot where he claimed 
he saw a dark-colored station wa- | 


gon about 10:30 the night of Nov. 
21 1973. 


The boy's story was checked | 


wut, the witness said, but nothing 


was developed from it. He said| 


also that numerous persons call- 
ed in with information about cars 
near the scene where the body 
was found — cars of all colors 
and descriptions. 

Asked by: Attorney Shuman if 
investigation revealed that Mc- 
Kenna's car could not have been 
at the Athens Township scene ou 
Noy. 2, 1973, because it was in 
New Orleans that day, the wit- 


(Continued on Page 10, Column 1) 
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(Continued from Page 1) | 


ness replied In the affirmative,| * 
saying that he learned this two 
weeks after the body was found. 

Shortly after Sgt. Panuccio's 
testimony, the defense rested its | 
casa so he was not only the first 
witness for the defense in the 
Sharron Goston murder trial but 
the only one, since the defendant 
chose not to testify in his own 
behalf. 

The trial will go into its con- 
cluding phases Monday morning | 
at 9 o'clock, Tha first item on 
the agenda for that day is the 
defense summation to the jury. 
This will be followed by the Com- 


monwealth summation and the 
Court’s charge, 


A guilty verdict could bring a 
life sentence. 
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PEOPLE. £^ .. 
PLACES. ce || 
THINGS- PALUZZI 


With each passing day the case of the Commonwealth ot 4f 
Pennsylvania against Gerard McKenna in the murder-rape uf 1 
Sharron Coston draws closer and closer to the day when «ће | 
opposing lawyers will give their summations to the six-man, six-| 
woman jury. Monday to be exact. 

What happens then is anyone's guess and that goes for those 
of us who are in the courtroom every day | 

What isn’t a guess is that the trial is going to cost Bradford 
County a “ton of money.” A figure of $150,000 is being tossed 
around and that won't get any big argument from me, although а 
personal guess is closer to $100,000. 

There can never be any doubt that both the defense and the 
offense are pulling out all stops. The trial is being hotly and 
fairly contested between the lawyers Involved, and I stress the 
word hotly. 


| 
| 





In fact, they spend more time in so-called “sidebar” confer-] 
ences than a drunk does at a bar during a “happy hour" | 

Keep in mind that there are five lawyers involved and ай 
being paid by Bradford County. I personally think its great th 
all of this “brain trust” is at work in the interest of justice | 
I also think it’s time to use a lit tle discretion with some 
bills. l 

DA Maury Epstein has Art Shuman from Philadelphia оп | 
his side, while Public Defender Lonnie Frawley had Tom Wal 


rath and Bille Hebe on his team. 

The motel and food bills are staggering, and not all of it be-i 
ing spent in Bradford County. 

To those of us who are daily viewers the delays are very 
exasperating. I fully realize that every angle of Леза! justice 
must ђе researched and both sides are, as I said before, going 
all out. Most delays are excusable. 

One of these days, when the trial is over, ТЇЇ give you an 
inside story of just how hard the lawyers are worki 
fort to win the case. 

Let's cover some of the odds and 
that haven't been in print and the tl 
or may not be news: 

First of all the burden of provin 





E MC n 5 Su b 

ly on the Commonwealth. The defense does not have to prove 
74 innocent. ... If McKenna is judged guilty it's а safe 
bet that the appeals will go all the way to the State Supreme 
ү . ‘the defendant does not have to take the witness 
Stand, unless by his choice, and if he does not, it is not to be 
judged' that he has something to hide. . Attorney Walrath i: 
no stranger to McKenna. He de fended hir m in 1962 on a batter 
and assault case. ... Mr. Walrath st arted his law practice n 
Athens back about 1952, with John Vallile S about six months 


. McKenna never shows any outw EN emotions of concern, On 
day he is dressed in dark blue suit, the next day in a gray sui 
and then will mix the two for sport ensembles, (All those day 
I spent as a haberdasher come in handy.) ... But the min 
must be getting blank because the girls in the office asked m 
what attractive Kim Hocksoll was wearing when she testifie 
against the defendant and I couldn't answer the question. 
Contrary to popular belief the courtroom is never packed to c 
pacity. ... Its interesting to watch the jurors. Hearing can] 
a problem in the big room and all twelve heads swing back ar 
forth in unison as they look at either the witness or the lawye 
Judge Williams has another problem to face, besides keeping t 
lawyers from each other's throat; There are about 20 people ; 
told who can never leave the room unless a recess is called . TI 
means His Honor has to consider the forces of nature. 

Remember, as the TV ad says, you can't fool with Moth 
| Nature, 
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A Long Weekend For Some People 
For some of the persons 


Gerard McKenna of Sayre, 


/ 
ё» + е == 


will be sequestered at (ће of the Pennsylvania State 


| yesterday for a lunch break, Lt, Edward Bloomer, rear, 
involved in the trial of 

Towanda Motel, having been Police, pictured at center, 
z ` today and Synday may seem instructed by the judge that Will remain in Bradford 
1 | a bit longer than the usual it is still very important that County Jail this weekend. 
| | weekend. they not discuss the case With the knowledge that a 
| | The fourteen jurors and with each other. decision on his innocence or 

- tipstaves who accompany The defendant, ac- guilt is in the near future 

| ye едан above companied by Trooper (Daily Review Ph К 
i faving the courthouse 4 8 'W Photos 
| Richard Samer, front, and | by Gene Daly) 
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Alleged Victum 


Statements, 


By ASHTON MERRILL 


Events moved with startling and breath- 

taking rapidity Friday in the trial of 

Gerard P. McKenna of Sayre, charged 

with the murder and rape on Oct. 28, 1973 

of Sharron Jean Coston, 16-year-old daugh- 

ter of Mr. and Mrs. Eugene Coston, also of 
Sayre. 

At 9:40 o'clock in the morning, when 
court convened for the day, the Common- 
wealth called its last witness, Mrs. Sherry 
Blatchley of Phoenix, Arix., who related 
an account of rape and perverted sexual 
acts at the hands of the defendant seven 
years ago when she was 18 so explicitly 
shocking that some of the observers in the 
courtroom were moved to tears. 

At 10:12 a.m., Special Assistant District 
Attorney Arthur К. Shuman announced 
that the " ~nmonwealth rested its case-in- 
chief. - 

At 11:25a.m., Attorney Thomas Walrath 
of Wellsboro, chief defense counsel, filed a 
motion for a mistrial and one for acquittal 
of the defendant of the crimes with which 
he is charged. The Court denied both. 

At 1:40 p.m., Attorney Walrath called 
Sgt. Francis Panuccio of the State Police 
detail at Wyoming as the first witness for 
the defense. 

At 2 p.m., Attorney Walrath announced 
that the defense had rested and Attorney 
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Charge To Jury To Be Monday 


Shuman declared that the Commonwealth 

had no rebuttal. 

At 2:10 p.m., Judge Williams ordered the 
jury from the courtroom and directed 
Gerard McKenna and his chief counsel, 
Attorney Walrath to appear before him. 
Speaking to McKenna, Judge Williams 
asked him if he was aware that his counsel 
had indicated he would not take the stand 
in his own defense. Answering for his 
client, Attorney Walrath said that he had 
advised McKenna that he had had the right 
to testify and the right not to testify in his 
own behalf but had chosen not to. 

At this point, the jury returned to the 
courtroom and a recess Was declared for a 
conference in the judge's chambers by the 
Court and attorneys for both sides. 

At 2:45 p.m., Judge Williams returned to 
the bench and declared that the conference 
had been conducted to decide on a 
schedule to follow for the remainder of the 
trial-the summation to the jury by the 
defense and the Commonwealth and the 
Court's charge to the jury. 

“It is the Court's opinion," Judge Wil- 
liams stated, “that this all should be done 
in a single дау.” Не then stated that Court 
would adjourn until 9 a.m. Monday when 
the defense will make its summation. This 
will be followed by the Commonwealth’s 
summation and the Court’s charge, and 
the jury will retire to its deliberations. In 
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announcing his decision to adjourn Court 
until Monday, Judge Williams stated that 
"Ву sheer coincidence, this portion of the 
trial concluded at the beginning of another 
weekend,” and he felt no further activity 
wise, particularly since no Saturday ses- 
sion had been planned due to Attorney 
Walrath’s health problems. The Court 
ordered the jury to return to its quarters in 
the Towanda Motel where it has been 
sequestered since Nov. 18, when the selec- 
tion of a jury started. In his remarks to the 
14 jurors, Judge Williams said “Now that 
the evidence in this case has been con- 
cluded, it would not be unnatural for you to 


discuss the case at this point among your- , 


selves. You simply cannot doit. There is a 
strict prohibition against your discussing 
the case until you have heard the summa- 
tions and the Court's charge and retire to 
your deliberations.” 

Thus one of the most complex and lurid 
trials in the county’s history wound down 
to near its conclusion. Few expected the 
defense to rest 50 abruptly and even some 
Court attendants and officials were caught 
unaware. 

Certainly the most shocking testimony 
in a trial that has been filled with lurid 
details was that given Friday morning by 
Mrs. Sherry Blatchley, who is married and 
the mother of a six-year-old girl and a 


(SEE TESTIMONY, page eight) 
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(Continued ! 


six-week-old son who is hospitalized with a 
heart condition, She was the second Com- 
monwealth witness to testify to an assualt 
by the defendant, the first being Mrs. Kim 
Hucksoll, 18, of Lackawanna, N.Y., who on 
Thursday gave her testimony. Both young 
women referred to the knife and the looped 
belt in McKenna’s possession. 

Mrs. Blatchley, in calm, measured 
tones, said that on May 28, 1967, she was 
residing in an apartment complex at 418 
Burgundy Street, New Orleans, La., of 
which Gerard McKenna was manager. She 
stated that she was asleep at 4 a.m. and 
awoke to feel a tightening around her neck, 
caused by a belt in the hands of a man 
sitting astride her stomach, a leg on each 


~ 


"side of her. 


“Не was facing me,” the young woman 
said, and asked her, “Ноу would you like a 
free apartment?" 

«I started sobbing, Mrs. Blatchley 
said, and then cried out, “Oh, my God, 
no!" 


At this, the witness testified, the man 
tightened the belt about her neck and 
attempted to rape her but was unsuccess- 
ful. She said she was scared and tense, but 
she was able to make а run for the door. 
Before she got to the door, Mrs. Blatchley 
stated, the man picked her up bodily and 
threw her to the floor, jumping back on top 
of her and tightening the belt. She said her 
assailant appeared enraged at her 
attempts to get away. She said she tried [0 
fight when he attempted unnatural sex 
acts and then the man dragged her to the 
bathroom by the wrist. There he found a 
piece of soap, wet his hands, and dragged 
her back to the bed. He then used the soap 
on himself and her and raped her. 

The witness stated that after the act was 
committed, her attacker told her to get up 
and get dressed, which she did. She said 
she walked out of the apartment with him 
and he said he was taking her to his 
apartment ‘because I was going to sta) 
there”. 
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| got down on his knees and said he loved me 
and that he would give me the use of an 
apartment free if I would let him come to it 
two or three times a week, I told him I 
loved him and he could come to the 
apartment. However, I had no intention of 
doing it. I was trying to save my life". 
Under questioning by Attorney Shuman, 
the witness said that when she turned her 


р: 
| erying”’, Mrs. Blatchley stated. “The man 


| 
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8 kitchen knife nearby. 


McKenna three weeks prior to the attack 
in connection with his duties as manager 
| of the apartment complex in which she 
lived. She stated that after her 
, Conversation with the man following the 
| attack, he left her and went back to his 
, apartment. She said she waited a few 
moments and then went to a friend's house 
and called the police. The witness declared 
that the police arrested the man and he 
pleaded guilty to charges of aggravated 
rape and aggravated crimes against 
nature. She declared that during the 
attack all the blood vessels in one eye were 
broken, and she sustained bruises of the 
neck, arms and legs, also sustaining a very 
dark bruise in the area of her collarbone 

' from the belt. 
While discussing the belt aspect of the 
assault, Attorney Shuman removed his 
| belt and gave it to Mrs. Blatchley who 
fastened it in a noose around her neck as 
she said her assailant had done, showing 


Tom page one) 


how it could ђе tightened to shut off 
breathing. | 
At this point, Attorney Shuman asked 
Mrs. Blatchley if she could identify her 
assailant in the courtroom, and she 
_ pointed to Gerard McKenna at the defense 
_ table, just as Kim Hucksoll had done 
Thursday. 












































































“I was exhausted and hurt and sat down, 


head at one time during the attack she saw 


Mrs. Blatchley said she had known 


| 
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During the examination of Mrs. 
Blatchley, Attorney Walrath interrupted 
for several sidebar conferences. However, 

| At the close, he did not cross-examine Mrs. | 
Blatchley, sayng that “it was because of 
the objection on record". 

The Commonwealth rested its case at 

| 10:12 and moved for the admission of its 


| exhibits, The first Commonwealth witness 
| was called just а week prior to the last. 


That first witness was Jack Vanderpool 
| who told of finding Sharron Coston’s 
| defiled body in an Athens Township field 
| While out hunting. 
| Late in the morning session, Attorney 
| Walrath made a motion for a mistrial due 
| to the fact that the Common wealth 

introduced evidence of only two prior 
| eriminal acts, those involving Mra. 
. Blatchley and Mrs. Hucksoll, and not the 

third, that involving the death of Janet 

Smith of Woodlawn, N.Y. The court denied 
| the motion. Attorney Walrath then moved 
| that the defendant be acquitted of the 

crime with which he is charged, that of the 
| Murder and rape of Sharron Coston, and 
| this was also denied. The latter motion is a 

| formal one usually made in major 
| criminal trials. 

During the remainder of the morning 
Session, Attorney Walrath went over the 
| admission of a number of exhibits. 
| When the afternoon session started at 

1:40 p.m., Sgt. Francis Panuccio of the 
| State Police detail at Wyoming. who was 
| stationed in Towanda at the time the 
| Coston case broke, was called as the first 

defense witness. He Was asked if he could 
| recall the names of any reliable witnesses 
| who had said they had seen on Nov. 2, 1973, 

а Car similar to the one McKenna had 

been driving, parked near the scene that 

the body was found on Nov. 3. The witness 
recalled that the mother of a boy whose 
last name was Decker had called the 
command post at the Saye Police Station 
to the effect that her son, aged about 12 or 

13, had some information. Sgt. Panuccio 

| said that Trooper John George had driven 

| the boy out to the Spot where he claimed he 

| Saw a dark-colored station wagon about 
_ 10:30 the night of Nov. 2, 1973. The boy’s 
| story was checked out, the witness said, 

‚бш nothing was developed from it. He said 
|“ also that numerous persons called in with 

information about cars near the scene 

‘Where the body was found—cars of all 

colors and descriptions, 

Asked by Attorney Shuman if 
investigation revealed that McKenna’s car 
could not have been at the Athens 
Township scene on Nov. 2, 1973, because it 
was in New Orleans that day, the witness 

| replied in the affirmative, saying that he 
| learned this two weeks after the body was 
found. 

Shortly after Sgt. Panuccio's Lestimony, 
the defense rested its case so he was not 
only the first witness for the defense in the 

| Sharron Coston murder trial but the only 


| 


| опе, since the “defendant chose not to 


testify in his own behalf. 

The trial will go into its concluding 
phases Monday morning at 9 o'clock. The 
first item on the agenda for that day is the 
defense summation to the jury. This will 
be followed by the Commonwealth 
summation and the Court's charge. 
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McKenna Jury Cha 
Following Summations 


Following summations by De | Court this morning, Judge Evan 
fense Attorney Thomas Walrath|S. Williams this aftemmbon began 
Arthur | his 


and Special Prosecutor 


Shuman in Bradford County 


Selection of the jury began Nov. 
18 and turned out to be a lengthy 
affair, interrupted several times 
by Attorney Walrath's requests 
for a trial delay due to the un- 
availability of the chief prosecu- 
tor, Trooper John George of the 


Pennsylvania State Police, who 
underwent open heart surgery 
shortly after the sí jection began. 


The courtroom this morning 
was packed with spectators who 
gathered to hear the summations. 

J3«ef defense counsel Walrath 
started his summation at 9:30 and 


finished at 11 a.m. 

As was epected, he based his 
defense on the exact date of Miss 
Coston's death on the testimony 
of John Rogers. 

“Your determination in this 
case," he told the jurors, “should 
be based solely on the evidence 
presented in this case." 
He briefly referred to the tesu- 
mony of Rim Hocksoll of Lack- 
awanna, N. Y. and Sherry 
Blatchley of Phoenix, Ariz., for- 
merly of New Orieans, La., both 
of whom had testified that they 
had been raped by the defendant. 
“Those cases are in no way con- 
nected to this case,” he told the 


urors. 

Mr. Walrath noted that both the 
autopsy and death certificate list- 
ed the time of death as Nov. 1, 
1973. "The state," he reminded 
the jurors, “proved beyond a sha- 
dow of a doubt that the defend- 
ant was in Wilkes-Barre, Chat- 
tanooga, Tenn., and New Orleans 
from Oct. 29 to Nov. 175 
Walrath hammered away at the 
report cf the pathologist, Dr. John 
Keliy of the Robert Packer Hos- 
pital, who had changed his testi- 
mony when he first stated that 
the the girl was dead at least 
48 hours before being found to 
orally telling the court that she 
could have been dead at least 
one week. 
“И was Dr. Arthur King of the 
Robert Packer Hospital who sign- 
ed the autopsy report and death 
certificate. Why didn’t the Com- 
monwealth call Dr. King to testi- 
fy? The burden was theirs," ас“ 
cording to Atty. Walrath. 

Then he again hammered at 
the credibility of the testimony of 
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John Rogers. "It is only the test- 


imony of Mr. Rogers that places 


charge to 
Gerard McKenna case. 


lhe is being punished for those 


I| ing remarks to the jury said that 


the jury in the 





McKenna, 41, formerly of Sayre, 
is on trial for the alleged rape | 
slaying of Sharron Coston, also of 
Sayre, in October 1973. 





| Mr. Mckenna in Sayre on Oct. 27 
and 28. The Commonwealth plac- 
ed McKenna at Wilkes - Barre, 
Chattanooga and New Orleans 
The death certificate and autop- 
sy report, plus the grave marker, 
places death of Miss Coston as 
Nov. 1, 1973, and McKenna was 
not in the area on Nov. 1,” 
Walrath pointed out that alleg- 


ed various and conflicting stories 





(Continued on Page 5, Column 4) 


McKenna--- 


| (Continued from Page 1) 


given by John Rogers to the po- 
lice. 

Mr. Walrath charged that Rog- 
ers had lied on the witness stand 
when he had been asked if he 
had ever made any suggestive re- 
marks to his cousin, Sharron Cos- 
ton, He denied it. “However,” 
said Attorney Walrath, “Mrs. Cos- 
ton. mother of the dead girl, had 
testified that Rogers had indeed 
made suggestive remarks to his 
cousin. 

“T suggest to you that John 
Rogers to this day, has not told 
the truth. I suggest to you that 
the truth is not in John Rogers. 

“Maybe it’s improper for me 
to suggest that John Rogers could 
be the assailant. The question is, 
can you believe him? 

“The only reason John Rogers 
lied was to protect himself, not 
his sister. Regardless of the fact 
that Gerard McKenna has been 

‘convicted of being a rapist —re- 
gardless of those other crimes— 





crimes, 

“Do not find him guilty of a 
crime he did not commit, If 
there is reasonable doubt as to 
the date of Miss Coston's death 
considering the testimony of John 
Rogers then you should have а 
reasonable doubt. 

On behalf of this human being 
Gerald McKenna, I ask.for an 
acquittal. 

Attorney Shuman in his open- 


“the hardest part of your job lies 
ahead. You, the jurors, will de- 
cide the facts. Questions are not 
evidence. Answers to the ques- 
tions are evidence. 

“The evidence before you is 
more than sufficient to find the 
defendant guilty in the first de- 
gree.” 


|cause Dr. Kelly performed the 
| autopsy. 


{о you by evidence. John Rogers 
| сате in and told you what he 





Mr. Shuman called Mr. Wal- 
rath's summation “а typical case 
of a defensd lawyer who is des- 
perate.”’ 

Shuman™ defended Dr. Kelly’s 
changing of testimony by saying |! 
that “рт, Kelly was a big enough |' 
man to admit he made a mistake. 
I didn't call Dr. Arthur King be 










«Тһе case has been presented 


saw, in part, in the rape of Shar- 
ron Coston. That's direct testi- 
mony. Circumstantial evidence 
was presented to you by all oth- 
er witnesses." 

In speaking of circumstantial 
evidence, Attorney Shuman refer- 
red to the blood on the mattress 
cover found in the McKenna home 
and the blood and hair found in 
the McKenna car. He made ref- 
erence to the testimony that Miss 


Coston, Kim Hocksoll and Sherry 
attractive 
girls, had been raped. “They all 
Together 
they cease to be consistent. They 
become conclusive evidence,” he 


Blatchley, all young 


may be coincidences. 


said. 


“Т must have presented 40 or 50 
case. Pic- 
ture a wheel. A wheel has a hub 
and spokes. John Rogers is the 
hub and all other witnesses were 


consistencies in this 


our spokes," he added. 


“The hub said the spokes were 
right and the spokes told you the 
hub was right. I encourage you 
to examine John Rogers’ testimo- 
ny very closely. Analyze it, the 
way he sat there. Did he duck 
questions? Didn't he tell vou why 
lhe lied? In the end, did he make 


sense? 


«It is your duty to tell the 
world what happened. There is 
only one way that you cannot 
find that man (pointing to Ме, 
Kenna) not guilty, and that is if 
that 
door (pointing to a door in the 
courtroom) and sat by her moth- 


Sharron Coston walked in 


er in the front row. 
“Shall we wait?" he asked. 











During Mr. Shuman's summa- 
tion, Chief Defense Counsel Wal- 
rath on three different occasions 
objected to Mr. Shuman's state 


ments and called for a sidebar | 


conferences with Judge Williams, 


but Mr. Shuman refused to join | 


in the conferences. 





red 


On Mr. Shuman’s rebuttal of 

Mr. Walrath’s remarks about 
Rogers making advances to Shar- | 
ron, Mr. Shuman stated that her | 
mother, while on the witness 
stand, recalled when John had 
made a smart remark in front 
of Sharron. She slapped his face, 
but they remained friends, he 
said. 
Mr. Shuman told the jurors that | 
“there is а big difference between | 
a smart remark amd suggestive | 
advances." 

The court then took its mid- 
day recess. 











| | / St im mations, Jury Charge 
Slated Today In Trial 


McKenna Trial Enters Final Hours 
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By ASHTON MERRILL 


The trial of Gerard P. McKenna of 
Sayre, charged with the murder and rape 
of Sharron Coston, also of Sayre, on Oct. 
28, 1973, resumes this morning at 9 o'clock 
in county court here before Judge Evan 5. 
Williams with the defense making its 
summation to the jury. This is expected to 
be done by Attorney Thomas Walrath of 
Wellsboro, chief defense counsel. Other 
members of the defense legal team «are 
Attorneys William Hebe of Wellsboro and 
Lonnie Frawley of Towanda, who is this 


| county's public defender. 


After the defense presentation, the 
Commonwealth is expected to make its 
summation with Special Assistant District 
Attorney Arthur Б. Shuman of 
Phladelphia assigned the task by District 
Attorney M.L. Epstein. Both have been 
very closely associated throughout the 
prosecution. 


How long the defense and the 


| Commonwealth will take for their, 
summations has not been revealed, but dt, " 


is not expected to take more than 45 
minutes each. 

The summations will be followed by 
Judge Williams' charge and presentation 
of the law as it is applied to this case. The 
charge is expected to be extensive since 
there are many complex angles involved. 

When the charge is completed, the case 
will be turned over to the jury for its 
deliberations. This may be before noon, or 
after noon. When the jury retires to its 
deliberations to ponder the. massive 
amount of evidence and the instructions of 
the Court, the two alternates, Mrs. Joan 
Macafee of Athens RD and Mrs, Gertrude 
Huntington of Columbia Cross Roads, will 
be dismissed-providing the original jury 
of 12 is still intact. Of the 12, six are men 
and six are women. 

Trial of this case was started Monday 
morning, Nov. 18, when the first juror was 
selected--Mrs. Helen Driscoll Carman of 
Luthers Mills. The last jurors were chosen 
Wednesday morning, Nov. 27. The jury has 
been sequestered at the Towanda Motel 
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Since the trial started, under the ` 





supervision of tipstaves headed by Mrs. 
Fran Palumbo of Towanda. The past 
weekend was the third during which the 
jury was sequestered since the trial got 
under way. 

The Commonwealth claims that 
Sharron, who was 16 years old at the time 
of her death, was slain the evening of 
Sunday, Oct. 28, 1973. Sharron's parents, 
Mr. and Mrs. Gene Coston of Lehigh 
Avenue, Sayre, have been in court every 
day since the trial started. Mrs. Coston 
was the second Commonwealth witness. 

The Commonwealth is seeking a verdict 
of murder in the first degree, and if the 
jury finds this verdict, it will be its duty to 
fix the penalty, which could be life 
imprisonment. 

During the course of the trial. the 
Commonwealth presented evidence of two 
prior criminal acts on the part of Gerard 
McKenna, both involving sexual and 
physical assault. Mrs. Kim Hucksoll of 
Lackawanna, N.Y, aged 18, testified that 
the defendant assaulted her early in the 
morning of Oct. 26, 1973 while she was in 
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11975, according to a spokesman for the 
)unty commissioners, 
This was revealed Wednesday, in con- 
ection with the release of the proposed 
шу budget. The proposed budget will 
је voted on Dec, 
пе One mill raise will equal a 10-cent 
dition to every one hundred dollars paid 
Taxes, For every $1,000 paid in taxes, the 
e mill increase would equal $10. 
"Тома! county millage will now equal 20 
ills. Borough or township taxes, as well 
‘School taxes, make up the remainder of : 


31 by the commissioners, 
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the property taxes charged to county 
residents, 

Commissioner Benny Larnard, when 
contacted Wednesday on how the McKen- 
na trial would affect the new budget, told 
The Daily Review that he now only expects 
the county to pay $70,000 for the trial. 
Larnard said the reason for the lower 
figure was that the defense called no 
witnesses. 


Anticipated costs of the trial had pre- 
viously reached as high*as $150,000. 
Court costs in the budget are not as high 
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as the $70,000 McKenna trial figure be- 
cause, according to Larnard, the trial isa 
1974 ехрепа ге. Larnard further explained 
th at the end of the year, the county 
usually has a good sum of money left in 
order that the county will not have to 
borrow money from a bank before state 
funds come in July. 


Larnard said Wednesday that the com- 
missioners believe they will have ап ex. 3 
cess of over $120,000 by the end of the year. 

Full details of the budget are expected to 


be published later this month, 
| 
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4 | Blatchley of Phoenix, Arizona, testified 
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! Thomas Walrath 
ped at her mother's home. Mrs. Sherry and the knife, alleged by the 
Commonwealth to have a part in the 
Coston case, were also referred to by Mrs. 
Hucksoll and Mrs. Blatchley in their 
testimony. 

Just prior to the opening of the 
Commonwealth’s case, McKenna stood 
before Judge Williams and stated he was 
not guilty of the crimes charged aganst 
him. He did not testify in his own behalf. It 
has been the position of the defense that 
Sharron’s death might have occurred later 


Friday that McKenna assaulted her in her 
apartment in New Orleans May 28, 1967 at 
Е, about 4 o'clock in the morning while she 
was sleeping. Both women identified 
| McKenna in court as their assailant. It is 
| the Commonwealth’s contention that the 
| 
|| 


i assaults on Mrs. Hucksoll and Mrs. 


Blatchley were similar in pattern and 
| design to the assault on Sharron Coston, 






Arthur Shuman 
(Daily Review Photos) 


than Oct. 28, 1973, the night 
disappeared from her home. The time 
element is very vital and both counsel for 
the defense and the Commonwealth are 
expected to dwell on it extensively in their 
summations today. Witnesses have 
testified that McKenna was in Wilkes- 
Barre on Oct. 29 and 30; in Chattanooga, 
Tenn., Nov. 1 and in New Orleans on Nov. 
2, the day before the body of Sharron 


Coston was found. 


she 
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| The six-man, six-woman jury 
TD hearing the rape-murder trial of 
г Gerard McKenna, yesterday de- 
| liberated for two hours and 20 
minutes before returning а уег- 
| diet of guilty on both charges at 
5:35 p.m. It then retired again 
and came in at 8:06 p.m. with a 
death penalty for the former 
| Sayreite on the murder. charge. 
|. However, McKenna's chief de- 
[us i fense counsel, Attorney Thomas 
| Walrath, later stated that “as far 
as I am concerned, the jury's 
Р death verdict is meaningless ђе- 
, cause the crime was committed 
| at a time when Pennsylvania did 
not have, a death penalty," and 
said he will file for а new trial 
| and predicted the decision will go 
| immediately to the U.S. Supreme 
But Presiding Judge Evan 5. 
| Williams said that.''the murder 
law that was in effect at the 
time (of the death of Sharron 
Coston) provides for a death pen- 
alty. It’s my judgment that at the 
time this offense was committed 
this law was on the books. In 
- my opinion the law that provides 
for this has not been repealed”. 
He then passed a sentence of 
death upon McKenna on the mur- 
|, der charge, and told the packed 
courtroom that the duty of pass- 
ing sentence on the rape charge 
was his and that he would act 
- later. 

The apparent windup of the 
case, which attracted а tremen- 
dous amount of interest through- 
out Bradford county, came follow- 
ing a lengthy day in court. 

After the defense and prosecu- 
tion concluded their summations 
to the jury by noon yesterday, 

|. Judge Williams started his charge 
| to the jury about 1:55 p.m. and 
concluded at about 3:10. 
| He carefully went over various 
phases of the complex law in- 
, volved, presenting his instructions 
| forcefully and effectively. At the 
| conclusion of his charge, the 
judge said that the jury could 
find the defendant guilty of first 
degree murder, second "degree 
murder, voluntary manslaughter, 
or could not find him guilty of 
anything. He indicated that in his 
opinion, a voluntary manslaugh- 
fer verdict would not apply. Оп 
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‘Defense to Seek New Trial 


the rape charge, he said, the jury 
could find the defendant guilty or 
not guilty. 

Following the court's charge, 
the jury retired to its delibera- 
tions. The clock in the rear of 
the big courtroom showed 3:15. 

At 5:35 the jury returned to 
the courtroom and Judge Wil- 
liams turned to the jury and ask- 
ed, "Have you reached your ver- 
dict?". George Maurer of Wysox, 
foreman, answered affirmatively 
and gave two slips of paper to 
Mrs. Grace Manley, clerk of the 
courts. She handed them to the 
judge, who read them silently and 
then handed them back to her. 
Mrs. Manley then read the ver- 
dicts aloud — ‘‘guilty of murder 
in the first degree," followed by 
"guilty of rape in the first de- 
gree.” 

Judge Williams then announced 
that the duty of passing sentence 
on the rape charge was his, but 
that it was the duty of the jury 
to set its penalty on the charge 
of murder in the first degree, 
which would be life imprisonment 
or death. 

But prior to the jury retiring 
again to deliberate on the penal- 
ty, the jury heard more testimony 
from the prosecution and an ap- 
peal from Attorney Walrath. 

For the Commonwealth, Mrs. 
Manley read a record from her 
files which revealed that in Au- 
gust of 1972 McKenna was arrest- 
ed in Bradford County on charges 
of aggravated assault and bat- 
tery and assault with intent to 
ravish, his victim being a Sayre 
female. 

The jury in the case found. him 
guilty of simple assault. District 
Attorney M. L. Epstein was sworn 
and stated that he prosecuted, 
as district attorney, the case 
against McKenna referred to, and 
that McKenna was found guilty 
of simple assault. He then, at the 
request of Prosecuting Attorney 
Arthur Shuman, identified McKen- 
na as the defendant he prosecut- 
ed in that assault: case. 

Then Attorney Walrath addres- 
sed “the jury on behalf. of his 
client, reading from the defend- 
ant’s court record. He pointed out 
that at the age 16, McKenna was 
sent to the George Junior Re 
public, a reform school; then fol- 
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lowed a year in the federal pri- 
son at Chillicothe, Ohio, for auto 
theft; time spent in the federal 
prison at Lewisburg, Pa., for pa- 
role violation; five years spent in 
the Eastern Penitentiary at Gra- 
terford, Pa., for burglary of the 
Athens Township Drive-In Thea- 
ter; time spent at the Rockview 
Penitentiary at Bellefonte, Pa., 
for parole violation; five years 
served in prison at New Orleans 
from 1967 to 1972 on charges of 
aggravated assault and aggravat- 
ed crime against nature, testi- 
fied to by Mrs. Sherry Blatch- 
ley of Phoenix, Ariz., in the trial 
just concluded; time served in 
Buffalo from Nov. 12, 1973, to 
July 14, 1974, when he was re- 
turned to Bradford County for 
prosecution in the Coston case. 
"Gerard McKenna is 41 years 
old," Attorney Walrath said, ‘‘and 
he has already spent 18 years in 
prison. He is a product of our 
prison reform system; his back- 
ground is our prison reform sys- 
tem." Attorney Walrath also said 
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s done it well, 


{ torney stated that decisions of the 





I! paroled. 





that from July of 1955 to Janu- 
ary of 1960, McKenna was in pri- 
son on a conviction that the Su- 
preme Court of this state over- 
ruled. "I ask that you take that 
into account in fixing your pen- 
alty," he said to the jury. 

In his opening remarks to the 
jury during the  penalty-fixing 
process, Attorney Shuman said: 
"You have done your duty and 
but now you аге 
faced with an even more awe- 
some task." 

The special assistant district at- 


Pennsylvania Supreme Court and 
the U. S. Supreme Court have 
placed some doubt on the exist- 
ence of capital punishment, but 
capital punishment has not been 
abolished in this Commonwealth. 
He stated that the crime com- 
mitted by McKenna in New Or- 
leans іп 1967 was a capital of- 
fense, but the authorities there 
were lax, engaged in plea bar- 
gaining, and MeKenna received a 
15-уеаг term for his guilty plea. 
Of that 15 years, he served but 
five, being released on parole. 


"If the authorities in New Or- 
leans had done what they should 
have," Attorney Shuman said, 





"Sharron Coston would have been 
alive today.” | 

Continuing, he stated: “Mr, | 
Walrath has asked for mercy. I| 
ask you to have mercy on the 
soul of Sharron Coston, her fam- 
ily, on Kim Hucksoll, on Sherry | 
Blatchley, and for God's sake, | 
have mercy on whoever his next 
victim might be." 

Judge Williams then briefly in- 
structed the jury on the law re- 
garding the fixing of the penalty, 
and it again retired to deliber- 
ate. This was at 6:15. 

At 6:57 o'clock, the jury return- 
ed to the courtroom and its fore- 
man, Maurer, asked the court| 
whether McKenna could ever be 








"Life imprisonment is just what 
it says, the judge answered, 
"but.the Board -of Parole and 
Pardon may parole him at? any 
time,’ 

At 8:04 o’clock the jury again 
returned to the courtroom. and 
two minutes later its verdict fix- 
ing the death penalty was read. 

It was indicated that the defend- 


| ant may ask for an appeal with- 
| In seven days. 


At the trial’s conclusion, Mc- 
Kenna was immediately taken to 
the Dallas, Pa., Correctional Cen- 
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ter by Lieut. Edward Bloomer 
of the state police and Sher- 
iff Frank Detrick. 

As the jurors were dismissed, 
Attorney Shuman said: ‘You 
have served yourselves well, your 
community well, and our system 
of justice well." District Attorney 
Epstein gave similar approbation. 

During all of this suspenseful 
waiting for the jury deliberation, 
and when the jury returned, the 
jammed court room was in a 
deathly silence, and after the find- 
ings were announced there was 
no comment from any of the at- | 
torneys present, and the jury was \ 
not polled. 

McKenna sat very quietly in 

` his chair and no expression of 

any kind was evident. His hands 
were folded on the table in front 
of him. His mother Mrs. Vera 
McKenna, also showed no out- 
ward emotion. although appear- 
ing pale as the announcements 
were made. 

Mrs. Eugene Coston, mother of 
the slain girl, stifled muffled sobs 
on the shoulder of her husband 
as he held her hands in his. 

The Gerard McKenna-Sharron 
Coston story actually begar the 
Sunday evening of Oct. 28, 1973. 
At about 7 p.m. that evening the 
16-year-old Sayre High School jun- 























ior told her parents she was go f 


ing out to purchase a pack of 
cigarettes in downtown Sayre. 

According to the testimony of 
John Rogers, a first cousin to 
Miss Coston, the girl actually 
met McKenna for the purposes of 
going to Wilawana to purchase a 
drug called chocolate mescaline. 

The trial brougnt out that short- 
ly before noon on Satuday, Nov. 

3, 1973, a hunter by the name 
of Jack Vanderpool came across 
the nude mutilated body of Miss 
Coston, a plastic bag covering her 
from her head to waist, just off 
the Mile Lane Road beyond the 
Blue Swan Airport. 

In his testimony, Vanderpool 
told the Bradford County court 
that he called the police when 
he realized what he had discov- 
ered. 

From that Saturday of Nov. 3, 
1973- until Wednesday Nov. 21, 
1973 a swarm of state police and 
specia] investigators established 
a command post in the Sayre Bor- 
ough hall. 

It was on Wednesday, Nov. 21, 
1973, that the police issued a war- 
rant “for the arrest of Gerard 
Paul McKenna, 40, of Sayre, cur- 
rently residing at 372 McKinley 
Parkway, Buffalo, charging him 
with the murder and rape of Shar- 
ron Coston, 16, of 209 N. Lehigh 
Ауе, Sayre, on or about Oct. 28, 
1973.” 


The warrant and detainer were 
served on McKenna at the Erie 
County Prison, Buffalo, following. 
the 18-day intensive investigation. 

The slow and due process of the 
law was finally served on Nov. 
18, 1974 when the selection of a. 
jury was started in the Bradford 
County Courthouse in Towanda, 
with Judge Evan S. Williams, pre- 
siding. 

The jury selection took until 
Wednesday, Nov. 27, 1974 but not 
before over 100 prospective jurors 
had been examined by lawyers 
representing the Commonwealth 
of Pennsylvania and the defense. 
Testimony started the morning 
of Friday, Nov. 29, with Arthur 

Shuman from Philadelphia, ap- 
pointed special prosecutor to help 
District Attorney Maurice Ep 
stein, telling the jury that he’ 
would, 
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testimony, put all the pieces of 
the puzzle together so that he 
would “show the jury tne com- 
plete picture of how Gerard Mc- 
Kenna murdered Sharron Cos- 
ton." 

Chief defense counsel was Tho- 
mas Walrath of Wellsboro, along 
with William Hebe of :Wellboro 
and Bradford County Public De- 
fender Lonnie Frawley. 

Mr. Vanderpool was the first 
witness called by the Common- 
wealth, followed by Mrs. Eugene 5 
Coston, mother of Sharron. 

Pathologist Dr. John Kelly of 
the Robert Packer Hospital, who 
had once remarked that Miss Cos- 
ton was dead about 48 hours be d 


fore she was found, later chang- | 5 








` Rogers admitted lying to po- 
lice on three occasions during the 
investigation because “McKenna 
threatened to kill me and my 
sister if I talked.” 

The police, during their investi- 
gation did search the McKenna 
home on N. Wilbur Ave. and 
shortly after that issued thgir war- 


ed his story to place the time of є 


death at about a week. Не mas 
later supported with the “wee 

time element by Dr. Robert L. 
Catherman, deputy medical '*x- 
aminer for Philadelphia. Both Dr. 
and Dr. Catherman testi- 
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Kelly 

fied Saturday, Nov. 30, and Mon- | / 

day, Dec. 2. £ 
i between these two, also on | 1 


Nov. 30, Mrs. Ruth G. Laufe, chief 
of histo-chemistry at the Allegh- 
eny County Coroner's Office, tes- 
tified that Miss Coston had in- 
tercourse prior to her death. 

It was on Monday, Dec. 2, that 
Rogers told the jury that he had 
walked into the McKenna bed- 
room the evening of Oct. 28, 1973, 
and saw his cousin with her hands 
bound and staring at the ceiling, 
‘but making no sounds. She was 
naked and so was McKenna, ac- 
cording to Rogers. He told the 
court that the accused, McKenna, 
was having intercourse with the 


Coston girl 


¥ 






5 


t 
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ant. 


The next several days of the 
trial were spent with various po- 
lice testifying how they obtained 
blood and hair samples from both | 
McKenna and Miss Coston. 

On Wednesday, Dec. 4, Mrs. 
Christine Townsey, a chemist em- 
ployed by the Pennsylvania State 
Police at Greensburg, Pa., testi- 
fied that a blood sample about 
the size of a dime found on a 
mattress cover at the McKenna | 
residence was *'consistent" with 
over the course of thej, the blood of the deceased girl. 
In between all this the’ state 
— brought in Western Union opera- 
tors from both Sayre and Waver- 
ly, and from Wilkes-Barre and 
Тепп., 
that McKenna had received mon- 
ey orders from his mother, Vera 
McKenna thus establishing. the 
whereabouts of McKenna prior to 
his arrest in Lackawanna. 


Chattanooga, 


Thursday, Nov. 


brought in Kim Hocksoll, a 17- 
year old girl from Lackawana, 
who told the court that McKenna 
was the man who woke her at}, 
about 4 a.m. at her mother’s home 
and attempted to rape her. She 
said that the entry of her 14 
year old brother in the bedroom, 
chased McKenna out of the house 
but that he left his coat and 
shoes on a couch downstairs. Mc- 
Kenna was arrested and he was 
in the Ene County Holding Point 
when the warrant was served in 


the Coston case. 


On Dec. 6, Mrs. Sherry Blatch- 
ley, a former resident of New 
Orleans, told a hushed court of 
how McKenna finally managed to 
„| rape her after several attempts 
at unnatural sex acts, 

Both girls testified that McKen- 
na had a belt around their neck. 

The prosecution rested its case 
at 10:15 a.m. last Friday and the 
| defense later that afternoon. 
The summations and the charge 
5 to the jury canre Monday. ~ 
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the state 
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Drive-In Theater; time spent at the Rock- 
| view Penitentiary at Bellefonte, Pa., for 
| parole violation; five years served in 
prison at New Orleans from 1967 to 1972 on 
| charges of aggravated assault and Ta 
vated crime against nature testified to y 
Mrs, Sherry Blatchley of Phoenix, Ariz., in 
the trial just concluded; time served 7 
Buffalo from Nov. 12, 1973, to July 14, H i 
when he was returned to this county tor 
cution in the Coston case. " 
Р Gerard McKenna is 41 years ape 
Attorney Walrath said, “and he has 7 
ready spent 18 years in prison, Не 15 
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jury of six men and six women, gave an | 
affirmative response and handed. the two 
slips of paper on which the verdicts were 
them to Judge Williams who read them 
| silently and then turned them back to Mrs. 
| Manley, who read them aloud to the 
the charge of rape, 
After the verdicts had been read, there 
| | £u kia. d REE RET Uy product of our prison au Lor 
; ing of the jurors, К orm system. 
| | Titian the а had been revealed, ПЕЊЕ Wis aati that from July 
| there was no outcry, no demonstration, All | ane a January of 1960, McKenna was in 
| was silent, The defendant sat very quietly of 195: Jz vein tsi theligupfeme 
| ' | in his chair, no expression crossing his prison оп а convic 
) > i the jury. 
; : f ; enalty,” he said to the j а 
Ј Џ r F i n ds Ту impassive, motionless, grim -- but p E иу opening remarks to the jury 
| | у EI | -fixi rocess, : 
1 1 Mrs, Eugene Coston, mother of the slain during the penalty-fixing p 
[Ы е PTS (2 e | T girl, stifled muffled sobs on her husband's 
U у | i "еп more awesome task. 
I : Judge Williams then announced that the | E y йг 98 ыса, 
e duty of passing sentence on the charge of T 2 Y'a ‚ Җи 2и of the Pennsylvania 
Of [= | rs 1 D (© g re e | rape was his. However, ће declared, it was stated that de 
+ the 
| | : : have placed some doubt on the 
| verdict of murder in the first degree — life Court have р 
i 'ealth. He stated that the 
penalty, the jury heard testimony from the ri. Е bv McKenna in New 
f cri Op. mc M ~ 
CUN and an appeal from At Orleans in 1967 was a capital offense, bu 
| orney Walrath. 


ИНИМЕ ИНГ таси 2-1 
A n" » 3 - 
written to Mrs, Grace Manley, who is 
assembly, the first degree verdict murder 
was no comment from Attorney Walrath 
44 с Ша! 
j is state overruled. “1 ask 
sharp-featured face, his hands folded on Court of this sta 
torney Shuman said: '*'You have done your 
| још“ and the U.S. Supreme 
the duty of the jury to set the penalty on its | Supreme Cour 
. | p B 
| imprisonment or death existence of capital punishment, but cap 
pri | 
Murder, Rape 
ties t vere 1; gaged in 
Mrs. Manley, as Clerk of the Court and the authorities there were lax, engag 


George Maurer of Wysox, foreman of the 
j | 
| Clerk of the Court. She in turn handed 
first, followed by the verdict of guilty to 
for the defense or from Attorney Shuman 
: sount in fixing your 
the table in front of him. His mother was you take that into account in 3 
' уоџ аге 
shoulder as he held her hands duty and done it well, but now y 
t has not been abolished in 
| Prior to retiring to deliberate on its tal punishmen 
Prothonotary, read a record from her files 
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plea bargaining, and McKenna T vs 

м 1171 > , la X + at 4 
15-year term for his guilty pl га. Of 5 
years, ће served but five, being released 
on parole. 


After deliberating for two hours and 20 
minutes, the jury trying Gerard P. 
McKenna, 41, of Sayre in county court here 


which revealed that in August of 1962, the 
| defendant was arrested in this county on 


on charges of rape and murder growing 
out of the death of Sharron Jean Coston, 16, 
and also of Sayre, returned verdicts of 
Euilty. 

The verdict in the homicide was murder 
in the first degree which in this state 
carries a penalty of life imprisonment or 
death. After returning its verdicts of 
guilty, the jury again retired to decide 
what penalty should be imposed on the 
murder one conviction, and at 8:06 in the 


evening fixed the death penalty. 


The jury first retired to its deliberations 
at 3:15 o'clock after hearing the charge by 
the trial jurist, Judge Evan S. Williams. 
There was a large crowd in the court- 
room at the time and few of the Spectators 
left, sensing impending drama. 

At 5:35 o'clock, the jury returned to the 
Courtroom, finding Judge Williams on the 
bench, the defendant and his chief counsel, 
Attorney Thomas Walrath, at the defense 
table and another defense lawyer, At- 
torney Lonnie Frawley of Towanda seated 
with the defendant's mother, Mrs. Vera 
McKenna, in one of the front seats, ready 
to assist her in what might be a difficult 
time, District Attorney M. L. Epstein and 
Special Assistant District Attorney Arthur 
R. Shuman of Philadelphia were at the 
Commonwealth's table, 

There was a deathly silence as Judge 
Williams turned to the jury and said: 
"Have you reached your verdict?" 





Sharron Coston 


Graterford, Pa, 


chárges of aggravated assault and battery 
and assault with intent to ravish, his 
victim being a Sayre female. The jury in 
the case found him guilty of simple as- 
sault. District Attorney M. L. Epstein was 
sworn and stated that he prosecuted, as 
district attorney, the case against 
McKenna referred to, and that McKenna 
was found guilty of Simple assault, He 
then, at the request of Attorney Shuman, 
identified McKenna as the defendant he 
| prosecuted in that assault case, 
Then Attorney Walrath addressed the 
jury on behalf of his client, reading from 


| the defendant's court record. He pointed 


out that at the age of 16, McKenna was sent 
to the George Junior Republic, a reform 
school: then followed a year in the federal 
prison at Chillicothe, Ohio, for auto theft: 


| time “spent in the federal prison at 
| Lewisburg, Pa., for 


parole violation; five 
years spent in the Eastern Penitentiary at 
‚ for burglary of the Athens 


(SEE McKENNA, page 11) 


done what they should have, еу 
Shuman said, ‘‘Sharron Coston would have 
been alive today.” 


4 


, | Xi ul 
*If the authorities in New Orleans had 
Attorney 


inui 5 d: “Мг. Walrath has 
Continuing, he stated: ‘Мг. Walrath ha 


asked for mercy. I ask you to have тегсу 
on the soul of Sharron Coston, her family 
on Kim Hucksoll, on Sherry Blatchley, and 


for God's sake, have mercy on whoever his 
next victim might Бе.” 

Judge Williams then briefly instructed 
the jury on the law regarding the fixing of 
the penalty, and it again retired to delib- 
erate, This was at 6:15. 

At 6:57 o’clock, the jury returned to the 
courtroom and its foreman, Maurer, asked 
the Court whether McKenna could ever be 
paroled, 

"Life imprisonment is just what it 
says,” the Court answered, “but the Board 
of Parole and Pardon may parole him 
(McKenna) at any time, 

At 8:04 o'clock the jury again returned to 
the courtroom and two minutes later its 
verdict fixing the death penalty was read. 

It was indicated that the defendant may 
ask for an appeal within seven days. 

At the trial's conclusion, McKenna Was 
immediately taken to the Dallas, Pa., 
Correctional Center by Lieut. Edward 

Bloomer of the state police and Sheriff 
Frank Detrick, 
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As the jurors were dismissed, Attorney 
Shuman said: “You have served your- 
selves well, you community well, and our 
system of justice well.” District Attorney 
Epstein gave similar approbation. 

The verdicts came exactly four weeks 
after the first juror for the trial was 
selected. That first juror was Mrs. Helen 
Driscoll Carman of Luthers Mills. Other 
jurors of ће 12 reaching the verdicts were 
Maurer Î Wysox, Lloyd Hall of Towanda, 
Mrs. Eleanor Mott of Troy RD 3, Gordon 

` H. Albrecht of Columbia Cross Roads, 
Mrs. Mary C. Mills of Troy RD 2, Mrs. 

"Theresa Howard Brennan of Towanda RD 
3, George B. Decker of Ridgebury Town- 
ship, David A. Green of Neath, Mrs. Helen 
Murdock of Columbia Cross Roads, and 
Hanford Hall of Towanda RD 3. The two 
alternate jurors, Mrs. Joan Macafee of 
Athens RD and Mrs. Gertrude Huntington 
of Columbia Cross Roads, were dismissed 
when the original 12 began its deliber- 
ations. During the entire trial, which 
included the jury selection, the jurors were 


sequestered at the Towanda Motel under 


the supervision of a corps of tipstaves 
supervised by Mrs. Fran Palumbo of 
Towanda. 

When Court convened Monday morning 
at 9:30 o'clock, Attorney Walrath gave the 
summation for the defense, requiring an 
hour and a half. His principal issues were 
the range in time of death from Oct. 28 
until possibly five or six days later judging 
by the autopsy and testimony of patholo- 
gists, and the testimony of John Rogers of 
Sayre. Mr. Walrath said that Rogers had 
given various statements, some of them 
untrue, and he suggested that the story he 
told about seeing McKenna with Sharron 
Coston in McKenna's room was untrue 
also, | 
2 “There is a reasonable doubt as to the 
time of death and a reasonable doubt as to 

who caused the death," the defense coun- 
sel stated, 

Attorney Shuman, a bearded giant of a 
man, started his summation at 11:15 and 
concluded at 12:05. 

In his opening, he said to the jury: 

“Thank you for your patience and your 
attentiveness. But do not let down now. 
The hard part of your job lies ahead. You 
12 in the jury box represent all the people 
of the Commonwealth, all the citizens of 
this county. I have done my job and there 
is plenty of evidence for a first degree 
verdict." 

Attorney Shuman effectively listed the 
evidence that the Commonwealth has pre- 
sented, direct and circumstantial, and 


_ showed how the pieces fit in so that the 


final picture could show Gerard McKenna 


| Euilty as charged. 


In conclusion, Mr. Shuman stated: ‘‘You 
now know what happened to Sharron 
Coston and you can tell the world through 
your verdict what happened to her. The 
only way you could find Gerard McKenna 
not guilty would be to have Sharron Coston 


‘walk through that door (pointing to the 


m 
ain courtroom entrance) and sit down 
with her mother. 


"Shall we wait?,” he closed. 
Judge Williams began his charge to the 
jury at 1:55 o'clock and concluded it at 
| 3:10, He carefully went over various 
phases of the complex law involved, pre- 
senting his instructions forcefully and ef- 
fectively. At the conclusion of his charge, 
the judge said that the jury could find the 
defendant guilty of first degree murder, 
second degree murder, voluntary man- 
slaughter, or could not find him guilty of 
anything. He indicated that in his opinion, 
a voluntary manslaughter verdict would 
| not apply. Оп the rape charge, he said, the 
jury could find the defendant guilty or not 
guilty. 

Following the Court’s charge, the jury 
retired to its deliberations. The clock in the 
rear of the big courtroom showed 3:15. 

‘Sharron Coston, a Sayre High School 
junior, disappeared from her home the 


night of Oct. 28, at 7 o'clock, telling her 
mother she was going out for cigarettes. 
Her violated body was found Saturday 
morning, Nov. 3, in an Athens Township 
field and that was the signal for a massive 
investigation involving numerous state 
police, Valley police, and other criminal 
experts. McKenna was linked with the 
case in mid-November of 1973, being 
located in the Erie County Holding Center 
at Buffalo. He was subsequently indicted 
here by the Grand Jury and on July 14, 
1974, waived extradition and returned to 
this county for trial. There were numerous 

„pre-trial hearings dealing with- various 
aspects of the case. A change of venue was 
sought by his counsel and refused by the 
Court. His release under bail was sought, 
but refused by the Court. Jury selection 
started Nov. 18 and was concluded Wed- 
nesday, Nov. 27. Taking of testimony was 
started Friday, Nov. 29, and lasted a week. 

The Commonwealth called 25 witnesses; 
the defense surprised by calling but one -- 
a state police officer who had first been 
called by the Commonwealth. The defense 
further surprised by not permitting 
McKenna to take the stand in his own 
behalf. 

There has been no formal announcement 
by the defense that it would appeal, but 
veteran court observers believe that ap- 
peals will be forthcoming, possibly as high 
as the state Supreme Court. 

Counsel for the defense in addition to 
Attorney Walrath and Attorney Frawley 
also included Attorney William Hebe of 


‚ Wellsboro. 






foreground, sister of Sharron Coston 
bers from courthouse. At left is 
d, along with Mr. and Mrs. Eugene 


Sherry Coston Lee, 
leads Coston family mem 
George Lee, ћеггу 5 husban 


Coston, Sharron's parents. 
(Daily Review Photo by Gene Daly) 














TOWANDA — A six-man, six-woman 
Bradford County Court jury Monday night 
convicted Gerard P. McKenna, 41, of Sayre 
of first degree rape and murder in connec- 
tion with the strangulation death a year ago 
of Sharon J. Coston, 16, of 209 N. Lehigh Ave., 


` death. 

Under Pennsylvania’s “Split Verdict 
Act," the jury in murder cases chooses 
between life imprisonment and death in a 
separate penalty hearing following convic- 
tion. Bradford County Judge Evan S. Wil- 
liams will sentence McKenna on the rape 
conviction at a later date. 

Commonwealth Law also requires an ap- 
peal to state Supreme Court within 30 days of 
formal sentencing, probably several months 
away, court officials said. A defendant also 
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Sayre. The jury then sentenced McKenna 107 


Алах E ои“ Ae. / €; 
Defense Says Death 


has seven days to request a new trial 
Bradford County Court. 

Williams directed that McKenna 
turned over to the state police and takên 
immediately to Dallas Correctional Facility 
near Wilkes-Barre. 

Miss Coston's nude, mutilated body was 
found by a hunter Nov. 3, 1973, near Blue 
Swan Airport in Athens Township, 

The prosecution, headed by Special Asst. 
Dist. Atty. Arthur К, Shüman of Philadel- 
phia, had called to the stand two female 
witnesses identified as victims of earlier 
rapes charged against McKenna. A cousin of 
Miss Coston, who said he had secn McKenna 
having sexual relations with the vietim just 
before she disappeared, also Was dalled. 

A defense team, headed by Thomas A. 
Walrath of Wellsboro, called only one wit- 


i 
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Penalty ‘Meaningless:’ 
Judge Differs 


TOWANDA, Pa. (AP) — Gerard P. 


ness during its 20-minute presentation 
before resting its case Friday. McKenna did 
not testify. 

The jury was out for about three hours 
Monday before reaching its twin verdicts of 
guilty. It then spent nearly two hours 
deliberating on the sentence in the murder 
charge conviction 

During the penalty hearing Walrath 
asked the jury for mercy and cited McKen- 
па 8 criminal record, which dates to 1949 

“Essentially what I am telling you about 
this defendant is that he is 41 years of age," 
Walrath said, “апа from the 


time he wa 


approximately 16 years of age he has spent 
approximately 18 years in jai 

“бо if Mr. McKenr prod f a 
ything he is a preduct of our reformat 
system.” 





. McKenna, 41, of Sayre, was sentenced to 
, death Monday after being found guilty of 
| first degree murder and rape in the death 
. of a 16-year-old girl. 
But defense counsel immediately 
challenged the sentence of death on 
. grounds that the crime was committed at 
a time when Pennsylvania did not have a 
death penalty. © 


А Bradford County jury of six men and” Bradford Co 


_ Six women convicted McKenna ín the Oct. 

| 28, 1973 death of Sharron Coston, also of 
| Sayre. 

. The U.S. Supreme Court voided 

| (Pennsylvania's death penalty in 1972, It 

was not until March 26 of this year that the 
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| commonwealth reinstated a new, selective 
death law: The new law is not retroactive. 
“As far as I am concerened, the jury’s 
return is meaningless,” said defense 
counsel Thomas Walrath of Wellsboro. 
Walrath said he will file for a new trial 
and he predicted the decision would go 
immediately to the U.S, Supreme Court. 
"The murder law that was in effect at 
the, time provides for (death)," said 
datos E. А ап 8. Williams, 


"It's my judgment that at the time this 
offense was commited....this law was on 
the books. In my opinion the law that 
provided for this has not been repealed,” 
the judge said. 


Miss Coston's body was discovered in 
Athens Township, near the Blue Swan 
Airport, on Nov. 2. 1973. 

McKenna was ordered sent to the state 
correctional facility at Dallas. 
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Gerard McKenna, left, returns їо jail guarded by Troopers 
Joseph Perechinsky, center, and Richard Samer, 


right, on a 


(Daily Review Photo by Gene Daly) 





This is where 12 jurors and two alternates spent eight days 


hearing testimony and weighing the burdensome evidence in ae ae: i ue 
the McKenna case. Their seats in the jury box are now vacant, J» / ج‎ 7 


their ponderous decision having been re 
done. | 
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_ WASHINGTON (AP) — After years of 
| lobbying by women’s groups, Congress is 
| expected to pass legislation this week au- 
E 'thorizing the National Institute of Mental 
e. Health to study ways to curtail rapes. 
Ad This would be the first major national 
Bess effort to deal with the crime of rape, said 
/ Mary Ann Largen, coordinator of a nation- 
_ al rape task force for the National 
= Organization for Women. 
| The legislation would authorize $20 
|. million for the first two years for a rape 
Î study unit within the NIMH. 

^ TheNIMH study would i clude research 
ithe ways to curtail the din 
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National Study Of Causes Of Rape 


1 е itself, help... Ms. title, said recently. 
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ached and their job 


(Daily Review Photo by Chuck Yorks) 
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the victims and their families and 
rehabilitate the offenders. 
The legislation, called the Rape 


Prevention and Control Act, was attached 
to the 1974 Health Services Act, which has 
been worked out by a conference 
committee of the House and Senate. A vote 
on the conference report is scheduled in 
both chambers this week, sponsors of the 
bill said. 

“Каре is a crime which has thrived on 
misconceptions, prejudices, indifference 
and, most of all, the silence of the victims 
in the past;'' Ms: bargen, who prefers the 
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"Women across the nation today, | 
however, are speaking out in their concern 
and outrage at the growth of this crime, 
the institutional and social treatment of 
the victims, and the inability of the courts 
and laws of the land to curb it.” 


Law enforcement officials estimate that 
50 to 80 per cent of sexual assaults are 
never reported, which she said, means _ 
that a probable 100,000 women are victims: 
of forcible rape each year. 


The bill has bipartisan support. Po 
| Sen. Charles MeC. Mathias, R-Md , 
introduced s bill a year аро’ ` 
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0 ownship or school taxes, 
gd Proposed $70,000 figure for 
x. ІСК enna trial was advanced 
oner Benny Larnard 
Tg: as high as $150,000 -had 


because the tri 
©. At the 
the year, he said 
ally has а su 
money left, whi 
rowing from 
Sary before state f 
July. 














have an excess of 
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сага P. Мс-| have 30 days from the date of 


Attorneys for 3 | ing on the rape 
convicted | formal sentencing 
Kemna, 4l, who Ni 1973 rape- | charge in which to appeal to the 


ast Monday 
| cite of Sharron Qoston, 16, of 
Sayre, have filed motions for а 
new trial and removal of a death 
sentence recommended by the 


Pennsylvania Supreme Court, а 
mandatory move in such cases. 
The motions filed at Towanda 
at trial's end include à variety 
of objections covering virtually 
every phase of the proceedings, 
'from pre-trial actions to the prose- 
's summation. 
Pa the meantime, New York 
State authorities are instituting 
procedures to have the former 









graphers before he is able to act 
the motions and pronounce 


е Тһе ргосеѕѕ 15 ехрес!- Sayreite returned d us D 
ed to take approximately two County Holding Fa ty 
falo, where he remains unsen- 


months, after which defense at- 
ltorneys, headed by Thomas Wal- 
rath of Wellsboro, may study the 
transcripts and make additional 
motions. Judge Williams said he 
would review present and future 
motions before considering the 


tenced on a charge of attempted 
second degree assault. He 15 cur- 
rently lodged in the Dallas, Ра, 
Correctional Facility. 

The incident occurred one year 
ago at the home of Mrs. Kim 
Hucksoll, 17. Both she and her 


es attorneys wi ified at Mc- 

cKenna's unger brother testified a 

p vm andi trial that he had at- 
` tempted to таре ber but had fled 


when the youth responded to his’ 
sisters screams. 

Prior to sentencing in that case, 
New York State 
Justice Thomas Ryan died of a 
heart attack and Pennsylvania 
authorities secured McKenna’s ex- 
tradition before another sentenc- 
ing could be arranged. | 
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| up on | : { 
CKenna trial just completed will rial, but Mr. Larnard said that 


The commissioners expect to 
over $120,000 


will be 
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Kenna Attorneys. 


Supreme Court | 
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al is considered as 
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| 
апа пеуех | 
in the 


There are some people who can go all through life 


Create a ripple. There are others who could be singing 
middle of Midnight Mass and draw flak. 

I fit that latter category . let me give you an example. | 

For the past four weeks I covered the Gerard McKenna trial | 
on a daily basis. During that period of time I met many new 
people and maintained ties with old acquaintances, like Bradford 
County District Attorney Maurice Epstein. 

Оп: and off during the breaks in the proceedings we would 
converse about many things. Our subjects covered a wide range 
of topics. 

С One day I decided to wear the only white tie I possess, "ЛЕ 
Seems that on most of the days McKenna wore а white tie (check 
«hi$ photo in Tuesday's Times). 

Е During two breaks on the day I wore the white tie Mr. Ep- | 
‘stein kidded me about it. Sitting close by was the secretary of 
ме chief defense council Tom Walrath. She misunderstood what | 
IMT. Epstein and I was talking about and reported to her boss that 

Ме. Epstein made the statement to me “that the trial was a Waste 

of time and money within hearing of the jury.” | 
| At the noon break, I along with all the lawyers from both | 
Sides, were called into the Tudge's Chambers and I had to testify | 
what the- conversation between the District Attorney and myself | 
twas all about. 

| The reason for the conference before Judge Evan Williams 

Was for his ruling on a mistrial. Mr. Walrath had filed his mo- 
Won based on his secretary’s word about what Mr. Epstein was 
thought to have said to me. 

а Judge Williams denied the motion. , 

+. This happened Thursday, Dec. 5, the day before the defense 
Wrested its case and seemed to indicate that Attorney Walrath 
Was desperate and saw the handwriting on the wall. 


| ^ * * * * 









To sewer or not to sewer in Sayre is not the question’... 
the question is how much ... if at all at this time. 
| The original project had a price tag of about $200,000. Sud- 
denly the council is handed а $450,000 proposal. 
There is no state or federal funding at this time, placing the 
entire financial burden on the Sayre taxpayer. | 
; The estimated cost for those residents being sewered for the 
Deb aie would nen foot front. For those residents already 
on the sewer it would raise quarterly payments 3 еп 
$580 10 $9.00. | y pa) from the present 
There were several items in the proposal that rais | | 
| ms : raised 5- | 
tions among the four councilmen present but the biggest “Honore 
contention” was $78,000 for engineering design for the remainder | 
of PR witli the exception of Milltown. | 
ts a tough decision for the council. It wo 
g ! { ша : | 
the economy of the nation would be the governing factom g 
E oa OE ШЕ Y least possible now and wait for 
er with e rest, e word i ing wi 
ETE OTI d is that funding will be | 
It is also possible that if the econo i i 
д . my continue: 5 т- 
ward spiral that the federal government will Reside pot i 
public works programs, re que 
| The health of the citizens is ex 
| the ppcket beak of every taxpayer. $ 
) rogress is “fine; but there i ime : 
Пе j neng is a time and place and money 
d , [3 






tremely, important but so i 
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public apology to all coaches and t 
put \ сће: eam members of the 
restling, basketball and swim teams for not geting around 


| Probably not exceed 27 : Ving you tl i 7 

| Was- learned followin $70.00, if) ed because the defense B murder кыы НӘ Му Опе Цав been taken 
[mæting of the County у isa call any witnesses, _ v me:for visits ад & sporis puhilcity rem, here. on, there wil be 
| sioners yesterday. 1) Larnard explained that court а RETER Е T 


Bradford 


tax increase 
marginal 


iPOWANDA- Despite higher costs of al 
most everything and the big bills for the 
recent Gerard McKenna murder trial, 
sradford County taxes probably will go up 
only one mill in 1975 


That was the opinion expressed Friday 
by the commissioners' Chief Clerk Alber! 
Remsnyder who prepares the budget. The 
rate this year has been 19 mills and there isa 
Amill legal limit, he said, without a special 
petition to the court | 


Remsnyder said one mill brings in about 
$60,000 and this with an expected surplus at 
the end of 1974 may make it possible to get 
along because the trial bills probably will bi 
coming in for some time, even for vears a 
appeals are made. | 

One mill boost in taxes means $1 extra for 
each $1,000 paid in taxes. | 


| The commissioners toyed with the Idea of 
keeping the taxes at 19 mills and petitioning 
the eourt for a special taxes solely for ti е 
murder trial expenses. But Chairma На 
rold Woodard said when it w Set 
might get by through use 

surplus it was decided not t 
the Special tax idea, 


as found they 
of the year-end 
0 20 ahead with 


Woodard said the fact that the McKenn: 
defense called no witnesses saved the Bt ons 
a tremendous amount of money een 
Commissioners had feared they w ch t le 
to raise. ould have 


Remsnyder said the bi 
pared through cutting off unexpended 


b € > > 1 с 
alances in some accounts and h 1di 
others to bare minimums COME 


idget has been 
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he Old Oa " 
must have inspired Mrs. 
Lloyd Hall, who did just what the bus song 
said in anticipation of her husband's re- 
turn from jury duty this week, 

Hall was contacted by The Daily Review 
to answer what it’s like to be a seques- 
tered juror, Hall said that he and his wife 
missed each other, but being away was not 
really too much of a strain. 

During his stay at the Towanda Motel, 
where all the jurors were held during the 
McKenna trial which started Nov. 18, Hall 
said he became slightly disoriented, not 
knowing what day of the week it was 
unless he checked a calendar. 

During the mornings while the jury 
selection was still going on, Hall said ће 
tried to watch the Phil Donahue Show, 
Sports shows, variety shows and game 
shows were all allowed to be seen by the 
jurors, indicated Hall, but they were not 
allowed to watch detective or police shows 
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and the newspapers were clipped, omitting | 


any reference to the trial, 

Forrecreation, Hall said the group took 
hikes and walks. Card games were allowed 
for those interested and hobbies, such as 
needlepoint, crocheting and knitting, could 
be worked upon, The tipstaves checked 
any books or magazines that were rêd ће 
added. 


. What did Hall- miss most during the | 





Dksgiving. 
+ Green mentioned 
| ot allowed to look a 


апу westerns. 


dew Route 220 byp 









` Green remarked t} 
"ings about the judici 


| Bequestered as a ju 
venience, but по 
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„Не Said that articles in ma 
је Newspaper and lele 
d Б anything to do with c 
^j ry Were kept from them 
| Stories on Watergate were 
Mhe local Newspaper, 

й — Besides the othe 
E keep the jurors busy, Maurer 8 
| Gelebrated his birthday While 
ate said they had а little birtha 



















“Hall said 


* s themselves Occupied, Green 
Se €y took a few Walks, one up to the 
а55, and also, 


ја! he learned many 


| George Maurer of Wysox said that be 


ror did Cause ап incon- 
ung he couldn't cope 


‚ Magazines and 
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rime, т urder ог д 
He said that 
Clipped from 


r things Mentioned to 


ау party and 
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‘sequestered 


Deng 
‚ “I think once is enough in the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, Once is 
enough,”’ 

Eleanor Mott of Troy RD 3 said she met 
some wonderful people during her seques- 
tration as a juror, It was hard to be away 
from her family, added Mrs. Mott, but she 
felt she was doing her civic duty. 

Mrs. Mott said that one of the jurors 
played his guitar for entertainment and a 
stereo was provided for the group to listen 
to, 

The group went to Corning Glass Works 
for a tour on one of the weekend days, said 
Mrs. Mott. One Sunday they all went to 
church together, and were seated in the 
balcony of the church. Mrs. Mott added 
that the jurors were led from the church 
before the service was completed, 
however. 

During the sequestration, Mrs. Mott said 
that, most of all, she missed her family. 

Mrs. Mott added that everyone “tried to 
make us happy," and added that a lot of 
sacrifices were made for and by everyone 
during their sequestration. 

Helen Murdock, Columbia Cross Roads. 
said the sequestration really had no strong 
effect on her or her husband, Conrad, but 
in the future, she said she would rather not 
be a juror again. However, ''Someone has 
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T e encou ntet ed T an ter! gm ; 
'onderful experience and зе | 
love the other jurors as brothers > 
and sisters. 4 
The mother of three young children, | 
Mrs. Macafee said she missed her family | 
the most during the sequestration. 4 
For entertainment, Mrs. Маса? aid - 
they attended a Thanksgiving ‘ch 
service and a handbell program. 
Mrs. Wayne Huntington, an altern 
juror, missed being home for Thanksg 




























ing during her sequestration. 

Letters going into the jurors and comi 
from the jurors were censored, she said,’ 
and everything regarding the trial was cut 
out of the daily paper. For entertainment, > 
aside from the other things mentioned; 
some of the jurors jumped rope. 

Mrs. Huntington said she didn’t mind 
being a sequestered juror too much and if 
she was requestered to do it again, she 
would. р 
Not being able to go deer hunting on the 
first day of buck season was what David 
Green of Neath missed most during thé? 
time in which he was sequestered | 

Green said that no problems arose with 
him being the youngest of the jurors. He 
Said. that as far as a generation gap 
existing. there was none 

Only married for alittle over a 1 
the father of a four-month-old daughter 

i 


Green said that if was hard on his wife 


year and 


to do it,’’ she added, ? «saving to.stay athome alone. He said 
Joan Macafee,;Milan; said the experi- MS wife brought their daughter іп. anc 
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fons for а new trial and removal of a alleged entry of the Lackawanna, N.Y., 

кетерсе have reportedly been filed “home of Mrs. Kim Нисквоћ, 17, а year ago. 

Mford County Court by lawyers for Mrs. Hucksoll and her younger brother 

@ P. McKenna, 4l, convicted last testified at McKenna's trial at Towanda 
yofthe 1973rape and strangulation that McKenna tried to assault the woman 

r of Sharron J. Coston, 16, of Sayre, but fled when the brother responded to his 

ording to published accounts: Sister’s screams. 

Јошту Judge Evan S. Williams said Just prior to sentencing McKenna in the 
Ry that disposition of the defense fF ucksoll case last June, New York State 
ons and his subsequent sentencing of Supreme Court Justice Thomas Ryan died 

enna on the rape conviction will await of a heart attack, and Pennsylvania 

anscription of more than 2,000 pages of authorities secured his extradition from 
timony by court stenographers. New York before another sentencing at 

Buffalo could be arranged. 

Joseph Burke, assistant Erie County, 
N.Y., district attorney said Friday, “Ме 
have not yet determined what our course 
| BS на; rendini the finished of action will be.” He said a decision on 
ШШ спр». Judge Willits saidhe will when Erie County will seek McKenna’s 


3 Е d£ f return will probably be made after the: 
Г” me present and future motions frst of the year, and may involve another 
















hat process is expected to take about 
ИО months, and the defense team headed 

Thomas A. Walrath of Wellsboro has 
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objections defense lawyers filed covering | 
Virtually every phase of the proceedings E 


from pre-trial actions to the prosecution's " 
mon on the trial's last day. j 4 
! | “ 


whereby prisoners are transferred across 
state borders. 

“We will probably be required to 
extradite him from Pennsylvania,” Burke 
predicted. “They extradited him from! 
here, 50 we will probably have to E ; 
him back.” A 

It remains unclear whether McKenna ` 
will be sentenced on the rape conviction — / tf 
here before he’s taken back to New York. | 
Argument also surrounds the death 
sentence, subject to Supreme Court 
decisions. 

The defense lawyers will have 30 days 
from the date of formal sentencing on the 
rape count to take an appeal [о the 
Pennsylvania Supreme Court, a mandated 
move in such cases. 

The motions filed at Towanda following 
the end of the trial concern a variety of 
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ürer of Wysox said. 
he count was 12 to 0 on t 


Th e sentence was more difficult, 


it. jury foreman George F. 


he first vote. 
ours and 20 minutes after delibrations| 


A + йо was announced. 
an, the guilty verdict was 


Lf M accing a death sen- 
a possibility ‘ome jurors. 


at life ‘json- 
The judge told them that М ine q^ 
. aust what it says, DU | 
mt was just wha at ҢЫ 
Du of Parole and Pardon may рај а, 
person. 
An hour late 


pue week and a hall to pick the 12] 
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ofienses, 1. 


r the death sentence was | 


сате as a surprise for 0 
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Life in a motel had из restrictions 
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They were difficult 7 
days for McKenna jury 










Continued from Page 1B) 

and bought new ones. 
The families of the jurors managed the 
they could, some with a minimum of 
ion. Others were hard pressed with- 
outtheir missing family member. 
Ernest Mills, husband of juror Mary 
ound it impossible to operate his Troy 
and wallpaper store and take care of 
(05 Ghildren until his parents came to help 
out. ‹ 

“Ч was depressed to the point where I 
| Would have done something rash if my раг- 


ents hadn't arrived." Не said. 
| Mills said he felt his wife had been mis- 
fad about her ability to be excused due to 
Hardship caused to the family. He went to 
Judge Williams and asked that she be ex- 
used ршиће judge. said (ће request must 


come from her. - 

“We definitely felt we were victims, that 
we were lied to by the judge and the attor- 
neys and deliberately mislead,” ће said, 
adding that the experience has made he and 
his wife very reluctant to ever serve on a 
jury again. 

Others said that while they would not 
welcome future jury duty, particularly on a 
sequestered jury, it was their civic duty to 
serve. 

“After all, its something that someone 
has to do and once you understand the 
hardships that other jurors have to go 
through, you could never not do it,? Mrs. 
Garris said. 

Mrs. Garris’ daughter tried to get her 
mother excused on health grounds but she 
refused, to;go-home, 


"T could never let the other jurors dawn 
by prolonging the case," Mrs. Garris said? 

Others felt a great bond growing between 
them during the three weeks they were 
together. 

“I felt like T came away with 13 more 
brothers айа sisters," Mrs. Joan Е. 
MacAfee said, “It drew us all together.” 

“It was kind of funny that you could have 
14 people that got along so wells David 
Green, 24, the youngest juror said, “We Sot 
along just like a family.” | 

Just as the jurors had to adjust to being 
sequestered, after the trial was over, there 
was another brief adjustment. 

"I felt like Little Orphan Annie to finally 
be on my own and talk to v јез 
and go where I want ул бон 1%, 
Mrs..MacAlfee said, 
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вг idford County taxes will rise one mill 
1975, according to a spokesman for the 
ЭШ (у commissioners. 

This was revealed Wednesday, in соп- 
ection with the release of the proposed 
ju ty budget. The proposed budget will 
voted on Рес. 31 by the commissioners. 
he one mill raise will equal а 10-cent 
dition to every one hundred dollars paid 


© 


the property taxes charged to county 
residents. 

Commissioner Benny Larnatdy when 
contacted Wednesday on how the МеКеп- 
na trial would affect the new budget, told 
The Daily Review that he now only expects 
the county to pay $70,000 for the trial. 
Larnard said the reason for the lower 
figure was that the defense called no 
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» the Editor: 

Some people are of the opinion 

that the Lake Wesauking Road in 
Wysox is dangerous. There are 

meny hard faets which back 

hese beliefs. 

er or one thing, there has been at 


D. at the intersection of Fifth 
| уе. апа the Lake Road ог 200 


13 Саг5 have slammed into а tree 
1 front of a neighbor’s house and 
fars have been tossed into a 
загру creek upon impact. 
^ B ccidents and figures do not 
$ tell the whole story. There is a 

bl ad spot at the intersection of 
ifth Ave. and the Lake Road, 
his intersection has been the 
пе of many “close calls." 
Ithink it is time something was 
to correct this matter. I 
e you agree with me. 





First let me commend you, the 
court officials, and especially the 
jury! for the conduct of the recent 


axes. For every $1,000 paid in taxes, the 
on ЕТ increase would equal $10. - 


hills. Borough or township taxes, as well 
aS | school taxes, make up the remainder of 


e A бу VEN Ра Ка бү М. 5 Е j у ] 
мо аы | pem 


Ex mre EDITOR 


У) 


Я Sincerely yours, 
2 Lee Neiley 
^ Towanda RD 5 
xA к ——M— 
To the he Edi o T 


witnesses. 
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Anticipated costs of the trial had pre- 
viously reached as high as $150,000. 
Court costs in the budget are not as high 


3 
oady [oi 


equal 20 


"ч 
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Hoyle. However, I think it is 
about time to change the rules of. 

the *game." We Bradford 
County taxpayers elect a MEY, 
prosecuting attorney and provide” 
expenses for an indigent 
defendant’s attorney. Are the 
lawyers in our county incapable 

of satisfactorily conducting | 
these opposing offices? Why do 

we have to hire a Philadelphia 
lawyer and an equally qualified 
Wellsboro attorney to represent 

us and the defendant? 


It has been reported а ап 
attorney received $35 an hour, 
His job was to present facts. The 
decision, and what a momentous 
decision it must be, rested upon 
the jurors, They received $9 a 
day. Is this just compensation 
for their unenviable service? We 
read about the thousands of 
dollars expended in Watergate 
and similar trials, investigations, | 
contingent fees for accident suits, - 
etc. Perhaps if we elected more | 
non-lawyers to our legislative we | 
could get proper laws to curb this 
increasing expense, 


| 





Yours very truly, | 
МА бету Ж Ыы; 


т" 
v ^ абга 
Fs Пра 


as the $70,000 McKenna trial figure be- 
cause, according to Larnard, the trial is а 
1974 ехрепа ге, Larnard further explained 
th at the end of the year, the county 
usually has a good sum of money left in 
order that the county will not have to 


borrow money from a bank before state 


funds: come in July. 


Larnard said Wednesday that the com- 
missioners believe they will have an ex- 
cess of over $120,000 by the end of the year; 

Full details of the budget are expected to 
be published later this month. 
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“MANY AREA MAJOR NEW 


The following is à review of 
some top area, state, and nation- 
al stories during 1974, as compil- 
ed by The Daily Review staff and 
The Associated Press. 


While all major news items 
during the year are not included, 
because of space limitations, the 
roundup does spotlight many of 
them. 


January 2 
Nine are Gulf stations to be 


denied gas supply within next 
three years. 

Nixon defies court subpoena for 
masses of presidential tapes and 
documents. 


January 6 

Clocks are moved one hour 
ahead to daylight savings time as 
a result of the energy crisis. 


January 8 

Sgt. William Franklin Thomp- 
son, a 22-year-old Marine 
from  Dushore, is 
dered by an armed robber near 
his base in Beaufort, S.C. 
January 9 

Women's Voters League starts 
in Bradford County. 
January 15 

C. M. Fairchild, 317 State St., 
Towanda, dies. 


January 17 
Litchfield fire causes 11 to be- 


come homeless. 


January 27 ^ 
More than 2.000 truckers yote 


to continue their work stoppage. 
FEBRUARY 
February 1 
i- National guardsmen are called 
out to cope with the truck crisis. 
February 4 
Eugene Foley, well-known Du- 
shore resident, dies. 


February 6 
Randolph Hearst's daughter, 
agged from her 


Patricia, 15 dr 
Berkeley, Calif., apartment by 


kidnapers. 
ES Morash, N. Towanda, 


dies of a:heart attack. 

February 8 
Tentative agreement to end 

truck strike is reached. 

February 12 Wi 
Volunteer gasoline rationing 

plan takes effect. 

February 18 ) 
Iron Kettle Inn on Waverly hill 

burns. 
Stickers replace license plate 

numbers for gasoline rationing. 
Howard Heskell of Rome is 

killed after being thrown from his 

motorcycle. 

February 21 
Antonio Tama, retired Towan- . 

da businessman, dies. € 


r- = 


mur- : 


ОЕ 1974 


RECALLED 





, February 22 
| Skat gas Station 
“hopefully for just à month,’ 
February 23 
Howard Kerr, 306 York Ave., 
Towanda, is named 1974 King 
Rex at the 11th annual Mardi 
Gras. 
Edward Hoffman, prominent 
Towanda businessman, dies. 
February 25 
Duane Corbett, Towanda RD 5, 
is killed in a one-car accident in 
Monroe Township. 


closes 


, 


MARCH 

March 1 

H. R. Haldeman, John Ehrlich- 
man and John Mitchell are 
charged with conspiring and ly- 
ing to blückWe Watergate inves- 
tigations; 
March 4 

Alfred Wells, 37, New Milford 
RD 1, escapes from the Bradford 
County Jail. 

Vocational-technical school 
proposal for N. Towanda is resur- 
rected. 
March 16 

John Heath, 27, Nichols RD 2, 
met instant death when the pick- 
up truck he was driving left the 
road and crashed into some trees. 
March 18 

Arthur Finch, 63, well-known 
resident of Athens RD 1, dies. 


— 


Arab oil nations announce they - 


are lifting the oil embargo 
against the U.S. Й 
'Магећ 20 

All Bradford County school 
boards vote in favor of supporting 
the newest proposal for a vo-tech 
school in N. Towanda, 
March 25 

Thomas Cokely, 13-year-old son 
of Mr. and Mrs. Dewey Cokely of 
Marsh Street, Wyalusing, meets 
death instantly when the motor- 


cycle on which he was riding was ` 


struck by an auto in front of the 
Wyalusing High School. 
March 26 

Mrs. Lewis (Laura) Canfield, a 
valued employee of The Daily 
Review, dies at her home on 515 
Fourth St., Towanda. 

Bradford County is rejected as 
the site for a federal fish hatch- 
ery. 

March 28 
SERVE Inc., Wysox, sheltered 


‘workshop for the physically 
handicapped, plans construction 


of a $175,000 building along Route 
220 near the Monroeton branch 
bank of Citizens and Northern. 
March 29 | 
Ames Valley department store 


Ihas grand opening. 
= March 31 

Heavy, wet snowfall creates 
havoe with utility lines through- 





gioii 





Ars. Gwendlyn Stanton, 27, 
ister RD 1 (Ghent), dies and 
„Aree family members аге injur- 


out the area, leaving many 
homes without power or phone 


service. ; 
ed as the result of a fiery two-car 
APRIL . crash near their home. 
April 3 June 4 
" Gregory Bacorn, 18, New Al- 


John Cotter announces that 
construction of the Route 6 by- f 
pass (Wysox-Towanda) will start £ 
in 1978. - 
April 6 

Patty Hearst says she's joining ' 
the SLA. 

April 9 

Mrs. Mary Patricia Dennis, 106 
Franklin St., Towanda, dies at 
the age of 34. 

April 14 

A tornado rips through Sullivan 

County causing property damage 


ed in a morning auto crash. 
June 7 





a victim of drowning. 


June 21 
John Baker, 


overturns. 
June 22 


in excess Of $23,500. ly opens. 
April 15 
A house fire in East Troy re- JULY 
July 2 


sults in approximately $30,000 to 
$40,000 worth of damage; 15,000 


to 25,000 chickens are lost in a Ту contract negotiators. 


July 8 


; Towanda 


bany RD 2, dies of injuries receiv- 


Searchers probe the depths of 
Dunbar’s Pond on Armenia Mt. 
for Stanley Hite, 17, Canton RD 2, 


56, Wyalusing, 
dies when his tractor-trailer 


New Laceyville Bridge official- 


Borough, police here hire cost- 


S EVENTS 


AUGUST 


August 1 


An alleged late night drag race 
ends in death for Wayerly resi- 
dent Franklin MeCarty?21: 

August 3 E 

Attorney Romeyn Culver, 72, 
RD 2 (Macedonia), 
dies. 

Mrs. Lucille Henry, 24, Athens 
RD2and Endwe! N.Y., is killed 
in a truck-car crash. 

August 5 | 

Lloyd (Mike) Ford, 50, Rome 

RD 1, is killed when the farm 
tractor he was operating turned 
over and pinned him underneath. 
August 8 | 

President Nixon resigns, Ford 

is President. 

August 16 

County commissioners sign ор- 
tion to purchase approximately 
100 acres of land in W. Burlington 
Twp. as a possible site for the 
Northern Tier Solid Waste Au- 
thority’s disposal area. 

State police confiscate 270 
pounds of marijuana plants, dis- 
covered on a Stevensville RD 1 
farm. 

August 20 


barn blaze near Ulster. 
April 24 

Phyllis 
1974 Secretary of the Year. 
May 7 


Ames Store on Towanda-Mon- 


roeton Road opens. 
May 13 
Lonnie Saxer, 





dent. 

May 14 

| Gerald Raske is named to suc- 
ceed Kenneth Rounds as district 
superintendent of Towanda 
schools. 

May 16 

Richard Wilt, 58, Ann Arbor 

Mich., who was spending a sab- 
batical leave here with his moth- 
er, is spotted about six hours 
after his car went over an em- 
bankment on Route 220, Monroe 
Township. 
May 21 

Dykes Radiator Shop in N. 
Towanda is completely destroyed 
by fire. 


May 24 

Three prisoners escape Wm 
the county jail in Towanda, 
May 25 

New storage building next to 
Frank Hulslander home in Troy 
is completely lost in an early 
morning fire, 


JUNE 
June 1 
The Wysox branch bank of 
Citizens and Northern is burglar- 
ized, with $640 taken, 
June 3 


in N- Towanda аге announced. 


МеМоггап is chosen 
July 9 


23. Wyalusing 
RD 2, dies as the result of injuries 
sustained in a motorcycle acci- 


| years, dies. 
| f July 12 | 
Promart Home Center) codi 





ر 








Plans for a 108 unit townhouse 


Change of venue denied Мс 
Kenna. 
President Ford nominates Nel: 


A Sayre man, Daniel Johnson, son Rockefeller to be his vice 


21, 15 killed in a 


accident. | 
Earl Warren, chief justice of 


August 22 


эо “president. 
The $10.7 million Sayre-Athens 


the U.S. Supreme Court for 16 bypass officially opens. 


а 





New 
opens in Towanda. у 
Arthur Shuman Jr., Philadel- 
phia native, is appointed to assist 
District Attorney Maurice Ep- 
stein in the murder trial of Ger- 

nS apu =”! 


ard McKenna, Sayre, charged \d 


with the rape and murder of ||. the life of James Cross, 


Sharron Coston, 
Valley girl, | 
Труа — == 7 н 

Miss Shirley Coleman, 40, Itha- 
ca, meets instant death in a 
two-car crash on Route 220 near 
Milan, 

Sayre Savings and Loan of 
Sayre opens a new branch office 
in Towanda, 

An early тогпіп ге in Camp- 
town levels Walter Warburton's 
barn, containing cattle and equip- 
ment. 
July 15 

McKenna is brought to Brad- 
ford County Jail from New York 
State awaiting his trial, 
July 30 

F.B.I. agents and New York 
City police arrest three persons 
in connection with the July 17 
bank robbery at Tunkhannock, 

Alfred Wrisley, N. Towanda, 
dies, He was the founder of Wris- 
ley and Kerrick. 


| July 3l 


The county commissioners dis- 
cuss selling the county manor. 


County 
classes for a second day. 








August 26 


Charles Lindbergh dies in Ha- 


SEPTEMBER 


September 3 


The hazardous double corners 


where old Route 220 meets the 
uncompleted 
near Fox Chase Farms claims 


Towanda bypass 


34, Al- 


a 16-year-old }|———___—_—_——> 


toona. 
September 10 


A teachers’ strike in Sullivan 
forces cancellation of 


Damage is estimated at $200,- 
000 at the fire which totally de- 
stroyed the D.A. Hollenback 
dairy farm on Lake Wesauking 
Hill. 

September 12 

Eric Nelson, 16, New Albany 

Rd 2, dies following a one-car 
crash on Township Route 449 
between New Albany and Covey- 
town. 

Г Robert Hettich meets with 
county commissioners and re- 
quests full disclosure concerning 
county manor patients’ estates 
which involve county employees. 
He also requested a policy as to 
future procedures regarding es- 
tates of manor patients. 
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"| September 13 | 
| Sayre Fire Department offici- 
~ (als announce that the fire board 
bas voted to cut off volunteer 
fire-fighting and ambulance ser- 
| ivice beginning Oct. 15 unless 
'|prompt and effective action is 
|" taken to resolve problems which 
| they attribute to John Weigel III, 
“| Sayre borough manager. 
"| September 16 
Ford says he'll grant condition- 
al amnesty to Vietnam draft 
evaders and deserters if they 
reaffirm their allegiance to the 
| US. and work for up to 24 months 
| in public service jobs. 
| 


Penelec announces (ће re-es- 
tablishment of a separate operat- 
ing division with headquarters in 
Towanda. 

September 18 
| Sullivan County School reopen, 
| September 20 
| Monroe Borough Council Presi- 
dent Bill Shaw states that a 
| petition is being circulated 
| among the town's approximately 
| 500 residents opposing the estab- 
lishment of a trolley line there. 

_ Nixon is subpoenaed as a wit- 
‘Ness for the government in the 
Watergate cover-up trial, 

Wyalusing A&P Store is robbed 

by a lone bandit. 
September 24 
Nixon enters hospital suffering 
rom phlebitis, fatigue and de- 
ression. 
Edward Blossom drops propos- 
of trolley for Monroeton after 
citizens complain. 

House committee votes to sub- 
poena Shapp tax records. 
September 25 

Gov. Shapp discloses that he 
paid no federa! income taxes 
from 1967 through 1969. 

Penelec wins okay for rate hike 
averaging four cents daily. 

Transition money totalling 
$398,000 is approved for Nixon but 

‘tapes, papers not to be moved 

until Watergate prosecutor and 

courts complete arrangements 

for access to Шет. 

| ђег 26 о 

' Potentially dangerous dime- 

f Sized blood clot is discovered іп 

7 Nixon's right lung. 

Federa! judge overturns the 
My Lai murder conviction of 

! former Army Lt. William Calley. 

September 28 

Penelec plans to lay off several 

hundred across state. 
September 30 
Shooting incident reported 
. here. Ronald Chilson, thought 
wounded in the shooting, is found 
_} to instead have injuries received 
* _ ina fight he allegedly had earlier 
that evening. 

Watergate cover-up trial be- 
gins. 

Mrs. Ford is recovering well 
after breast removal. 


| OCTOBER 
| October 2 
Masonite lays off 130 workers 
_ here. 
October 5 
Nixon leaves hospital.. 
Memorial Hospital here begins 
construction of 43-bed skilled 
, nursing care facility. 


- \ 





October 6 

Ford proposed anti-inflation 

pacKage that would combine se- 

lected tax increases, special help 
for the unemployed and new 
moves [0 conserve energy. 

October 10 

New lumber mill near Monroe- 
ton employes 50. 

October 11 | 

David Newcomer of Cogan Sta- 
tion is arrested and charged in 
the bank burglary which took 
place May 31 at Citizens and 
Northern Bank, Wysox, 

October 12 

Watergate jury selection com- 
pleted. 

October 15 

Ed Sullivan dies at age 72. 

Mrs. Gene McCracken, highly 
regarded Towanda resident, dies 
at age 59. 

Rickv Benjamin, 20, Towanda 
RD 2, dies following a one-vehicle 
accident. 

Keith Lampman, 20, Towanda 
RD 3, is nabbed when he alleged- 
ly tried to escape from the county 
jail, 

Mrs, William Rosenfield is hon- 
ored by the Bradford County 
Republican Women. 

October 17 

Mrs. Mildred Burleigh, N. T 
wanda, dies at the age of 57. 
October 18 

Nixon files suit seeking to force 
government to give him posses- 
sion and control of millions of 
tapes and documents accumulat- 
ed during his stay at the White 

-House. Ц 

Happy Rockefeller has cancer- 
ous breast removed. 
October 26 

Donald Frock is killed in Smith- 
field Township when he falls from 
a tree. 

Sayre’s controversial borough 
manager John Weigel resigns 
effective Dec. 1. 

October 29 

Peggi Ballard of Troy is crown- 
ed Bradford County Junior Mi 
lams rejects bail pe- 
rard McKenna. 

, 82, Black, is 
killed while tearing down a chick- 
en coop on his farm. 

Dr. Samuel Black, Towanda, 
retires from his practice of den- 
tistry, 

October 30 

Nixon goes into shock after 
surgery, condition is critical, 

Paxton Wolfe is honored at 
recognition dinner, 

October 30 

Towanda has successful Hallo- 
ween parade due to the hard work 
of the Franklin firemen, · 

А two-story, wood framed 
house, owned by David M. Turner 
^ Towanda, is destroyed by 
ire. 











NOVEMBER 
November 1 

Raymond Rubert is elected di- 
rector of the Pennsylvania Cham- 
her of Commerce. 

Energy problems involving the 
curtailment of a supply of natural 
gas to both GTE Sylvania and 
Masonite here, which involved 
the possibility of major layoffs 
and even plant closures, have 
been resolved, according to Con 
gressman Joseph McDade. 

Two Sullivan County men are 
arrested for allegedly attempting 
to sell $20,000 worth of hashish to 
undercover narcotics agents а! 
the Towanda Motel. 

November 2 | 

Graound-breaking ceremony 18 
held for I-R's Valley casting facil- 
ity. 

Frederick Gardner, N, Towan- 
da, known for his religious con- 
victions, dies. 

November 3 

Charles Mullen Jr. is selected 
as a $250-a-day arbitrator in labor 
negotiations with the borough po- 
lice department here. 

Ground is broken for the $1.5 
million Troy Community Hospit- 
al addition. 

Masonite lays off 40 employees. 
November 5 

Democrats take control of both 
houses of the General Assembly 
as well as the governor's office in 
the elections. 

Shapp, Turner, McDade, Wood 
and Schweiker return to office.in, 


elections. 


zNovember 7 
Payments totaling $99,654 are 
| being made to employees of the 
| Towanda school district in con- 
nection with the back pay case. 
Farmers voice opposition 
| against proposed Mt. Pisgah 
| State park. | 
November 8 _ 

Commissioners form policy for 
all employees regarding guardi- 
anship and administrators for 
patients at the county manor. 

Nixon’s lawyer informs Sirica 

_ that it will be two to three months 
before his client can testify at the 
Watergate trial. 

November 9 

Dr. Lloyd Barnes, Troy veteri- 
narian, dies, 

The home of Mr. and Mrs. Ray 
Fries, James Street, Towanda, is 
destroyed by fire, 

November 11 

United Mine Workers go on 
strike, 

| November 12 

| The home of Benjamin Tal- 

| madge, LeRaysville, is destroye 
by fire, 
November 13 

County commissioners accep 
land from vo-tech authority fo 

| county library site, 

| Irene Smith, 10, Gillett RD 2, 

| dies when she is struck by a саг 
on Route 14, Fassett. 
November 14 

Eight persons are injured when 
two cars collide just south of 
Dushore Borough, 

Nixon leaves hospital, 





November 18 
The homes of Mr. and Mrs. 


“Andy Kipp of Windham and Mr. 
and Mrs. Leigh Travis of Pike 
Township are destroyed by fire. 


November 18 
Plans for a county chamber of 


commerce are announced, 


| McKenna jury selec Топ begins. 


Officials of Dairylea Coopera 
tive recommend an assessment 
that could cost individual farm- 
ers $1,000 to $10,000 in a bid to 
make up an $18 million deficit. 

Emperor Hirohito welcomes 
Ford to Japan. 

November 19 

William Walburn, Towanda RD 
1, dies following a fall. 

The barn of Don Robinson, 
Allis Hollow, is destroyed by fire, 
resulting in a $20,000 loss. 


November 21 
Se San is halfway in 
McKenna murder trial here 
" Tairylea directors levy special 
assessment on. northeast dairy- 
farmer members. 
November 23 

Angry dairy farmer members 
call for the resignation of the 
president of Dairylea Coopera- 


tive. 











November 25 

Happy Rockefeller to have 
other cancerous breast removed 

Edward Trippe, lifelong Can- 
ton resident, dies at age 70. 
November 26 

(“Delay request by defense is. 
eneg in the McKenna trial. 
November 

| The home of the Charle 

| Hodgson family, located in New 
| Ега, is completely destroyed by 
fire with damages estimated at 
$20,000. 

Joseph Bagalini and Robert 
Jenkins, both of Sayre, are killed 
and three others injured when a 
boxcar falls on them in Wayerly. 
November 29 

Frederika Wallace, lifelong 
resident of N. Towanda, dies. 

A $91,500 jury award against 
the Town of Barton and stem- 
ming from the auto accident 
death of Raymond Eldred III, son 
of the former police chief of 
Sayre, has been upheld by the 

U.S. Court of Appeals 
Jury selection in the McKenna 
trial is completed; testimony to 
begin today. McKenna pleads not 
guilty. | 
November 30 
H. L. Hunt dies after a lifetime 
| accumulating one of the world's 
great fortunes. 

Grover Worthington, area edu- 
cator, dies suddenly. 

Court doctors report Nixon too 
ill to testify, 





DECEMBER 
December 1 


Ku Klux Klan rally on Wind- 
ham Summit draws small num- 


ber, 
December 2 


Gerard Corbett is elected presi- 
dent of the Towanda Area School 


Board, 


‘pe 











December 4 
Three brothers, all former 
| Athens residents, are injured, 
two of them critically, in a two- 
заг crash in Ridgebury Town- 
ship. Those injured were Ber- 
nard, Dale and Michael Coyle of 
Wellsburg RD E 
McKenna trial may cost county 
$150,000. 
есетђег 5 
Nicholas Ockerman, Nichols, 
dies in a fire at his home. 
DuPont announces the termi 
ynation of 30 ‘‘junior employees" 
jobs as of Dec, 15. 
December 6 
Commissioners indicate they 
| will allot money for a bridge in 
| Towanda Twp. in connection with 















the airport extension м 
December 7 
Horses, other animals and 


equipment are lost in a fire that 


destroyed the barn owned by Mr 
and Mrs. James Arey of Herrick- 
ville 

George Junk, retired New 
bany mail carrier, dies 

estimony 15 СО pleted in Um 
ИсКеппа murder trial | 
"Ihe unemployment t 
its highest rate in 13 
percent __ 
December 9 

Guilty verdict handed down in 
McKenna trial; McKenna is sen- 


А]. 
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hourly and salary employees in- 
definitely as of Jan 


December 10 


Rep. Wilbur Mills ws out as 
chairman of the House Ways and 
Means Committee 
December 12 

Walter Owen, former stage 
driver and dairy farmer of Rust 
ville, dies 

E. Melvin Honchell, well 
known Wyalusing businessman 
dies. 

County taxes will raise one m 
| in 1975 

Athens I-R and Dushore Line 3 
rie releases between 60 and 65 

Judge orders Dairylea to 
postpone levy for 3 while longer 
December 14 

Ford meets with French Presi 
dent d'Estaing in the Caribbean 


for a summit on the world energy 
crisis. | 
"December 16 ~ 

Motions for a new trial and 
removal of a death sentence are 
reportedly filed at Bradford 
County Court by lawyers for Ger- 
ard McKenna | 
\ Open hoüse їз held for the 
Robert Packer He Spital’s new 
emergency department. 

John Orr, 17, Towanda RD 1 
dies following a motoreycle acci- 
dent, 
December 17 

Towanda Borough tax is 
creased one mill. 

Ford, d'Estaing agree to fight 
high oil prices 
Y Edward Wright, 70, Athens D 1 
5 In Serious condition after being 
shot by an unidentified hunter. 
December 19 | 


H The Springfield home of Mr. 


e —Á—— 


ın- 


and Mrs, Kenneth Chapman re- 
| celves $13,000 in damages fr 
tire, S 
у | гч ~ N (А 
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opened. А 


as vice president. 
December 20 


Kenneth Allen, retired postal 


employee of Towanda, dies. 
December 21 


Gary Stockwell, 27, Wyalusing 





RD 1, escapes from the Bradford 
‘County Jail. 
‘December 23 у 


Hazel Smith of Athens, area 
‘teacher, musician and historian, 


dies. 
December 27 


Open house is held at the new 
quarters of the Bradford County 





Historical Society. 

The Daily Review calls on the 
county commissioners for a full 
investigation of alleged irregu- 
larities and inconsistencies relat- 
ed to the operation of the Brad- 
ford Gounty Manor. 

Winifred Schumann, Towanda 





native, accomplished musician, 
dies. 

Jack Benny dies of cancer. 
December 28 

William Hoffman, Ulster and 
Beverly Burley, Troy, are report- 
edly charged with assault and 


» battery with intent to kill and 
armed robbery stemming from 
an incident near Bennettsville, 
S.C. 

December 29 


Leon McClure, Troy RD 3, dies 


of carbon monoxide poisoning. 


ye 


* 


The Route 2 220 bypass from N. 
Frey anda to Fox Chase Farms is 


Nelson Rockefeller is sworn in 
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McKenna Case Has So 
Bradford County over $62,000 


Over $62,000 has been paid out 
№. date by Bradford County for 
various expenses and costs incur- 
red during the investigation and 
trial of Gerard McKenna, who 
was found guilty last month of 
the rape-murder of Sharron Cos- 
ton of Sayre. And the bills keep 
rolling in. 

Although a $150,000 "ball park 
figure" had been estimated to 
cover the total cost of the trial. 
A new estimate, however, based 
on the fact that no witnesses 
were called for the defense, has 
lowered the figure to about $70,- 
000. 

The latest breakdown of trial- 
related bills is as follows 

$80 in witness fees for Mrs. 
Jean Coston, 

$80 in witness fees for Sherry 
Lee. 

$80 in witness fees for George 
Lee. 

$2,689.71 for meals, rooms, ser- 
vice charges and gratuities at the 
Towanda Motel for the jury. 

$389.49 to McGuire's Restaurant 
for meals for jury personnel. 

$105.05 to Arthur Shuman Jr. 
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ма 


payment of a consultation fee and 
notes for testimony. | 

5684 for the jurors, 

$161.50 to Mrs, Ruth Prusack, 
a tipstaff, or guard, for the ји“ 
rors, 

$105 to Attorney Thomas Wal- 
rath, counsel for the defendant, 
Gerard McKenna, for research, 
study and preparation, 

$024 to Patricia Chopak, for 
transcribing phone conferences, 
etc, 

$188.50 to Gordon Albrecht, a 
juror. 

$191.40 to George Decker. 

$25 ti Wiliam Gatley. 

$101.25 to Lynn McLinko, who 
served as a guard during the tri- 
al. 

$114.40 to Keith Hucksoll, hus- 
band of one of the witnesses, for 
lost wages during his stay here, 
nurses care for his two children | 
and traveling expenses 

$3 to Gillette's Drug Store and 


$7 to Dr. Chadwick for Shirley 
Blatchley, a witness. 

$021.44 to O'Briens Inn Wav- 
erly, for meals, motel rooms 
and other charges for Trooper 
John George, Johnnie Rogers, 


William Gately and Абу. Shu- 
man. 

$168.80 to Genevieve Herring, an 
employee of Western Union, for 
lost wages while she was a wit- 
ness at the trial, 

$2,559.46 to Thomas Walrath for 
work on the McKenna case. 

$3,642.76 to the Towanda Мо: 
tel for the jurors and tipstaves, 

$100 to Ruth Laufe, a witness. 

$13 to Geraldine Manchester for 
transcripts. 

$29 to Juanita Brubaker for 


transcript from a hearing. 


$230.76 to Lawrence Burnett, a 


| tipstaff. 


$141.75 to Linda Gamble for sec- 
retarial services. 

$1,991.25 to Attorney Walrath for 
professional services. 

$3,489.02 for prospective jurors 
and their mileage to and from 
the courthouse pending their in- 
terviews before counsel. 


$127.41. to Arthur Shuman for 

reimbursement of meals at 
Schill’s, Mangialardos and Mc: | 
Guire's, 


$595 to Frances Palumbo, head | 


tipstaff. 

$157.69 to Winifred Sollick, tip- 
Staff. 

$294.51 to Lawrence Burnett for 
hours worked as tipstaff and mile- 
age. 
$147.94 to Alice Oliver, tipstaff. 

$183.56 to Ruth Prusack, tipstaff. 

$2,342.63 to Attorney Walrath for 
services, mileage, гапа traveling 
expenses. 

$133.50 to Linda Gamble for sec- 
retarial services and mileage. 


$121.50 to Juanita Brubaker for 


transcripts 
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$10.99 to Armstrong Music 
House for a tape recorder. 

$156 to Geraldine Manchester 
for transcripts. 

$40 to Patricia Сћорак, 

$4,191.49 and $662.31 to the jur- 
ors. 

$855 to Irvin Sopher for consul- 
plane trip. 

$93.83 to Armstrong Music 
House for tapes and batteries. 

$909.24 to Ackley's Travel Ser- 
vice for air fare for the witness- 
es. 

$1,715.35 to Attorney Shuman for 
meals, mileage and payment for 
services, 

$119.81. to Alice Oliver, tipstaff. 

$5,040 to Spencer, Gleason and 
Hebe for professional services. 

$10.27 to Hurr's Dairy Store for 
milkshakes. 

$1,534 to Attorney Walrath and 
$950 to Attorney Frawley for pro 
fessional services. 


45.96 to Attorney M. L. Epstein 


for telephone charges. 

$51.75 to Linda Gamble for sec- 
retarial services. 

$16.00 to Frances Palumbo for 
reimbursement. This is in connec- 
tion with-meal expenses, totaling 
over $300 for the jurors. 

$50.40 to Juanita Brubaker for 
transcripts. 

$603.50 to C. J. 
and travel € 





wages expenses 


$147.33 to Eugene and Jean Cos- 
meals and 


ton for witness fees, 
mileage. 
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ted murderer G 
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ЈА new trial f 
| or Gerard Mc-| ha 
| Mc-} have graduated with | une’ 
l BA; formerly of Sayre, who | class at 5 dn 5 =з "c 
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й acility awaiting sentence оп McKenna’s def 
Mc 5 defense team, lêd 


е ped and | by Attorney Tho ^ 
strangled Sharron Coston of of Wellsbos Thomas A. Walrath 


yre in Oc - sboro, reportedly wil] | 
д, үш of 1973, will be | gue that the court should. Harz 
ments to а ata in argu-| moved the trial to e EN 
^ 4 и ` 1га! ОГ по + 
Gounty es eard in Bradford j trict due to the esse Es 
nt urt next Monday, it} case гесе HAL publicity the | 
as been reported. | Case received, and that the La 
й | 
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extradition warrant for] Originally indicted on charges 
B McKenna, 42, formerly | of burglary and second-degree 
re, who was convicted of | assault, McKenna was allowed 
Дег of Sharron Coston|to plead guilty to a reduced 
pe last year, has been | charge of attempted second-de- 
by New York State Соу. | gree assault. But the judge in 
arey and forwarded to|the case died of a heart attack 
, according to mews ser- before he could pass sentence 
ports. on the plea, and before new sen- 
nna has been in the Dal-| tencing could be arranged Репћ- 
4 Correctional Facility sylvania authorities extradited! |. 
December of 1974 facing | McKenna to face the Sayre 
sentence imposed by a | charges. "^ 
hich convicted him of | However, to re-extradiate Mg 
be-slaying of Miss Coston | Kenna, Erie County District АН | 
ber of 1973. torney Edward С. Cosgrove 
York State authorities | must forward the warrant signe 
e former Sayreite's re-|ed by Gov. Carey to Pennsyk | 
У allow sentencing in the|vania Gov. Milton Shapp for Misji - х i nn 
volving Mrs, Kim Huck- | okay. AL | 17] | 9 > us 
f Lackawanna, who testi-| To date, Bradford County pis- RA ; 

“the trial of McKenna іп | trict Attorney Maurice Epstein 
that he attacked her | has received no word on the | 
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am not asking that ue be- 
e as I do, T am asking 
an interested citizen and as [o 
mis concerned for the sa 
Ind. well being of all children 
ip read the file on Gerard Me- 
Kehna, Witlrout emotions a" 
Ming high, the confusion of 
Meurtroom and the endless КР) ‚ 
| сопу which cannot be retained. 
! їй its entirety, I believe | you 
Will see through the fabri@ as | 

Г һауе, Tt is your right to соте | 
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grave injustice been donë to 

Prard P. McKenna, but | also 
|15 the people of Bradford Couns 
Wy and Sayre. Justice should Бе 


| 


1 
|s оша be tried at a time. The, 
state fed the public possible 
facts and omitted real and im. 


| portant facts. ee 
"Until a few weeks ago we had 


a threat of tragedy walking the 
| Streets. | 





taken. 






Т that an innocent man wasp 
son for a crime he did not 
mmi? - ЕЕ 
e state поб have а саѕе 
anytime that could convict | 
enna. So they introduced 
imony from witnesses а per- 
ing to 50 called prior crimes: 

















another tragedy. 


se. Possible prior offenses fo 
ich he had already been 







McKenna's f to NM. reading it as he did for me. 
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pt allowed to! PEE а EXER. 
objection, ^I „suspect ИМ | NA yes 2 Pa. TAN 
@ssure on the rents. Ш 7 : ESO ©. » 


mere was no hard factual) WM 
ace to connect UEM ба 


Coston. Mul 





Mind like I, that not only has “a |, 


partial, fair, factual ата || 
equal for all. Only one стер . 


When enough citizens read the 
сазе and write letters concerti 
ing it we can do two things, 1. 
Morrect a grave injustice to an 
Mnnocent man and 2. Prevent | 


Î The file is in the prothónée 
: сі - Mary's office. The court has im- 
ch Had B0 PAE Uf 25 ` hounded it for the protection of 
both sides, but it is a matter of 
public record, Permission may 


|| Since this letter was written | 
lie person in question has onge 
sain been released by the PO 
| псе courts, without action being 


led. A person is not convi | M МЕККЕ ДҮ 
: : | » gained by going to Ус 
2 New co m rod таз Williams office where I am sure 
u we all Ow " A Mar. he will graciously grant permis- 
been sente there ЖШН. sion to anyone interested in 
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Cenna the First 2//7/ - А 
‘Second Man Sentenced afte 
“Death Penalty Reinstated 


Mames "Smiley" Crowson, | son | | 
Convicted of three murders, has Theodore MANAMA do "ot NR 
become the second man to be|adelphia, in November "ofl p 
given the death sentence in Penn | year, Crowson панел ud 
- MN since death penalty was | ceived life imprisonment when 

instated last year. Gerard Me- | the jury faved to fix th: e. 
x 41, of Sayre was the Crowson,-at the age of ИН 
ES A | convicted аза sentenced to life 

na was convicted by a|imprisonmeff in 1957 for mi 
Bradfor County jury of first-| dering a North Philadel hia 

degree uiurder and rape in De pharmacist, He was varol iM 
cember of 1974: Не is charged уб ago | ў 
with the slaying of Sharron Ф ^4 
ton of Sayre. | 
However, his attorneys Will So 
{> Court again next Monday in 
ай attempt to get another trial 

‘and will argue that the court 
should have moved the first trial 
to another district due to the! 
publicity the case received, and] 
that the conviction was not tel 
ported, by the evidence offered | 
by the prosecution. Judge Evan 
9: Williams, who presided dur- | 
ing the trial, will hear the argu- 
ments. 

Crowson, 33, was sentenced bw | 

a Common Pleas Court jury | 
Thursday, one day after he . as | 
convicted of first-degree mu» ler | 
for shooting death last Dect. 

ber of Thomas Lee Lovett, 11 | 
of Philadelphia. | 
Judge Robert latrone. quoting 

from the. Bible, had told the 

jurors, “Whoever striketh a ner. 

а mortal blow must be put to 

death.” k 
The trial had begun June 9*4 

two days after another jury tak; 

ed to decide whether Cros Î | 
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should) get the death penalty се | 


life imprisonment for another | 
murder. ©. | 
That jury had convicted Crow- 
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Lawyers Battle іп В 
„Рог McKenna Trial 


enty-nine reasons for grant. | ed improprieties to those 
new trial for Gerard P.| defense counsel, he said 
, 42, convicted last De- | amounted to only "а drop 
of the rape-murder of | bucket.” | 
on Coston, 16, of Sayre,| Most of the session was di n- 
presented during а 3 1-2 | inated by Walrath, who dëse 
орел court session Monday | his arguments at 12:50 p.m м. 
omey's for the defense. ler presenting orally the writ 1 
izes ol improper conduct | motions he had filed earlier vi 1 
the 1974 trial were also | the court. He was accompanied: 
| by defense and prosecu-| by Lonnie Frawley, | 













































Jr. of Philadelphia had | recently added to the team. * 
fated the American Bar As-| Originally, 81 arguments for 

Mons code of ethics by | new trial were presented, 
т! to McKenna as "ајбуо were withdrawn yest 


“a perverted man." | 
man's reply was to hurl ас | that a motion for change of yen | 






















to strong pre-trial publicity in 
this area. He cited several cases 
in other counties in which sim, | 
ilar motions have been granted 
both before and after the Mc-| 
senna trial, = 
Өне also claimed that prosetu- 
tion withheld · evidence that 
might have cleared the d 
mnt and "practiced deceit o 
te and the defendant" bf im 


* ТИ Мртокују improper" in that 
he had severa] times referred 
|| to items not in evidence at that 


ime, Comparing ћи gal. 












































| oducing testimony conce ning 
| revious alleged criminal acts, 


He also stated that McK 
thad been denied the right of 
liminary hearing and that th 
al should have been delay 














imtil Trooper John George of To 
landa, “the state's only Wi 
less,” had recovered from 
attack suffered at the tri 
's beginning. 
a Evan S. Williams 15 ex; 
ted to hand down a decision 
| whether or not a new trial 
in order within the next 20 
ys. Should he fail to do 50, 
McKenna will be sentenced for 
pe, of which he was oo 
at the same time ће“ 
ound guilty of murder and - 
ced to death. | 
A denial of request for а! 
trial will result in an appeal и 
фе Pennsylvania Supreme 
an automatic process un- 
a law in capital cases. 
aai 
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Allege Errors Made In Previous Trial; J 


Ву ASHTON MERRILL 


Arguments on the post-trial motion 
for а new trial in the case of the 
Commonwealth against Gerard Paul 
McKenna of Sayre, convicted here last 
‘December 9 of the charges of murder 
and rape, were conducted Monday in 
open court here before Judge Evan S. 
Williams, 

The proceedings got under way at 
10:15 o'clock and ended about 1:30, 
there being only one break of about 10 
minutes from start to finish. 

Attorney Thomas Walrath of Wells- 
boro, chief counsel for the defendant, 
was first to present his argument, not 
closing until 12:50 o'clock. He and his 
associates, Attorney William Hebe of 
Wellsboro and Attorney Leonard 
Frawley of Towanda, this county’s 
public defender, had presented 81 
reasons for a new trial. However, two of 
them were withdrawn at the opening of 
Monday’s proceedings so only 79 were 
covered in Mr. Walrath’s exhaustive 
argument. 

McKenna was in court during the 
argument, being brought here from the 
State Correctional. Center at Dallas 
earlier in the morning by Corporal 
Francis Douglas and Trooper James 
Powell of the state police detail here. 

After the arguments, he was returned 
to the Dallas institution by Sheriff 
Frank Detrick and Trooper Joseph 





Perechinsky. 

Seated at the defense table in addition 
to McKenna and his three lawyers was 
Attorney Lynn Mader of Wellsboro, 
president of the Tioga County Bar 
Association. He came here only to ob- 
serve, Also present was Miss Mary 
Walrath, daughter of Attorney Walrath. 
Miss Walrath 18 scheduled to graduate 
from Princeton University next June 
and then plans to enter law school. She 
is spending this summer as a clerk in 
her father's law office. 


At the Commonwealth’s table in addi- 
tion to District Attorney M. L. Epstein 
was Special Assistant District Attorney 
Arthur R. Shuman of Philadelphia and 
Shuman's law partner, Attorney Robert 
Lawler, who also was here in the role of 
an observer. 

The jury trying McKenna here late 
last fall found him guilty of murder and 
rape growing out of the slaying of 
Sharron Coston, 16, of Sayre on Oct. 28, 
1973. The murder conviction was in the 
first degree and the jury set the penalty 
as death. 


The sentence covering the rape con- 
viction has yet to be passed. This is not 
expected to take place unless Judge 
Williams rejects the defense motion for 
anew trial. His decision on the new trial 
may possibly come at the end of the 
next 30 days if he is able to assimilate 
all the material on the new trial issue 


| 
| 
| 
| 


Е 


to Shuman’s final statement 


by that time. 

“The issues covered by Attorney Wal- 
rath in his argument Monday involyed 
his allegations of Special District? At- 
torney Shuman’s conduct during the 
trial, which he claimed were pre@judi- 
cial to the defendant and contrary fo the 
code of the American Bar Association. 

Attorney Walrath also argued; that 
the Court erred in not granting a 
defense request for a change of venue; 
not granting a trial continuance when it 
was learned that Trooper John George, 
the prosecuting officer in the case, 
could not be present due to a heart 
attack; permitting testimony of alleged 
previous crimes involving the defend- 
ant; failure to give the defendant a 
preliminary hearing. 

The chief defense counsel stated that 
Shuman's conduct during the trial was 
so prejudicial that it robbed the defense 
of a fair trial. He said that Shuman 
asserted his personal opinion as to the 
guilt or innocence of the accused, 
contrary to the American Bar Associa- 
tion code. Walrath took exceptions to 
remarks made by Shuman in his 
summary before the jury in which he 
referred to the defendant as a dog. He 
also claimed that Shuman told the jury 
that the chief defense counsel had 
misstated evidence to it, had lied to i 

Attorney Walrath also too! exception 
o the jury 
in his summation, which was *'If there 
15 any way that you can find him not 
guilty, it is to have Sharr m Coston 
come into this court room and Sit down 
beside her mother. Shall we wait?" 


Such remarks are against the ABA 
code, Walrath said, constitute: nprofes- 
sional conduct and stress personal 


belief in the guilt or innocence of the 
accused. Walrath said that Shuman 
Violated the ABA guidelines when he 
referred to McKenna 
man, a dog." 

"This cast the jurors in the role of 
avengers,” the Wellsboro lawyer said. 
He further said Shuman attempted 
through rhetoric to Sway the jury 
declared that derogatory epithets have 
no place in this case and that the cour 
and District Attorney Epstein did no 

Keep the Special prosecutor in line 
This is beyond the Scope of fair | lay 
and specifically condemned,” he E 
^ numerous state and federa 


aS а “perverted 
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not strike foul ones but he ma 
A > 
У ~ 3 А 
A NA A WALL ۸ 
E ae 
N p. МУ 


TX یپ سه‎ I? Ems {у 4, 
"e کک زا پا‎ 3 






" " £^ ^ b. 
A холе = УМ да DA 





| 
е. 
a 
d 
үң 
6 
| | 
| 
\ 
"E 
а 
je 
zc] 
I" 
ЖЕ | 
FE 
[o نب‎ 
cc 
xn 
hr ў 
LL 
О 
t 
e 
сч 
@ 
o 
О 
گے‎ 
> 
се . Р 
Ре 
ib 
1 


e wA 


Е 


"Impfoper Suggestions і and 
innuendoes are out of order," Attorney 
Walrath declared, "апа we could ask 
for a new trial on this one issue alone." 

| The failure to grant a continüance 
when the prosecuting officer, Trooper 
George, suffered a heart attack and 
could not take part in the trial was 
another issue that Walrath stressed in 
his argument. He said that Trooper 
George was the only witness before the 
grand jury; was very much involved in 
the details of the case and was in a 
position to testify concerning the 
Various statements given by prosecu- 








T | | 
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‚ Ask For New Tria! 








udge’s Decision Expected In About Month 





tion witiess Johnny Rogers of Sayre, 
cousin of Sharron Coston. 
“Trooper George's appearance was 
crucial to the defense," Walrath said, 
“as we could question him about the 
discrepancies we felt were in Rogers' 
statements. Rogers was an eye witness 
| to the erime and we needed to question 
Trooper George regarding. Rogers’ 
credibility.” We could have destroyed 
Rogers' credibility through ‘Trooper 
George. We assumed ће would be 
available ashe was the only man on the 
indictment and we contend that the 
Commonwealth knew that Rogers' 
statements were in conflict. Without 
John George's testimony, there was no 
possible defense. The credibility of the 
state's case could only be attacked 
through Trooper George. We contend 
that failure to grant a continuance 
because of his unavailability was a 
reversible error. It is the duty of the 
prosecutor to seek justice, not just to 
convict.” 
Regarding the evidence of alleged 
prior crimes, Attorney Walrath said 
— — dica Led dur- 
я (сез; it would 
И ог crimes to 
| | pn the part of 
(мага said, 
pei crimes were 
Паз never re- 
"ie murder of 


| 
3, N.Y., a year 





RESI] 


Gerard McKenna, formerly of Sayre, stands as he 
confers with his attorneys in the law АН. of the Ао 
house here yesterday. McKenna's lawyers are seeking a 
new trial, alleging errors were made in the previous trial 
for the defendant sentenced to death by a jury that con. 
victed him of the rape and murder of a Sayre girl. | 


(Daily Review Photo) 


prior to the Coston case, because, 
according to Walrath, а sexual attack 
was not involved. Prior alleged crimes 
introduced at the trial were the attack 
at New Orleans on Mrs. Sherry Blatch- 
ley, that took place six years before the 
Coston case, and the attack on Mrs. 
Kim Hucksoll at Lackawanna, N.Y., 
justa Том days before the Coston ease; 
Mr. Walrath said that in the matter of 
the Janet Smith murder, deceit was 
practiced by the state on both the Court 
and the defendant. He declared that 
McKenna was not convicted on the 
basis of the Coston case evidence but on 
the evidence of prior criminal acts. 

In closing, Walrath added that the 
court erred in not granting his request 
for a change of venue due to pre-trial 
publicity. 

In his argument against a new trial, 
Special District Attorney Shuman was 
quite brief, consuming less than half an 
hour. He declared that the Common- 
wealth made no reference during the 
trial as to the murder of Janet Smith, 
He took up the matter of the state- 
ments that Trooper George had taken 
from Rogers, declaring that he did not 
have six or seven of them as alleged, 
but-only the three given under oath. 

Regarding the matter of a continu- 
ance, Shuman declared that there was 
another trooper present when Trooper 
George took the statement from 
Rogers. That trooper was Eugene 


Brennan, Shuman ваја, and if the 
defense wanted to eall him about the 
statements it could have. 

Shuman further stated thal a defend 
ant cannot count on ап errorless trial 
He said that when errors are made in 4 
trial they should be challenged at the 
time. He stated that it has heen ruled 
counsel may nat sit silent during a tria! 
and then. bring up A challenge after the 
verdict 

"Half of the errors in this matter fall 
in this category,'' Shuman said, “and in 
our brief we mention them specifical 
ly," 

Shuman made no apologies for his 
conduct in court during the trial feeling 
that none were required. He presented 
court opinions on such issues He 
quoted one case in which the 
ant was referred to 
creature," and it was brought out th 
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this description, was invited by the | 
defense. In another case, the staterner d 
was made that-"In view of the im 4 


of the defense counsel, the 


rney are 


propriety 
comments of the district а! 
eminently proper." 
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At the close 0! the arg 





er e A. 


rath presented an affidavit to № 
Betty Chaffee, deputy protnor 
which Gerard McKenna signe 1 

It indicated that he still 
as he indicated when the se first 
developed, and has no money to 
fees for his legal counsel 
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сКеппа denied retrial; 
Al death penalty reaffirmed 


TOWANDA — Gerard Р. McKenna, 42 
| 42-раке document released Wed. ere a sentence was handed convicted Dec, 9, 1974, of the rape and 
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predicted that the higher court is likely to 


Bh New York authorities have awaite 
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Lack of a Der ue | -Judge Evan S. Williams ruled i 
ing, denial of 5 défis ы | released ћеге on Wednesday. 
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for a change of veni dos ae | The defendant, who has been lodged at the 


Pret-trial publicity; refusal fo Dallas state correctional facility since Nis 


500n expire, forcing the dual-purpose cour 
appearance at Towanda next week. 
МеКеппа = а Фоа бї troy те 


| xlradition 
hearing the same day. That would allow 
NeW York State authorities to return | 


; ) T Ut ment. 
а па, found guilty by a 


ап When state police, following an inten: 


К County Grand Jury MeKenn: 'alo 
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second-degree assault of a Lackawanna 
woman when Pennsylvania police charged 
him with the Sayre murder, The № 
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Prin acts; protests against 
the conduct of Special assistant 


| Friday, after which he will 
ave 30 days in which to file 
I with the Pennsylvan. 


preme Court. 


| ‚ and а $25,000 fine, will 
pave the way for an automatic appeal to the 
Pennsylvania Supreme 


mutilated body had been found by a hunter 


off Mile Lane Road in Athens Township. 
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| Sentencing of Gerard Р. Mc- HS ned by the defense, but the court did 
Kenna, formerly of Sayre, on a пок NNA It ar | 
rape charge will take place next | teams, accordi пе clause in the ruline 
Thursday at 2 p.m. in the Brad- | that makes reference : the l x 
ford County court house at To- mage ployed bdo: p pun 
|: ~ | wanda, it has been reported. frequently ional court "waa АН 
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necessary, 

The sentencing of McKenna on 
the rape charge next Thursday 
will pave the way for an appeal 
to the Pennsyrvania Supreme 
Court, and will also include an 
extradition hearing at which 
7%. New York State authorities will || 

+ diy to retum him to Buffalo || 
| | where he has- yet to be sen-| 
|| j fenced on-an admitted charge | | 
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. Death Penalty 
In Limbo | 


The last man to be legally exe- 
cuted in the United States was 
Luis Jose Monge, who died in a 
Colorado gas chamber on June 2, 
1967, for murdering his wife and 
| three of his seven children. Five 
years later, on June 29, 1972, the 
Supreme Court ruled that the 
death penalty as it was imposed 
in this country violated the con- 
sttutional prohibition against 
| cruel and unusual punishment, 
4 The decision saved 631 mien and 
women awaiting execution in 31 
| states and the District of Colum- 
bia from the fate that 3,859 per- 
sons had suffered since 1930. It 
also spurred efforts by state gov- 
ernments to enact statutes that 
would meet the Court’s objections 
to the random and arbitrary im- 
‘pisition of capital punishment. 
Since 1972, 30 states have pass- 
ed new laws to reinstate the death 
E penalty and 187 prisoners have 
cod | received death sentences. 
E Two men on death row in Utah, 
B. | | Dale S. Pierre and William А. 
BG ~ | Andrews, had been scheduled to 
Бе shot at sunrise on Tuesday, 
| -4Jan. 21. 
E V. They were granted a stay of 





|execution pending appeal. It is un- 

[likely that the death penalty will 

be imposed before the Supreme 
, | Court rules later this year on the 
a | constitutionality of state capital 
ES. | punishment laws. 
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The pending case involves Jesse 
Thurman Fowler of Raleigh, N.C., 
who was sentenced to death in 
1973 for shooting a gambling com- 
panion in a fight over a $10 bill. 

North Carolina law specifies 
that mandatory death sentences 
be meted out for certain crimes 
—first-dégree murder, rape, bur- 
glary and arson. The NAACP Le- 
gal Defense and Education Fund 
(LDF), the major group working 
against capital punishment, will 
argue that “contemporary stand- 
ards of decency” make the death 
penalty unconstitutional and that 
North Carolina’s mandatory sta- 
tute has not eliminated arbitrary 
and discriminatory sentencing. 

LDF hopes that the decision will 
be based on broad constitutional 
grounds, which would spare all 
prisoners on death row, rather 
than on the legality of the North 
Carolina law. _ 

No matter how the Court rules, 
however, the capital punishment 
issue is unlikely to be settled 
once and for all. 

As he famed attorney Clarence 
Darrow wrote, questions like the 
death penalty “аге not settled by 
reason; they are settled by pre-, 
judices and sentiments or emo- 
tions. When they are settled, they 
do not stay settled, for the emo- 
tions change as new stimuli are 
applied." 
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